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Abstract  
Walter Zaida, Education is Key-Community College, EC-A-L-2013-031 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview:  Walter Zaida was born in Chicago, 

Illinois in 1931. He graduated from Crivitz High School in 1949. He earned his Bachelor of 

Science degree and an MS degree from the University of Wisconsin in agricultural education and 

began his teaching career at Joliet Township High School in 1954 

In 1961 he moved to Joliet Junior College, serving there until 1986, except for a two year 

study leave at UCLA [the University of California, Los Angeles]. While at Joliet Junior College, 

he held positions as assistant to the dean, dean of student services, vice president of informational 

resources/student services, vice president for academic affairs, and interim president. His interview 

reviews the development of Joliet Community College from 1901-1986, and the role of J. Stanley 

Brown, Dr. L.W. Smith, and E.W. Rowley in the school’s development. He also discusses the 

impact of the Junior College Act of 1965, the agricultural program, the impact that two world wars, 

the Vietnam War and domestic issue had on the school and the referendum approving the college 

and the building construction projects.  

Subject Headings/Key Words: community college; Joliet Jr. College; J. Stanley Brown; Dr. 

L.W. Smith of Joliet; Joliet Township High School; impact of World War I, World War II and 

Vietnam on Joliet Jr. College; Junior College Act of 1965; Joliet Jr. College agricultural program; 

strikes at Joliet Community College  

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve 

the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir nor for the views 

expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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