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Abstract
Geoff Deigan, Alternatives in Education, EA-A-L-2019-014
Biographical Information/Overview of Interview: Geoff Deigan was born in Chicago,
Illinois in April 1962. Geoff grew up in Schaumburg, Illinois and graduated from Schaumburg
High School in1980. He attended Southern Illinois University (Carbondale) majoring in social
science and earned a BS in Teacher Education in 1985. He worked for Roy F. Weston Inc from
1987-1996, and in 1997 he founded WRD Environmental, with an objective of creating
sustainable landscapes. Geoff served as a board member for Prairie Crossing Charter School near
Grayslake, and became its executive director in 2013. Geoff has served as Treasurer and Vice
President of BOD-Conserve Lake County and, is a current board member of the Illinois Network
Charter School. He has received numerous landscaping awards for his work, and has published
several journal articles, and is co-founder and chairman for the Institute for Integrated
Environmental Education.
Deigan discussed the creation of Prairie Crossing Charter School in 1989, and its gradual
development over the years into a K-8 school located in two different elementary school districts
in Lake County. Geoff talked about the role of the State Board of Education and the Illinois
School Charter Commission in its oversight of charter schools. He also addressed the following
topics: the campus site and recent building development, the school’s curriculum including
before and after school program, school sports and activities, student selection via a lottery (state
cap at 430 and the waiting list), sources of funding (per capita tuition), its environmental
mission, the role of parents, the duties of the Board of Directors, and teacher/staff selection and
retention. He defined charter schools and how they function under state law. Deigan explained
how the school incorporates environmental education into the school day and in student projects.
Also, reviewed is how the school cooperates with the Prairie Crossing subdivision, which itself
was created with an environmental mission.
Subject Headings/Key Words: Prairie Crossing Charter School; charter schools in Illinois;
environmental mission of Prairie Crossing; role of Board of Directors for charter schools;
parental involvement in charter schools; Illinois Charter School Commission; Illinois State
Board of Education; funding for Illinois charter schools; Conserve Lake County
Notes to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve
the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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