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Abstract
Bon Bui, Veterans Remember, VRV-V-D-2015-067
Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Bon Bui was born November 8,
1946 in Quảng Bình province in North Vietnam, the son of Roman Catholics. His family fled
North Vietnam in 1954 after the Communists took power. The country was divided at the
17th Parallel at the Geneva Conference of 1954. When Bui came of age he joined the South
Vietnamese military to defend his country. He attended the Vietnamese National Military
Academy for four years, graduating in 1966 as a second lieutenant. He was selected to be
trained in the United States in the Marine Corps from 1968 to 1970, first in San Antonio,
Texas then at Quantico, Virginia, then returned back to South Vietnam. He was injured during
the Tet Offensive in early 1968, and returned to combat after he recovered. Bui fought
defending his country until Saigon fell the North Vietnamese communists in 1975, a battle in
which his unit lost 200 men. After the war, Bui became a prisoner of war and spent the next
ten years in the communists’ ‘re-education camps.’ With very little food and no medication,
he says his faith in God and his lack of fear of death kept him going. After being released
from prison in December, 1985, he tried to escape Vietnam by boat, but was captured and sent
back to prison. He was eventually granted refugee status by the United States government in
1990 and relocated with his family to Urbana, Illinois. Bui provides insight into living under
communist rule in Vietnam and says he wants to make sure future generations know
communism is a terrible thing.
Subject Headings/Key Words: Bon Bui; Vietnam War; refugee; Marine Corps; Saigon,
South Vietnam; Surrender of Saigon; Communism; Quảng Bình, North Vietnam; Tet
Offensive; 17th Parallel; Urbana, Illinois; prisoner of war; military training; Huế, South
Vietnam; re-education camp; concentration camp; International Organization for Migration
Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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