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Abstract  
Sasha Phillips, Veterans Remember, VRT-A-L-2012-043 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview:  SPC (Specialist) Sasha M. (Briggs) 

Phillips was born in Macomb, Illinois on September 20th, 1987, and graduated from high 

school in 2006. She was in 8th Grade when the 9/11 Attacks occurred and enlisted in the 

Illinois National Guard at age seventeen.  She completed Advanced Individual Training at Ft. 

Eustis, Virginia, and began duty with B. Company, 2-238th Aviation in 2008 as a 15F 

(Aircraft Electrician) servicing CH-47 Chinook helicopters. Deployed to Afghanistan in 

January 2009, she served nine months altogether, with time spent in Kandahar, at Forward 

Operating Base Shank, and at Bagram Air Base from March to November of that year. Under 

mortar fire while serving in a combat zone, she was awarded the Combat Action Badge. Her 

future husband, whom she met during her Advanced Individual Training (AIT) at Ft. Eustis, 

Virginia , was deployed to Iraq while she served in Afghanistan. The two were married after 

Marcus’s return in October, 2010. 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Afghanistan; Army Aviation; Chinook (CH-47) 

helicopters; 9/11; Illinois Army National Guard; Kandahar; FOB Shank; Bagram Air Base; 

Kyrgyzstan; Basic Training; Ft. Eustis; aviation electrician; Female Soldiers; Mortar Attacks; 

returning veterans. 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 

COPYRIGHT 

 The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial 

purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.  

“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These 

materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial 

purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.  Telephone 

(217) 785-7955 
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