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Abstract  
Harold Steele, Veterans Remember, VR2-A-L-2008-059 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Harold Steele was born on July 8th, 

1922 in Sublette, Illinois, and grew up on the family farm in nearby Dover, Illinois. The 

Steele farm was typical of farms of that era, as they were nearly self-sufficient due to the 

farm’s diversity.  Harold discusses life on the farm during the depression. He graduated from 

High School in 1940, and enrolled in the University of Illinois, majoring in Animal Science. 

He was also enrolled in ROTC, since the University of Illinois was a land-grant college where 

participation was required. He enlisted in the Army in 1942, and was inducted in June of 

1943, going through Field Artillery Basic Training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma.  The Army sent him 

back to the University of Illinois for the Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP), where 

he received training as an engineer. Upon the closure of the ASTP program, Harold was 

redeployed to Ft. Sill and assigned to a school unit, manning a 75 mm howitzer. In 1944 

Harold headed to Ft. Benning, Georgia to attend Infantry Basic Training, and immediately 

afterward, through a 17 week Officer Training Program (OCS). He was commissioned in the 

Infantry on October 3rd, 1944 and subsequently assigned as the Platoon Leader of the 2nd 

Platoon, Company I, 3rd Battalion, 353rd Infantry Regiment, 89th Infantry Division.  

The Division shipped overseas and arrived in France in January 1945. By March the unit 

was in combat, receiving its baptism of fire during the Moselle River crossing, where Harold 

distinguished himself, earning the Silver Star for gallantry. In late March the 353rd Infantry 

Regiment crossed the Rhine River under fire. On April 4th, Harold’s company was among the 

very first to discover the Ohrdruf concentration camp, a satellite of the infamous Buchenwald 

concentration camp. It was the very first concentration camp liberated by Allied troops. 

Lieutenant Steele’s unit continued to fight its way across central Germany, linking up with 

Soviet troops near Chemnitz, Germany. 

Following the war Captain Steele was stationed in France to assist in the redeployment of 

American troops, then was reassigned to Vienna, Austria, first in the Provost Marshall’s 

office, and then as a Criminal Investigation Division (CID) agent for the Army. While there, 

he met Margery Whiteley, a former OSS cryptographer then working for the U.S. Army 

occupation force. The two married on October 12th, 1946.  
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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