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Abstract  
     Dorothy Beck, Education is Key-Community College, EC-A-L-2013-022 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Dorothy Beck was born in Pittsburg, 

Pennsylvania in 1945. She graduated from St. Clare High School, and then earned a BA degree from 

Emmanuel College and later a MA from Hollins College. She began her teaching career at Black 

Hawk Community College in 1969 in the areas of English and Philosophy. At Black Hawk she 

served as president of the Faculty Senate. Dorothy was selected to write a book on Black Hawk 

Community College as part of its 50th anniversary. Her book is entitled Legacy: Unfolding the 

Future (Black Hawk College at 50). Following her retirement, she was elected as a School Trustee 

in 2011. Her interview covers the history of Black Hawk Community College (first as Moline 

Community College until 1961) up to 2013. 

 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Black Hawk Community College; Moline Community 

College; University of Illinois Extension; 1961 Referendum; Junior College Act of 1965; 

International Program; Western Illinois University; Scott Community College; WQPT radio station, 

trustee; ESL (English as a Second Language) Program;  

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the 

informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views 

expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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