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Abstract
Phil Krone, Illlinois Statecraft, 1S-A-L-2008-014

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Phil Krone was born on March 1, 1941
in Chicago, Illinois. Growing up in Chicago, Phil was the son of very active liberal Democrats.
He attended Lakeview High School, where he graduated in 1958. In 1959, Krone began his
college education at Haverford College in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He transferred to
Roosevelt University in Chicago where he graduated in 1962. It was also in 1962 that he began
voting in Republican primaries. It was during his time at Roosevelt College that Krone met
future Illinois Senator Chuck Percy and future Illinois Governor Dick Ogilvie. For several years
after college he took several different teaching jobs in the Chicago area, including a position at
Dunbar High School.

In 1969, Krone began a career as a political consultant which led to him travelling across the
world, including an extended period of time being a consultant to the Chinese Ambassador in the
United States. After only 12 years as a republican, Krone became a liberal Democrat in 1974. In
1977 he worked on the campaign staff for Senator Tom Hines during his election for president of
the Illinois Senate. In 1980 Krone as a consultant for state Senator Richard M. Daley in Daley’s
campaign for the State’s Attorney. In the late 1980s, he gained access to Hungary for a week by
pretending to be the General Secretary of the Communist Party of Illinois. In all, Krone has been
to Europe somewhere between 150 and 200 times for either business or personal reasons. Krone
was diagnosed with gallbladder cancer in 2005, and he was later diagnosed with liver cancer. He
passed away in August of 2010.
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a transcript
of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the informal,
conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library
is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave
these for the reader to judge.
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