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Abstract
Tom Livingston, Illinois Statecraft, ISG-A-L-2011-007

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Tom Livingston was born on
August 14th, 1967 in Urbana, Illinois, and grew up in LaGrange, a Chicago suburb,
graduating from the Lyons Township High School in 1985. He then attended the University
of Illinois, majoring in communications and broadcasting, and soon found himself busy with
extracurricular activities, including a campus fraternity, school government, and for two and a
half years, playing the role of Chief Illiniwek, the school mascot, at sporting events and other
school activities.

Livingston graduated in 1990, and because of a chance encounter he had in the summer
of 1989 at a cable TV show on drunk driving where then Secretary of State Jim Edgar was
present, he was asked to join the Edgar gubernatorial campaign after his graduation, helping
with research and responding to questions from the public. Following Edgar’s election, the
new governor asked Livingston to serve as his travel aide. He did that job for two years, then
became the governor’s scheduler. In 1995, following Edgar’s reelection, Livingston moved to
Edgar’s policy staff, focusing his efforts on higher education reform, capital development,
transportation and infrastructure issues. He was at the heart of Edgar’s effort to reorganize
Ilinois’s universities, and with the controversy surrounding Chicago’s Meigs Field, an issue
over which Edgar and Mayor Richard M. Daley clashed. Livingston stayed with the
administration for all eight years, and afterward, moved to the private sector, eventually
working for CSX, the rail freight company.
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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