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Abstract  
Ron Whitaker, Education is Key-Community Colleges, EC-A-L-2013-029 

 

Biographical Information/Overview of Interview:  Ron Whitaker was born in 

Chicago, Illinois in 1935. He graduated from Joliet Township High School in 1953 and 

earned an associate’s degree from Joliet Junior College in Business in 1969. Ron was a long 

time insurance broker in New Lenox, Illinois. He has a unique perspective, having been a 

student at Joliet Township High School when it operated the junior college, and then later as a 

part-time student at the college and as a trustee when the college operated as an independent 

body. This interview covers those years and covers the evolution of Joliet Junior College from 

1965-1970 when several critical issues were being considered, including the school’s 

geographical territory, voter approval of the new school, selection of the new president, the 

division of assets with the high school, and site selection. 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Joliet Junior College; 1965 Junior College Act; school 

referendum; building bonds; Class I/II Status; Joliet Township High School; site selection; 

culinary arts; name of college; Joliet Junior College trustees 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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