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Abstract  
Linden Warfel, Education is Key-Community College, EC-A-L-2013-105 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview:  Linden (Lin) Warfel was born in 

Champaign, Illinois in 1941. He grew up on a farm outside of Tolono, Illinois. He graduated 

from the “New” Unity High School in 1959 and went to Wabash College before transferring 

to the University of Illinois to study Agriculture Economics. He had a tour in the Air Force, 

serving as a medic, and then returned to the family farm. He has served on the Unit 7 School 

Board, was active in the Farm Bureau, was active in the CHIEF initiative (Change How 

Illinois Education is Funded) and a movement to advocate for a one percent sales tax. In 

1991, he was elected to the Board of Trustees of Parkland College. At the time of the 

interview he still continued to serve as a trustee. Other activities include the Champaign 

Rotary, University of Illinois Agriculture Economic Advisory Committee, and Earth Partners. 

He is the author of Song of the Prairie (2012).      

Warfel discusses the recent history of Parkland College as well as the state and national 

impact of the community college system. In addition he explains the Farm Bureau effort to 

revise school funding (CHIEF). 

 

Subject Headings/Key Words: History of Parkland College 1991-2013; CHIEF-Change 

How Illinois Education is Funded and college funding; role of a community college trustee; 

new building construction and new technology programs; support service centers for 

excellence in teaching and learning; center for student success; influence of college president. 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 

COPYRIGHT 

 The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial 

purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.  

“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These 

materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial 

purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.  Telephone 

(217) 785-7955 


