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DePue Today is Wednesday, January 29, 20d¢.name is Mark DePue, tldrector
of oral history with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Libralyo day | é m i n
Port Byron, lllinois, jusoutside of Rock Island, part of the Quad Cities area,
and wedre probably not more than about

River, ] 6 m with James F. Per ryecaus@é 3im , and |
webve interviamwald your father

Perry Yes you have.

DePue World War Il and Korean War veterane was a major in the Korean War and
saw some hellacious experiences, if | can put itthatWey6 1 | g,et t o t h

here in short ordeBut your interview today is about your experiences in the
Vietnam War.

Perry: Right, correct.

DePue: | should mentionjust very briefly here, how long have we known each other?
Perry Oh, over twenty years.

DePue How about 1981l think.

Perry Yeah, té& been quite a whilén fact, you worked for me at one pointtime.

(chuckles)
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And still | came and talked to you anyway.
Absolutely.Brave man.
Letds start with when and where you

| was bornNovember 12, 1946.was born in Frankfort, Germanlyhave the
distinction of beng the first American male born in Germany after World War
[I. My mother worked for the U. S. Consulate Geneaxatl my dad was a
bright-eyed infantry captajrat that point in timeThey met and they hatched
me over there.

Sa they met in postvar Germany?

Yes yes.My mother had worked down in the Canal Zone, down in Panama,
and she spoke fluent Germ&uo when the end came in Europe for good old
Adolf and his boys, they needed translat&s volunteeredand off she

went.

When dd she arrive in Germany?

Right shortly after the end of the wamean,

she talked to me some about being in Paris and
taking a train from Parj®ver to Berlin

Obviously, Germany would have been
rubblezed at that pointShe had some tales to

tellaboutthatyeah, t hat s how t o
Berlin.

What city was she jrwhen your parents met? | "ti,
They were in Berlin. . w %_r
Berlin? i

Mar i e Wagner, Ji
. the time of her marriage to
Yeah,Dad was over wittsHAPE[Supreme James Perry, St. in 1945, She

Headquarters Allied Powers Europaid he ~ gorked o7 e Amercan

was working eviderily, as liaison to the immediately after the war.

Consul at e GeasweliHelusedsto of f i ce

tell me about some of the tripthat hey would cross over into the Russian

zone and have to deal with some of the Russian soldiers and their leadership.
He wasnodt r ealHemi enprepsedi withat way.

What was your motherés maiden name?

Marie Elizabeth Wagner.

Webve already mentioned that,agywellr f at h
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Correct.
Youbr e nWhatdoeesthe Ik standdfor?
Franklin

Tell me a little bit more about your father, his personality and how he ended
up where he ended pat that time.

Over in Europe at that point?

Right.
Wel | , hedd been ¢é anmannlthinkitves the ¥y di vi si o
Theydd come i nt o tremeembeahe toltl md tleir divisiont he w

liberated one of the concentration cantped ld me a little bit about that.

He was | guessjust the typical American soldier at that poiHe had

graduatedrom highschoolHe 6 d gone t hr gJQffgdr i nf antry
Candidate Schopln the States, then division training, and they were

deployed to Europe.

You mentiored he got the tail end of the war.
Pretty much.
Did he see any combat World War 11?

The division saw maybe a month, month and athalf he was inso not a lot

of combat at that poinHowever, occupation forces a
a real rose bedecause you had former German soldiers at that fiant

were still trying to kill our people offfl t wasnét as peaceful
like to make it.

How would you describe your fatheros p

No nonsensedo your joh take care of yourselaChristainmanl donét kno\
wha el se youdre | ooking for there.

What denomination?
Missouri Synod Lutheran.
How about the same for your mothét@w would you describe her?

Mom was pretty harthosed German heritagai d n 6t t aBeenganny guf
Army wife, she had to pretty much take care of the family when Dad was
gone Dad was gone quite a bit.

So he stayed in the Army?
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Yes.Yeah he spent twenty years on active dutie retired it would have
been in 1963down at Fort Bliss down in Texas.

So he missed the Vietham War?
Yes.
Did your mom like being an Army wife?

No. I guess | answered that pretty quickfes and npalot of good

experiencesalot of tough experienceS§he always let it be known how

difficult it was raising three kids lot by herse|fmoving every year and a

half and that sort of thing, and having to béh&tcommand performances

with the generalsdé wives and those sor
you know Initially, it & kind of exciing, and then after a whijlé becomes

like,i@ my Lord, | 6vedS®@qot yte@ahdotthhaitdsadali
it was.

It wasndét what she thought she was sig

No, no, I donoét believe so.
You mentioned thereverethree of youObvi ously, youdbdre the
| 6 m eldest.€have a sistelElizabeth and asiste€Eat her i ne, and th

eight to nine years younger than | &a. | was raised pretty much as an only
child for about ningten years.

Did your folks treat the girls a lot differently than you?
Much better than mélaughs)

Much better?

Much.

In what respectWere they not quite as no nonsense?

Well, they were given more latitudE.her e hadndét theRemy a gir
family for probably forty, fifty, sixty years, so my first sister was the first girl

born into the familyso everybody thought she was pretty spe&iabeth,

Libby, is that sister.

Then my younger sister, she ended up with some asthmadfinds
things so with medical treatment and stuff she had to go through, she was
always kind othesickly one, and she learned how to use that to her
advantage.

Did you think they were as special as the rest of the family did?
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No, no, no. (both laugh
Did you torment them?

Well, yes, but they were always in my businddsey took special delight in
getting their older brother in trouble whenever they could, and | gave them
plenty of ammunition.

When did the family come bad& the United Statesfteryour dad was
finished withoccupation duty?

The first timeAt would have been 1948.

Where did he go?

He went to Fort Lewis, Washington.

Soyoudbre just barely two years ol d at
Prety much,yes,sb dondét remembér a whole | ot
How long was the family there?

At Lewis?It would have had tbeenbroken downbecause Dad was with the
2nd Infantry Division when they were mobilized and sent to the Korean.War
That woud have been November 19580 | suppose we were at Lewis for
about twoyears total.

Did you stay at Lewis when your dad wenersea?

No, when Dad left for Korea, my mother picked usand we went down to
stay with one of her brotherShe came from a fairly large familghe had a
brother who was a chicken rancher down in California, and we went and
stayed with them, probably about four or five montr®m there we went
back to southern lllinois, my mother andShe stayeaut there in Californig
for a while, and then we went back to southern lllinois, probabbutsix
months later.

| remember it was winter tim&he folks had a big old Oldsmobile at
the time with a big rocket 38 in it. | could climb all over the car and sit
wherever | want and lay up, you know, under the back window and have a
hell of a time.But | rememberthesngq@m nd | 6ve often t hough
young woman at the time, hoppimgthe car in the middle of winter and
heading to southern lllinois.remembeicoming across the Rockies thevée
hit some snowstorms thatven as a young kid, | still remember those storms
after all these years.

Do you know where in southern lllinois?
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My grandparents lived Flora, Illinois, down by Efhgham.Grarddad
worked for the B & O Railroada night switchmanHe did that pretty much
all his life, until he retiredl mean, he stayed with the B & O.

Grandpa had been in World WarHe was a former Marine and had
been over with Pershing and the boys thé/kil e he was t her e, h
gassedand he had some lung dama§e, rather than working indoors, he
preferredan outdoor type job.

Is that somebody you admirggrowing up?

Yeah,Grandpa was a good guyeah, he was a great guyrememberwhile

Dadwas in the Korean War, Sundays particulahg[Grandpawa s n 6 t

necessarily a churepoing guy, but my grandmother w&he was

CongregationalisBut we 6d h a vy®unddy aftemeons rt ch elr e20 d
always have me climbuponthelamdle 6d r ead mlealwayhe c o mi C
remember Pogdhe one commentthat | always remember in Pogo is,

fiWe bve met,6atnlde heene@msy us. 0

Andyoudore reading this while your dadods
Yeah, yeah, yealfchuckles)

Speak ng of that, youdre st Hdgbtowrtherer y yo:
i n 1950, | at e 19 51@hjnk he came aak,dronewhatber e | y  f
told me in our interview with him, about a yesomelater.

| asked him the other day how muiiime he spent in Kore&le said eighteen

monthsHe was a |l ittle irritafmnedesaidand | s
AwWel |, I was a fairly juni o,becaunsej or , b u
they promised me LT(@ieutenantolonel] as the battalio commandeof the

secondof the ninth[2nd Battalion 9th Infantry RegimemAn d he s ai d, i
didndétAmgdethda tdiodndét get promoted to |
back in Germanyaround 1958.

Wel | , | 6ve had an ardapheradyourkmotv,yandtnai i nt er
too many people that | interview have earned two Silver Stars.

No.

What | want you to d® and this is obviously very secoind but walk me
throughas you under st and inpthakoredndh her 6 s e x

In the Korean Warwe | | | was a bright ki,d, but
other than | knew Dad was intheweke 6 d sent me some silk
Korea that was all embroidered and really spetialsent one for me, and

then | had a buddyommy, there in FloraHe sent one to Tommgs well.
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was in the war.

But it really didno6t huntlitvwoalitne as t o
have bwasiméé wintertimewvhenwe wer e downlhad Gr an
no idea what action Dad would have been in at that tivite the 2hd Infantry
Division, but we got a telegram saying that Dad was missing in action and
was presumed killedso, you know what that does to everybofiyj kind of
ruined the Sunday dinndrknow that much.

So it was aboud | remember thi it was aboutwo weeks later we
got anothertelegram el | i ng us t hhetwaslal®ahd been f ou
everything was fineAs a kid, that bothered mgeah

What was it that bothered yquhat the initial message had been sent and was
wrong?

Yeah.Well, just that your dawvaskilled. Youknowyou 6r e going to |
your dad.Yeah, | guess that would lig pretty muchwhen youdre a | i
whippersnapper, younink your mom and dad are going to be around for a

long time.All of a suddenités like,i WogDadds not g.odng to b

Then Mom was so upset, and Grandma was upsetybody was so
upset and wrapped in their own thingsthat u 6 r e Kk i andingoerf a ki d
the outside |l ooking in, .Boxygahhg to figu
w a s @learn to toughen up early.

Was your father the tygeyears afterwardsvhen you were spending time
with himd that he would talk about his experiences in Korea?

No, never.
When did you find out about what he had gone through?

(Sighs)Dad and ] in my teenage yearkind of drew apart and grew apawty
sister Libby, got married to my brothen-law, Mark, down in Kansas City.

She was at Kaas City Art InstituteThis would have been 1976 di d ndt
know my uncles very well, but one of my uncles, Uncle Earl, was at the
wedding for my sistetde showed up with my grandma.

After the rehearsal stuff at the church where Libby was going to be
mariied, we went back tothe hotelnd my uncl e sai d, AComi
a dr \Wellkve go tothe baandwesitdowmand | 6 m hadedsg a ¢
aformer Marinealss 0 heds havingdg 6an § hustt and uanbb
captain at that point, and s &lo,d ,1 6A | | uysbte eButhéc k wi t h
started talking to me
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I remember him saying, ADo you know
t he Kor efannd Wa rsZa@alty havend\dead You know, Dad
never talls about it He never did talk anot i t , and even when

just ignore it.He wouldch &alk about it And my uncle started telling me about
whenhe [Dad was overrupup north and some of the other engagemehgt
he was inwith the 2d Infantry Division, and when the divisiomas pulled
offline and had to be rebuilt frarbasically ground up and retrainedt that
point, it dawned on me what was going bmean, | was an Army brago |
knew Dad had ahestfull of stuff on the Class A uniforpand | knew he had
two Silver Sars and a Purple Heart and Bronze $tar

DePue: Were you never curious enough to ask him?

Perry: The relationship jluston@was kdtowclhipsve t ®n @
was just a voidl believe my father had so many méilled and injured
unde him during the Korean War that when he came back from Korea, his
total focus was on training his people, whoever they were, for coiitueit
was his total focus, and the familyloBta d 6 s att ent i on was on
and his men, preparing for the newdr.

DePue: Was your dad the type that would have talked to your mom about the
experiences?

Perry: | rememberas a kid, when dad came back from Korea, Dad ended up as a
Senior Army Advisoyup in Madison, Wisconsin, to aninfantty dondét Kknov
if he wasregimental advison beli eve t hantldesmembbarat he w

Dad at night yelling and screaming and crying and carrying on at nigtg.6 d
wakeme out of sound sleefo, | mean,tiwas obviously postraumatic stress
stuff and nightmare#And | canrememberhe and Mom in the bedroorwas
down the hall, but it was loud enough to wake me up, and it was a pretty big
house |l mean, he was carrying a lot of stuff around in his knapsack.

DePue: Let me just to put some context into this becaagainlo ve had t he
opportunity to study a little bit about the Korean War and certainly
interviewed your fathefThat first year of the war was a horrendous
experiencdor the United States Army and the Marine Copscourse, it
started with the invasion of SthuKorea in June of 195&nded up having the
Pusan Perimeter.

Perry: Yep.

DePue: They broke out of the Pusan Perimetdout September of 1950he Inchon
Landing was an important part of that, Inchon being much farther north, and
then they drove the Nith Koreans north.

Perry: Way north.
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Way north.And they made the decisiénAnd this is a matter of historité

certainly somethingvorth studyingabout.

Politics.

The decision to enter North Kor€ehe Army was on the western parttbé

peninsula and the Marineos, helent he

for the Yalu Riverwhich was the border between North Korea and China

and basically webre ignoring

Meanwhile, Chinasay$i D n 6t do wdingd youdr e

Chinasaysii D tdowhaty oubér e doi ng.

And we ignored.

t hreats

Essentially, yeahThis is where Douglas MacArthur factors intoWe
need to get wfar into it, but it was right after Thanksgiving of 1950 that a

huge offensie by the Chineséoth against the Marines and the Sixth

donot

Division on the eastern side of the peninsula and several disjisminclude
the 2hd ID [Infantry Division] andthe western sideAnd not more than a few
days after that, thend Infantry Division was entirely cut off, essentially

surrounded

For anybody interested in it, you can redmbut it inRunning the

Gauntlet at KunuriYour father, as | understand, was an operations officer in

an infantry or artilleryunit?
Infantry.

Infanryunit. That 6 s one of the plac

€es

Correct yeah.They were given a mission of clearing the ridgedry to
allow all those men thgthokes upgnded up being killed in that debaftie
withdraw]. 16 vsence talked to Dad little bit about it, and they were up on, |
believe it was the western ridge, engaging the Chinese and shooting up

machine gun nests and that sort of stulff.

You know, the thing dtheglheingtheh a't

f

east

he ear ne

leadership of theriti Divisiond really picked the wrong way outhere was
another way that they could have gone, but they chose the wronghaye.

didndét realize that Kunuri
This was probably very early in the timeframe that he tivaxe.

Yes.

had

been

e

| 6ve

N



James F. Perry, Jr.

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

Interview # VR\+A-L-2014002

My understandinghaving read about this andite a bit of military history
this is every bit as harrowing as the Battle of the Bulge, if not more so.

Oh, absolutelyMore so.

The cold was even colder.

| aked Dad how they kept equipment operable in those cold conditiens

sai d,

inWel | | we had

fighting for days and days in wind chills of twenty to thirty below zéra@ v e

been in cold weatherintmi | i t ar vy,
withdrawal under pressure in those types of conditibns.c a n 6 t

That was just the beginning of his eighteen morithKorea.He earned
another Silver Staguite a few months lateBut he waghere during the
timeframethatthe line kept moving back and forth.

Most peopleds understandi , lgsetof
the 38hparallel.] t wasnodot t
about this from your uncle and firstarted to hear these stories, what were
you thinking about your dad and about these stories?

t lde taldume that theyy waree hi c | e

and | candt i magi
fat hom.

Kor e

hat W¢enyoloendouhe was

Well, I thought | really had to reevaluate my whole thought process about Dad
and what heodd done
andMom having to take care of things.6 d h a d
had to go back and look and evalya® an oldemature persarand take a
look at the misconceptions that | had.

Well, the irony is this is over a decade

after
youod

h end skveralgydais afterd
gotten back

Yes, yeahWe we r e nvdhen | left ‘
for Vietnam, when | flew out of the Quadi &

Citie
up, but he
A Wo,w

s her e, I

was there, and | thought,
because wedd

headgretty goodogether for quite a
while, more so me than him.

Did it change your relationshifinding
out about that?

Yes, yeah,

yeahA great deal more

respectunderstanding what he went
through and what motivated and what

drove him
he 6 s

ad still drives himl mean,
pretty ninetydepe

10

and

why he had

done

s 0 mand Irjusts e nt me n

James Perry, Jr. and James Perry
Senior, taken in the summer of 2004 in
Port Byron, lllinois. The two were
celebrating Jim sen

Ol ive,

nwke Nt

the familyds
for
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ninety two, ninetythree yearsoldrou donot t el | hi m much.
Is hestill reluctant to talk about these things?
Yes.

What changedwhere he was willing to talk about itithy you?

Well, you did the interview, and thato
sat down with anybody to talk about his experiences in the KoreanAfvar.
that interview, | started asking hjmat differenttimesa bout t hi ngs, an

let one or two little things ouThat would lead to more things.

But even so, thatdés thirty years or so
from your uncle.

Yeah, yeahThe family life, with my parentswas just strangevly wife,
Lindasays s he doesndt know.lhow&adudhjeknill ed up
Il 6m naorimag@au dought t o Db(eothiavghi de my hea

Linda comes from a family like youreshere everybody worked
togetherand they were all on the same tirpashing andheadng in the same
direction.My mother had some emotional issues, God bless her, and those
always weighed on the familit. just was difficult.It was difficult for her it
was difficult for the family.

You said after your father came back from Korgau guys ended up in
Madison?

Yes, we were in Madison, Wisconsin.

Were you old enough at that time to rementberyears in Madison?

Oh, yeahl had a great timéVNe lived not too far from the college on the lake.
TheUniversty of Wisconsin.

Yes, University of Wisconsirt was abig old housgeup on top of a hill[It]

had a big backyard that went down to the ldkbad a private pigand |

fished all the timel gave my mother a heart attack one dayad an oldnner

tubed 1 was a good swimmer by thispoi@bvi ousl y, youdre on
the time you have to swim or sink

But 1 6d been out i ©Oadtobkinetoidowindt he vye
sails and[we] had gone out ice fishing, further out in the middlehaf lake
than where | could get from my pidnwvas out with my inner tube one dady
donodt;[llknusw t hought itdd be a good ide:
the lake Well, | did, and Mom came upstaitfShe saw where | wa¥Ve had a

11
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balconyonths house, and | 06m way out where
tube springsaleak 6 m pl aying around with seawee
are swimming around ther8.he ki nd of caught my atte
yelling and screaming and waving her hanggshereShe di dndot | ook
big. | was out there pretty damned far, way too But anyway, | got back

intothe pieraft er she said, fAGet your butt b
little bottom tanned real weland | never did that agaiflaugis)

That and the damned muskrat that was ardbegier used to chase
me out of certainareas. went over to t he ,anditkskr at 0s
damned rat attacked mend | thoughWo w, t hi s i sndét good.

It sounds like you enjoyed these adwers you had.

Yeah, there was a little girl who lived @She was the daughter to the editor
oftheMadisorel dondédt know wha.tButshewaspymper was
buddy, and we rode bikes and play®e must have beeh dondét know,

or six, seva. But she passed away wijtbelieve it would have been leukemia
while | was therelr e me mber my parents went to th
let me go intothe funeralhey t hought | was too youn
always kind of resented that.

It is interesting, they both would have seen plenty of death and destruction.
Yes, so maybe they were trying to protect me from death and destruction.
Preserve your innocencmaybe

Oh, absolutelywhat little | had even theiiboth laugh

What was the next move?

Well, when we were in Madison, we moved
from this house near the collegdom wanted |
guess, a new housso they built a house in one
of the new developments in Madisdile

moved from that hougeWe probaly stayed in
that new house for about a year and a half.

During this time my mother and father §
must have been going through some stressful
periods in their marriagdecause | remember
allthesuddenl 6 m down i n Bet
going to school wherllom and | and the girls
are living with my aunt and uncle, and

Major Perry, Sr.,
" . while stationed in Madison,
nobodyds t al karethggre.a b 0 uwisconsit, fihas he iki€d as an
advisor to both U.S. Army

. - Reserve and National Guard
Meanwhi | e, Dados ss&diérsji’ Back

up i n

12
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Madison as Senior Army AdvisoBo something happened at that point in
their marriage and their relationshifhey olviously patched that yand
Mom and | and the girls, after school was out thatdéawould have
probably been 1955ish @r 5 4vent back to Madison.

Then in 1956 Dad received orders for Germany, and we went to
GermanyDad was stationed iBad Kreuznal with the 2xd Armored
Division. They or ethterydirmemrsear area stuff.

DePue: Is that northern Germangr is thatVolgerstrarea?

Perry: No, we were around Mainz, WiesbadenuBholder.Frankfort would have
been on the westo we were pretty far b&c

DePue: Was t he Hemyou Wweyeggidwing up, were you guys church goers?

Perry: Yes, always went to church.

DePue: On post?

Perry: Sometimes, ye©ver in Germanyl remember Dad and | went to a Christmas

Eve service when he was a Battalion Commaratevne of the chapels.

DePue: A protestant chapel, | would assume.

Perry: Yeah, yeah, yeah.

DePue: Which are generally nedenominational.

Perry: Non-denominationalyeah

DePue: How about when you guys were living in Madison or back inStiages in

other places?

Perry: Yeah, Immanuel Lutheran Churalp in MadisonDad was confirmed there
after the warDad had been raised Congregationatisl Mom always
wanted him to join the Missouri Synod Lutheran ChusthDad went
through adult confirmation tihe and was confirme®@ ut Daddés al ways
churchgoing guy, except maybe his youngeryears dondét know abou

DePue: You must have been attending grade school and into junior high when you
were in Germany?

Perry: Yes, inBad Kreuznachl was inlike fourthifth or fifth-sixth.1 donét know
ités hard to recollect.wish | would have learned Germdrwished | had been
a better student and paid more attention to things, but | never learned German.

DePue: Were they trying to teach you German?

13
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Pery: Well, they offered itThey taught German class&ge had American teachers
who came over from thBtatesandworked for the Federal Government in our
schools, and we had a period of German instruction during the day and math
and English and scienadhe normal stuffand PE We always had PE,
physical ed.

| rememberone day we wereoétl dondét know, it mus:
about[a] six or seven foot diameter rubber ball that we. Ndd had teams
that we hacthosenand we were pushingt] up and down othe soccer field.
Whoever could get across the goal line won the game.

My dadodés boss, who would have been
the sameeamthat lwasThe ki d was wearing dadods r a
pretty muchandtelling me what to doThis had been going on for a couple of
monthsOne day | 0,dutdnahe plaggraund gnmcked the kid in

the nose and bloodied hisnos¢e | | , t he kid didndét go i
anybody The kid ran offabout a mile down to where his daevhere the

soldiers worked on theaserndmilitary barracksland went in and ratted me

out for what |1 06d done.

Well, Dad got home that evenidd remember thid he said iiColonel
so and so called me into the office toddéiynmyo | said,i ¥aho He said,

AWhlaappened (tsaidilhitsolsd ntiom; I said, n We
going on.The kid was bossing me, ordering me arautidaid il had enough
of it, and | smacked hird.Dad just kind of looked at méle s ai d, AwWel |l ,

dondt do t hat .08ogtkatwas thatjboth laughd gudss j o b
violence was accepted in our famifs a means to solve problems.

DePue: How old were you at that time?
Perry: Oh, man, | would have been eleven years old, twelve.
DePue: At that time, did you have a decent raaship with your dad?
Perry: | was always kind of out there floatingwas just kind of out theré.was a kid
that always did what | wanted to dehen | wantedMom was occupied with
thegirlsl f | saw somet hing .1 6@&awgndeedff t o do,

and do thingsl mean, we had a bunch of kids like that oréthéou know,
AmericankidsWe 6 d pl| ayrb aveedldalplb aywé oot pal for
hikeor wedédd go get i n a . [fwhoghhtedowgutsth al |t
was just buildig rapport with our alliegboth laugh)

DePue: So you had enough running buddies?
Perry: Oh, yeah, yeah.
DePue: But it sounds like this particular incidenbu were fine with the way your dad

dealt with that.
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Yeah, yeah
Did he stay in th®ad Kreuznaclarea of Germany?

We were there for a year and a halfien at the end of that periptie was
transferred to MunichHe was in the @l Infantry Division at that point, and
he became mech[mechanized]nfantrybattalioncommander.

So alieutenantcolonel by that time?

Yes,yeshe 6d been promoted.

Was that his first battalion command?

| believe it would have been, yes.

Which is a big step for anybody who wardstake a career of the military.

Ohyes,yah Al ot of Daddés friends from the K
of the servicereduction in forcel mean, all these guybatwere in Korea,

when they got back, they were board reviewéd t hey di dndt meet
the parameter qualificatis were, they were reduced in rank from like

majoré | had a friend down in Texas whose dad had been a yamdrhe was

reduced down to Efust so he could finish his career at twenty years.

E6 being a staff sergeant.

A staff sergeant, yeah.

| bet you found out about that kind of stuff probably years later too.
Ohyeah, yeaH. d i d n Bwasjuktfaty dumb and happy.

But Munich was kind of interestinfdly school iWwasndt <cl o
getting up at like 5:30 in the morning,tching the bus by like 6:19.he bus
would come arounthroughour casernearea and then the American high
school was forty miles away. | remember even tbenschool bus wagan]
OD school bus.

Olive drab.

Olive drab But the windows wereovered by fence, likachain link fence on

allthe windowslf we 6d been in a crasButit wedd he
was for the safety of the kidpeople throwing rocks and any other terrorist

sort of things that could go on thérhat was alwaysikd of somethingas a

kid | always thoughtfi \&it a minutelf wedr e t he great resc
German people, then why areév@ ®ut, you know, security makes sense,

A

particularly forkidsSo t hat 6 s wh atthetime.at was about
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Butdidyouunde st and at another | evel why the
Oh,yeahWe di dnot | i(lkughs)t hem, eit her .
Because?

Just, ve kicked butt in the wail hat resentment was there, everdirbabd

0 5 That resentment fed dowhooking ba&k at it, its obvious to me that the
resentment fed back down from their parehtaean, how would you like to
live in an occupied country?

In Munich we used to go hiking aroyrait in the fieldsWe were
kind of, obviously, little hellions that reallyeeded a lot of paddling, but my
buddies and |, wedd spend tdeepingi ght to
out in the back yardrhen in the morningw e 6 d h oukaeros®an bpen
field.

We probably hiked five or six mileand we found an old ammition
dump where they were getting rid of ammo from the walell, we wereat
that agewe were fascinated with German helmets and swords and sabers
anything we could find to colleciVell, we actually broke into the secured
compound, and when | say seec® The first time we did it was in like
Decemberand there was snow on the grouwe brokeint hi nki ng wedd
able to find war memorabilidVe ended up breaking into bunkers filled with
tank mines and found grenad@&sey had German guards over tlaad they
had damn German Shepherds thé&tet particular time that we did this,
we 6r e s ne athaomeguaa saw yandiis th Germay, you know,
A H a0Mfe kept running our little buttsofie di dndét r el ease t h
God, but the guwnctually shot at yover our headd. mean, youobre el
twelve, thirteen years oddl remember specificallythere was a path we were
going down, a rutted out path Khere th
was ice and water, but | remember divinghis and then crawling off into the
bushesso t he guy didnét have a shot at me

Now, you said he shot at ypand then you said he shot over your head.

Well, really, looking back at it, | remember hearing the bullets wHizaean,
youdbondt f or g.8utyeadhhhaltets weoegoing overhedlbw high,
|l dondédt know, but | wasndt going to ge

Then another timdater that summemwe went into the same place.
And if youe familiar with the German World War Il infantry he grenade
i tcélled the potato mashefo u6d have to unsc,yamdw a c a
the fuse igniter would appe&¥fou6d have to pull that to
Wedbr e out behi ndndae Hadtwosoftimege darh things.i o n
thought Wow,let 6 s b | o lhwilltbdénoed. 80 we were on one side of
a concrete bunketmhere was kind of a hillsigand wedid what boys would
do. We pulled the fuses and flipped the grenades over and a big boom, boom
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and we took offln about five minuteor less there were the MPs and people
looking all over to see what the helhdgone on, looking at the holes that we
put in the groundWe never went back after thate decodedt@s too
dangerous to monkey around with this stuff.

This is in theheight of the Cold WaiTher e6s pr obably no sho
Hollywood versions of th&econd World Wacoming out, and there were
westerns on TVWVere you exposed to all of thais well?

Well, in Germanywe di dn 0 Therewaseo TIVMO.d ©®mne f

Howdy Doody andClarabelleand all that stuff in th&tates We got to

Germang We brought a TV over with udVell, the first problem yohave

you coul dndt pl becausetthey rimtoroa diffdremticycleafut | et
electricity than we did ithe States.So then you have to get a transformer to

transform the stuff to the right cycl&hen you could plug it inbut then all

you got was German TV or American shows with German debss a kid,

it 6swhlaitkbes, t h& point in this

No ArmedServices Network?

Well, there wasAnd | had a little crystal radiorou know, the little diode
thing. | had a radiator in my room, an old big radiator for heat, and at night

what lwoulddoasakigvhen | went to bed,otd 6d gr ol
get the powerto mycrystalradio6d | i sten to Armed Forc
They hadiThe Shadowg fi e Green Hornad,fiDick Tracyp fAAbbott and

Costella bmean, all that stuff was righttheled d | i s JaekiBenhyo t ha't

I 6d | i s tugat nightgMyjtphrants theught | was asleep.

| would imagine though that stuff was left over from the late 1940s.
Oh, yeah, yeah, but it was all great stuff. | still love that stuff today.

When you were at this phase in your lifegre you thinkingi ¥ah, this
military stuffis good?

No, na
But you were doing all of this stuff

Yeah, but thatoés just b¥owbkarmsaboutythe u 6r e |
environmendb oy 6 r e t hEherewversvdoltidrstheréwere infantry

guys when we went to watch the movies atdagerneatthe army theater

there.

We used to collect shoulder patchdse2e 6d go over ,to cl ot
where the seamstress was, and t heyodd |
Wecouldrimmage t hrough the patches that th
uniforms [ T tbeiy@bddandif you found somet hing vy
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dime or whateverorh ey 6d gi vel n hfeanctt 0o lydwe st il |
those patches downstairs today.

Any sense of what your parents thought you ought to do with youmlitbat
time?

No, no, noMy folks were happy if | just went to school and made Cs.
(chuckles)They were just tickled to death.

Is that because you wtheybal Dwexpeatdiona g Cs ¢
of you?

Eitheror. | hated schooll was bored in school.was an outdoor kid, and
sittinginadesk alldaylodgl 6d be the perfectifcandi d
| were a kid in schooght that point.

Butotherws e, everyt hing youdre describing
of your life would have been great as somebody going into the military.

Oh yeah, yeah, but Itwad nodmaldife]l kdiodwn Gtt at
know civilian life; I j u s knowdcivililan ldet other than the few episodes
in Madison But everything elsavasall military.

Well, we stildl havendt Jwhathappenspext® t ab o
Wh e r e & diad gomext?

Well, | remember one dagverin Munich, he came in the house and said

il 6l 1l see you in a c¢ougahdeffhe ventmithhhish s or
battalion They went somewhere down in the Mediterraneanl 1 kmown k é
Lebanon was having troubles, and what2<itete down there, or erof

t h o s ethis dua Muslime

Christian?

Yeah So they were down there for thahat would have been durinigthink,

Eisenhower yeargeah, Eisenhower yearBut he was gone for about two or

three monthsYou kno w, Mo mausd thembouseé &minng tar | 6ve
got to raise these kids allby mysefo ur f at her dkthdadd way s g o |
thing. 1t&s like, you knowfi @GmeonMa;that 6 s. @i s j ob

Where did he get posted after Munich?

After Germany, we came back to thetessHe 6 d had t he family
by boat, so the car was on the East Ca&stpicked that up and drove down

to southern lllinois to stay with my grandparents for a couple of wéadien

wee in the middle of the summaewith no air conditioningin the Chevy

station wagon, headed off to El Paso, Tekasd was it hatall the way down

18



James F. Perry, Jr. Interview # VR\VLA-L-2014002

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

It was miserableBut he ended up down at the air defense school as an
instructor down at Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas.

So what subject does an infantry officesdh down at the air defense school?
He taught infantry tactics to the air defense types.

To the officers going through basic and ARdvanced Individual Traininy
Yeah, yeah, y& dficers in the advance courdehink, was down tare

And tabFart Biss?

Correct.

Afteryougotoveitbei ng a Il ittle bit hotter tha
think of Fort Bliss?

Oh, I loved El Pasdnfact,l 6 m considering moving bacl
world right now, maybe notEl Paso, bufAlamogordoor Las Cruses, or maybe
over by Fort Sill on the Texas side of the river.

To get away from the coldincei t likedive degrees outside today?

Yeah It been thirty below wind chills here and$asf snowl 6 m si ck of
cold.The body dwenttoddandlighdSchool in El Paso, Texas.

This is a public school?
| t dowgblicachool.
This was your first exposure, was it?

Yeah | started in eighth grade and wentatgh senior in high schodhuring
that period, aboub 6 IZhink it was, Dad was reassigned to Fort Caysoa
4th Infantry Division as they were preparing to go to Vietnatie was a
battalion commander at that poiBwt we stayed in El Paso.

One ofthe reasons was so | could finish high school and not have to
get yanked out mdwadut t o be honest, it wouldnbo
difference to mel could have adapted to a new high school fairly easy and
would have had more fun.

You mentioned youdad around 1964went to Fort Carson?
No, it would have beeé 6 @ 6 A 6§ omewhere in there.

I dondét want t eveedsenthis,tbut that wowld aveibeen t h e
prior to the time that any major line combat units were going to.Nam
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Yeah, yeahl could have that wrongro u 6 r €1 could ale that wrong.
That really started abodt 6 B/e had troops there but not line units.
Yeah, yeah.

So he went up to Fort Carson for some reason.

Yeah, he wasputhereand an infantry, but he wasassigned as an infantry
battalion commander.

Tell me more about your experiences in high scHzetause this is your first
exposure to a public school, isndét it?

Well, other than the military public, byeah, yeahEighth grade started off

didnot | ike it, ( clhaedikmeedyanarmykidf r e s h ma
you bounce from school to schpsb one of the things that always frustrated

me, | waseither ahead in classes or behind in classgagtto catch up

or..And there was always some subject you were behind in, trying to catch up

to the other kidsso you could be on the same sheet of mddiat just totally

frustrated meEighth and ninth grade, it was just trying to fit mot only wth

your peer group, but particularly in ninthgrage u 6 ve got .Sceni or ,
youbdbve got all that sdamddittinginnof peer pr e

The worst thing that happened to,nmeninth gradel was thrown into
a junior/senior speech clasd&hen | got there, | came in late to do my
schedulingYou know, you had so many core subjeetsd then you had
electives Well, the way it worked out, my elective was speédtated it and
|l didndét do well at it.

Il tdéds an el ectelectie, but you didnot

I d jndy méther elected it for méboth laugh She thought it would round
me out and help m&he was always trying to round me out and help me.

It doesndét sound |like you were a shy k

Oh no, no, npl was never introvertedo, no, nol made friendsl get along
well with peoplel learned how to figure people out at an early, dgeause
of being bounced aroundsomudhh er e 6s plusses and mintu

| had an experience that kind of turned me arouridgh schooll had
a teacher by the name of Marcelle was my geometry teach@ne day, he

cameupgo meinclase Thi s was early on in.ltt he yes
would have been in my sophomore yd4e came up and cornered me after

classHesa d , Al want t o Myéenmediate teactohwasr s c ho
A Wat the helldid |l dowrongndwvb e cause thatoés just Kir
atthatpointl s ai d, AYes, sir, I 61 1 be in. o
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So after school | wentintoseehimnd he sai d]Jup&aMr . Pe
chair.0 And he sat down and talked to me like a Dutch uriddées a i d |, AYou
know, youdr e wléeshera.Ynogu Oyroeu rs ow hnoulceh s mar t
y 0 u 0 r el krbw youm @an do this workfou could run rings around most
of these other peoplethisclass 0 h d&i fsayauydéd just Happly
saiYdoudir eysuwmar ¢amd ilghteal |l y expect you
talked to me like a human beingstead of being talked down tib was more
adult to adultl thought Wow, Okay.

So that was an attitude adjustment for,raed it just started
snowballing.l kind of figured outthatgetting fairly decent grades was better
than getting stuff and getting yellelwhen you got home for bringing in
crummy grades, especially for deportmeatdting up in class.

It was years later, probably about ten years hg@s on thdnternet
with my old high school group, and | found out that this teacher had passed
away.| started digging into this guy, and he had been in the Bataan Death
March Most of my teachersdown in El Paspor a lot of themin the early
0 6 Wvere prior service military peopl€his guy had been a lieutenant in the
death march and had survived it and gone into educatibought Wow, you

know?In fact, down aBliss,thee 6 s a bui |l di ng Isawmed af't
that the other day thought Man, how lucky | was to have a teacher like.this
And[ll]di dndét even know it at the ti me.

Does that mean you stopped getting into trouble outside of the classroom?
No, no, no, no.
Did you start working harder at your grades?

| worked harder at grades and trying to apply myself mdke. | said, grades

wer endt a b ingbodypushedygradedad wasmane during a

lot of that perioggwhen | wasm schools 0 he wasndt there to
Mom had her hands full with the girls.was just likeé

Now yow vdescribed yourself something as a little bit of a handffidre
your sisters less trouble for your mom?

My sister Libby would hae beenShe was a smart kid and applied herself and
did what she was toldMly younger sister, she was sickly at that tise there
was a lot of stuff going on there.

Did you get involved in any extracurricular activities?

Honestly, ngl didn 610 high school, | did notWell, | did junior ROTC
imagine that.

You just tol d medinyhemilitazwyer endét i nter est
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Well, yeah, but that was an electiaad it seemed to fit. knew the military
SO it just seemed like a natukdéndinAnd youdve got buddies
dadsarein the military, so yealwe did junior ROTC.

What were your favorite subjects?

In school? liked biology.| had a ton of mathot that | really liked it that
much, but | was fairly decéim math.Physics| liked physics.Chemistry was
okay, you couldmake stink bombs in chemistry class, so that was kind of
cool. (both laugh)

A nice, pactical application.

An application for everythingyou bet.El Paso was wild town to gow up
in, as a kid in thé 6.0

How so?

Well, you had access to Juarez, Mexto u had the rock oOn roc
starting.They were doing drug shakedowns in our high schools ba@l6ir8 ,

06K di dnodt p asortof stuff, puagiu eould go out diter ta

football gameand guys would go over to Juar&nu had to be careful

though.

Dad got wind that we were doing thisonetimend Dad sai d to
want you to know, if you get over to Juaramdyou get in trouble, you guys
aregoing toend up ina Mexicanjaildo And fAthereaisd nobody he
theStatest hat ¢ a nHehadlime abgub what dappened to a couple of
his soldiers that that had happenedBasicallyt hey é6d get; t hr own
theydd get rirclbthes and evérything distndir fewelry and
watches and everything and rolled and beattup.d he sai d, il
i f you get there and get in troubl

What year did you graduate from high school?
1964.

This would have been the early stage of the Beatles mafeiee you letting
your hair grow a little bit longer at that time?

No, no, ng | was intothe California stuff.I liked the Beach Boys and Jan and
Dean and fast cars afmur on the flbora n d a wa y Weweobedastg o

When you were going to Juarez, was it looking for alcohol or what?

Well, yyahWe wer endét t he r(laughtedfirebrackerss ouvenir s
alcohol, the girly shows/Ne got bounced out @heof their bars one night
becauseitwagg | dondt even k nFowofmybuddiesshoul d
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and | were thereand we sat through this show in an upper balctinyas a

female impersonato¥What the female impersonator liked to do was go

through he act and then drag a half drunk Gl up there and then rip her top off
and srothingehéreAnd dl thesudden the guy realigéhat itGs a

woman, and heobs So,wewelely e mbarr assed.

A woman or a guy?
A soldier from the audiere, from Bliss.
But a female impersonator would be a male.

Yeah, that 6s wh &t weisat througlsoneroundtaidehadsat a g e .
coupleofbeersThe next go around, yaendr e hsetdisl |
doing another act, or he hatever she is

Anyway, weodre yelling dow®notao t hi s
woman ité a guyGet off the stagegGe t  Abbut thadtime, | had the
bi ggest Mexi ¢ anHogestyo God) theebiggesi enean, bee € n
was hugeHe came um@and picked up all four of us, took us down the steps
and threw us out bodily in the streblie said fiStay out of her@,and we did.

Well, this is a peculiar questioBid he say that in English or Spanish?

He said it in very plain Englisilaugts)

Hedéd had practice saying that before.
Yes, yes.

Were you working at the time?

Yeah.About my sophomore year in high schddiad a buddyhe got me a
job where he was working selling shoé#e sold shoes togethedalt forget
the name of the placbut it was a name brand placen weekendson
SaturdaysOn Sundaysthe stores were closeBut he left and he got a job at
Safeway, a grocery store near where | lived and went to school.

A couple of weeks after he had goine camehyand sai d, AHevy,
want to wor k overl astaiSda,f efidieeycskaii tdhe afidVeod
comeonovero | talked to the manager and as
wor king and wor ked, |-fivel hmursdatweek.n o w, t we n

Dad pretty muchtoldmg, at ] t he beginnirhg of on
new dealat that poinin time, was madrafplaid] shirts and buttowlown
collars and-ruit of the Loomsand Levis and penny loafefgom and Dad
would buy youa standard issue for schoat the beginning of the yeawhich

23



James F. Perry, Jr. Interview # VR\VLA-L-2014002

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

was basically JC. P e nney 0 sKeddrsne&gkersanda cauplelof new
shirts.

| said, Al doWwdltDadwasstill arbumcandhest uf f . 0
said, ALook, t hi slIfyowswawdomdthinglse youdouyi ng vy
get &ojwerand got ajolbest thing he ever did for meecause you
had bosses back thenthatsédi e cust omer Gasdwadiveyy s r i @
hours and you betterbe herer we 61 1 gi ve youwll hours t
mean,thae 6s where | | earned, | really beli
those folks at Safeway.

Now, youdve been tal kingHowwdudyou about b
describe your relationship at that point in your life?

| just went and didvhat | wanted to doAs long as | stayed out of trouble,
didndot create problems for tBkewerdftamily,
through confirmation, you knodvthings were okayl. mean, we talked.

So it doesnodt soundybadpedse. much di fferen

No,no.l di dndét tell t hkepthmysstufindinoysef. | ot t h ot
I 611 put you on the spot.
Yeah, do it.

Which one of your parents would you most take after?

You know, | was thinking about that the ettday, and honestlyGit not

eithevor;it 6 s a ¢ o mbilnGam ihosadlddfv eb gtoh. a gener
heart, and that comes from Dad and Mom btie bad traitsl picked up

fromMom.Sgi f you | ook at the good uind bad
| have to fighfare]the Mom tapes that roll around in my head aNatt to

say she was a bad persbacause she could be very generous and giving and
outgoing one day, but the next day couldfbddly crap who are you@

I 611 gi ve oe®neChistingsarf tienrstlabnd been wo
bought her a Christmas gift. 6 d g o n e[Pdstd&Exchahdel hd&a
military 1D card so | could go to the P>XSo | went to the PXIL got her this
sweaterlt was a pullover with reindeer on it, black andite. | thought it was
really coo) so | bought it and gave it to h&@he opened the gift up and she
threwitbackatmeShe pitched it back and said,
t hi s |thoaght™aly crap | never got her another thing after that.
thought The Fell withit,]| 6 m not going through this |

Tothisdayl have noidea.5se 6d gone t hrough a hys
point in time so her female hormones and everything had to have been, you
know,whateverBut a ki d tonearf @asii@arsomhdmgh sch
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understand that stuff.was like i Woa fine.0 So | gave the sweater to my
girlfriend. (both laughHo woés t hat ?

Did she like it?
And she loved it, as a matter of fact.

This is a timeframevhenthere aresome other interesting things happenn

the United States, especially for some
attention to the militaryyou 6r e at Fort Bl ArdsfenseT e x as,
Artillery School Remember the Cuban Missile Crisdctober ofé 6 2 ?

Oh, Lord, do ] yeah.Biggs Air Force Base was in El Paschich was near

BlissWe6d been f ol | owi Qughistoty eaclterwasayst i n s
and every day wed6d get Moiethanlamythipgi eces o
being Army kids, we all realized how bad it could get and what it would do to

families and what it would do to our countlynean, we were totally tuned in.

| remember sitting on the second fléat would have been English
clas® and we had the windows looke right towards Biggs Air Force Base.
The afternoon was overcast, which isckdf unusual for El Paso, but it was
just overcast and grey that dayl the suddenall us kids in class were
looking at the teachefth e t eacher di dnotbutshere what w
were B52 bombersloaded uplifting off on the runwaysthree at a time
There were about four or five of these-tififs, separated by about ten to
fifteen minutesAnd every one of us thoughthis was the end of the world
because we knewVe had Air Force kids in class too, so you swap stories
about what yourdadsdand what 6s going on.

Well, strategic air bases have nuclear missiles, | mean nuclear bombs
They were going to their assembly areHsey lifted offand wentWe 6 r € | i k e
ANwwhat t he hel | 72iecagseweraligo ate@emah anpygletm
realizewh er e we,ésrgang ®© be targettbyg the Russiansso, you
know, weoHel It hiwd&adlmngsViowWIAsd dadh.g as | I
never forget that afteriom. Just totally frighteningT he ot her day | w
forget, when | was down therevas the dayPresident John FKennedy was
killed.

November oH 6 3

And | remember | was in our cafeteriawas my lunch brealkand they came

on the speakerThe first thing they told us was the president had been shot

and theydd taken hhmyt di Badbk!|l &ndwHO &pi
And then about half a hour latetheycame orand saidfi e pr esi dent 6 s
been killedd It was weird the way schowlas that daybecause everybody

just sort of left.l mean, they didndédt make a big
home or whatever.
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| remember walking home that ddyeither rode my bike to schqar
| walked to school until | got enough money to buy my foast But | walked
home that afternogm@and | was looking at the skiymean, it was just clear
blue.It was the prettiest damn ddymean,what had happened, mdnust
couldno6t think it through.

| remember the day of 21, here in Port ByronWhen 911 happened,
| went outsideThere were no chemtrails in the air, mathing.It was the
prettiest bluest day, and | thought back to the day Kennedy got, kitbe¢h in
Texas.It was the same kind of beautifsunny dayli ke t hi s shoul dn
on a dayike this But it just flipping right back to that.

We were out of school then {drbet, the better part of five day$hey
had the president 6s f unwentahtoughallthdt. al | t
It was really a downer for everybody in sogidtmean, particularly being in
Texas and having that happen in Texas.

| remember watchinfdack Ruby, on TV, shoot[Lee Harvey
Oswald And even then as a kidthought to myselfHow did this guy get so
closetothisguyhatte 6 s g ot ade tp sheot hin in tlkerguat and

drophinPSo anyway, | 6ve al waysédijasean ki nd
nut.
DePue: Just hearing you talk about the Cuban Missile G¥is@f all places to be, the

center of our missile center.

Perry: Yeah, yeahbecausesaakid, from my highschogy o u6d wal k out t h
door, and we were close enough to see the trails and the launches of the Nike
Zeuses and the Hercules and all that stuff up at White Samesn, White

Sands wasnoét that far away, either.
DePue: This isthe missile training center.
Perry: Yeah, yeah.
DePue: What did you think you wanted to dath the rest of your lifewhen you were
in high school?
Perry: | had no idea.
DePue: Youdd spent ,uptothis poetsurrounded bl the ndlitary.
Perry: Yeah, thatoés all Il knew.
DePue: But that wasnét one of the options?
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Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

I  di dnodt | neanpitsvasdhe summdr of 196e 6 r e out runni i
around, having a good time, doing parties, just ignoringllileean, the early
0 6 Was wild and@zy.

Was it that you had no intentiarf ever goingnto the military or you just
werenodot focused enough to think about

Wa s not Ifwasahinking dhout my girlfriend, my car, my jdbwas
going to Texas Western, promptly failingyrolasses therdecause | had no
business therd.was seventeen when | graduated from high schoads just
too damn immature for a lot of responsibilitbyplaces and things | was doing.

What did your parents want you to be doing?

Momsaidtomeonetima t woul d be ni celpromptly 6d bec
| aughed at that.lamdndHai chavielNalhankdmsde
t hat as s omet hiAmndgl thinkdPastog @ausédewasomyd o . 0
pastor who confirmed ndereinforced that with my motheglaugts)

When you were going to public schpdbwn in El Paso, were you living on
base?

No, no.We lived in El Paspin an area calleMilagrosHills, first. Dad

bought a house there and then had a swimming polbliftine backyard

That was the biggest pathereever waslt was nice to have a pool in Texas,
but | ended up being pool boy and cleaning and changing filters and all that
stuff. It was just a lot of workBut anyway, we stayed in that house for about
two years

Then the folks built a house on Pistachio Streétlithink Treehaven
is the subdivisionFrom the back yard it was deseall the way up to the
Franklin Mountainsat that point, to th&hite Sands HighwayWe used to
hike the mountaingFor] my extracurricular activiesfrom schoaol my
buddies and | 6d go out rabbit hunting,

Hiking the mountains got dangerous one,d#gcause we got up in
thereand t hat 6s wher e (fdithe AvneydVp@inns r anges
behindthemwher e t he safety . YobKnowhewfasa coul dn
seversix two roundgoes a bullet roundWe got behind that.

T hat 0 standaal ufleround

Yeah, yeah, and the bull esbwehadtobety 6r e w
down.There were big boulders theand we crawled down in the boulders

and got down beloyws 0 w e geai Wew@re down there for about five or

six hours.(laughs) | mean, it was likeoh boy.Then we started thinking about

the rattlesnakeand the tarantuladlo, we were always out in the desert

hiking, sol was physically fit.
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DePue: Most peopl e ar e kldaso isapretity legh eldvationhoi s |, but
begin with.

Perry: Oh, absolutelyyes.

DePue: Even before you get to the mountin

Perry: Yeah, yeah it is.

DePue: Did you like the weather down there?

Perry: | loved it. Yeah, | enjoyed itMy friends, my high schopieah, | liked El
Pasol guess ifs changed. still have friends down therdly one friend Phil,
| call him periodcally. He s ai d, fiYou ewbewrlyaufived orr ecogr

where we livedHe s ai d e v e;rhyetrhei onsglegsad rifgalit. e d
gone.Gangs, ifs jus€ you know.

DePue: So you had a gangut it was a completely different gang?

Perry: Yeah, we werdriendly guysT hat 6 s wh a;theygvaraygls buddes e
back then, a gang of buddid&s not like todayWwe di dndotWe arry he
didndét shoot peopl eWeaworleddi dndét beat pe

DePue: What did you do after you graduated@u already sai you went to college
for a little while.

Perry: [I] went to college down there for a whilEhen my dad retired from the
military while he was at Carspand he came back to El Pabecause the
folks had built the housé think the plan would have bed¢imat they were
going to live in El PasdDad ended up working for the Gallo Wine,
Budweiser distributorshjglown in El PasoMy mo mjduringitlze d
Depressionhad been a bootleggenade bathroom ginn the bathtub.

DePue: Did you know of it at thatitne?
Perry: No, | di d nThese akemngsihat | leaned latefboth laugh
DePue: |l didndt t fgionk ga myo mamwyscalgoothendpd.t o t el |
Perry: But anyway, Grandpa, to get through tepressionyou knowé Mom said
she remembred guys coming to the back doand fifty cents or twenty
cents, youbd give them the booze.

So anyway, Mom had a real darned dim view of working around
alcohol and people who drank a lot and that sort ofttBhge wasndét r eal
enamored of Dad gettingjab with the Gallo Distributorship and the
Budweiser Distributorship.
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

| think it was really a mistakdecause | belieyédad Dad stayed
where he waswith those people, he would have probably ended up being a
millionaire, because the peopikeathad thedistributorshipdealt with the post
and the Air Force baseghe gentleman that hired Dadad took me in to
meethim one dayand the guy bought me a brand new duntean,[heg liked
Dad enough to take me out and have me téiimd forthe snazziess ui t | 6ve
ever ownedIt was a brown material with blum it, and it was cool.

But anyway, Mom and Dadrgued a lot about his working for these
people and the distributorshide had to be out at nighthecking bars and
that sort of stuff, and she jusated that.

But it sounds likefrom the time he went to Fort Carsaherewerea couple
of years that the two of them were living in two differemiesentirely.

Yeah,yeahSo,as a seventeen year ol d, off canb
this. To keep my sanity and to stay away from the family fighting, | went to

work. | had friendsand | did other things, and | just stayed aviakeep

from getting sucked into all thisstuff di d n 6BEmonte eodn ailtl.y , | ¢
deal with half d it.

Does that mean that there was usually tension in the air ychewerehome?

There were always fightsmean, there were fightsrememberone
Thanksgiving my mother chased my dad around the dining room table with a
butcher knifetrying to stick him andthis is the formal dining roopwith
everything on the tablé.rememberDad used one of his Judo moves and
came around behind her and got the knife away fromBhrit was the

mental stability stuffThat was going on all the tim stuff like that.

Was she getting any help at that tinw#@sthere anything that was officially
diagnoed?

No.Shedéd gone to William Beaumont Gener :
there She dd Hutnetmng thdt eknea pf that wésrthcoming.But

| 6 m a s e vodrsrotenesed kiggeoa rt hey arendét going
about a lot of that stufS o , like, olk&aysl decided thenl had my life | 6 m

going to live it.You people do what you want to do.

Well, 1964 is whenqu graduatedSo youdre in colAege for
lot of kids stayed in collegdéecause theneasalso a draft if you happen to
drop out.

Yeah, yeah, absolutelou got your Selective Servicecaamind i f youodr e
college,manyy ou weaingnoét g

And i f you werendét in college.
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Perry: Then if you got marriedy ou wer gsobddy. goi ng
DePue: Well, |l etds take the next step in this
Perry: Al r i ght Monhraidedds® nut ked with Dad about the jokhat he

finally sad, i ®ay, emugho He applied for the QUASISuality Assurance
Specialist Ammunition Surveillanc@fogram up here at the Rock Island
Arsenal.lt was an intern program, the ammunition management program at
the Rock Island Arsenal.

DePue: QUASIS?

Perry: QUASISSDonot asikmeams what

DePue: Is that an acronym?

Perry: Yeah RU-AS|-S, Quality assuranceBut anyway, its ammunition

managementAnd he came ypupto the islandMom had moved here earljer
and she was with my aunt agaso | wasstill in El PasoDad was still in El
PasoMy buddies and,lwehad an partment.Oh, man, we had an apartment!
It was kind of @Dew Drop Innapartment, you knowAnyway, we had an
apartment

Web thad a beer party the night befoifdne keg was stilin the
bathtul) and there were drunk people everywhere, and Dad carHe was
leaving for Rock Island the next daye sat me down and saitl,6u know,
this really isndét what Wéhuy odwgoghdtt tyoo ub e
come on up to Rock Island, o lowa with u® ¢lesaidil 61 | get you
through collegeand you can settle down with your life then and figure out
what you want to do.

So | agreedsaid adios to my buddieshad a6 5Buick, and Dad and
|l drove up to Gr an Grmaadpashadidiad bgthisipoift.e r n 1 |
[We] spent some time with heand then we drove up hetdom and Dad
found a house, a little place over the post office in Le Claire, IMoan was
a fixer-upper type persorshe fixed that place ypand then they moved oat
that and they moved to another place in Le Cldingas sort of bouncing
around with theml was working at the Le Claire Jack and Jill, the grocery
store in downtown Le Claird.hey sold my car out from under rs® | had to
walk to work | was getting nowhere fast.

My uncle worked at J. I. Casand | asked him if he could find me a
jobatJ.l.Casdde sai d, i We |l 10, Hle fAbwihbad@pdok ar oun
you t o s ellthink hg greased thd skids oeal wekcause | went in
to thepersonnel guyand they hired me on as a laborer on the assembly line.
worked there for about a year, maki ng

DePue: Working on what?
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Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

We were putting Case tractdtegethe}. | was on sukassemblydoing the
picker stuff, and | could work piece rat.buddy of mine from up in lowa, he
and | worked it We could basically have our day done in four hpifirse
pushed itlt was good moneyhot

Where was the factory?

In Bettendorf  Wwhe she rierboat gambling stuff is nov&till when we
had jols in America, Mark we made things.

Part of the day when there was lots of heavy industry in the Quad Cities area.

Yeah, and you could go anywheWhen | moved up here, | could have quit
Ca® anytime and walked over to John Deere and gotten on the next day, or
Caterpillar They were all here.

Everything was here.
IH [International Harvesterjyyeah.Now itGs goneexcept for Deere.
Were you union at the time?

| hadto join the union, yeatAfter my probation, you had to be a union
membey so yeah

Were you fine with that?

| was too dumb to know any differeat that timelt bothered me that they

were ripping me off for uniondues. di d n 6t ttisgamy bdnefiia@ s g e
anything, but the older guys would dro
a union membeir(DePue laughs)

Was your father working at the arsenal then?

Yes The intern program was run out of Savannah Arsenal, Army D8pot

when he graduated from that, he didnot
world againHe could have been anywhebecause with his career path at

that point, he could have been assigned to Korea or back to Germany or any
number of places with ammition. But fortunately | guess for him, he ended

up here at Rock Islantie ended up managing the engineer ammunition

Bangalore torpedoes and that sort of stuff worldwide is what he ended up

doing.

A

But heds no | onger in the Army at that
No, no.

So a GYGeneral Schedulgay schedule for civil servitemployee?
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Perry: He was GS, y&h
DePue: Did you go back to schoas well?
Perry: Well, | tried school hereand againl was
DePue: Here being where?
Perry: Le Claire, lowaOnce | got up here, I tried Le Claire.
DePue: What was the name of the school?
Perry: | went to Palmer Junior CollegBalmer is the home of the chiropractic
school, but they were opening a junior collegg. wasndét what | th

going to happernl.thought | was going to be coming up hdsased on what

Dad told meandgoing over to the Universityoflowd.hat di dnot
materiaizegbecause Mom and Dad just dlitdndét h
was nght schoglso | was working during the dgydriving back and forth,

and | ended up dropping olit. s a i d stupfildl just workedsworked

and partiedgo out on the river and catch fish.

DePue: What were you thinking about doing when you werealttege ?What were
you going to do with allhis education?

Perry: | wanted to go to dental school is what | thought.
DePue: Why dental school?
Perry: | wore braces as a kid, and thoughkll,t h ason@ethingtodot 6 s a
professional jobl can make sme moneyandt h abe éodl.
DePue: We must be about 1965 by this time.
Perry: Yeah.
DePue: Vietnam is starting to warm up.
Perry: [t ripping.l 6ve got frieneésyfoubom beaC€Cdabifetth

Shau Valleyl have a friend of mine who came hordering this timeframe

when | was still running around over in Le Clair, lowBe came back from

the 4h Infantry Division He was older than we were, but when he came

home, it was likefi @ wow, what happened to yGud mean mentally,

everythinghe didh 6t want t o ,rdothingdWhat was mayringtb o d y
exposure to the Nam situation, what was goingdba. woul dndét t al k

DePue: Where were youas far as the draft is concerned?

Perry: Well, 1Tetbds see
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DePue: You probably were classified 1A.

Perry: Yeah, | was 1Al was just bouncing alongwas workingT hey just di dn
getmel dondt know.

DePue: What did they do, forget about you for a while?
Perry: | often thought it was because | moved arounchsoh they never caught up
with me, so | dondt Kknow.
DePue: Where do we go next in the story?
Perry: Wel |, || ettlbes mext event '
DePue: How about this; who were you dating at the time?
Perry: Welb, yes, thatos w(@ePuedaughdmehasverhsvaed ed t oo

young lady in Le Clairel. was the new kid out of town, new kid from Texas,

and my uncle and aunt lived right across the alley from wherdttieyoung

| ady o6 slivéedaMyi IlUnjc |l e Fr itz used to keep t
nephew Jimm 6 s ¢ o mi ;g6 u pq hietrVeell, 1 goteherg,and. o

she had eyes for me and snagged me.

DePue: What 6s her name?

Perry: Pam.

DePue: Pamela?

Perry: Pamela.

DePue: What was her last name?

Perry: Meinert, M-e-i-n-e-r-t. But she was still in high ool, | was out.So she went

to Bettendorf High Schopand I wasworkingt 6 d dr i ve her to sc
her up from schooOne thing led to anotheand being a dumb kid, we ended

up getting married earl{she ended up pregnant before we were maraiedl,

it was like,i ®ay, now what are you goingtoddli™o w youbéve got to

up.o
DePue: When was this?
Perry: This would have been 196%/e got married in Augusf L e teéitlkan s

remember the datdugust 23..No, August 20, 1966.

DePue: So vy o weidup @& lowwae Bettendorf area, for about a year and a half or two
years?
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Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

Yeah, thereabout8/lade a lot of friends, a lot of guydonestly, we were

partying too hard, tearing up the streets, in and out of the couatriurting

people but just dag a lot of wild and crazyreckless stuffAnd to be totally

honest, it was getting outofcontr@éine aft ernoon | was ove
and my buddies, they were younger than |.Wwags the only one of legal age

at that pointl 6 d t ur n @y weie gtih seertaghut they worked
for the Davenport Country Club.

We should say eighteen was the legal drinking age at thatRonéward
liquor, for everything?

Yeah, beerl think beer t hat 0 s.Aaydy, tHeyowstre damp arbik

golf tournament at the country clubwo of the guys worked for the country

club as caretaker§hey knevet hey d6d set up and then | €
everything out on the course at night they came up with the bright idea,

we can go overra snag onto the beend then we can have a beer party out

in the woods hera couple dayslatet hank God | dildndt go \
didndét go when t hlutgtheyweemt t o get t he be

They came back by later that next day and foundTihey had arunk
full of beerin the old Chevyp 6Chevy. The trunks are really big mean, it
was full of beer and pop and candy b&s.y way, we t hought we¢
away with it We got all our friends togetheand a couple of nights later we
hadawiener roasand beer and pop and had a grand old time.

Le Claireds probably, | dondét know,
Well, we got done with the partyand we were all hungryVe were all too
drunk to be drivingWe dr ove i nt o Bwhichizonedfthe f t o R
old famous hamburger placés.fact, [President BarragkObama just went
there not too long agdté being torn down nowthe guythatowned it was

an old Navy veteran, and hedéd give you
of dumb little turdsya wer e, t hat y o uHedbodn 6bte eknn oiwn a
Worl d War |1 and Korea, altmdsatherged opene

joint. But he was more fun to be aroynmtcausée had storigsand it was
just kind of a fun place.

Wel |, we 6d oghungerstherewadfobrefrugWefgot
done with burgersandwege still really too drunk to be drivingVe stopped
over at a filling station that was just right on the corner from the restaurant
The gas attendantthey still came out and pumped gas for you at that point
the gas attendant came out and pumped the gas that we got and saw in the
back seatall the beer and the crap that was in the back¥éatheaded out of
Bettendorf going back to Le Claire

Whenwe left 1 6 m gl ad’ Imeeallaihd Bettemdors Police
DepartmentBefore we got out of town, they picked us apd we found
ourselves in jailWe were in the Bettendorf jail that evening, and they
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transferred us to the Davenport jan the Davenpi jail it got more
interestngbecause there youod0re with the mot
There were all sorts of bad peoplée walked inand we were cute looking

little teenage boydNe all decided, we were sitting on the picnic benches out

in front there rather than getting in a ceWhere anybody could grab on to. us

We just sat on the picnic benchisthe judge called for ysand ve all got to

go see the judge.

DePue: He r e, $assume, blonde, bheyed

Perry: Oh, yeah.

DePue: Prokably looked more innocent than you were then?

Perry: Oh, yeah, yeabAnyway, the judge got us all in his chambers that next day
and said, NnOkayHeheodoe what yplnaahy e ngst
by the way, | 6ve had ,dowaYogdlneedto you i n
jointhe servicebecause i f you dondét join the s

El d o Wall, ifgyou know whatEldora was, it was basicallyjuvenile
reformatory which probably would have been a good place for us in
hindsight.

So we all went home that afternoon, and then the next dayoive
together andirove into Davenport to see the recrwst&ve joined the buddy
system irthe Army, where you joined together and you supposedly went
through basic and AlTAdvanced Individuallraining] together It was a great
deal for youl qualified high enough to get into el joined three yearsve
all did. I was going to become a dental assistant in the ANtyybuddies one
went engineersand the other went straight leg infantfhe guy that went
straight leg infantry never made it to Vietnafaugts) Figure that onetHe
went airborne and went to Vicenza, Italy for three years.

DePue: He won that lottery.

Perry: He won that one, big time.

DePue: Thereds a few stotieupgs here that | need
Perry: Probably.Go ahead.

DePue: Were you already married at this time?

Perry: Well,i t 6 s K signed um f é

DePue: What day was that?
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Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

| got married on the twentieth of Augustaised my right hand in Des
Moines, lowa, on the twentthird of August.l was married three days before
| left my bride for Fort Leonard Wood.

So,et 6s back Buepf oa el iytotul egolti tmarri ed, whe
reaction to

The situation?

The situation.

Well, it was vey interesting because | knew what | needed tq ohorally. |
figured, 1got my girlfriend pregnant, need to get married, need to do
something you know, do it the right way.

Let meask you a really personal question.

Sure.

Did you lowe her?

Yeah | did. But we were both too young to even understand what we were
getting into.

Solcalled myparenfhecause | wasnoét Lliving w
said that | wanted to talk to theand | wanted to bring Pam ové&ke went
overtoalktomyparentthecause | egally | wasnodt ol
in the State of lowa or lllinoid.had to be like twentpne or something.

However, in Michiganl could get marriedSo anyway, Il 611 get
second.

| went and talked to Morand Dadl needed to get their permission.

Dad waswavering but Mom said absolutely nddo | said i ®ay, fined So
we | eft and went back tandtBlkedwdls f ol ks,

explairedwhat happenedder mother said to meand her mom was a great
gal she said, Al k; weocangomu ta MichijasnY c a @ r @ o

bothofagetherd. f you want to doSot hihsa,t 6wse dwhla tc

do. The next day we drove up to Michigandgot hitched up there and then
cameback.Then two days latet was gone.

What was your motherés objection?
| have no idea.
Did she not like or respect Pam?

No, because after | 6d been ininhe
fact, my mother helped Paget a job at the Rock Island Arsenal and started
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

her career in the federal servite.
any attention to what Mom was sayilgjh e

kind of what happened.
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t hink

it was

more t hat

d eandeény thifba n d

t hat 6s

Was Pam along whtthis whole incident of getting the beer and having the

cookout?

No, she saved mél o ,

and stuff, shet s@oidng.idNo,

she

wa s n 0The dterrmantimtmy f or t hat
buddies stopped by and wanted me to go help that eveaistgal the beer

That would have been like the day after you got married.

Yeah, but the incident happergethe breakin and stuff where we got
she didnot

caught happened like two weeks earliér.n d
pregnant at that point.

All of that happened pretty quickly.

youdre no

know s

Oh, God, it was just like | mean, my whole world turned upside down in a
period of two weeks.

Her ebs thethé mpat it | |

st r u¥pgdeti margied®kay, under s

you are very young, but normally ytxave some kind of honeymoaand you

spend a lot of time togetheandlike within a day or sgyour buddies have

There was no honeymoon, no honeymoon.

€ your buddies have convinced you to go drinking beer and having a party
with them and leaving Pam at home?

No, that was beforéll this happened prior to any of the marriage stuff

okay?No,lwa s n 6t

C ar QduirkingnNp, na.r o u nd

The day after you got married.

No,no,no,no,nd. di dnot
|l 6m gl ad | was
That 6s good.

But the law caught up withou.

me an

nosey

to |l eave

enough

t

(0]

t hat i m

clarify

Yeah, they did, and off we werklew down to Fort Leonard Wood, got in a
cattle truck and drill sergeant started yellingwas fun.And then the fight

began.
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Before this, you mudtavethoughtil wonder why theyore no
meo

Who?
The Army.

Why t hey ar e n 0ltneverthought absut itdodestly, e wee ?
justoug | 61 | ,bne bfthe thimgsiwe di®ne afternoon we were just

bored and off of wor k, igernhathadlsteppeibs a t
along the track We figured, well, we could hop the flatbed and be like Huck

Finnand Tom SawyeiWe 6 | | go uWe &lol (jetntoofnf t her e

So | had one of my friendsl s ai d, i D;imeevusupmy car U
ClintonnWe 6 r e hhepanWe @r e going t oWelliode t he
and behold, we gotto Clintpth e t r ai n d i Nowd&hatds yoo w d o wn
do?So, we jumped] mean, we were jumpingingrgg® u coul dnodt t el
was underneath it.mean, it was hight was laer in the summeiHHo w | 6 m
alive to this day is beyond mgoth laugh

By 1966 the Vietnam War is already seriously heating/igxe you paying
any attention to what & going on in Nam?

Little or none.l knew the war was going oi.o u 0 d frignds\meaown their

number would come yp h ey 6 d Llkeel mgntonesl earlier, the one

friend, the older guy that had returned, he yastotally different.But if you

know anything about A Shau Valley, you know what the heck he went
through.You knew twasbadYou knew you really didno
y 0 U 0 r e angifotinapgens, it happeng¥ou go and you do what you got

to do.

This was a little bit early for this, but were you hearing any stories in the news
about student protesbr resistance or complaints or arguments about it?

No. No, notpaying attentioiothatatalll wasndét politically
pointinmylifel di dndét pay attention to polit

How would you describe yourself politicallf® youhave no interest, just
indifferententirely?

| wasindifferent! di dndtdiaanréeg. car e, DWhemic r at o
went to high school, you got the normal propaganda about how Hoover was

bad and the Democrats were good and how the grahivds a great thing

You | ushatgbost éwh @hat wgskiod ofjntyy mindset.

Did your parents ever talk politics at hongeowing up?
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Pery:

No. Dad being in the Army, ndt was never really talked about, at least not
amongst where | was ewvaround.

Tell me about your induction physic&o you remember that at all?

Yeah, [ rememberthat. 6 m trying to r.,becausekber how 1
everything happened so doggone fdsre Shortly after we signed up in

Davenport, they sentswp t@ | think it was called Fort Des Moinels.

wasnot Calrhgiev®iowdgFert Des Moingand we did our

physicals thereThey ran us through on the yellow lines and the green lines

Follow these footstepd®end overlook up your nosdook in your earsand

make sur e youWeal wged) andwecame bagk from that and

we were here f@ | want to sayit was like another week

Then we got train tickefshrough the recruiteto go back to Des
MoinesThat 6 s when bodyalgwn théreSawhat they myst
have beendoingwgs hey 6d bring people in, until
down at Leonard Woqdhat needed to befilegg nd t hen t heydd br
everybody in at ongdérom various points around the country.

Soyou went through basic training at Fort Leonard Wood?

Fort Leonard WoodGod, was that miserable. st i I I di dndét have
mouth completely.l still thought | knew more than other peogdiguess.

More than the drill sergeash

No, more than the mess sergedciuckles)l was dining room orderlyand

he wanted me to do something s ai d, Al 6vWell r ebhdyddon
like that responsdde saidii Wl | , you havemndti sthanéei oh o
something to that @&fct. So, after everybody else was released from KP

[kitchen police]that day, he kept mé&nd | got to clean out the grease sap

Now,a grease trap isndbét a little one
greaseThis grease trap had a metal door in tleatrthat you would open up
|l 6m six foot tall, and I could crawl n

smelly spotlt was about maybe three foot high on the grodinis was all in

the ground and connected to the sewage sy§idame y doné6t sewant t h
going in the sewerdecausdt plugs things upSo, the new guy with the

mouth got to go in and clean up.

Well, it happened to be abolit0degrees that dajt was in August.
And the smells wergists o met hing t hat | é6ditwe®ver s me
like, A @ God 80, you get sick to your stomagtvell, you clean that up too.
Cleaned everything up, got done with it, and | went back to my bunk.

The next day, one of the platoon sergeants came arodneeople.
When you go into basic, you takdattery of testto see how bright or how

39



James F. Perry, Jr. Interview # VR\VLA-L-2014002

dull you are, and | scoredwelLhey came around and said
interested in going to OC®fficer Candidate Schopl become a | i eut
Wel | , |l 6d been around in t hceres;andny | ong
what | thought might ba better rank structure than anotfern d | s ai d, i
yeah, | might Theyi st éeftbmygofirttebiedy pudwv e o

had a lot of math in high schqaind you took math in colleg&ve think you
oughttogo to Fort Sill to Field Artillery

| thought i ®ayol started thinkingWell, | 6 rmat sureThey said,
Wel | , we n e eldhought ab&untioe\greaseotpgmdd thought,
Wu know, thereds got to bethanthieeet t er v
years of greasetrapo | sai d, HAYeah, |l 61l go. o

A
A

DePue: Was this before youdéd even completed t

Perry: | was still in basic training, yea®o they tagged ubased on scorebly
other two friends qualified for OCG&s wel thatl was in[with] on the buddy
system.They chose not to gohey said no.

DePue: By choosing OCS, did that extend the obligation you had?

Perry: After OCS, | had a twayear obligationSo the way it broke, it extended it a
coupletwo, three months, nahat muchWhen we graduated from basic,
family came downthe wife came downWe got like a weekend off hen |
headed down to Fort Sillwas put into what they call down thassan OCS
prep battalion.

AIT [Advanced Individual -
Training] ran anotheeight or nine =vd
weeksl dondét renBumbler exact !l y.
basically what the OCS prep battalion 1§
did was prepare you for the regimen i
OCS.Well, it wasjust like a miniOCS.
| mean, everything that happened in

OCSs
DePue: Command basic training then?
Perry: No, it was like a minDCS.All the

square meal stuff, all the running, all
the Jarks up the hill, all the pushups, ,

. Officer Candidate Perry successfully completed
all the harassmen&" the..l mean, It a punishment tour, earned while in OCS at Ft.
wa s n 06 tnorinal AMdTewheare they Sill, OK in April, 1967. His OCS platoon carried

. . the rock Perry holds back from a road march.
gOt SChOOIlngand they had time off. Their Tactical Officer had to sleep with it, an

We di dn 6Wewgre put t h aQqcstradition.

! During OCS, when the candidate earned too many demeritguid hiave to run up MB4, a prominent hill at
Fort Sill, in combat boots and rifle, within a limited time, as punishment.
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Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

under pressureight off the bat.

Inanor mal Al T, Advance I ndividual Tr ain
specialty.

Specialty, which would have beror usit wasobservation andunnery a
forward observer and then figuring out fire direction controldata.at 6 s wha't
we got in AIT. Only smart guys get into that stuff, as you well know.

And dl that talk about going into théental corps and doing that kind of
work?

Went out the windowWell, | knew | was married had a kid.| needed to be
able to support the family, and | thought Wl heck, why no? What the
heck It makes more sense.

Where was Pam during this time?

She was back in Le Clairand $ie was living with her parentdnd through
CHAMPUS|Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed
Services, the babyCheryl Ann was born CHAMPUS picked up the whole
bill.

CHAMPUS being the military medical systeAt what point in the tining
was your daughter boPn

Cheryl was born in March d@f 6 Yhat was after | had completed the OCS

prep AIT.Iwasheldoverl di dnét get iThdremso®ICS r i ght
wasnot all owed i,wheoyouy0C iBto ©CSgtiey doaway 1 s
complete background investigattmnd t hey ask i f youdve
with the law.Well obviously, | had

So, | laid it all out to the investigatorsVell, that means somebody
comes back here and asks questions of judges and police deparirhents.
judge was good to usvhen he sent us offe saidfiff you do t his, t
no record of any arrest or anythingand he kept his wordecause when they
came back and investigated this stuff, there was no record and came back
perfectly cleanSo then Iwas entered into OCS after thBut it was a period
of almost three months that | waitétthile | waited, | was assigned to a troop
detachment down therthat was running 13B AIT.

13B beingyour basi@

Cannoneeryeah.So | was marching eops from point to point was kind of
like a glorified babysitter and acting corporal or something at that point, just
waiting for OCSBut Cheryl was born during that timefrapaad | did get an
emergency leave of about five days to come back to seantighe family.
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Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

Interview # VR\+A-L-2014002

WerePam and your daughter able to join you at @QCS

Not until | was an upper classmafou went through three phases in our OCS

program.

Walk me through the OCS program.

It was roughly a twentyhree week progm where you were schooled on
officer etiquette, tactics, gunnery, maintenarakpertainng to artillery. It
gave you common core subjects that you needed to know to be an effective

artillery second lieutenanphysically and everythinglhe program tned out
lots of good peopldt was a strenuous, rigorous progrdthwas probably the
toughest thing that | had experiencedifi, atthat point.lt meant a lot to me

to getthroughthabecause youdre with your

something and theeam building and the bondinghe last thing you want to

buddi

do is flunk out, so you had to maintain an academic score through there to

graduatePhysically, you had to pass the PT testswaedpons qualifications

andvisual stuff.

Basicin AIT is nomally what people look back on as their toughest period,

especially basic training Y o u Obreec aduisTe youdbre getting
and structure and harassment and things like Wihat was different about

OCS that made it tougher from your pergpe&®? Were you still getting that

harassment?

Well, yeah, you were getting the harassmenty o u

first phase of OCSwvhat they tried to do to usvas to get us to quit.hey

wanted to find the quitterso they put the pression to force people out of

the program.

What happens if you quit?

Well, you reverted back to enlisteghd you

filled an MOS[Military Occupational

Specialty slot, wherever the Army needed
you. We lost a bunch of people in that first
eightweek periodand good riddance is all

youcouldsaypecause they woul

made it.They would have been more

detrimental in a combat situatiomad they
been able to sneak throudgdo the Army

system workedlt weeded them out.
Did you look & it that way at the time?

Atthetimeno, you wer e

you. | was doing everything | could humanly

do to make it through that program.
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

the first time in my life that | was focused on a real goal and wanted to
achieveit. Sq it was a growing up period for mmore than oneyeah.

Does that mean that you were able to keep your mouth shut?
Yes.Yeah | learned that, learned that very fast.
Sorry to be sdlunt.

No, but yeahYou know me veryvell. (both laugh So, anyway, Pam was
able to move down to Oklahoma, down to Fort Sill, when | got to be upper
class That would have been like the sixteenth week of OCS.

Then you spent another eight weeks at what they called upper class or
redbird.You got to wear a red tab on your shirt, walk around and drop other
smacks around, make them to pushups and that sort of thing.

Did you like the academic, the scholarly aspects of it, because that was pretty
tougl?

It was toughlt was really dificult, because you were sleep deprivgalu

didndt get Peesanaltingetwasdirhitedejyst took a great deal of
concentrationl had some of my gunnery classes after chow in the afternoon,

and if youdre tired éaoadremembedmaeydgyst a f
going to the back of the class, juststandingsup | di dndét mi ss un
what was being talked abquitecausew di dnét wuse cAlmput er s
our stuff was done on slide rulesytabular firing tables.

They 6d wpdronkcomnson area fire missiottsmetmessages
[weather data transmitted to artillery units in fixed forfheagrecision
registrationsYou had to be able to do the stuff on exayfsu had like an
exam every week ohf wha taysttedidndthisspfiv er e d .
wa®e Anditcamesofas¥oudér e expected to run a fi
Vietnam.

They made no mistakes telling us we were going to Viettlara t 6 s
where we were headeflome lucky guys got Germany, buetbulk of us, we
shipped to Vietnam.

Youbve been talking about gunnery, and
same experiengg 0 | know what .Bu,foromos peoptel ki ng &
they might think gunnery meant youdr e
shoot aveaponWh at 6 s gunnery for the field ar

Inthe artileryyou 6r e actually shoot,ifhatgre t arget s
miles and miles aways0, You have to have a set of eyes on a hilltop

somewhere that can see the targed th e y 6 vt®detgrmihe information,
directional information and distance i
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Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

direction control teamAnd, based on the type weapons system, like 105

howitzer or 155, you calculate that dagant from the eyes or the forward

observesto you to determine that dat@hat data is then sent down to the

individual cannons and set off on the cannons, and téefiréd. The rounds

go out.More than likely first roundo u t , gpinguddniseThe eyesadjust

that data, they refethat dataSoy ou6r e trying to get <cl o
what ever yoydgnpldedshooti ng at

Is that to sayhatthis is essentiallya series of mathematical problems?

Yes, d@solutely, all the way throughVh e n you o r e rgetpithoilh i t t i ng
down to some sort of math issue thatos
Now, the three main areashen | was going through thisaining, were

learning how to be a forward obseryvre guyw h o up en the front lines

watching this stuff land anddaustingitwh at youdve jJust been
the gunnery stufiworking in a fire direction centpand also the gun line,

working with the guns themselvdsid you get all three of those?

During OCS, yeahWe had weeks of each.
Which ore did you seem to like the mogi,taketo the most?

| liked the gunneryBut, see,tiwas a combined process back tHeater on in
my military careerthey split out the observation tearasvay from the
gunnery, the people that determine the datahat point in timeit was a
combined forward observer, gunnery system for teaching.

DownatFortSildur i ng OCS, theyododWewbdwd us o
actually have the forward observer right there next to the gunnery team and
compute all the datright there and then send it back down to the guns that

were about a mile, mile and ahalfaw8o it wasndét actually
would be for a unit situation, but for
worked it.

Did you get some survey traing, as well?

A little bit, not a lot enough to figure out to take the fire out of the old lady
and end itknow whatDOL [Direction of Logisticsjwas and know what
magnetic north is and how to use your aiming circle to apyggurvey data
that suvey people leave for yolut that was what a lieutenant needed to
know. You got that in basic.

You might want to explain very briefly what it meant to be taking the fire out
oftheoldladyl s t hat what the executive offi

Yeah.Howdo I putitYou know what I édm trying to ¢
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The term that comes to miwhkchwhen t hat vyo
youor e t al kislaymgthedattery?vi | i ans,

Laying the batteryYou 6 r e getting t hwher&tbewmeedz er s i
to be to be able to fire.

Youdre aligning all tubes parallel

TubesareparalleEver yt hingds parallel, so tech
common grid to masfires.

| 6 m s orsotgchnicgl gprtobabl y sbhdoyoulledrndt do t h
anything about searchlights when you were in basic training?

No, not a thingnever even heard of themther than | knew they were on
tanks.

And how much of your mindset, the focus that you and the other students had,
was beause you knew where you were headed?

Oh, totally.At that point in timel was paying a lot more attention to what

was going on in VietnanWe knew the rate that artillery lieutenants were

being killed off because an artillery lieutenant, as yoelM«nowe When you

go out as a forward obsearnvde ry,o uybovued rgeo tw
radio on your baclor your radio operatorhasther e6s a bi g | ong
antennaand the VJViet Cond knew what the guys carrying the radio

meanf becausehtey were deathly afraid of artilleryhe first thing they tried

to kill off was the artillery guythe lieutenant and the radio operator.

So yeah, we were going over as cannon fodderall figured.Then
t heydd t el | ,Auds gedadutlinhe fialdeasred tyad wleésd ; be out
youol | | ast.Thsaetvéesn tsheec olnidisgdananiiewamf a s ec
observer Like, come on but it scared ya, made you pay attention.

Were you aware of the growing complaints and resistance, the cowarter
movement that was going on at the time?

A little more, but still, we were so focused on what we were leartiag was
the overwhelming tasiBy the time you got done with the day, all ywanted
to do was drop into your bunk and get five orisours sleep and start the
same cycle over again.

Wewere trappedTr apped maybe isnét the righ
given any free time whatsoevyemtil probably about fourteen weeks into OCS
was before we got our first taskhich meant we coué For one Saturday
night, we could get off post, go have a beer or go downtown to see a movie or
whatever.
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But, for that previous fourteen weeks, we were busy with Army stuff
twenty-four hours a dayl. had a couple of nightwhere they just came in,
roustedus up out of oubunks made us put our wooden foot lockers on our
back, take us downstairs and duck walk around the bujldimigg fiquack,
qguack, quacki just for harassmen¢both laugh

DePue: That was before Pam came down, | assume.

Perry: Yeah, ys, yes

DePue: What did she think about all of this?

Perry: Well, | think she was glad that | had kind of found myself and had something
| think she wanted me to stay in the Army.

DePue: Even at that stage?

Perry: Not so much at that point, but as she gouad military life | think she
wanted that for me.

DePue: Did she think you were a better person because you joined up?

Perry: Oh, | 6lnmd ns usr verl was noybecazihg.and running around and

ripping crap up and getting in troubleg, yeah It impressed everybody after |
graduated from OCS and went back hotirieey were likei WWw,you 6 r e t he
same guy@iwell, yeaho

DePue: So,yudbre much more serious, but youore
up.

Perry: Yeah oh, it was greatothing like it. Time on target(laugls)

DePue: Instead ofinding some renegade hand grenades, German hand grenades.

Perry: Yeah, yeah, nothing like a tirdel just moved up the scale on explosive
power.

DePue: When did you get commissioned?

Perry: September 26, 1967.

DePLe: And your first assignment after that?

Perry: | ended up in Service Battery ofi@Battalion, 2xd Artillery, Old Deuce.

DePue: What was that wunités job?

Perry: We provided school support for OCS classes for AIT training for like forward

observers goinghtough AIT. We were a 105 Howitzer Battaliptinree
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batteries, Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, and had headquarterthandervice.The

reason | was assigneddgervice[was] | had applied for flight school in my

last week of OCS 6d qual i fi e,éandfwasthidkihglgdst schoo
going to be going down to Fort Ruck&hrough he personnel system in the

battalion, they understood thab they put me over iBerviceBattery.| really
wantedto be in &ringBat t er vy, but second whareeut ena
t hey O r;ypujgsbgo.n g

What does &erviceBattery do?

They provide maintenance and upkeep for the vehicles of the battalion and the
howitzerss 0 t hey 6r e iQrelse oherkthepopmeanrfat e r
inspection, yougetinréa t r oubl e when things donot

Did it include ammunition delivery at that time?

Yes, yeah, ammunition delivery was a big, big part dhifact, that was one

of the lessons that the NJ®@on-Commissioned Officergourttaught meas

ase& o n dnd it was a valuable lessdrhad a platoon sergeant, Sergeant

Pruitt He was arSFC[Sargent First Classwhen | got to t he pl
obviously had a lot of us brilliant OCS type lieutenants under his supervision,

and he wasny, really, my traner. That 6 s wh at;théeytr@nedu€§ Os di d
surprising as that might sound

People thinki W1 | , youdbve got all the& educ
But you dondt hav ehaadsoh experiecadeAnccwhemmo n s e n
you come into a platoon serge@drg éa Mefiest day when | met hirrhe
sai d Waell liewenantjiis is my platoonl run the platoom He sai d,

Al o6l | | i, alltdwee mespeqias aycommissioned officeBut we need to
be onthe same sheetofmysicd i f | foe #d sameesliieetef n ot
musi c, I 61 | be seeiaytndbd BBat der yiYeamn

under stand t hat. o

We were out delivering ammunitononedaynd it wasndt Se
Pruitt, but by this point in time, he trusttmy judgmentWe 6 r e wor ki ng
webre clicki ng.Heveasgverinene part of thgfielthdh e r
|l 6m at another part, probWabbveg gbout fo
batteries spread all over that dawt in the field and on the ranges at 3ill.
had rained recently, artbwn in Oklahoma they get some real gully washers
The soilis a sandy conditionVe were late getting from the ammunition
dump where wé tbaded all the ammunition on the trigcknd getting it to
the firingpoinfs o t hey dédd have asmoutsforithe schonl t o st

ontimg becausef you dondét do that, then the I
a ring from the post commander sayifigli at 6 s 7Ywhiyngveare n 6t
yout ?&dnd battalion commander sthatwayn 6t | i k

So if you caused something like that, you were in trouble.
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Well, we were running late that mornirgnd we had to drop
ammunition off at another firing pointcould see it across the gulie 6 v e
gotall terrainvehiclesand | said to thevedraighgeant ,
across and dr oAnd hlee asgnmagmotiAe d olni el 8, A
dondot wanlt don bte alraMuds tt idme wWhoade ilt .t ol d
says, AYes, sir, o0 gave me a sal ufvee, got
thityfeetWe had the truck stuck in sand ani
ammunition not at the firing pointl managed to delay shoot for an OCS class
that morning

When | got in out of the field that afternoon, | was referred to the
command sergeant majavho talked to me for a biThen he escorted me in
to see the battalion command€&he battalion commander told me, he said,
ALook, you need tWheln sttheeny 6troe ytoeulrl i NQOs
youbve golt dai d, Aid¥essa @@, siiDombdét ever do
agailnsai d, 0 Ndnevesdidyand | alwaysdistedel.h at 6 s
when | learned to really start listening to pegpkhink, rather than thinking |
knew what was best.

And when | got to Vietnam, | had the same expecewith my

platoon sergeanttherele s ai d, AThils dionndmy kmloavt y @ u
lieutenantNo disrespecth ut | 6 m runnamd Ydhudr @ | @md to 0O¢
to come in here and make some dumb decision and get one of my people

kil lled.ado d,tMdrrBanrl gad thistalk with Sergeant Pruitt about a

year agoro g e r , (laughe) But, thank God for good NCO$ecause they
train us in soldiering.

What happened to the whole thing with wanting to be an aviator?

Well, like | said, Ipassed all the testiswas waiting for orderfor Ruckerfor

a classl had hard measles when | was a, kidd it went into the ear, my left

earAnd | 6d been ar oBublehggioystoristhatr a whi | e
personnelwhoever was in charge of theheol on the medical sigsentthat

back down[lt] said 16 ttad a hearing problem atithtthey needed eetest on

my hearing exam

So we had an aviation facility at Fort Siind they sent me over there.
| drove over, got into their little soundpraadoth and took another hearing
test and they shipped that badkturned out that | skipped higrequency
bandsthat | missedso thatdisqualified me from flight schooUHF radios,
high frequency radios in helegacwhat er s,
theydre saying to you.

At that time in your trainingwhen you were going to a rifle rangeyou
were on the artillery firing line, were you wearing any kind of hearing
protection?
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Perry:

DePue:
Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

No,nol t wasdiibt wias & 0 & ; it mas just ougb it oufi Gme

onn ¥oubd be John Wavybee Poeankd&owédmae can
around that alldaylongnd t heyo6re goi ngrooadup next t
close and personal with ¥ou yank that a ny a r da bigéoowh, andt 6 s

that concussion worksdheearsl 6 m j ust gr ateful | 6ve g
gottodayA | ot of people donodt.

How long were you in thiServiceBattery at Fort Sill?
Let 6dsgotsdd e, |

Jim, youodre biedugus t paadl headin@tC Bietnarh
and you headed to Fort Sill, Oklahoma.

Yeah,l ended up at Fort Sill. was there for a yeaas all ths stuff was
processing through Rucker

While things are really heating um terms of antwar protest adh all.

Oh, yeahandhot stuff isstarting to show up at Sill and placedhe

battalion.In my ServiceBattery we had a guy that was trying timionze the

Army. He made the national press and everything.f or get t he guyod.
he was basally a communistYou just stayed away from this charactde

was like an E4 [U.S. Army Specialist 4 He was just a malcontent, but he

had all the legal stuff tied ugo everyone handled him with kid gloves.

| was there for a yeawe always hadhe one big inspection every
year, our annual I@nspection GeneralPart of theideais the battalion falls
up. We wereClass B, ourfispiffy 0 uniforms [We] had to doareview. After
we got done with thatheyd det all the resultand toldpeople thebatalion
commander and stathiow they did on the big inspection.

So, we got dongpwe were dismissed washeaded to my caOne of

my buddy | i eut enahhtrapoc dmeilga pnydaderd s ai d,
forVi et n psnhkind of chuckled at hirands a i d , i Ah, better

me .Heé just kind of smilediiGo down to the clubwe 6 | | have a beer
Wedll take t he wioMewanderofiAbqutfiteerv e di nner

minutes laterhe comes back over with the biggest grin on his, facé he

sayst 0 me, A Qu ais s avihch,t AMB as &@sdt hat ?2D1 1 p
ordersoverthatlgpbnd guess whose Amndhsaids on t he
AYoubve got tHebesgakdddiHeg®om@weleyon ur cop
the same set of orders to head. b got athirty day leave and then headed for

Vietnam.

When did you ship out for Vietham?
The first of September of 196&hich was at the end, wind doywof Tet of
068
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

Interview # VR\+A-L-2014002

Do you remember hearing about T&®u must have been at Silt the time.

Had | not been held over from getting into OCS when | should have, that three
month period, | would have gone to Vietnam early on in Mead a bunch of
people that | knew from that OCS prep class that got in to early &GSof

them got killed,a lot of themprobably30 percent of them.

Wel | | y o

uodr e ,adnodwny caut 6 rFeo rmta tScihilng what 0

outside world, outside the gates of Fort;3Hings are really getting hotve
just talked about the Tet Offensid think it was April that Martin Luther
King is assassinateBRemember that?

Yeah.The country went up in flamebmean, everything burnedots

everywhereY o u

but boy it was uly.

c o ul d nante it stavtecind ibhiad to go its cycle,
Army battalions everywherevidently were alerted and

mobilized.We got riot control trainingwhich normallyFederalServices
dongbedause thatods usually a National

They came in with special instructors for us fooat a week, week

and a half period,

and we did all the riot control training, crowd control, all the

formations Then they took my battalion overéol h ey we n Wichitao wn t o
Fallsand loaded them up grlanes and flew them to Washington, D X\We

were par of backup for the 8 Airborne that was trying to put the riots

down in Washington, D.Qt was nastyEverything was burnindt was a bad

timeinour historylt was t he c| osesttoconmingapare ver s

at the seams.

T h at 0 bgginning of that yeafhe next event, big one, was Robert
Kennedyds assassination.

| was on the qualification range the day that he was shot.

That was in June.

Yeah, | was doing my weapons qualification withk1d.1 di dneét | i ke t
weapon butl qualified with it. Anyway, | was living off post at the time and

came inAs a lieutenant, | could take my personal vehicle out to the range

was listeningtotheradib. hadndét paid attention to
but that neximorningit said Robert Kennedy had been assassinated by Sirhan
Sirhan by a Muslim

What 6d you think when you heard that n

Il didnot

&Maonwh awhéad dmoi ng ONe dirre acwrmi ai@u

apart at the seam&.h r o u g h tybudollovéd @ane of thes studf

[ Let 6s]
Lutheranchurcld

b a c.kWhen bwel thraughtondirmatieat my
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DePue:
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DePue:

Perry:

Thiswould have beem high school?

Yeah, this would have beemmy sophomore year in high schoblas
probably fourteen tven | was confirmedvhich meané When | professed
faith in the churchit would mean all sorts of thingBut, we also had a youth
group in our church, teenage kidldelonged to that, and it was a good thing
It helped keep me under control before Ithé wild streak.

But whoever was running the group would have guest speakers come
in, and we had some guest speakers from the John Birch Society that came in
and spoke to us about communism and falling from withimd Khrushchev
[former Soviet Union leadr Nikita Khrushchey had made a big deal at the
UN [United Nation$while | was in high school, beating his hand, the shoe,
yammering about America collapsing from witRin.

All those thoughts | 6 m t hArenwe headgd to marshal laA8 a
young manwas there truth to all this stuff that tiiese b e c a slEee | t
appearedsd. mean, youoOr e ,gobttandiethp uldevaed enrasd K i
President Kennedy killed"hen you have Martin Luther King, and you had
Rober t; vy o shdtdhere wat albworss loflstsff going omside
What 6s going on?

To me, |l ooking back now at that per
to change, when all that stuffwasgoingm | dondét know how
together even todayBut that day that Robert Kennedy wakled, and | heard
that on the radio, I saodghooaads  hs
too manycoincidences, too many strange things happemmething bigger
than somebody shootin§o me t h doingyod Iserel started connecting the
dots

It was about a month and a half latef course Robert Kennedy was killed in
California, right after he had won the California Democratic primaig
August.

Same night they were celebrating it.
Yeah.August 1968.

How theguy got past security in theréarough the kitcherto do what he did,
I 61 I neveButtbedder st and

20n his last full day at the 1960 Assembly meeting in New York City, Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev took
offense to the words @f delegate from the Philippines. What happened next has been debated, but William
Taubman, author dfhrushchev: The Man and His Ewaites that, after banging a table with both his fists, the
Soviet leader took off his right shoe, waved it and then "&auitgon the table, louder and louder, until everyone
in the hall was watching and buzzing."
(http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1843506 1843505 184349%,00.html
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

August sixtyeight in Chicago, lllinois, the Democratic conventign u 6 ve got
the Democratic convention going on inside the fdotel

Guessvho was headed to Vietham when that was goingldlew into
Chicagq right during that timeframe.

And outside the convent i on Tell meabosatr , t he
that experience.

Well, there was anarchy in the streets, if yeant to call it thatThe Chicago

police wereno6t be iTmeyghadthedbgtonvoutandhese peo
whacking themThey were fighting for the one park in Chicagjéorget what

park it was.

Grant Park?

Yeah, that was ifThey were goingt it, tooth and naillt was ugly.That was

the exact timehatof my ship date was tdietnam,and | | 6 mded é my
Class Ds, my sendress uniform, here in the Quad Citiéging into

Chicag®

O6Hare?

O 6 H a toeatch my flight to Travifor my flight to Hawaii and to Vietnam.

And 1 6m telling you, youi @manwihyamlo Chi c
wearing this uniform@There were crazies in tlarport, just crazy people all
overdtwasnot asirptrtadd diom 6tt h emi soumd thab waym a k

but you could sense t hatTheyeabbedgusdbaby eal | vy
burners and that sort of thinghat stuff was starting tblow up People

would look atyou likeh Wy di dndét y@eda donothBut €apoawda
againf] 6m focused on where | 6m headed and
l 6m t Hidbmk igrog ng t o be a forwarldbd bser v
kind of been forewarned | was going to be with@av[Cavalry Division]

With a life expectancy of

Of seven secondéDePue chucklesyo that was my focu$n fact, | was so
excited when | le mywife and | drove to the airport, and her parents were
there and my dad showed up, like | said earldry mom was therany aunt.

| was so excited alub leaving | took the house keys and car keys and
puttheminmypockedi dndét realize | hadTot hem un
which| made a long distance calltomy,exnd | sai d, Al 6m sor
the keys iln gnygi ¢,0 okléedl. 16 hpeu tSletsllice t o you.
AYeah, my dad had toshrdakfWgustb, t hé mhe
had my mind on other stuff.o

Now, you just mentioned your eXou were still married at that time.
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Perry: | was married at that time, happi
DePue: Happily married And you probably thought your daughter was as cute as she
could be.
Perry: Oh, yeahShe was a little bitty thingtheeh e wasndét bi g enough

walk when | left.She was walking and talking when | got home.

DePue: Wherewere your sympathiesvhen you were in Chicagd®as it with the
protesters or with the police?

Perry: With the police Set them knuckleheads up gobbelieved in what we were
doing in Vietnamand | just looked at those people as a bunch of damn
cowardsand rabbleouserspeopl e who didndt wunder st an
anything else.

DePue: What were your feelings about draft dodgers and draft card burners?
Perry: I didndot c a reither Mavehite cdrderver galeenma the okay to
come homeif you want to know the truth.
DePue: Webve been at this rnodgyht at two and a
Perry: Time flies.
DePue: And this is probably a logical place to break it s@ we can spend the next

session talking about your experience in Vietn8no. weldilup pi ¢
tomorrow morning.

Perry: All right.

(end of interview session #1

Interview withJames F. Perry, Jr.

# VRV-A-L-2014002
Interview # 2: January 30, 2014
Interviewer: Mark R. DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational andtber non-commercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, noraed for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
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Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, lllinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral &y memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presiderati Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Thursday, January 30, 2014. My name is Mark DePue, the director
of oral history at the Abram Lincoln Presidential Library, and today is my
second session with Jim Perry. Good morning, Jim.

Perry: Good morning, Mark.

DePue: We are here in his home, a very gracio
of snow on the ground, butwe needtotmlb o ut some pl ace t ha
at least when you were there. We left off yesterday with you just about ready
to leave for Vietnam. So what 1 6d 1ike
you are heading to Vietnam and how you got there.

Perry: Basically,| flew from my home in Bettendorf, lowa. We flew out of the Quad
City Airport into Chicago O6Hare, and
Travis Air Force Base.

DePue: But | thought you were down at Fort Sill at the time.

Perry: No. | 6 m s o timpyessior. | hhd althéty day leaveaupon orders for
Vietnam, to get my family settled and brought the family back, close to where
her parents lived, so she would have family support while | was overseas. She
worked for Amitech as keypunch operatorhe area. We decided not to rent.

We bought a mobile home, so | had her all set up, pretty well established,
when | left. She was in the area, had friends and relatives, so | felt pretty

comfortable that shedéd be okay i f an e

DePue: How oldwas your daughter at the time you left?

Perry: Shedédd just started walking. Cheryl was
would have been September of 668, so e
range.

DePue: But a tough age to be leaving your daughter.

Perry: Very difficult, very difficult. She was a cute little kid, a little blonteaired

girl with a little birthmark on her cheek and just really a cute kid.
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

Smiling at daddy?
A pretty little girl, very difficult to leave.
And you flev from Travis?

Yeah. It was kind of funny, because you fly in individually, and all the sudden
youdre in a group of guys that are goi
of apprehensive and nervous. Some of the guys had been there on a couple of
tours, so they would like to scare the bejesus out of you with some of the

stories that they had from their first tour. So you get that adrenalin going that

way. They | oad you on the plane, after
and we flew t@

Is this a military aircraft?
ltds a civilian.
Stewardesses and the whole bit?

Yeah, the whole thing, LBJO6s [Presiden
we went.

Did you know the unit you were heading to?

No. None ofus did. We flew into Vietnam and went to a Repo Depot, a
replacement company. There was one in the north and then one in our area,
for the country. So | went into the southern one. We had the flight out of
Travi s. It 6s an ei giketgedawful long,jyust f |

i ght ,
unbelievabl e. But we flew into Honol

ol ul

But on the way to Honolulu, we had an engine go out in the plane. So

we had a holdover in Hawai.i. Il dondot Kk
eight hous, while they replaced the engine. | met a National Guard captain.
He was my seat mat e. Hedéd volunteered f

specific unit. He had a specific unit assignment. We went into the bar, and we
had a couple of Mai Tais and got to knone another. Then we flew on from
there and talked during the rest of the like ten hour flight, slept, talked. [He
was] really a sharp captain, a nice guy.

We landed in Okinawa. It was nighttime when we got there, and then
from there we flew into South ¥inam. As we descended into southern
Vietnam airspace, it was a gray, overcast day. In the horizon, looking out the
window, you could see fires burning everywhere. It was unbelievable. There
were too many fires and smoke clouds to even count, and thiswasls the
end of Tet of 668. Tet of 668 was quit
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DePue:
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

Well, you said it was September of 0638
January, early February.

Yeah, but when we were there for the campaign starsgewdrathey put out,
it was still considered part of the Tet Offensive when | got in there.

So still a time of very heavy combat?
Yeah, yeah, yeah. There was stuff going on.

The fires that you were seeing, were those fires from conchiaha?

I dondt know. They were probably burni
of 1t with the diesel smoke for all I
coming in, atwentyyeaw | d ki d, youdre thinking, Ol
myself into?Ir e me mber t hat thought. I 6m t hink
here?

But | knew what | was doing there, and | was glad to be there. |
thought I was doing the right thing and believed that | was doing the right
thing and was eager to get on with the busirddeing a second lieutenant,
Field Artilleryman, leader of men.

Were you one of those that was concern
respond to combat?

Oh, absolutely. | remember in high school, | had a very good English teacher;
she was lg on reading lists, and | remember readiig Red Badge of
Courageabout the Civil War. Yeah, so you always think, Under pressure,

what am | going to do? Well, when you
trained, you just r édaatSil. That was t he
Did you think at the time you had been waiepared, weltrained for this?

Yes, yeah, absolutely. | knew my gunnery; | knew my FO, forward observer
business, and | figured, Well, whateve
ad hedll get me through this, or he wo
one of those attitudes.

Now, you talked about, on the flight down, seeing Vietnam for the first time.

On the ground itself, what ésatdidour firs

they pick up?

(long sigh) We landed dton Son Nhut ArBase No we didnoét eit
sorry. We landed dtong BinhAir Force Base. | remember us getting out of

the plane. The first thing that hit me were the smells and the heat and

humidity. It was like, Man, this place stinks. | mean, the first (sniffing) deep

breath of this, and it was like, whoa. It was hot, and it was sunny, and it was
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

bright, a lot of activity off the runways. You haeds lifting off, with full
combat loads; theneere helicopters. The intensity of action was fairly

significant over what |1 06d seen at Fort
like a different sense of purpose than, obviously, there would have been,
because youdre in a c.lPeopl@ theyweren e . 't ju

moving on with business.

We finished yesterday with you talking
Airport, at the very time that the Democratic convention was going on. You

already mentioned that you were there, you thought, forighéreasons. Was

everybody of that mindset?

Early on when | got there, yeah, pretty much so, because the guys that had

been there for a while had just been t
attack, and they won. So they were prettypumpedap r oud of what
done. And the new guys coming in, yeah
bags there in Chicago. You didndét t hin

there for, and you just went on with business.

After six or so, seven monthsofhey i n country, that 0:
noticed a decline in morale and racial issues and increased drug usage among
soldiers. And -wahswff fdfom thevdiates startdd eommaqin, i
because the new guys rotating in at that time were bringing stoaésiur
what was going on at California, HaighAshbury and the protests in D. C.

That 6s when morale started dropping.

We werendét really engaging the enen
either. The peace talks were going on, so we were kind of playintpatat.
It was before the Cambodian invasion, and we were just kind of in a holding

status. Youdd take a hill, or an infan
wasnodét what | thought it was going to
activtygong on daily. There was, but it ju

Dad in the Korean War or World War Il. It was a definite difference.

Wedbre going to come back to these thin
you at least talking aboutsomeot he combat operations.
with, you arrivé

Let me tell you how | ended up with the battalion that | ended up with. The
captain that | met on the flight over, we went into the Repo Depot, and he
came up to me before he left forhiss s i gnment . He said, i H

|l i ke to come over to my battalion?0 He
get orders cut and have you come on o0V
with.o | thought, AWel | , indiidual, he r est o
woul dndét be a bad deal .o So | told hin
even at that point, to realize a capt a
and | thought, Well, thatés the | ast t
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

| satthere waiting or an assignment to come o
probably be going to 1st Cav [Cavalry Division] as a forward observer or 25th
Infantry Division, because that was the AO [Area of Operations] we were in.

Nothing happened; nothing happened, and | waitedldout three, four hours.

All the sudden, hereds the captain in
the Repo Depot and comes in and finds
jeep. Youbre going with me, o and off w
Did you have orders in hand?

No, no. He just dragged me over to the battalion. The personnel warrant
officer over at the battalion headquarters called over, cut the orders, and then
they had the orders done. It was just kind of an interestingavggt into a

unit. (laughs)

What was the unit you were assigned to?

It was 5th Battalion, 2nd Artillery, and it was a composite battalion made up
of Dusters, a 40mm Duster; Qu&Qs, truck mounted Quad 50s; and
searchlights, twentthree ind jeep mounted searchlights that worked on
white light or infrared. We were in high demand; people liked us.

Hang on here just a second. Duster, tell us what a duster is.

Duster is basically a tank chassis with a open turret on top witfoityo
millimeter guns. Your | oaders had |
that theyo6éd feed into this beast. Yo
loader right there with another four to put in there. They worked real well as
crewsandpt out | ots and | ots of ammunitio
Well, it could do indirect fire, but we very rarely used it in indirect fire. But in
perimeter security, you were always concerned about VC [Viet Cong] coming

in, so it would range out to 1,200eters and boy, Charlie [slang term for Viet
Cong] didnodot I ike it. He didnodét | ike t

k
u

o D

Forty millimeter rounds?

Forty millimeter.

Were any of these explosive rounds?

Yeah, absolutely.

So t hey 0 ddiglance and éxplade?s e

Yeah, at a pointjetonating fuseand bang. We also had armor piercing, but
we never really used that.

You say you also had Qud&dfs?

58



James F. Perry, Jr. Interview # VR\VLA-L-2014002

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

Quad50s. They wereél candét remember élt
half ton truck. The Qua®O0 itself was mounted in the back end, sandbags all
around, sandbags underneath the floor, lots and lots of fifty caliber

ammunition with them. The mount itself was electrically controlled, so they

could travers left to right; they coufdove the guns left to right or elevate,

depress. Theywoud hr owYowéd e seen fifty calibe
ltds not a small round.
No, no, it &s -guartersih diaenéeter,tcdppet, fafistal jadket.e e

It will blow a man in hé.
So whatodos the rationale for having fou

Fire power. The Quafl0s were used on convoy escort, because what was
happening. The Viet Cong knew our resupply routes, and we would get orders
from higher headquarters. Deel71st was the duster outfit, and they would put
these deuce and a halfs, with the Q68d, in the convoy.

When youdd get a blocked ambush, vyo
t hrough the ambush, so you wouldndét su
if you got blocked, with everything bunched up, then the cag@sdwere there

to fight off the enemy, because theyod
projectiles] and satchel charmeples, what
ugly, real nasty.

You jud talked about how your level of confidence was pretty high going in
there, that you knew how to be a good forward observer, and you knew how
to do gunnery and compute firing data, all the skills that a young artillery
officer should know, and you end upa unit where none of that will come

into play.

Yeah, |l 6ve never seen any of it. The o
well-versed in gunnery. The infrared searchlights used the aiming circle.
Youdd actually get @onthliamgle ordiiedionofaa z i mu t

compass bearing] and elevation. They had the capability, with white light at
night, to bounce the white light off the clouds and diffuse the light. So Special
Forces guys, further out in really fun places, would get a @iffuight. They

had starlight scopes, so it would help them see where they were at.

Before you get intoél want to talk qui
because thatés what you ended up doing
Yeah, yeah, L or d erAd searclight. y . |l 6d never s
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DePue: Where were you stationed in Vietnam?

Perry: | was part of 5th Battalion, 2nd
Artillery, as we stated. It was
made up of Delta 71 which
were the Quad0s. | was
actually assigned to | Battery,
29th Field Artillery. We were
attated to the 5th of the 2nd,
and that was the searchlight
battery. It sounds strange to say
searchlight battery,/
what we were. In my platoon, :
we had, | want to say twenty ) o _

This photo of First Lieutenant James Perry was taken in

Six jeepmounted SearCh”g hts. October, 1968, early in his tour in South Vietnam. He is

They were dep|0yed out as holding a captured enemy rifle, taken from a Viet Cong
f during Tet of 1968. He is standing in front of | Battery,
sections, and themgere tWo 29t h FAG6s head q(@astertCempound u i
||g hts in a section, when they near Long Binh, South Vietnam).
went out to a unit that requested our assistance or our capability for what we

did.

| was actually XO [executive officer] of the battery and second platoon
leader. My actual location, during this timeframe, wasaagcalled Duster
Compound, which was near Long Binh. We had three platoons and a battery.
The other battery headquarters was located up at Lai Khe, with 1st Infantry
Division. The other platoon, | beliedfeme mor y 6 s kd Iththkwas f uz zy
over in theC  Chiarea.

DePue: What corps area was this?

Perry: We were in Il Corps.

DePue: And tell us where Il Corps was.

Perry: [Il Corps would be found above the delta and below the central highlands in

Vietnam. Saigon would be, not necessarily in the centerybuld be in the

south, southeast corner of the Corps. Most of my platoon assets were assigned
out to places likecoch Ninh Tay Ninh SongBé, aroundNuey Ba Dinh We

had some around thigen Huaarea. Then further south alahd forget the

name of the pla® we had lights down south of Saigon. It was called the
Fishnet Factory. There, we had to actually take the light out of the jeep and

put it up on a fifty foot tower that they had, or a platform, part of a building.

DePue: Were you primarily operating ohé western part of the Ill Corps area, then?

Perry: Not necessarily, pretty much north, northwest portion, because periodically, if
| was back at battalion headquarters, we had an afternoon brief. The S2
[intelligence and security staff] of the battalioaswbriefing the battalion

60



James F. Perry, Jr. Interview # VR\VLA-L-2014002

commander, and the NVA [North Viethamese Army] regiment that we were

kind of chasing around was wup around F
Cambodian border, along Ho Chi Minh Trail. So, yeah, | guess most of the

assets were deployeg there, other than Sog, which was north,

northwest, and that was out in the jungle withMentagnardd

We were assigned there to a fire base, with a éngifit 175[mm]
artillery piece. Viet-inthdrmdowizerdine 6t mu c h
sypport bases and was always trying to infiltrate and then flip satchel charges
into things and wreak havoc.

DePue: What were the divisions that were operating in Il Corps at that time?
Perry: First Infantry, 25th Infantry; 1st Air Cav was in there; 196ifht Infantry
Brigade. 1 06m trying to remember what e

Vietnamese outfits, as well, a lot of Ranger stuff. In fact, Duster Compound,
[on] the opposite side of secure fence, we had a Ranger Battalion next to us.
They were a ifferent breed.

DePue: Il am really rusty on this, but didnot

Perry: No, that was Americal.

DePue: The Americal Division. Did that occur while you were there?

Perry: |l 6ve read about it . ightoffdhe topdf myrneach&¢ mber t
may have, but we didndét hear anything
through to us through, either through
Forces Radio, you knowGoodiMdmiagd mor ni ng,

Vietnamwasa highly successful 1987 film starring Robin Williams as an
irreverent DJ on Armed Forces Radio.] | can remember many mornings
waking up to that. It kept you sane, at least, but | think a lot of the news was
censored, obviously.

DePue: It sounds like you @vered quite a bit of terrain, but describe the terrain where
most of your operations occurred.

Perry: Up around Son@é, flying up there from Duster Compound would be triple
canopy jungle. | was fascinated, flying up there, by all tt&2Bomb craters
int he ar ea. |l dondt know exactly what t
were looking for, but there were just row after row after row-&2Barc light
runs, where youdd fly over, and youbd
youdd | ook dbiwg modndéetobkied | i ke a po

3 Also known as the Dega, tiMontagnardare thendigenous peoplesf the Central Highlands of Vietnam
The term Montagnartheans "people of the mountain” in French and is a carryover froRréheh colonial
periodin Vietnam. InVietnamesethey are known by the termg €€ i [Higiandens)
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Degar
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Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

and it was beautiful blue. | mean, it was juxtaposition on what you were really
looking at.

So that was pretty much heavy jungle. It was always hot and humid,
and then during the dry season, it just got hotdigdHell, we had six inches

of dust down in the motor pool that yo
t hrough flour. I donodot think 106d ever
i n your weapons, and things jam and th

AroundC, Chi-DauTieng t hat 6s wheC.e @déme Tunne
That was not as heavily jungl e. I t was
trees that | recall, but high grass, kind of plains kind of thing.

Was it a farming region? Was it populated

Well, other than up around the Cambodian border, it was a lot of farming.

More towards Saigon and south of that, | remember running into rice paddy

kinds of stuff, so that was that way towards the delta. There was agriculture. |

r e me mb e r jve ttyaughdhd codntry, and there were roadside stands
selling watermelons and monkey fruit a
kid in the States.

Of course, the battalion doctor and
economy. Well, you know, cunis kids stop along the way and give
somebody a couple piastetedochina currency that Vietnam continued to
use into the 1950s and subsequently renamed the dohgégnty dongthe
currency of the South Vietnam from 1953 to May 2, 19@8H you drive df
with a watermelon. So youbve got a tre

You mentioned the monsoon. What was the monsoon season?

| always get this screwed up in my head now, because it was different, north
versus south. Basically, the monsoons were almastlifour month season of
rain. As | recall, it would have been the January timeframe, December
timeframe. Basically, the trade winds shift coming off the South China Sea
and bring moisture over the land.

| 6ve never seen r ai nraireng. Infagineyoyr i n my

heaviest rain that youbve ever been in
twenty-four hour periods. Then the sun comes out for about four hours, five
hours, and it just gets blazing hot an

Florida or Texas. Then it starts the process up again, and it just rains and rains

and rains. Somebody lied to me before | got to Vietham, and said there was
never |lightning in Vietnam. |l 6m here t
(laughs)

During the monsoons though, when it rained, it got cooler. | remember
at night trying to sleep. You were actually cold, because it cooled down and,
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Perry:

DePue:
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you know, trying to sleep at night. It was weird, because you were used to the
hot and now, alclootlthers wddean, aynadudrte s
degrees, but youdre bodyodés telling you

| imagine motivation at that time was getting far enough off the ground that
youdbre not going to get swept away.

Yeah, yeah. Honestly, a lot ofrtes during monsoons, combat action would

sl ow down, because neither side coul d
high waters. 1toés sort of I|ike the Ame
while.

Especially the area that was heavily gzl in the tripldier canopy jungle,
was Agent Orange being used when you were there?

Yeah, yes, yeah. Part of the NVA [North Viethamese Army] would get wind
that we were using chemical warfare on them. | remember, during some of the
Buddhist riotstuff that went on in Saigon, we used CS gas [commonly known
as tear gas], not we, not our battalion, but CS gas was being used on some of
that for crowd control and then the Agent Orange. So the enemy made a big
issue of chemical warfare on them.

Asak d, you know, 1 6m thinking, 0Wel
theydre not going to hurt wus. Theyor
to take care of us. o0 Flyinggéup to pl
helicopters were spraying one day, arghtlve flew through the trails of the
stuff. They were above us, and the helicopter flew right through the spray of
t he Agent Orange. 't hit the windshiel
big windshield wipers on it.

e
ac

| remember looking at that ttking, What the hell is this? | was on the
i ntercom, and the pilot said, ADono6t w
Agent Orange stuff to knock down foliage for movements down below, so the
guys that are in there will be protected when they move throdgh b e c aus e i
killed everything. It just turned everything grey. But they turned the
windshield wiper on the helicopter, and this stuff just smeared on the window.

You coul dndét see anything. Il &6m t hinkin
stuff;stuwiadndBut the helicopterds ope
ités flying around you, and itds just

Agent Orange was used around perimeters, where they had like little

pump Ssprayers, l' i ke the old fandre extin
spray Agent Orange around to keep grass from growing up, so they could see
the perimeters at night, so Charlie di

mines around [anfpersonnel mines that are directional and detonated
remotely]. So iftheycamein,yo wer enét popping the CI &
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those little ball bearings come flying at you. It was everywhere. Yeah, it was
used a lot.

Was it orange?

No. The reason it was called orange &vas the big barrels of this stadff

there was Agent Bluend Agent White and Agent Orange. The problem with

the herbicide itself was dioxin, the chemical component that causes the
genetic changes and gets stored in the
us guys. Weodve | ost | edartsndbréincpneitiopsl e fr o
to the after effects to this stuff. It was just nasty.

|l candt prove this, but the rumor w
people that were making it, were making tons of money from this stuff. If they
would have gone one more stepthe processing and the purification of this
stuff, they could have taken the dioxin out. But, because it would have cost
more, they didndét do it.

| 6ve been on the Internet since, an
Vietnam today, and it shows Agent Oramggosure all over Vietnam. Every
area that youdre in there, the water s
stuff. It never goes away. |Itodos Iike n
Then | was curious to see whatds go
born over there. Theyobdbve got I ots of ¢
mal formed. Theydére in orphanages, and

feel that we owe that country some cleanup and fixing what we did, because
we really, really messed them up Liadt way.

What was the nature of the enemy where you were located and where you did
operations? Was it NVA? Was it Viet Cong? Was it both?

Somewhere up arouriduey Ba Dinh Black Virgin Mountain and Old French

Fort, we had another eigiich 175 firebase. We were regularly probed up

there by NVA regulars. | forget what regiment it was. | want to say the 32nd

NVA Regi ment was in that area, but |
and they were smart, and they were deadly.

But in other aras, it was the little guy that was smiling at you during
the day, and then at night he was sabotaging stuff or setting up ambushes. So
it was a combination of both. They worked together from what | saw.

Which one did you fear the most?

ldidn6t | i ke either one of them, Fear , I
days in country, | was concerned about myself, my-taeithg, and

apprehensive. | was learning new ropes and new skills and new equipment. |

got into country, and my platoon serget |, Sergeant Morrison,
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is my platoon. o0 He said, Al oéll |l et you
sai d, AThat 6s fine. Sergeant Pruitt ba
So it wasnodot a probl em.

After about three weeks of our weding together, around positions, he

asked me one day, AWell, what you thin
answer. He said, fAltbés yours now. o0 So,
ther e, hedd go one directioompurand | 6d

people, because we were spread out over 36,000 square kilometers or
something. | mean, we were just everywhere, and we were being moved. A lot
of times theydd move the outfit that n

There was one time they just left pgople in place. | got out there,

and theydre sitting in an empty peri me
inches of water in an old firebase that had moved, and my guys were just there
by themselves. | mean, | waSwbagdt . You

them all loaded up and moved them to their new position.

I n fact, thatoés the day | was hel pi
and | fell into a closed latrine. If you know anything about latrines, what
happens there... | mean, it was comlmatause, as a lieutenant, you know
your people, and they know you and you
but if they respect you, the comedy comes out.

Here they came, AHey, sir, what are
was on solid land, and allthesiden | 6 m about four feet,
holding this tarp, trying to keep my head above water. They came over;
theydre | aughing and pulling me out . T

because it kind of washed me off.

So we were pulling out of theosition, and my driver, Specialist John
Schuman, said to me, as | started getting into theédj@¥p had the doors on
the jeep to keep rain out. That was our big lugutye s ai d, ASir, wo
mind?0 | said, AWhat 6s t hadnthéhobde sai d,
for a while?0 (both |l augh) | said, i Co
clean this vehicle up when we get back
AYou know, youbre right. o So | got on
washedme off pretty good, but | still smelled like hell. You start thinking
about internal parasites and bugs that you pick up from that stuff.

We got them moved and got them taken care of, but | was pretty upset
that therebs some dtapt qusti miamodoar tgi Ivle
the people who were helping them and just left them. As far as | was
concerned, he should have been court marshalled.

What | want to ask you now is, as much as you can, describe the tactics of
employing searchlights because most people who hec:
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

They have no idea. Most people donodot Kk
country. We did a lot of different thi
We were part of Il Field Force Headquasteand that was the command

headquarters that pretty much controlled the operationakcddsty combat

activities within Il Corps area.

| got a couple pictures
off the internet.

There you go.
old boys there. =

Mounted on geep.

There it is on a jeep, the
back end of the jeep,
where your passengers
would sit. The twenty
three inch light faces to

the rear, a
mount on that, with First Lieutenant James Perry stands next to Sergeant Moore, one
azimuth rings SO you of his best section leaders, who was in charge of two jeep-

! mounted infrared searchlights. They were on a Duster compound
can actually lay that near Long Binh, South Vietnam circa Oct/Nov, 1968.

light on a direction, and
you can us an aiming circle to lay the light.

Now, the obvious question that comes t
as soon as you turn the light on?

Absolutely. I n one way, the wunits that
white light an. But when a ground attack is taking place, they really want the

white |ight, because it wildl i Il uminat
the perimeter. So ités a blessing and

operated on the infrared capalyilit

Basically, what we had within the section is we had binoculars that
were like starlight scopes, that you can see green. Anything that gave off heat
then, youbéd pick up that green, and th
see out about 1,200 mees or so, and you could pick up movement.

At the one firebase up at SoBg, my people picked up movement one
night, coming from where the trash dump was located. You know, they take
all their crap and dump iit. Cdowsjousl vy,
at that point in time in the military. My people kept reporting that they had
movement, coming in from there. We were tied in to the battalion TOC
[Tactical Operations Center], and it was all logged in.

66



James F. Perry, Jr. Interview # VR\VLA-L-2014002

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

They had a battery commander that reallydidn bel i eve i n ou
evidently, and he kept telling these (g
observing. o Well, you know what happen

hit, right in front of my section, going after the jeep and tried to conaigjtr

the wire. Well, we also had defensive weapons; we ha&0D#/4 | loved M60s
because theyo6re a great weapon. They p
VC in front of them into hamburger. Coincidentally, that battery commander

t hat di dn Gectioh sesggeamt np there was yelieved of command for

not paying attention to what was going on in his perimeter.

Were there actually fire missions called in that he refused to fire?

No, no, not that. They were still operating as a typidélexy outfit and
responding to missions, but he didnot
TOC, telling him, AYoubdbve got a proble
or ten people that are trying to break
were seeing just people down at the junkyard or the trash dump, picking

through trash, dumb ass.

A stupid question, but when youdre in
to notice that they were being watched?

No, wusual |y naptured starlight sceopes fiorh guysdhdt were

out and about in the jungle and had gotten killed, and they [the VC] captured

the equipment, but no. We never got wo
Hanoi and the Russians and all those people with that kiaguypment.

When you first found out you were being assigned to a unit that had
searchlights, and then you end up being the platoon leader for the searchlight
platoon, did you get any special training?

No, no, no. Just here it is, and becangereplacement had already left

Vietnam. Thatdés one of the reasons | g
of lieutenants, because of the Tet thing. They were, | think, around half

strength with lieutenants that they were authorized [to have] in tihatew

battalion at that point. Not that we were that vital to the operation mind you,

but battalion commander wanted people that were trained and he could count

on.

You were being told, ABack at the scho
that life expectancy of a forward observertie 1st Cav iseven seconds.

Oh, yeah. I thought 16d |l anded in fat
That this was a better gig?
Oh, absolutely. Thatdés what |l thought.

thatldch 6t get to be a forward observer i
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Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

trained for at the school house, at OCS
opportunity, as bad as it might have been. You kind of feel like, Man, | should
have been abl e lobkedbdckonttim ey life, aBduGod hasd

you go down certain paths in your life. And that was just the path that He

picked for me.

What was the MOS [Military Occupational Specialty] of the crews that
serviced the searchlight? The average gumasra 13 Bravo. Did they have a
different MOS?

Yeah, we had a different MOS in there. In fact, within my platoon, we had to

have some real high skilled people, because they changed electronic

components out; they had to maintain this stuff; theytbarperate it. | had

two PhDs, E4dthe fourth enlisted rank in the Wilitary] in my platoon,

believe it or not. Then | had guys t ha
my platoon. And here | am, a second lieutenant, high school graduate, running

the show. So it amazed me, after looking back, but it worked. | mean, it

worked.

l 6m assuming that the PhDO6s hadndét vol
No, no, they weré&JS6 gchuckles)
US being drafted?

Yes, but you know what? Out in the field, | azwver tell the difference
bet ween a US and a RA, regular army gu
getting shot at, that doesnét factor i

What kind of units and situations did you end up being deployed? How did
that work? Were you always attached tiield artillery battery someplace, or
were you set up on top of hills, or did you accompany units on movement, or
what?

If we were attached with a unit and Two Field Force left us with that unit,

t hen wedd tr avel 0lkeltdkedtedrliernwherd thisgay uni t
left my people just out in the middle of the boonies in the datez would

get a reassignment. That would end up coming back through battalion

headgquarters to me. Then 1 6d physical/l
therouts and move. We didndédt get in big c
your own risk and move. Then youdd rep

assigned to with your people, get them set up, get them introduced, get
ammunition supplied, figure out whditett commander wanted the people to
do, where he wanted them to | ook,
that sort of thing. Then youdbéd hea
battalion or your battery commander had for you to do. | wasyahwvasy,

and that was a good thing. | was busy morning, noon and night, early on.

ase
b a
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DePue: How many searchlights in your platoon?
Perry: | want to say we had twelve sections, two per section.
DePue: Were they deployed as sections?
Perry: Section deploymentges.
DePue: I n other words, you could have your pl
Perry: | did. | did. The entire year | was there, they were spread everywhere.
DePue: Did you typically spend time with a specific section?
Perry: Yes, | would go ouaind spend days ,
with a section, see what was going on. Jﬁ

Or, like | said, we had aviation assets
available to the battalion.

Quite honestly, morale is
I mportant to peop
out in the boonies. So | could scroung
up SP packs, and they wenegt big "
boxes full of candy bars and cigarettes
and toilet paper, whatever the hell,
puzzles and magazines, morale boostegs .
kinds of things, no alcohol, of course.

s

DePue: What does SP stand for? First Lieutenant James Perry, Jr. awaits take-off
’ for a resupply run in October, 1968 from the

base at Song Bé, South Vietnam. Their
Perry: Supplementary pack_ [|t] came through destination that day was an artillery base near
the supply systms. If you were adept ~ -ond Bin. Republic of Vietnam (South
at bartering and trading, you could
come up with things. | was very adept, so | took care of my people as best |
could. But, to get mail out, the helicopters would be assigned to the battalion.

Il téds kind of an hanedly, farmnhd aviatioraositfiis. r un, qui

Youdd gkthal iUHopt er, and youdbdd be o
the morning, break of day, sunrise, an
them. Theydédd come in and |l and at our |
andof f you went . YBé &dangBe ffoin PustarContpaundS o n g
where the platoon headquarters was, was almost an hour flight by air to get to
this place.

o mands | and. \
6d never get ou

Youdbre flying over
thought, Man, if we everwén down, yo
just be down in the boonies.

n
u
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Did you ever take fire when you were in the helicopter?
Yeah, yes, yeah.

What 6s t hat sensation | ike?

Like youdre a damn s ngybuicanglo. bh tact,khey and t
il ssued flak jackets to all of wus in Vi
the current ceramic stuff that will stop bullets. | chose to protect my testicles

at all times, and | would sit on my flak jacket in the helicopis much as

possible. And when | was out in the jeep, | would sit on my flak jacket. | was

a young man and still thought I might want to have kids.

But in a helicopter, getting shot at, the pilot takes evasive actions, and
you start doing strange maneus, unbeknownst to you. And all the sudden
you can | ook down, and therebds a hol e
theydore firingél forget what their cal
it would be like fifty-two caliber, similar to our fiftycal. They were down
there shooting at you.

We either flew real high, where you
where it would be col d, literally col d
degrees, or youodd fly tremphecapse And f | vy
youdre ripping |l eaves and up and down
navigation; youdre just up and down an

Was your stomach used to all of that?

Oh, yeah, yeah, except there was oneflighWe had t o t ake mal a
weekly malaria pill. Obviously [there
trying to keep the rate of malaria down, because once you get that, you can

end up combat ineffective real quick, if you get an attack. Well, btieo

side effects of the malaria pill was it loosens your bowels, and really bad. |

think they used to call it in World War Il Hershey T\&bep, or maybe that

was World War 1.

Every war has had its own name for this.

Yeah, yeah. Anyway, | v&in the helicopter. We were probably at about

5,000 feet or so, and my malaria pill kicked in, from the morning. For me and
my system, they were pretty fast ac
real quick. Well , vyouwéyegoatbgot hat al

| told the helicopterpil@i! donét mean to be crude
ontheintercod| sai d, Al got to shit.o And t|
shit in my aircraft. That crew chief w
talking to a major at this point, because that day we had a major flying. | said,

AJesus Christ, what am | going to do?o¢
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pot
pot .
feet

t her e,
0 So |
, wi th

sonn
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y boy

.0 He

sai d,

iney aukandgpt mi @ot, ane therell am at 5,000

thre

e ot h

er peopl e,
(chuckles) Kept everybody on the aviation side happy, but ®was

Did you keep it in the pot all the way down to the ground?

Oh, yeah. | carried my pot with me when | left the aircraft and cleaned my pot
out and then put it back on my head, later on in the day. So off we went, yeah.
Probably, honestly, | have more good memories of my year in Vietnam than |

f  btahihk abdut tree bad.6

do o

We | |

, youov

common subject.

Yeah

But

, it o6s

maybe n

e to
shit.
ot S

|l d me

(bo

O humorous.
searchlights go onnd maybe if the enemy kno&sE v e n
for MO [movement orderg|t h a t

yoauor e

t wo

th | augh)

rat her

|l 6m st il
i inthgr® udr e
ther e

They know, and they go right for them. To be quite honest with you, yes. If

t her

eds a

ground att

ack,

t he

fsior st

the quaeb0s that we were with, because in fire bases, we were always
deployed together. We would cross train, so my searchlight people knew the
jobs of the dusters and the qtf@ people. We cross trained to make sure,
because in situations like thateople get wounded, killed, and you got to have

t he

Cr oss

training,

so that o6s

what

But Charlie knew what we had, and they were always reconning these
areas. They were always around. They were always observing. When they
came in, they went in fahose direct fire weapons that we had, and they went
after the searchlights. They came in with RPGs [rocket propelled grenades],
an RPG ri

and

t heyod

fire

ght

at t he

Was there a mentality, an attitude, that went along with working those
searchlights?

Yeah

. (Il aug

hs)

A | ot

of t

he

guys
understand what the searchlights were about until they had them attached with

them and realized that these guys are really good to have around here; they
we t hought

aren 6t
t hen
y ou

as bad
they w
need?0

as
er e

t aken

car e

t

we

they wer e,

of

i ke

Did you ever get attached and work with ARVN troops, Republic of Vietham

troops?
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

No, we did not, but like | said earlier, we had an ARVN ranger battalion right

next to us at Duster Compound. In fact, their battalion commander in Tet of

669 brought all the officers, who were€
officers, but a good ppmrtion of the officers were called back in from the

field.

We had a command performance over a
their headquarters, that evening, where we were served such delicacies as
monkey and rat and local foods (chuckles). | often wondeted kind of
parasites we were eating.

Now, weoOve talked a Ilittle bit about t
Viet Cong and NVA troops. Did you understand at the time the motivation of
the Viet Cong, especially?

Yeah. It took me probablg couple or four months, five months, six months in
country to realize that, in my viewpoli
grew up on World War Il stuff, Korean War stuff, watchiogmbat![1960s

television drama, depicting a U. S. platoon, figh its way across Europe

during World War 11.] on TV, those sorts of things, to know enough about you

get into a war; you fight a war; you K
and itbés done.
We werendét doing that, anpeople real i z

were trying to take their country back from first the French and then us. So |
could understand that, but | believe we were there stopping communism from
moving further down through that area.

Even at the point where you understand why theyevighting against you?

Yeah, yeah, yeah. Somebody wants to ki
| mean, itds survival. I never cared f
guys would take pictures eoNVAwKietn t heyo
Cong. I f they were killed out, theyod
count to report to higher headquarters, because the whole war seemed to move
on body count at that point in time. A
backintothoper i met ers, and theydd take pict
apart. Those would be war souvenirs, and you get a collection of that. |
never é

We werenodt allowed to do that; we s
found that sort of crap with my peoplé, § conf i scate it, tak:e
headqgquarters and burn it. |l dondt know

got off on a different tangent.
At any level, did you respect the enemy you were fighting?

Yeah, he was damn good and proficieiivlat he did.
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Pery:

Both NVA and Viet Cong?

Bot h, yeah. Wh at I ran i nt o, it wasnot
Thesewerewel r ai ned sol diers that knew what
recon; theyodd put a nyiweudirebearsetthisgteff her .
and then theyd6d come at you. Yeah, | h
AKnow your enemy. o0 (both | augh)

Wel | , | 6ve kind of doubled back here,
first experience you had in combat?

| supposeél was flyingélt was one of
really doesndét involve the enemy,; it i
before CaptailColemancame in.Captain Camanwas a senior captain,
came into the battery as thew battery commander. The old battery
commander had already rotated home.

| 6d been around, and the battery co
platoon headquarters and figure out his forces and where people were at. So,
he said, ACome dmrPer rry,dewed raen dg wifrfg w

position we went to was up at Lai Khe, the 1st Infabtiwision. It was our
3rd Platoorheadquarters that was up there, Lieutenant Dixon.

Anyway, we got up there, and the platoon had sent a jeep to pick us up
at the airstrip. We went back in, and then we went out, off of Lai Khe, out into
the countryside, visited a couple of positions, and then came back in. So we
were gone probably three hours. [We] came back to the helicopter, and the
helicopter was disabled;weo ul dndét take of f. He said,
happened?90

Anyway, long story short, the qailot of the aircraft had a captured
AK-47, and the crew chief and the-pitot were playing John Wayne stuff
and just dicking around. The gmlot pointed the weaport ¢he crew chief and
sent a round right through the stomach of the crew chief. Took out part of the
stomach, kidney, liver. He lived, but he was evacuated out of the country. The
round then proceeded through the crew chief and into the navigation
electronc equipment in the front of the helicopter.

So there we sat for the rest of the day, until we could get a new

aviation asset in to us. That was ear |

going on? How can people be awalots|l oppy

of that kind of death over there, wher

took shortcuts or did something stupid
Then the other incident that sticks

oriented. We flew upo French Fort, a Fire Support Base, Saint Barbara. It

was t he wet season, and the helicopter
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DePue:
Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

to make a fast | anding. Wedre going to
AOkay. o

Basically that i ssgdutthare franedcoathe had mo
fire base, and they were launching stuff at us. He came in, shoved me out, and
of f he went. And I 6m st-amedeéehgplbankingg]n

grading on the ground, so t hegynGhee got
mud.

Wel |, | 6m standing there, basically
hel met on, that sort of thing. But mor
figure, which way do | go? This is my
where anything s at . Thereds bunkers built, b

Mortar rounds came in. | just ran off the end of the PSP into the mud and got
down as low as | could. Then pretty soon the fire lifted, and the guys from the
platoon came out and pulled me obitlee mud, had some water, cleaned me
off.

They probably had a good laugh.
Oh, yeah. #AGot the new |ieutenant here

Thereds a |l ot of | ore about the new gu
treated bythe old hands? You mentioned your platoon sergeant already.

My platoon sergeant straightened me around real quick. He was a good guy. |
was very fortunate in the Army to have good NCOs. Even later on in my
career, when | became battalion commanddi06 Battalion, | had good

NCOs. | learned early on that the NCO runs the Army pretty much, at least at
the fighting level.

All my men seemed to respect me. | was so young looking, one of the
things that | did is | grew a moustache, so | would look ¢ldecause quite
honestly, fairhaired, blonde hair, blue eyed, round face, | looked like | was
thirteen years ol d, back then. So | fi
at least, to look manly here. | kept it all my life. | fit in, and they fitaing
they accepted me.

It was interesting that way, becaus
| think they were more accepting of me than what | was trying to figure out,
because | was trying to figure out the whole system at that point, because |
h a d ndntrainedeon any of it. The tactics that | had to learn were different
t han what | 6d been taught at Fort Sill

spread out all over hell és bells was ¢
taught. So it was a fastdeing curve for me too.
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

A lot of the officers who came in had
months in heavy combat and then get rotated to something else, a staff
position or something. Did you have that experience?

No, no. My job, wien | got there, was the same job that | had when | left, and

t hat was okay with me, | didnoét é
What 16d |ike to have you do now is to
incidents, if you could. When we first met, you mentioned quite a few of
them But | etds start with this one, and

there, an incident involving a suicide.

Yeah, as the 2nd Platoon and where we were assigned there (Duster

Compound), we fell on the duty roster for providing staff dutyceffiand

officer of the day and that sort of stuff. Quite honestly, we had fifty cals on the
perimeter. We had triple layer concertina [wire] all out there, and periodically
webd received rifle fire. 't wasnodot r e
and pay the old stateside routine and post people out there.

It was my turn, and | had a runner (coughs). Of course, with being

of ficer of the day, you have to have s
or whatever, somebody to play cardswitwhen it 6s about 3: 00
morning, and you cano6t see straight to
the night youdve got to go out and che
theydre awake and alert and not asl eep
they should be paying attention to.

One of my men’'| forget his name now
we played cards most of the night, drank coffee, just a great kid. It seemed
|l i ke everything was fine, |l i ke he acce
any difference. Two days | ater it was

buildings, and | heard a round go off. You know what a rifle sounds like. |
heard it; What was that? So, taking my initiative, | headed over to where |
heard the bullet to try to fige out what was going on.

We had rocket towers on Duster Compound. Rocket towers were
around |l ong gun posts, and basically w
scope up there for observation, where you could get an azimuth. So you were
laid on true northand you could look through these. So, at night, if you were
up there and you saw a flash out in the distance, you had to sight on the flash
and then report back to battalion headquarters, down there, what azimuth it
was. Then t hey 0 dForee pthaadquartdrs. Tlhgnyauo | | Fi
would triangulate that flash, and t hen
triangulation.

Anyway, the young man had been up in the tower during the day, and |
still dondédt know why he waseweanpupt her e,
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there and shot himself. Unbeknownst to me, he got a Dear John from his
girl friend, which meant shedd dumped h
letter from his mother, saying that his mom and dad were getting divorced.

Up in the tower that afrnoon, about 2:00, he put a2 to his chin,
pulled the trigger, and blew the top of his head off. | was down at the base,
and the battalion commander saw me. | was probably the first lieutenant that

showed up on the scene. The battalion commandercsaidme , A Perrvy, vy
a strong stomach?06 | said, AYes, sir. oo
the tower, and he said, Al want you to
surgeon. He needs some assistance. 0 He

withyouthat can handl e what youdre going t

The tower was |i ke thirty f-oo0t in t
i nch plated steel, so youbve got prote
We had a cot up there. | remember there was an old armyatatals up in
that thing and a couple of chairs. The square footage of this would have been
maybe eight by eight, ten by ten. No, eight by eight | suppose would probably
have been the largest surface area you had to move around in this thing.

| came up thdéadder and came over the steel plating to get inside, and |
saw the young man there. He was slumped over on the cot, and there blood,
more blood than 1 6d seen for a while.
battalion surgeon,s®iedrtyo meres @aipd
need to scoop the brains up for me, and then we need to get another stretcher
up here, so we can | ower him down. o We
between two military stretchers and then roped him off and lowered hira to th
ground.

Yeah, |l 6ve carried that foré (long
carried that for a long time, always wondering what | missed that night when
we were playing cards or what | could have said or how | could have
prevented what happened. Quite@éant | y, t hereds only so
but when youdbre a young guy, even as Yy
missed. But he made a choice and did what he did, and unfortunately, we sent
another young man home to his mom and dad that way.

That was a togh one to deal with. That bothered me for a long time,
because 1 6m sitting there seeing what
wise, engaging the enemy or not engaging and just kind of holding where we
were. It was based on the peace talks that wereg gmirup in North Vietnam,
|l believed. |l didndédt have anything
going on, and I édm thinking, You kn
goddamn war , |l et 6s just go home.

t o
ow,
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DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

You need to be a little bit more detlwhen you say, what was going on and
how we were fighting. What was it that you were seeing and that you were
having problems with, in regard to the tactics?

Well, what we were being told was, the Viethamese Army was going to take

over more of thevar. And God love little green acorns, they tried, but they
werenot capable. The | eadership that |
NVA. They didndét believe in their syst
from what | saw.

That said, otherogni zati ons were very good,
it depended on leadership. The first time | saw two ARVNs walking down the
road, holding hands together, | thought, What in the hell is going on here, in
thsar my? 1 6d never expeYoenlkreadw,t hladack 1i0
you think, Well, guys just donét hold

You didnét understand that was part of
No, |l had no idea. I hadndét been taugh
What was your comment about Gbless little green acorns?

Well, it was just something that popped in there.

But it means something to you. Little green acorns eventually grow into great
oak trees.

Yeah. At that point in count ewhatmy t i me
the heck we were doing there. Il just w
seen enough things. Il 6d lost that firs
the right thing, and | just didnodét kno
meanlleup on my | eader ship, my job or an)

And | never talked to my people, my men, about that, those feelings. | just
wasnodét going to do that.

How about to some other officer, to somebody you could trust?

Nah, | prety much kept it to myself, and it ate at me. | did have one friend,

and we talked. He was with the Quad s , and hebébd been out
convoys that had been ambushed, so hebod
both asked t he s ame nsgt?uwf fWe it Vidhl akte dar e uw

Do you remember his name?
Bob McCready.

He was your best friend over there?
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Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

DePue:

Perry:

One of them, yeah. Yeah, Bob was. And we had a newbie, a Lieutenant Rowe,
that showed up. He was like us when we got theréylatf fire and vinegar.

The story you told earlier about using the infrared and watching the enemy
come in, towards the perimeter, was that at Fire Base Bé&hg

Yeah, that was at Sog. We had another incident right before | left
country | had less than three weeks in country, where we

Just arrived or about ready to leave?

Ready to |l eave. I dm kind of jumping ar
that sticks in my head. There was a ground attack up at Fire Support Base

Saint Barbara, coming out of Cambodia. They cana night, and the first

thing they went for was the infrared capability of the jeep. They got up to and

inside the perimeter and fired an RPG directly at the jeep. It demolished the

jeep and the light, killed two people and injured three or four otheuro
battalionds people that were attached
So these are people from your platoon?

Yes. |l say, luckillyetAds faate iwtout athawa

mentioned the cross
training stuff earlier.

The Quadb0 people
were operating the
searchlight when this
was going on. It was
their shift at night to

man the searchlight, and
| had some of our people
that were sleeping in the
bunkerat that point. The
way the schedule shift
worked, the Qua&0

people Wwere in the Jeep, The members of the 5th Battalion, 2nd Artillery gather for a memorial
and they were killed. So service for the soldier killed during the attack on Fire Support Base St.

; A arbal eremaqn held on Duster Compound near Long
It W asn _O t mXgihn, @[Hbelljofw nﬁﬁ August 1969.

se, but it was still

people that | was familiar with up there.

Were you on the fire base at the time?

No, I was not; | was somewhere else. Then, battalion called me up, and | came
back in to Duster Compound and then the next day flew up. Then we
evacuated the equipment. The bodies went to the mortuary people, and we did
personal effects stuff, accounted for that
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