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Biographical Information Overview of Interview:  Gary Burgard of Sherman, Illinois was 

born in May, 1944 in Rushville, Illinois.  He grew up in Jacksonville Illinois, attended school 

through college there, and was a 1966 graduate of Illinois College, where he was active in sports 

and fraternity life.  He was a private pilot and became a charter and instructor pilot at the 

Jacksonville Municipal Airport prior to his entry into the Army.  After his induction, he received 

training at Ft Polk Louisiana, and then attended the Non-Commissioned Officer Candidate Course, 

graduating in December 1967, at Ft. Benning, Georgia. Upon graduation, he was promoted to 

Sergeant, E-5.  

Burgard arrived in South Vietnam in April 1968, where he served as an infantryman, MOS 

11B10, with the 9th Infantry Division near Saigon. He then was transferred to a MACV (Military 

Assistance Command-Vietnam) team south of Saigon near the Mekong delta.  Burgard was injured 

by enemy fire twice, and later received the Bronze Star Medal for meritorious service, and the 

Army Commendation Medal for heroism.  He returned to the continental U.S. in March, 1969, 

married, and became employed by the State of Illinois, from which he retired in 2001.  He and his 

wife Judy are part time real estate brokers, and they have two adult children.   

 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Jacksonville IL; Illinois College; Viet Nam; Saigon; Dong 
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve 

the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views 

expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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