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Abstract 
Emil Jones, Illinois Statecraft, IS-A-L-2008-105 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Emil Jones, Jr. was born on October 

18, 1935 in Chicago, Illinois. Jones graduated from Chicago’s Tilden Technical High School, 

then Chicago Loop Junior College and Chicago State University. He later attended Roosevelt 

University, where he majored in business administration and received a Doctorate of Humane 

Letters Honoris Causa degree in 2004.  He began his political career in Chicago via grass 

roots ward politics. Jones served as a member of the General Assembly from 1973 to 2009.  

As a member of the Illinois House of Representatives from 1973 to 1983, he served as an 

assistant minority leader and chair of the Insurance Committee. He was elected to the Illinois 

Senate in 1982 and served as a member of the Senate Executive Committee, as well as vice-

chair of the General Assembly Retirement System’s Board of Trustees.  

 

From 1993 through 2002, Jones served as the senate minority leader. He became majority 

leader in 2003, a position he held until 2008. He supported social justice and fair and adequate 

funding of public education in Illinois. It was during this time that he worked with Governor 

Rod Blagojevich and mentored Illinois State Senator Barack Obama.   
 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Chicago Tilden Technical High School; Chicago State 

University; Roosevelt University; Chicago ward politics; Illinois General Assembly; Illinois 

Senate President; Public Education funding in Illinois; President Barack Obama; Governor 

Rod Blagojevich; Senator Roland Burris; Senator John Cullerton  

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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