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Abstract  
Gene Jontry, Education is Key-School Reorganization, AI-A-L-2013-012 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Gene Jontry was born in 

Bloomington, Illinois in 1936. He is a graduate of Chenoa High School, and earned a 

Bachelor of Science degree from Illinois State University, and a master’s degree from the 

University of Illinois. He began his teaching and coaching careers at Chenoa in 1959. In 1962 

he became Principal at Chenoa and in 1967 he became the superintendent. In 1989 he became 

a dual Superintendent for the Chenoa and Octavia school districts. When the reorganized 

district of Ridgeview was formed he became its first Superintendent. In 1994, Gene became 

regional school superintendent of Livingston County. In later years this included the counties 

of DeWitt and McLean as well. Gene discusses the elimination of the small schools found in 

the Chenoa Unit District as the district reorganized. He also covers his Superintending, the 

creation of Ridgeview, and the much reorganization he was involved with as Regional 

Superintendent of Schools. 

 

 

Subject Headings/Key Words: School Reorganization, one room school, Community 

Unit School Act, Dual Superintendent, Regional Superintendent, unsuccessful consolidations, 

feasibility studies, dissolution, annexation, detachment, Regional Board of School Trustees, 

school mascots, colors, attendance centers, transportation , salary, schedules, state incentives, 

opposition to consolidation, school Board selection, tax levies, Classroom First Commission 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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