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Abstract  
Bob Johnson, Education is Key-Community College, EC-A-L-2013-046 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Robert “Bob” Johnson was born in 

Sandwich, Illinois in 1944 and graduated from DeKalb High School in 1962. He earned a BS 

from the University of Illinois in 1966 and an MS in 1968, both in Engineering. He worked at 

Caterpillar before returning to the family farm in 1970. Bob followed his father, LaVerne, as a 

Kishwaukee College trustee, where he now serves as chairman. Bob, prior to his tenure as a 

trustee, was on the Kishwaukee Foundation for 12 years. In July, 2013, Bob became the 

president of the Illinois Community College Trustee Association. This interview covers the 

history of Kishwaukee College from its formation in 1967 to the current period.      

       Subject Headings/Key Words: Kishwaukee College (Community College; Junior 

College Act of 1965; Illinois Community College Trustee Association; PELL/MAP Grants; 

Work Force Investment; Freedom of Information Act; Pension Cost Shift; Kishwaukee 

Foundation 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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