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Abstract
Robert Mandeville, Illinois Statecraft, IST-A-L-2013-103

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Robert Mandeville was born in
Jacksonville, Ilinois on April 29, 1931. In 1942, Bob relocated with his family to St. Louis
County, Missouri, where his father worked for J.S. McDonnell while operating a truck farm.
On the advice of his teachers in 1948, Bob skipped his senior year at St. Mary’s high school
in Bridgeton, Missouri to enroll at St. Benedict’s College in Atchison, Kansas. He ran cross-
country and boxed while at St. Benedict’s, before transferring to St. Louis University, where
he earned his B.A. in Mathematics. Following college, Bob served in the U.S. Air Force for
four years as a radar bombardier aboard a B-29. After completing Basic Training, he married
his wife Alma in 1953.

Upon leaving the air force in 1956, Bob embarked on a thirteen-year career in the
aerospace industry that took him from working on the GAM-72 decoy missile at McDonnell
Aircraft to planning the Apollo Program at Martin Marietta. This career trajectory culminated
in his work at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) between 1962 and
1969. The latter year was something of a watershed in Bob’s life since he also completed his
Doctorate of Business Administration at George Washington University and made the
decision to move to Illinois and take a position as an assistant director in Gov. Richard
Ogilvie’s new Bureau of the Budget. He served in this position until 1973, when he prepared
Gov. Daniel Walker’s first budget before leaving the Bureau to serve as the state’s deputy
comptroller under George Lindberg. Mandeville moved back to the Bureau of the Budget in
1977, this time as director, and served in Gov. Thompson’s administration until 1990.

These interviews begin with Mandeville providing interesting detail on his upbringing,
education, military service, and courtship of Alma, before shifting to his career prior to
joining state government. The later interviews cover Ogilvie’s importance in establishing the
Bureau of the Budget, the role of the comptroller in state government, differences in
gubernatorial leadership style, Mandeville’s relationship with Gov. Thompson, key members
of the Thompson administration, the budgeting process during Thompson’s administration,
relations with the state legislature, the role of the Bureau in policy planning, various policy
issues during Thompson’s tenure, and Mandeville’s budget philosophy.

Subject Headings/Key Words: Governor’s Bureau of the Budget; budgeting in Illinois;
revenue forecasting; public finance; James R. Thompson; Richard B. Ogilvie; NASA; Gov.
Daniel Walker; Comptroller’s Uniform Statewide Accounting System (CUSAS); George W.
Lindberg; Catholic religious orders; Chicago School Finance Authority; Class X sentencing;
social life in Springfield, Illinois

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the
informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln



Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views
expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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