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Abstract
Lee Daniels, Illinois Statecraft, ISL-A-L-2011-053

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Lee A. Daniels was born on April 15th,
1942 in Lansing, Michigan, and grew up in Elmhurst, Illinois where his grandfather and father
worked as lawyers. He attended the University of lowa, graduating in 1963, and immediately
enrolled in the John Marshall Law School in Chicago. He passed the Illinois Bar in 1967, and
joined his father’s law firm in Elmhurst. By that time, he was already an elected Republican Party
precinct committeeman from Elmhurst, in politically conservative and reliably Republican
DuPage County. He was appointed to the York Township Board of Auditors in 1966. In 1974, he
ran for the Illinois House of Representatives and won.

For the next thirty-two years Daniels served in the Illinois House of Representatives,
beginning his career by casting a vote for a Democratic Speaker, William Redmond, personally
breaking a deadlock that had gone on for 93 separate roll call votes. In 1983 he was selected as the
leader of the Republican minority in the House, a position that he held until 2003, with the
exception of the 1995-1996 legislative years when he served as the Speaker of the Illinois House
during the time that Republicans were in the majority. During this long tenure as a leader in the
House, Daniels was involved with all of the most important legislative initiatives, and in the yearly
budget discussions. He reflects on his experiences with all of the prominent political leaders of the
day, including Governors Jim Thompson, Jim Edgar, and George Ryan, as well as his counterparts
in the Illinois state legislature, including Mike Madigan, the state’s long-serving Speaker of the
House, plus Illinois Senate Presidents Phil Rock, James ‘Pate’ Philip, Emil Jones and Frank
Watson. He championed countless legislation, but was especially proud of the accomplishments
while he was speaker, to include Chicago school reform, tort reform, and disability legislation.
Daniels stepped down from his role as Republican leader in 2003, and retired from politics in
2007.
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a transcript of
the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the informal,
conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is
not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these
for the reader to judge.
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