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Abstract
Arnold Kanter, Illinois Statecraft, 1ISG-A-L-2009-000

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Arnold Kanter was born on
December 9th, 1945 in Chicago, Illinois. His father’s family emigrated from what is present
day Belarus to the U.S. in the late 19th century, and his mother’s family emigrated from
Poland to Chicago in 1920. Arnie grew up on the west side of Chicago, in the city’s 24th
ward, before moving to Peterson Park on the city’s northwest side in the late 1950s. After
attending college at the University of Illinois-Navy Pier and Roosevelt University, he entered
Chicago-Kent College of Law in 1968. Nineteen seventy was an especially important year in
Arnie’s life; he married Yvette Morris and interned in the U.S. Attorney’s office. Following
his graduation from law school in 1971, Arnie joined the office of the U.S. Attorney for the
Northern District of Illinois, a job that brought him into contact with future political
luminaries like Jim Thompson, Samuel K. Skinner, and William Bauer.

Arnie left the U.S. Attorney’s office in 1977, working for a series of private firms and
occasionally advising his friend, 6th Ward alderman Eugene Sawyer; most notably during the
chaotic period following the death of Mayor Harold Washington in 1987, when the city
council elected Sawyer as Washington’s replacement. Through his association with Sawyer,
Arnie met many influential people in Chicago’s black community, and later drew on this
network when he and Erhard Chorle organized Jim Edgar’s 1990 campaign efforts in
Chicago. Arnie was named counsel for Edgar’s transition team after the successful campaign
and was named chief counsel for his administration. He served until December 1, 1992, when
he resigned his position.
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a transcript of the
spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational
style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for
the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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