Title Page & Abstract

An Interview with Sidney A. Goldman

Part of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library
Veterans Remember Oral History project

Interview # VR2-A-L-2009-009

Sidney A. Goldman, a veteran of World War II in the Pacific theater, was
interviewed on the date listed below as part of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library’s Veterans Remember Oral History project.

Interview dates & location:
Date: March 16, 2009 Location: Goldman’s office in Springfield, Illinois
Interview Format: Digital Audio
Interviewer: Rozanne Flatt, ALPL Volunteer
Transcription by: Audio Transcription Center, Boston, MA
Edited by: Jeanine Benanti & Rozanne Flatt, ALPL Volunteers
Total Pages: 33 pgs Total Time: 1 hr 25 min / 1.42 hrs
Accessioned into the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library Archives on 04/20/2010.

The interview is archived at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library in
Springfield, Illinois.

© 2009 Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library



Abstract
Sidney A. Goldman  Veterans Remember VR2-A-L-2009-009

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Sid Goldman had his first
introduction to the military as a cadet at Culver Military Academy. He then entered the
University of Illinois and joined its ROTC program. In January of his senior year, the
month after Pearl Harbor was attacked, he registered with the U. S. Army, intending to
finish his degree and graduate. Instead, he was immediately inducted and sent to basic
training at Fort Ord, TX, followed by Officer Candidate School (OCS) at Fort Benning,
GA. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 19th Infantry Regiment of the 24th Division
as a replacement officer in New Guinea. Later his unit participated in a major offensive in
Leyte in the southern Philippines to root out the entrenched Japanese troops. He talks of
the difficulties and hazards of jungle warfare. Successive assignments were Mindanao
Island, and Mindoro where he was hit by mortar shrapnel ten days before the war’s end.

From a hospital in Leyte, he was sent to Madigan General Hospital in Seattle, then to
Von General Hospital [now named Hines Veterans Hospital] in the Chicago area. While
there he met Ruth Eckstein, a Red Cross worker. They married in May, 1946. He rejoined
his father in Central Salvage, a major salvage business. Expanding into other businesses,
at the time of the interview he is still active as President of Central Industries. He is proud
of programs telling school children about WWII.

Subject Headings/Key Words: Culver Military Academy; University of Illinois
ROTC; Ft Ord, TX; Ft. Benning, GA; 24th Division, 19th Infantry, 2nd Battalion; New
Guinea; Leyte, Mindanao and Mindoro in the Philippines; Madigan General Hospital;
Von General Hospital; Central Salvage and Central Industries, Springfield, IL.

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that
this is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical
sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual
accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the
reader to judge.

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library. ‘“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be
followed. These materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for
resale or commercial purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual
Curator at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street,
Springfield, Illinois 62701. Telephone (217) 785-7955



