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Abstract
Roy O. Schilling, Statecraft, IS-V-L-2007-016

Biographical Information & Synopsis: Roy Schilling was born June 12, 1914 on
Boham Farm in Elkhart, Illinois. For 44 years he served as an Elementary School
Teacher, Principal, Central School District Office Administrator and a College Professor.
In retirement he served as church secretary for 15 years. For 35 years he has been an
active member of the Macon County Historical Society and served as the President of the
society. His interview covered his educational career, connections to Governor Richard
J. Oglesby’s family, (Oglesby served as governor from 1865-1869, and also from 1885 to
1889) history of Elkhart and Decatur, his reflections on well known national and state
political leaders, and his awards received.

Topics Covered: Schilling family history; childhood; education; married and family
life; educational careers; Elkhart history; educational issues related to the Decatur Public
School; involvement with educational legislation; retirement; and Decatur History and its
connections to Lincoln; Decatur Family life; travel; connections to Governor Richard J.
Oglesby’s Family; awards and advice to children and grandchildren.

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that
this is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical
sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual
accuracy of the memaoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the
reader to judge.
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