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Abstract  
Dr. Richard Wagner, Education is Key-Community College, EC-A-L-2013-100 

 
Biographical Information Overview of Interview:   Dr. Richard (Dick) Wagner was 

born in Eureka, Illinois in 1938. He graduated from Chenoa High School in 1956, and earned 

a bachelor of arts degree from Bradley University in 1960 and a MA and Ph.D. from the 

University of Pittsburg (1961 and 1967). In 1969 he joined the staff of the Illinois Board of 

Higher Education, where he served in a variety of capacities, including as deputy director of 

the Fiscal Department, and then its director. In 1980 he became the executive director of the 

Board of Higher Education until his retirement in 1998. As Executive Director, he worked on 

higher education programs, fiscal accountability, performance, articulations, building 

programs, and policy issues for four year institutions (public/private) and two year community 

colleges.    

        Dr. Wagner covers the growth of Illinois’s community college movement from 1965-

1998 and its relationship to the overall ‘Higher Education Plan for Illinois.’ 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Early history of Illinois’s community college system, 

1965-1975; relationships with the community college and Illinois Board of Higher Education; 

challenges of fiscal and program development plans; role of community college and higher 

education; role changes of the Board of Higher Education Board from the capacity days of 

1965-1975 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 

COPYRIGHT 

 The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial 

purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.  

“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These 

materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial 

purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.  Telephone 

(217) 785-7955 


