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Abstract  
Jesse Murray Dowell, Jr., Veterans Remember, VR2-V-D-2008-110 

 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Jesse Murray Dowell, Jr. was born 

on July 25, 1926 in Champaign, Illinois. He volunteered to join the United States Navy Air 

Corps and was ordered to report for duty on August 8, 1943. He started to receive his basic 

training at the Naval Air Station in Jacksonville, Florida. He was introduced to a new radar 

bombing practice that allowed the military to bomb at night in absolute darkness. In the 

summer of 1945, Dowell trained at the Naval Air Station in Corpus Christi, Texas for a 

potential invasion on the southern end of the Japanese mainland.  

 

As a bombardier, Dowell was responsible for aligning the bomb between the crosshairs 

for the intended target. He learned he would fly at 500 feet and shell all Japanese landmines 

and bunkers before invasion. Ultimately, Dowell was informed on August 1, 1945 that he 

would invade in approximately two weeks. However, the dropping of the atomic bombs on 

Japan ended any possibility of invasion.       

 

Eventually, Dowell was ordered to Great Lakes, Illinois for discharge. After a brief 

homecoming, he decommissioned ships on Whidbey Island, Washington. He was officially 

discharged in Washington and returned to Champaign, Illinois.   

 

 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Champaign, Illinois; United States Navy Air Corps; 

Naval Air Station in Jacksonville, Florida; Naval Air Station in Corpus Christi, Texas; Great 

Lakes, Illinois; Whidbey Island, Washington. 

 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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