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DePue: Today is Thursday, January 8, 2009. Thisyi§irst interview for the year.
My name is Mark DePue. I'm a volunteer for the Atam Lincoln
Presidential Library’s Oral History Program.It's mleasure to be with
Bernie Goulet today. Bernie is a resident of Sgrald, a longtime friend of
mine, and most important for today, a Korean Waenan. What's most
interesting to me, Bernie, is that you had the tnfaate distinction of being
there the first year and were actually in the Dljlhfantry Division] at the
Chosin Reservoir and then afterwards as well. We laglot to talk about, but
| always start at the beginning.

Goulet: That's a good place.

DePue: The beginning is when and where you wene. bor

Goulet: Well, I was born right here in Springfiehpril 22, 1931, which makes me
about seventy-seven and two-thirds now.

DePue: Seventy-seven years young, right?

Goulet: Right.

DePue: Did you grow up in Springfield?

Goulet: Yes.

DePue: How did the family come to be at Springfreld

Goulet: Well, the Goulets were, of course, Frenahdtlians, and they sort of

migrated down through Chicago and finally down gpoiggfield from
Chicago.



Bernie Goulet Interview # VRK-A-L-2009-001.01

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:
Goulet:
DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

Any idea when that happened?

Well, it had to be in about the 1870s, égg) and my dad was born in 18—oh,
wait, my dad was born in Chicago, that’s right1880. So it must have been
after that they came down.

Okay, but they’'ve been in Springfield foiteja while.
Oh, quite a while, since about 1886 or 183less.
Do you know what the family was doing fdiveng?

Not really. It's funny, they didn’t talk abt a lot of things. | know for awhile,
my grandfather was a barber, and | (laughs) unaledste was also a gambler
for awhile. I'm not sure just what other things. Nvihen of course, my other
grandfather on the Neef side, my mother’s side, av@&rman immigrant, and
came through Ellis Island, | guess—I'm going to éi&w look that up some
day—and he was a saloon keeper for a long timeihe®gringfield. Had one
right across, practically, from where the Orpheunedire was. [on Fifth
Street north of Washington Street]

What was your mother’s maiden name?

My mother’'s maiden name was Neef. It wahwvo e’s, N-e-e-f, but it was
pronounced “Neff,” just like N-e-f-f.

Well, that is interesting. What did youh#&atdo for a living?

My father was a state worker, and he wa®gieally in and out of good jobs,
depending on which political party was in.

You were born in 1931 in one of the darieats of the Great Depression, in
a time period that was pretty long, lasted allwla to the Second World
War. He was able to keep employed all that time?

Well, the state had to run, of course, thieg needed their people to run
it;(laughs) as long as the Republicans were indatywas in. And when the
Republicans were out, why, Dad was usually outworking at something
else for a while.

What agency did your dad work at?

Oh, boy. | know he worked in the archivegding for a while. He had a job
over where the—well, it's not called the Centeniallding anymore...

But the Centennial Building is right nexthe Capitol.

Right, mm-hmm. Yeah.
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You mentioned that as long as the Repulsliceme in power, he had a job.
Does that mean he was very active in the Repubpeaty?

Oh, yeah. He was out with his campaignimgj lais distributing campaign
literature and the whole thing all the time, whampaigns were on.

Would it be correct to say, though, thairduthat time frame, a lot more
positions were beholden to the party in power?

Oh, yes, I think so. The old spoils systeas in full power back then, right,
and that was just accepted (laughs) by everyoaegliis) Dad would sit by the
radio and listen to that election, and if the Dematswon, why, (laughs) he'd
start making plans for the lean years.

Well, at the national level, these were weugh Democratic years when you
were growing up.

Oh yeah, yeah. Well, Governor [Henry] Homas in for a long time, |
remember, but then [Dwight] Green got in, and @ alas in for quite a
while. That was a Republican dynasty for quite dewvhile Green was in
there.

What else do you remember about growinguapglthe Depression?

Well, | remember the WPA [Works Progressrmistration] crews working
on things. | can remember the guys coming to ouk lb@or and asking for a
meal.

The guys?

Well, no, the unemployed, | guess, or thieds. They'd tell Mom, “I just got
in from Chicago, and I'm so hungry; | just need sbinmg to eat,” and Mom
would always fix them something to eat, but theyasls had to do something
for it. They had to take out some ashes or chopeseood or rake some
leaves or anything like that. Mom would find theomee little job, and then
she’d fix them a nice meal.

What was your address then?
Three seventeen West Jackson. It's wher&tate Visitors' Center is now.

So pretty close to the railroad tracksRdsiow the hobos were getting to
town in the first place?

Well, yeah, they were coming in on Thirde$t trains. Yeah, it wasn’t too far
from the tracks. And of course, it was awful nder $tate buildings, too,
which made it very handy for Dad to walk to worlddor Mom to walk
downtown, because we didn’t even have a car.
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Where did you end up going to high school?

Springfield High. | was very lucky—I wert $t. Agnes Grade School, which
was only a block and a half away, so | just—it'stjud the visitors’ center
too, now, of course. (laughter)

Does that mean you grew up a Catholic?

Oh, yes. Right. We had three houses, rghify we lived in in that area. One
was right across the street to the east from B@oBaloon down there at
College and Edwards. That's gone. That's part efgarking lot for the state
building there now. And then with 317 West Jacksbat was, well, just
about eight years of my boyhood life. That's whatways consider my
boyhood home. Across the street at 326 West Jackasrthe first apartment
my wife and | moved to after we were married.

And when did that happen?
Oh, that—oh, boy. (laughs)
You're supposed to remember this.

That was in 1956, | guess. Yeah, '56. @hgosh, there was the fourth house
on Edwards Street—410 West Edwards. By God, itfseegoo.

Well, we've got a lot of history to talk bef we get up to 1956, so we're
going to double back to the late depression erayandgrowing up. Were
you paying attention at all to what was going oicurope? Was there a lot of
talk about the danger and the Nazis?

Oh, yeah. | don’t know, but | was very netgted as a kid. When the nun
would discuss it in school, | seemed to be ondefanly ones in the class that
would ask questions on it or give my own opiniongieything like that. The
kids didn’t seem much interested in what was hajmgethere.

What in particular were you paying attentah

Well, the military part of it. Hitler’'s coimg to power, of course, in the
thirties. My mom was very upset by that, of coulsgng German; she
figured that Hitler's coming to power meant nothimg bad for Germany and
she’d be very upset. She’d listen to reports of dimethe radio, and once in a
while, you'd hear der Fihrer himself spouting diétte, working up the
masses.

But you're still a very young lad at thiaéi.

Oh, I was. | was, but I—I don’t know. Mayibevas because Mom and Dad
were so interested in it that | was so interestetl Mom was pure, 100
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percent German, and Dad was 100 percent Frencl{|arghs) the war went
on to a small degree even then. | remember oneydister’'s boyfriends
coming in with a clipping; it said that Isaac GduteMontreal was head of
the German/American Bund [organization of peoplaldo the Germans]
there. Dad took that thing and threw it down onftber and stomped on it,
and said, “That's a damn lie!” (laughter) He didséty what it was, but Mom
quietly picked it up and read it. “Oh,” she saidptv about that?”

Did your dad speak any French?
Oh yeah. Yeah, they spoke French in hisehatmen he was young.
How about your mom? Does she speak German?

Yes, they spoke German in her home whemsiseyoung. She went to St.
Peter and Paul’s church, and she was even tau@#rman down there.

St. Peter and Paul’s church here in Spalufi
Springfield, right.

And this had been a time not too long #fierirst World War. | would think
lots of resentments still going on between Germamy France at that time.

Well, there was, and there was a matteemdirations that Germany had to
pay and things like that. Dad, of course, wasalktfiat. Mom usually kept
quiet on most of the things there. She was smadhatrespect, but she made
mental notes of everything.

Did she have some relatives back in Germsa@astill kept in touch with?

No, not that I'm aware of. Evidently, whiglatt Neef came over here, it was
to escape the German militarism. He brought a potd his house over there,
but there was never any contact with anybody leftifd that | was aware of.
She would meet other German immigrants here in t&imen we lived on
Edwards Street, why, she’d go down and visit ai€&peisthat was down
there, and she’d have conversations with her abawgh;not about Germany,
because | guess Mom had never been there— butithai about the
German community—the St. Peter and Paul people.

Well, you had a rather rich youth growingalpthese different cultures you
were exposed to.

Oh, it was interesting. Yeah, it was vengresting. Of course, I'd had to go
along when Mom was talking to Gertie down therel bah just about fall
asleep and wish they'd get done, and now | wishd tecordings of the thing.

I would think they were talking in Germdmugh, weren’t they?
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Goulet: No, no, they were both getting out of hiadit. They were talking in English.
Once in a while, there’d be a German sentencepbrase that would go.

DePue: Now, you were still awful young at this tirbat do you remember your
mother’s reaction, your parents’ reaction, whenn@ary invaded Poland in
1939?

Goulet: Oh, yeah, very definitely. Mom was justydisheartened. She could see the

whole thing starting again, and she was convinhatls where it would lead.
She recognized the type of person Hitler was, &edsaw nothing good
coming from that. Dad, of course, was champindpatdit for the U.S. to do
something to help out and get into it.

DePue: Really?
Goulet: Oh, yeah. Yeah, even though he had a caapis.
DePue: Well, did that even become stronger in ie&wn 1940 when they invaded

and occupied France?

Goulet: Oh, yeah, definitely. In fact, he looked $omething to do. The Air Force
took over the fairgrounds back then, and Dad maalara of going to work
for them out there at that time—quitting the statel going to work for the
government out at the fairgrounds—the Air Force.

DePue: Now, you said you had some brothers. | asshase are older brothers?
Goulet: Yeah.

DePue: How much older were they?

Goulet: Yeah, Joe and Jerry: Joe was some sixtans plder than me, and Jerry must

have been about twenty years older. And they batht vBut Joe stayed and
became a POW later on in the war, and well, herhean officer. He was
actually in the National Guard before the thingtetd and then they were
evidently activated before the war itself. | thimk was down in Panama for a
while there.

DePue: Yeah, they were activated in 1940. A Idhefdivisions—the 33rd Division,
which he would have been in—ended up in the Paahd quite a few of
them were captured at Bataan.

Goulet: Yeah. Well, he was 44th Division.
DePue: 44th, okay. That was the southern parteo$tate. You're right.
Goulet: And the 106th Cavalry out there. They did@ve the M8 armored cars yet

then, but that's what he ended up in in the Arntgrafie was commissioned.
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DePue: Do you remember Pearl Harbor?

Goulet: Oh, yeah.

DePue: Well, tell us about Pearl Harbor day for.you

Goulet: Oh, yeah. | remember, | was playing ingting room in the house there and

listening—the radio was on—and the announcemeneaout the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor. Boy, Dad dropped everythingas a Sunday
morning, | remember—Iate on Sunday morning. | retmenbad dropping
everything and coming to the radio and turningrddio volume up and Mom
standing in the kitchen door listening. Dad wasrsgy‘Well, now we’ll get
those damn people.” | think he figured it was gdiogpread to Europe,
though that was, of course, an attack by an Astavep. Four days later, why,
Germany and Italy both declared war on us.

DePue: You mean Hitler and—

Goulet: Yeah, Hitler and Mussolini both declared wa us four days later.

DePue: Something of a favor for those who wantegbtto war with Germany.
Goulet: Yeah, it was, exactly. Roosevelt had begplying England through Lend-

Lease [program to supply Britain with war mateaalcredit] and all that bit
there. | think Roosevelt was looking for a way &phbut not actually get in it
and send people there. Of course, after that, dedha

DePue: But your brother is already in the militaygu say, down in Panama. What
was your mother thinking about this?

Goulet: Oh, well, she was upset, naturally, as theravould be, and she was hoping
that he wouldn’t be called to go over there. Ofrseuhe never was called to
go to the Far East, but he did end up in Germany.

DePue: Now, which brother is this?

Goulet: That's my brother Joe.

DePue: He was the one who was already in the 44th?

Goulet: Right, mm-hmm. They brought him home, $emt to OCS, and then later on,
he went over.

DePue: Do you remember the unit he went with?

Goulet: It was Patton’s Third Army.

DePue: Was he infantry?
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No, no, he was in those armored cars, thMgse
So he was—

A platoon leader.

He stayed with the cavalry then?

Pardon me?

He stayed with the cavalry?

Yeah, he was in the cavalry over there y®i#l wore the crossed swords,
then.

This is the one who got captured, | take it?
Yeah.
Explain how he got captured.

Well, okay. Yeah, he was way out in frohtie Third Army on the drive into
Germany.

This is late '44, after the Bulge?

Right after the Bulge, and they were digvinto Germany; he was out in front
of his armored cars in a Jeep, and they were angblustis Jeep gunner was
killed immediately, and the driver was wounded,Jee bailed out of the
thing—he was unhit—and grabbed the driver and drddgm away from the
car. He dragged him up a little hill to a big stdr@en; he got in there with
him, and he gave him what first aid he could. Ertitig the driver wasn'’t too
badly hit, so he was okay. Joe realized they weeehad situation there; the
armored cars were trading fire with the Germansihei Germans had 88s
and the armored cars had 37s. The armored carsgeachim run in the barn,
and one of them pulled up there and says, “Comeélasget in.” And Joe
couldn’t go because of the driver. He couldn’t gahe driver. He motioned
the armored car to get the heck out of there, hagtmored car pulled back
and out just as an 88 did come in and explode gjostit where he’d been.

Joe realized that—or thought—that it was goingdalvery short
existence for him there in that barn, so he buaiegry good camera that he
had with him in the dirt floor of the barn, and soother souvenirs that he
had. Then he watched the Germans through a crable ibarn there, and he
can see them looting his Jeep. He had all kinadsnfly and stuff; they found
that, and they were having a regular party dowretleound his Jeep. So they
evidently forgot all about him. Like | say, afteoking the Jeep, they went
back to their own people. The German farmer the day, or later that day,
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came and started to come in that room, and sawdnchywent hollering out of
there that (laughs) he was in there; so right awesy soon, he was a
prisoner. He says he made every effort to talko#téalion commander— who
he was interviewed by, being an officer—he triedialé& him into

surrendering his battalion there. He said he wasallg making good
progress, and finally the battalion commander s&id, no, | can’t do it. |
know you're right, this is coming to an end, byudt cannot surrender my
battalion.”

So in other words, his only option then teasurrender himself.

Yeah, yeah. He was a prisoner by then goeirerviewed. So he went off to
Wolff Stalag 16 or something like that. I'm not swf the number, but that
was the name of the camp, Wolff Stalag somethirggwids there for the rest
of the war, then.

| can’'t imagine what it was like during thate. It had to be confusing. But |
want you to, if you can, remember what it was l&en your family received
the message that he had been captured—or maybditheyreceive that
message.

No, | received it. | happened to be honom@) babysitting my nephew David,
whose father worked out at Capital Pontiac at tiha. The telegram came,
and | took the telegram. Mom was—

The sam@cture of the guy riding up on the bicycle and Western Union—

Yeah, right. Yeah, that's what he did. ¢las) That was my high school job
later. But | got the telegram; | read it and savatihwas. | don’t know, |
normally wouldn’t have opened that thing, but Itjiedt somehow that | had
to, and | did—

A Western Union guy showing up at your housie a telegram was about
the worst thing that anybody could see back then.

Oh, sure. Back during the war, right. Yesth) called my brother down at
Capital Pontiac, and he drove down. My mom waswaking on her way
home from St. Agnes Church down there— which is alkere the visitors’
center was—so he picked her up there. She wasasqal to see him, but he
gave her the news there that Joe was missingionadteah, we didn’t know
he was a prisoner then; he was just missing imactiater on—oh, | guess it
was a couple months later—we got word from the Bexbs that he was a
POW.

Did you know or did you hear what your momisal reaction when she
found out he was MIA?
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Well, remember, she was German blood. Sisenet the type to, you know,
holler and yell and let out wails—not Mom. She wagood, (laughs) stoic
German. She was very upset and all, and you ceddesars in her eyes, but
she wouldn’t emote.

But she must have been worried about thyathliz message, for years and
years.

Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. Well, fortunately, W was getting near to being over,
so it wasn't a long time, but oh, yeah. She stagt@dg to novenas down at
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. | rebenm’d go with her.
We’d walk down, of course, from our house to thihedral, and go to the
novena and back. She did that steadily. Evidehthyorked.

I’'m not a Catholic, so | don’t know the sigrance of going to a novena.

Oh, well a novena is when you make a sefiessits to the church, and
they're conducting an actual ceremony. This waewena to Mary, the
Immaculate Mother. Mom would go to that faithfullyarce every Friday,
they had it—and you’d make the novena for someqagpHer purpose,
naturally, was to get Joe back.

Joe, or both of the boys?

Well, by the time Joe was captured, Jead lheen released on a hardship.
They found his wife Dorothy laying on the floor thiir living room out there
in Jerome and figured that she just couldn’t takeithout him, so the Army
released Jerry on a hardship discharge. So Jogheasmly one in right at that
moment. She had taken our service flag and doubsed sewed it so only
the one star showed, instead of the two that stie[ftags in the front
windows of families with members in the services]

That'’s interesting. How about your dad'stiea?

He was very quiet. He didn’t say much. tEhadd, now that I think of it. He
would try to reassure Mom; | know, that most pedpbt were prisoners came
out of it alive and okay, and he would attempteassure her on that. But |
don’t know whether she believed him at all on thait, he was right. Joe was
freed by the Russians, actually, as they camenhtlzen he had to escape
from the Russians. (laughs) But he got a whole buigeople at the camp
together, and they did commandeer a train and neateagist burst right on
through on that train.

By the end of the war—you're into high sdradeeady—what were your

interests at the time? Were you one who was paglogg attention to what's
going on in the war?

10



Bernie Goulet Interview # VRK-A-L-2009-001.01

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

Oh, yeah, very much so. | studied the nzeqasthe battle lines very carefully.
| wanted to know exactly what was going on. | takrld Affairs as a class
in high school and got into that, really. | rememivg instructor, Clyde
McQueen, saying that he thought the next flashpoittie world was going to
be in Korea. He showed us where that was, and ide“8area?” Nobody
considered that—but he said, “That’s a very hot,$@md he gave us all the
reasons.

Was there one or two particular reasonssthek with you?

Well, he was saying that there was a eesrgetic and aggressive North
Korean government right above the 38th parallelthatithe South Koreans
had been, or is more or less, in a peaceful mode.

So that would have been after the war, Isecalucourse—
Yeah, that was after World War II, right.

—after '45, the Americans occupied soutthef38th, and communist
Russians occupied north.

Yeah, right. Exactly. | don’t know why oaréh our government persuaded
Russia to enter the war. They entered after weusad the atomic bomb and
it was almost over; they really just fought thealagse for a very limited
period of time. Why we went on with our persuasibéthem to enter the war
just beats me now. | mean, we should have knowwere going to have the
trouble with them.

Those years in high school, especiallyrgettito your junior and senior
years, what were your interests? What were yoenirdns after you
graduated?

Well, as | remember, there were the Dentmcaaministrations (laughter) in
around that time, which meant that the family wasgdlly living high on the
hog, which meant that | had to get out and gebawdich I did. | was a
Western Union boy for a few years there. Then fehart while, while they
made an experiment in town, Brunswick Batkd, they started the Cue and
Cushion to see if they could get women to come damahplay pool.

The Cue and Cushion?

Yeah, that was the name of the place. Tieedd Cushion. The Brunswick
company started it, and the whole idea was tofdeéey could get the fairer
sex to come down and play pool with the boys. Itked. It was a very mixed
crowd down there. There was no smoking allowedhénplace, because
people would—or was it that you couldn’t lay yougarette on the pool
table? You didn’t even think about laying a cigtgetn the rail of one of
those pool tables. They were the greatest; theg vesily, really nice ones.

11
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But this is during the time when everyboensed to be smoking, and it was
no big deal to be smoking inside a place like thel inall.

Yes, everybody was. It was just the nortiniglg. People just picked it up.
Every movie, of course, had the people puffingantreothers’ face, and man,
it was just accepted. (laughs) But | can’t rememideether they could smoke
in the building or what the rule was, now. | kndvey couldn’t put a cigarette
on the rail of that pool table, though. | bet | nngve had to go down and tell
them 100 times not to do that. | was the rack Iheye for a while.

But all of this doesn’t sound like it's ydong-term career aspirations.
Oh, no. No.
What were your inclinations in high school?

Really, my thought was military. | was tkimg really of a career in the
military, and | was anxious to get going on it. Rigfter | graduated from
high school, | spent that summer vacation at hdmgeduated in June, and
then September 13th, | joined the Army, and ofeehiv

And wasted no time at all.

No, no, | didn’t. So | got into the peaosi Army, which was an experience
in itself.

What was it about military experience tleainsed to appeal to you at that
time?

Well, for one thing, I'd heard all the taligom my dad. His greatest regret in
life—he’d been in two wars, the Spanish-Americanr\dfad World War |—
and they'd canceled both wars just as he was gattirthe troop ship to go.
(laughs) He thought that was a terrible thing, tietouldn’t get over and
(laughs) cause the end of the war himself. (laughte

Well, he might have been very lucky thadide’'t have to do that.
Yeah, he might have been. Right.
But then you had two big brothers.

Oh yeah. Yeah, | had two big brothers.yJeever said anything against the
service. His stories were almost all funny. Jogexian the Guard after he got
out of the Army and all. He didn’t retire; he stdya the Guard for a little
while. But he was in the conflict between the 44l the 33rd Divisions.

After World War I1?

12
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Yeah, and the 44th lost, so that prettymermded his career right there.
Well, you need to be a little more explicitwhat the conflict was.

Really, | was in the regular Army at thadi and | didn’t know. The 44th was
activated, actually, during the Korean War.

It was activated by late '51 or '52.

Yeah. | was home from Korea, and | rementibey had me come out and talk
to them about conditions in Korea and what theyctenpect and all. | gave
them a little talk, and it was a very interestixgerience; then they went off
to Camp Cook, | believe, or somewhere like thabytb after that.

That's right. Camp Cook, and from therey th& split up, so the 44th never
saw action as a division; they ended up beingélfer everybody else, as |
understand it.

That's right. The 44th didn’t go as a Digig you're right. | tried hard to get
into that. (laughs) | went to our First Sergeant the First Sergeant
schlepped us off as usual. | said, “How do | gai that unit?” | told him |
knew the unit and | would like to go to it, andgdsd, “Well, you write a
letter to the regimental commander.” | said, “TI#8rand he says, “No, our
regimental commander. Request it.” So | wrote &tdb the regimental
commander, and as little as | knew about Army—(tes)d knew nothing
about it. | was really so amazingly—

How can they possibly object to this request

Yeah, that's right. (laughter) So | took tktter up, found his office, and took
the letter in and put it on his desk so he’d be $arfind it and left. (laughs)
He found it okay. (laughs)

And you heard about it afterwards?
Oh, yes, | heard about it for a while aftards.
When was this?

Oh, that’s after | was back and had besigasd to Aberdeen Proving
Ground as a basic training instructor.

Okay, so you're still on active duty after—

Oh, yeah, | was still on active duty. Right
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Well, again, we’ve got a whole lot of temjtto cover between the time you
enlisted to then, so let’s back up again, andellabout your initial
experience in basic training. Where did you go, whdt was it like?

Oh, I went out to Fort Riley—a little ofisbt of Fort Riley called Camp
Funston—and | did my basic training there. My gdbky seemed to be really
hurting for staff. They had a private, actuallytiag as our platoon sergeant
for a while there. But he was a doggone good mandaha good job. It was
infantry training, but | don’t think they even igxlius bayonets. As far as
squad tactics—well, they taught us how to shodfle—+but there was no
infantry tactics. It was a pathetic. The next waisvsupposed to be a push-
button war, so they wouldn’t need infantry tactics.

But why did you join the Army?

Oh, I just liked the idea of a military ear. | liked everything | knew about
the Army.

But the Army versus the Navy or Air Force.

Oh, well, I just didn’t have any contaeally, with Navy, and remember, the
Air Force was still the Army Air Force back then.

Well, it had just broken off in 47, '48.

Yeah, that's right, and | joined in '49. Yre right. They didn’t have much
seniority at the time. (laughs)

Was it the infantry?
Yes.
Did you request the infantry?

No, really, I loved those armored cars tamks—well, the tanks we had
before | joined there—we’d been issued Shermanstagkhat time. | loved
driving those doggone tanks and all, so | wantethéntanks. | joined with a
commitment to armor, and that actually did worki, bioad to really push it
with the IG and everyone else to get there. Theytadhto put me straight into
the infantry. Then after infantry basic, | wenttdieavy mortar company. All
the while, I'm hollering and waving my enlistmemnomitment, and | just
pushed it hard enough that they finally gave up@utdne in the tank
company there.

At Fort Riley?

No, at Fort Carson—that’s the 14th RCTtHeyway.
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14th RCT?

Yeah, Regimental Combat Team, 14th RCToat €arson. In the winter, we
were ski troopers, and in the summer and spring, wie were whatever else
we were doing. In my case, it was armor.

So you weren't terribly impressed by thdityaf training that you got, or
didn’t get, at Fort Riley in basic?

No, it was terrible. | mean, it had thirige first aid, rules of land warfare,
military courtesy and customs, but there was nantrl training. It was
infantry basic, but there was no infantry trainikige didn't—

Were you expecting something harder and ngoeus?

Yeah, really. | mean, even the doggoneaalsicourse—well, now, the
confidence course, of course—was really very nfilighs) Remember, that
was the peacetime army, and they just weren’t gmngeed infantry like that
anymore.

When did you start your ski training at Fomtson?

Oh, in the winter of that year while | wagl with the heavy mortar company,
| think.

Was that winter of '49, then—early '50?

Yeah, mm-hmm. Yeah, | joined early enoughbédt my basic over in '49 and
then get to Carson. | went out with them to CamfeHahich was up in the
Rockies near Leadville, and did the ski troop tragrup there. | loved that;
that was great.

Well, that would suggest that you’d endrug unit like the 10th Mountain
Division.

Yeah, you'd think that. That was the 10tkigon, of course, that gave me
my basic, and they were at Fort Riley.

Oh, okay.

Yeah. Yeah, | still got a few of their glas around up there. [uniform
shoulder patches]

But the 14th RCT was just your standardpiftthe-mill infantry regiment?

Yeah, it was an infantry Regimental Combadm. | guess the stuff we did as
heavy mortars and tanks was all pretty appropriaie| never did see infantry
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troops doing infantry training. It just didn’t see¢mbe done anymore. | didn’t
get any infantry training until | was in the infapin Korea.

In combat?
Yeah. Well, our first day in combat. Ouop@aughs)—

Wait a minute, we're going to back off, #ndnot supposed to do this, but
I’'m going to ask you this question, too. We're gpio get to that first day in
combat, believe me. You said you were in the maeation?

Oh, yeah. | had been for a while at Carson.
Did you get training as a mortarman?

Yeah, | did start getting a little training a mortarman, laying in the tube.l It
was 4.2 mortars. | never did get to hear one ahtheed at that time.

You never fired a round.

No, no, never got to, but we were traimmghem, aiming them and laying in
the aiming stakes and all that bit.

Was that what you were doing? | mean, yoe assigned to the mortar
section of your platoon when June 25, 1950 camemarand the Korean War
started?

No, | was in the armor by then. Remembweras fussing all this time with my
enlistment commitment to the armor. They finallynbeed it somewhere
around the end of March or April, and they shippeslover to the tank
company. | was a very happy trooper then. | lovedkimg with those
Sherman tanks and driving them and all, and | thotltat was just great.

Was this tank company part of the 14th RCT?
Yeah, right.
So finally, after all this noise, the squyeakeel does get the grease?

Oh, yes. Yeah, it did. | made enough nthaé¢they finally gave up and sent
me over there.

Did you get better training, then, once gouto the tanks?

Yeah, because it was regular tank trairikig’d go out in the tanks, and we'd
have all kinds of maneuvers and things like that.

Did you get to participate when they fiteel tnain tank gun or some of the
auxiliary weapons?
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I’'m trying to think whether I fired that imetank gun. Remember, | had been
in a tank outfit out there at Camp Lincoln befogjeihed the regularsand we
had fired some. | can remember firing the tank gans I'm not sure whether
it was... It's so damn long ago, I'm not sure whetih@ras with the guard or
with the 14th RCT.

You've alluded to that before, but | thinkdssed over it and didn’t
understand. You're saying that before you lefhdis, you had joined the
lllinois National Guard?

Oh, yeah.

Was that while you were still in high sctrool
While | was still in high school, right?

The 106th Cav?

Which ended my football career.

How'd that happen?

Oh, well,  mean, | was told, hell, | h@dmake a choice. Football naturally
starts early in the fall, and here I'd be, out attAMcCoy or Camp Ellis or
somewhere with the Guard. So that ended my footlaadler real quick. | did
freshman football only.

Okay, well, let's get back to Fort Carsaiho lwant to have you talk a little bit
about your reaction to hearing that there’s a veay going on over in Korea,
and that would have been late June, 1950.

Oh, yeah, | was down on a prison-chasingildguarding prisoners and
taking them around on work detail, stuff like thatemember being back in
the billet when the word came down that the Nortnd@ns had crossed the
38th parallel into South Korea and that the fighthad commenced. We
didn’t really think it was going to affect us a wadot at first. Nobody was
too worried about it. That's something that's happg over there. All kinds
of things happen over there. But of course, belfamg, as the South Koreans
commenced getting clobbered, then the thoughtestaaming up that United
States was going to have to send troops. By tin they had formed some
odd ideas of what the 14th RCT was going to do. @atoon sergeant took us
out and reassured us. He said, “You guys won't haweorry. You’re not
going to get sent to Korea, because we’re goirtgetoalled a training unit.
You're going to be cadre, and we’re going to sgaitting trainees in here for
you to train. The only way you’d get to Korea iyafu were stupid enough to
go down to Personnel and volunteer for the infahifipat same afternoon, |
was double-timing down the street to Personnebtanteer for the infantry.
(laughs)
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Okay, Bernie: why?

Well, I wanted to do it. | wanted to testsalf. | wanted to see what it was
like. I'd heard enough about it, and | wanted toagtually do it (laughs)—see
if it was like they all said it was.

Did you have a girlfriend or a sweetheathiattime?
Not really, no.

How about your parents? What were your pasarying when you were
telling them, “I'm going to go to Korea, darn it"?

Well, they didn’t know that | volunteereat it, of course.
You didn’t tell them that part of the story?

No, I didn’t go that far into the story tvithem.

Why not?

Well, 1 thought they’d be a little impattamith me for doing that, because
Mom in particular was a little shook that | wasmgpover there. Dad didn’t
seem to mind. (laughs) | think he was still goiaglo it vicariously if he
couldn’t do it himself.

Well, 1 would imagine you’re making this s&an just at the time when the
Pusan Perimeter was getting solidified, and ittsklag very grim for the
Americans.

Yeah, that's right. And everyone can seeai$ going to settle down into a
more drawn-out war than they thought it was gombe, since we were
almost getting booted out of Korea until we sol&tifaround the perimeter
there. So | volunteered. | wanted to go do it. Amely (laughs)—they took me
right at my word. They gave me about five, six dégave, and then | was put
on a plane and headed over there quick.

Did you come back home for the leave?

Yeah, | came back home for the leave. Waet my only time in Alaska. | can
say I've been to Alaska, because that's where ldmeepvent. Man, |
remember that sucker coming down over the enddsténhe Aleutian—
Shemya Island, | think. We were flying along, ariddked out there; in the
glow from the exhaust of the engines, | could seees. And | said, “What?”
(laughs) | was real worried then, and then allrete running lights started
coming out of the water and—
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DePue: Did you know, though, how fortunate you wée¢ you got to fly to the
Orient instead of taking a troop ship over like tesople did?

Goulet: Oh, yeah, | probably was. Well, it was syuecker.

DePue: Did you get any advice from Joe or anybdsky legack home when they knew
you were headed over to combat?

Goulet: Well, Joe wasn't an infantryman, of cou®g he wasn’t quite sure what to
tell me there. (laughs) He gave me the normal wbah't volunteer for too
many things.

DePue: Well, it was too late for that, wasn't it?

Goulet: Yeah, right. (laughs) They got me therekuwell, they were flying troops

over because they needed them so quick. They warerfg the 7th Division.

DePue: Why don't you talk a little bit about whera ended up? | know you ended
up in Japan, but talk us through that part.

Goulet: Yeah, we were at Camp Drake in Japan tlaeck) remember we landed at
HanedaAirport and went right out to Camp Drake. Oh bibyyas quite a mix
of people, really. The Gls that they were gettingaf the peacetime army,
they weren't the top of the social circle, (laugtesput it mildly. But | guess
they were good for this purpose, filling up theksathere.

DePue: Well, you mentioned they were forming thel#tantry Division in Japan,
but the 7th had been on occupation duty sincerdeoéWorld War II.

Goulet: Yeah, but they were practically down tadre-strength outfit—not even
cadre strength anymore. They were just pretty naughper division.

DePue: One of the great criticisms about the posHd\WVar 1l United States Army
was what you kind of just alluded to, is that itsa@dre. So you had a
regiment that had only two battalions instead od¢hand a battalion that
would have only a handful of companies, not alih&f companies filled up,
and it was cascaded all the way down, so—

Goulet: Exactly.

DePue: Did the 7th also end up pushing a lot opfeeout early to Korea to fill out
other units?

Goulet: | suppose that that's where a lot of thep&ople went, to fill the 24th as they
went in, and the 1st Cavalry. The 1st Cavalry,2fih, they were the first
outfits in the 25th Division. They sort of had tolth the line on the perimeter
until...The Marines got over there fairly early; Iritk the Marines were about
the fourth or fifth division in.
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DePue: What was your training, and what was thgamzational period like for the
7th?

Goulet: You mean from—

DePue: When you joined them?

Goulet: At the time | joined them, we were jushadtate of limbo, just waiting to

move. There was no training going on; we were fjlisig the companies. |
mean, if you were in a squad, you didn’t know d@uywere simply a member
of a roster, and you didn’t know what the heck tlogter was—a recon
platoon, an infantry company, what it was. You wenéy a soldier on a
roster. | think they actually moved us around as&lgned us once that ship
left the harbor. (laughs)

DePue: So absolutely no training whatsoever.

Goulet: Right, there was no training. They assumedvere trained. When | went
back from leave, | had had three or four daysaihing before | was put on
the plane. That was infantry training, but onlyvasch as throw a grenade,
shoot a rifle, but that was it; there was nothibgwt squad tactics or platoon
tactics or anything like attack orders, patrolling.

DePue: Before this point in time, Bernie, everythyou’ve said suggests you were a
real gung-ho troop. What was your attitude thenwyeu were seeing all of
this chaos, if we can call it that?

Goulet: | was waiting to see the light at the ehthe tunnel flash on and show me
how this all fit together to make an efficient figig unit.

DePue: You figured somebody knew what the heck wene doing?

Goulet: Yes, | figured something had to happen hamd this was all going to meld
into an efficient fighting unit ready to go herkaughs) But it didn’t happen.
Everybody above me seemed as confused as | wathanaas right into the
Inchon Landing. But at least by the Inchon Landing;d had a few days.
They'd been able to make up their roster. Theyltedaosters out, and |
knew by that time | was in A Company of the 1sttBladn of the 31st
Regiment. That was a big improvement, just knoviireg.

DePue: And it's standard 11b Infantry Rifleman?

Goulet: Yeah, yeah, right. | was a rifleman. | l@a2nd Platoon, 1st Battalion,
Company A.

DePue: But you didn’t find that out until you were the troop ship?

Goulet: No, no, | was on the troop ship beforeéwrthat.
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DePue: You had mentioned when we had our pre-i@rgession that it wasn'’t just
Americans in this unit, either.

Goulet: That'’s right. They had to fill up the rankgh whatever they had, and
whatever they had were young men that they coutdaipt in the fields of
Korea, in the towns and everywhere—young guysliadtno training. They
sent them over straight to Japan for training; teetbey left Japan, they put
them right on the troop ship with us, and they weag of the 7th Division

there.

DePue: | read in getting ready for the intervieattthere were 8,000—8,000—
Koreans that they fit into the division, which medhat—

Goulet: Eight thousand in that one division, huh?

DePue: Which means they were close to 50 percehedivision.

Goulet: They evidently were, yeah.

DePue: How about your particular squad?

Goulet: Well, my squad was an eleven-man squaditamas made up of five Koreans

and six Gls. So you're right. Each Gl was pairefdioth a Korean, and we
were supposed to interpret to him and tell him whbato.

DePue: Does that mean the Koreans understood Bfglis

Goulet: No, no, no. They slowly got to understariittie, but they never did really
break the language barrier completely. We devel@pgidigin talk between
us.

DePue: And again, this is happening right befone lgdt, or on the ship itself, where

you're beginning to figure out: Okay, I'm in thensa squad as this guy; I'm
supposed to be helping this guy out, and—

Goulet: | didn’t know who was going to be in my aguwntil we got on that
doggone... Evidently, Wayne Carey, my friend upatine, he had some idea
of the people in our squad. We were 2nd squadeaitntly he had a little
idea of it. Even in combat—my God, our assistanasigeader disappeared
after that first fight. He couldn’t handle himsedf) they sent him off to the
back and we never saw him again.

DePue: How about some of the NCOs [non-commissiofffecers]—the squad
leaders and platoon sergeants and those juniaeosf?

Goulet: Oh, there, we were lucky. We had an old [dV@/ar Il veteran for a squad
leader, and he was number one, by gosh. He wasaa guy. He knew what
he was doing. The poor guy, he was so frustratéeiag stuck with us, who
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were completely unknowledgeable. Well, like | dag tried to get us together
before we got off the ship and told us to stickmaach other and stay
together and not stray and all that bit, so we rgaddo do that. We simply
went ashore at Inchon in a mob. | understand sdrtteedoattalions actually
did some fighting there.

In other words, the Marines, | knew, weeeitlitial assault, so by the time—

Yeah, Wolmedo Island, right. There was Koeesan aircraft came down to
attack us; (laughs) he made some kind of a padgstham the next thing |
knew, why, he was streaking off toward the nortthvabout four F-51s right
behind him. (laughs) A Yak fighter, that's whatas.

So leftover—Soviet Air Force surplus?
Yeah, right. It looked sort of like a P{&Imerican fighter plane]

Was it a couple of days after the initintliag by the Marines that you guys
came into Inchon?

No, we came in pretty quick. We had tosiatted on our training. (laughs)
Would you say, as far as you knew, the wiliwision was like this?

No. No, no, that's not so. It seemed tosoee battalions that went in fairly
up to par—a couple battalions of the division—ameltactually did some
fighting, as | understand. But by gosh, we did@vé to. I'm not sure what
we’d have done. But they could get us all togetbea tank patrol and put us
up on the backs of the tanks and go roaring off ihé countryside on some
objective. We never knew what the heck it was. Tdien't tell you, in those
days.

Well, what your explaining, though? | meagives a good impression of just
how desperate the Americans were to find anybody tivay could to get
over to the war.

Yeah, they were. They needed troops ogtbend, or boots on the ground,
as they call it now.

What was your first impression, then, ormegot to Korea? The sights, the
sounds, the smells of Korea?

Oh, boy, | was very much enthralled by@reentalness of it all, of course. |
loved being in different surroundings—different disedifferent languages
and all. Now, that was great fun. | enjoyed thatt Bvanted to see what
combat was like, doggone it. They'd almost put méhe Rangers because |
said | wanted to get into combat, but then my gladeld it off on that. They
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couldn’t find the regulations. They finally apolagd to me, and they allowed
as how I'd probably see enough (laughs) anyhovatisfy me.

DePue: Was that at Fort Carson, when you triecetdlge Rangers.

Goulet: Oh, no, that was right there in Japan wthegy were interviewing us
individually before we got on that ship.

DePue: How long were you in Japan?

Goulet: Just a couple, few days. They say, “Son;rgayoing into combat. How do
you feel about that?” And I'd say, “I can’t wai{faughs) Evidently, that
wasn’t the answer they were used to getting, bectney sent me off to a
special table there. They were forming up this Ramgitfit, and they wanted
to get me into it, but my doggone glasses, thegy'tdkdhow how that was
going to affect it— | guess in paratrooper trainamgl stuff like that. So
finally, they said, “Son, we just don’t know how wan do it, but you'll have
to go with the infantry. But | sort of think youfirobably get enough to
satisfy you there.”

DePue: (laughs) Yeah. Well, they knew quite adidn’t they?

Goulet: (laughs) Yeah.

DePue: And we skipped over your troop ship expeadrom Japan to Inchon.
Goulet: Oh, that was quite a troop ship, becauseverd through a typhoon on the

way, and that was really something.
DePue: How many days were you at sea?

Goulet: Oh, boy, | couldn’t even guess. | havedeai It seems to me, looking back at
it, it must have been five or six days, somethikg that.

DePue: What's it like going through a typhoon acr@ammed troop ship with a lot of
very scared people?

Goulet: Oh, man, with all those Koreans and evedytseasick as hell—my gosh.
And of course, the guy the most seasick would gahe top bunk in that
bunch of racks. They usually moved him down prattick.

DePue: Well, I know enough about Koreans—they leagempletely different diet
than Americans. Were they getting Korean food apxsh

Goulet: Oh, no. No, they weren’t; they were getings, and it was pretty rich for
them, of course, plus the fact that they were skaand they didn’t seem to
be holding any of it down. But that didn’t mattbgcause they kept their
helmet right there with them and used it as a ¢énata—(laughs) even in the
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mess hall—and that caused a lot of bad feelingsd®t Gls and the ROKs
there—Republic of Korea [troops].

What was it that caused the bad feelinga?thk ROKs were chowing down,
or what?

No, they were (laughs) being—well, all teassickness all over the place.
That and the fact that they didn’t know where toogevhat to do. They were
sort of getting underfoot, according to the Glsefghwas a lot of bad feeling
between them at the time, but not between our sgiaddidn’t seem to have
much trouble. They paired us off—they finally tald what the squad was on
the ship, just before we went ashore—and | fouadl itkvas paired off with
Joong Chang-Hyon, his name was, and he was thdfd& | went in with.

Jung Chang—

Joong. J-0-0-n-g, | guess. Joong. And Ch@rgra-n-g. And then Hyon, H-y-
o-n. Joong Chang-Hyon

So he would go by Hyon—is that how you reféto him, or...?
No, Joong, | always called him, and thainsed fine with him.
What was he like?

Oh, he (laughs) was a pretty good old Bay.it was amazing: he’d sit at one
end of the foxhole, and I'd sit at the other endo3e damn mosquitoes would
be swarming around me, about five per square inetref and Joong wouldn’t
have a one on him down there. He’d sit there andh. He'd say, “Ah,
Goulet, number one, chop, chop.” (laughter) He dnitlhave a mosquito on
him.

Were they getting any kimchi [pickled cal@agth lots of garlic] or some of
the food that they were—

No, they didn’t then. By gosh, that oneljghough, | remember we were
dug in, and we were under mortar fire was comindput all the South
Koreans were gone. They'd gone down to this tovwoy, Bhey came back,
and wow, you could smell that kimchi on them. Myspthey were strong.
(laughs) | remember a friend of mine, Al Rothroobnfi Pennsylvania; his
South Korean, Sim Gin-Sup came and got in the ftelemd he tossed him
right out; he wouldn’t let him stay.

He stunk too bad?

Yeah, he smelled so durn bad. | mean, thay, were really strong. That must
have been some really good kimchi. (laughter) 8allfy, he got together with
Joong—he and Joong were friends—and they camecakdd at me, and
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then they went over and looked at Rothrock. Rotkiraast have looked a
little smaller, because they grabbed him and tokgedut of the foxhole,
and they both jumped in. So Rothrock came overgaridn with me
(laughter) while the mortar fire was coming in #er

This is during the Inchon portion of the—
Yeah, right after it. Shortly after it.

Now, | know enough about the Inchon openghat the Marines went into
Yong Dong Po | believe,towards Seoul, and the 7thleast elements of the
7th—kind of split off to the south then.

Yeah, we went up to Suwon for a while.

Suwon was south...?

Suwon Air Base. Where is Suwon from there?
It's right here.

Oh yeah, okay.

It would be at the southern side of thenpeter of—

Yeah, we did go down to the southeasttrigb wonder then. if we were
down there, we would be the logical ones to meewitp elements coming up
from the perimeter.

Well, see, this is the thing that a private infantry isn’t necessarily made
aware of—what’s going on.

Yeah, we weren't.

Your unit was the one that was supposadkaip with the forces from the
8th Army who are coming up from the Pusan Perimeter

They did finally tell us—that was one patiey told us on—we were going
to try to link up with a patrol coming up from tperimeter. And we did. We
linked up with them during the night.

Do you remember the first combat actionsawm?

Well, outside of that tank patrol | mentol where the ammo dump blew up
and shook everybody up—

You need to go into some detail on that.
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Well, we were riding a tank patrol, and meelly didn’t know what the heck
we were doing: | guess the tankers did. We cantetims$ area, and we could
see a fire way off to our west, and then there avhage explosion. We got
the word that it was that an ammo dump had blowd,iagot everybody on
that patrol sort of jittery. | know the South Konsathought, boy, we were
going to be under attack any second; they stattedteg at anyone that
would move out there, practically. | mean, thereswa old farmer plowing
his field out there, and they started shootingmat He’d shake his fist at
them and go on with his plowing. They were kickumgthe dirt all around
him. Finally, he went off and sat down behind &thiére where they couldn’t
see him and waited until we were gone. But theyeweally jittery.

| remember we went up... This is the first time | sd@uth Korean
troops do this. A South Korean unit had been aitecuip there, and we went
up the hill behind them; the South Koreans weneating, and they had their
rifles pointed backwards over their shoulders ay tliere running, shooting
with their thumb. | couldn’t believe it. (laughsyuess you wouldn’t want to
follow them very close behind if you were an eneirsaw South Korean
units do that a couple times: retreating with thidies pointing backwards,
just running like heck.

Well, during this whole thing, I've got telieve that you're basically learning
how to be an infantry squad and an infantry platpaurself.

Yeah, when we got down to Osan, we wewt auir first real full-scale attack.
Osan is—

It's farther south from the Suwon.

Yeah, there it is. Yeah, that's where weao combat infantry badge,
actually. That was a full-scale attack. They hadualsix tanks, about three of
them dug in on our side, and they were firing aw&lg. had a platoon of tanks
coming up, of course.

When you say “they,” meaning—
The North Korean forces.
So these would have been—

They had T-34 tanks dug in up there, andeasame across that field, why,
one of our tanks was in front of a building in th#e Korean town there, and
all at once, that building collapsed right over thp of the tank. | said, “Man,
did you see what that tank’s back-blast did to thalding?” | mean, it never
even occurred to me that that was incoming firé ¢éxa@loded that building
over that doggone tank. (laughs) But the tank dmwerom under it— it
wasn’t hurt any—and went on with the fight. Whereyt were, you could see
their tanks, because you could see the lanceetfime out when they’d
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shoot. Man, as soon that streak of fire came @mh fivhere their tanks were,
why, that shell was there. It was just very higlheegy weapons. Man, it got
there quick. Some of those were exploding around gy evidently didn’t
have good armor-piercing shells. One of our pewgls wounded—I don’t
even remember the name—and they evacuated him.

One of the people in your squad?
Yeah.
An American?

Yeah, an American; he was taken away. Testarted across the big, wide
field, and Sergeant [Thomas] McGuire got up there made the signal for
diamond formation.

Is he the platoon sergeant?

No, | think he was our squad leader. Heertaé sign for the squad to get into
the diamond formation.We all looked at him likepyknow, What's that?
(laughs) Nobody knew. We had no idea what a dianfondation was. So he
had to place each one of us where he wanted bsirmiamond formation,

and he says, “Now, we’re going across the fielthia formation. Each of you
stay right where you are in it, and observe of§onr area of the diamond.”

Was he in the center of the diamond, then?

Yeah, right. So off we went, and poor Ma@wvas just hollering like hell
(laughs) to keep that diamond in shape. Usualladnd formation—it's
pretty extended—and it's what you go through amyllfire usually in.

So you were probably ten meters or fartwaydrom the nearest people in
your formation.

Oh yeah, yeah, quite a while. | mean, eflext guy is where that drape is
hanging in the front window to you, that's fairlipse. Yeah, it's pretty
extended.

Was this the first time you got a chandedoyour weapon in combat?

Oh, yeah. | used it very effectively. Buamazed me that not everybody got
down there and did. | found out there was a Iqiexiple that don't fire,
especially new people, and | guess untrained pedgdlat of people didn’t

fire. The South Koreans, they all got togetherne bunch—this was after we
were on our objective, hill 113—damn, the Southdéars were firing at
anybody that moved out there. | got it in placa igood firing position and
saw where the North Koreans were and what they darey.\When what
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looked like an officer bugged out of there, whyodk him down. That was
my first one.

The first time you fired your weapon?

Yeah, that was the first time | had reéilgd my weapon, and | got him on
about the fifth shot. He was running down the Ailey were trying to escape
down the hill; they go down this little valley atfttough a railroad tunnel,
and then they were gone, out of our sight. Theytlgetgh the mountain
range on that tunnel.

I’'m always curious about these things, bezdhaven’t been there myself.
How scared were you during all of this?

Not very. Not very. The time | was scarembwack when that tank was
shooting at us. | figured, “Oh, the chances of hitting us aren’t great,” but
then I picked up one of his fragments and lookethatt sucker, and that was a
mean-looking son of a gun, boy, that piece of sihafjment. | pictured

getting hit by that thing, and that sort of scameelthen. That sort of went
away as we got over there.

Got a little bit more experienced and seaddn

On our way up to the place where our lihdeployment there, where | kept
asking the Marines, “Where’s the front? How fathe front?”—I mean, the
MPs—and they’d say, “You'll find it pretty damn qi” (laughs)

What was going through your mind when yat g#te North Korean officer?

| was amazed, sort of, and | did feel sbd sense of accomplishment, really.
| didn’t feel bad, | mean, or anything like that,get buck fever or anything.

In fact, | managed to get a couple more right dftat. They'd formed a
machine gun nest, and | could see right where ttheyfour guys ran out of
there, carrying a machine gun, and they foundla Emplacement a little
down the hill, and they set up that machine gungotdff a couple bursts.
Heck, | knew right where they were, and they didmdw where | was. So

|—

So you were in a prone position.

Yeah.

In a foxhole, or...?

No, no, no. We didn’t dig in. We were fimg we were going to move quick.

How far away were they?
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That first Korean | took down must haver&00 yards. He was way out
there. But these guys—

That’s pretty much at the limit of what—Dbknthey can fire a lot farther
than that, but at 500 yards, the target looks ypadmn small.

Like I told him, I got him pretty well fatown into the clip. (laughs) I didn’t
really think 1 was going to hit him, but he wenth@a, and he did a real
classic leapover and came down.

So you were sure that you hit him?

Oh, yeah, | was positive. | mean, | sawtwieadid. Then, like | say, those
guys that set up the machine gun—the four of thes geent in that durn
thing, and | knew right where they were—I was pogrihe lead in there.
They were about 350 yards off. They fired a codguiests, but then two of
them ran out—only two—so | figured the other twlap@hs) | kept in there,
got rid of.

What was the rifle that you were using?

M1. M1 Garand.

The standard World War 1l version.

Oh, yeah.

I don’t know about it. How many rounds iclip?

Eight. Eight, and then that clip would @iyt of there—ping!

But you're pulling off the trigger for eacdund. It's not semiautomatic.

Well, it is semiautomatic, yeah. That'slpheé trigger for each round. But not
full automatic, unless you were silly enough toope of the guys that tried
filing the sear [device that holds the hammer bacld then they gburrup!
(laughs)

Fire all your rounds at once.
Right, eight rounds shot. (laughs) Forbat.t

What did it take to earn a CIB, then, beeyas mentioned this was where
you earned your CIB? [Combat Infantry Badge]

Well, we were in infantry combat. What we there, | mean, that was
enough to earn the CIB right there.

So everybody in the squad got the CIB.
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Yeah, everybody in the company, | guesg. ddmpany went into infantry
combat, and they all got it. | don’t know what abthat guy—well, one guy
was wounded and gone, and the other guy, he judta‘t know, he got all
shook up, and they had to lead him away. They tomkaway. Man. (laughs)
| couldn’t believe that.

Everything you told me about beforehand—asn@ntioned before—you
were gung-ho, and you wanted to see how you wargdo be able to
perform in combat.

Yeah. Oh yeah.
Do you think you passed the test, then?

Yeah, I think | did. | thought | did pretivell, really. In fact, later on, | know
one of the guys—well, I'll show you his picturetimere if we have time to go
through that—Rheinboldt, his name was, our maikelel hate to say it, with
being recorded, but (laughs)—well, I'll just use thord ‘this.” He came to
me and he says, “Goulet, you eat this stuff up,tdmu?” | says, “Well, it's
not as bad as all that.” And he says, “Aw, maratijhs) He went away, just
disgusted with me for not hating it like they ditell, | got so scared
sometimes that my knees would knock together. Myrdeeeth... It's
amazing how your teeth can chatter when you'reest;did go like that
because | was afraid they’d hear them. You knoey thiere coming up in the
dark, ready to spring the attack on you. You knleaytwere there, and you
knew they were coming, but you couldn’t fire andegaway your position.
(laughs) Man, you can get so scared that—like ] bdyut the heel of my
hand up under my jaw to keep my teeth from chaterid be afraid they’'d
hear those son-of-a-bucks clicking.

But never so scared that you weren’t abpetfiorm when it came time to
perform?

No, that's right. | always stayed there didlwhat | needed to do.

Well, let's go back to this operation aro@s#n then again. You told me a
couple days ago about this one incident where gausome T-34 tanks
moving toward you.

Oh, yeah. My gosh, after the main firingtptney had pretty much retreated
from that hill. Their tanks were still there, afmttanks decided they had to
get out of there some way.

So this is a continuation of the same agtion

Yeah, uh-huh. And our tanks were there.Hak a whole—oh gosh. | don’t
know whether it was a whole tank company—nbut thaeydked out about five
of them, | know. The North Korean tanks knockedatuut five of ours,
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because ours were coming in after them and exp@&ssg.you could tell the
veterans in those tanks, though. They did stuéf bke tank pulling up over a
hill and firing from hull defilade up there. Thelytome up, and it'd fire, and
back off over that hill before any return fire coglet it. You knew they were
veterans.

This is one of the North Korean tanks?

Oh, no, that was one of ours—one of ouri®hes. You knew there was a
veteran in that tank. Then | remember this one dogg-finally they had
knocked all the North Korean tanks out—and theF&airce was dropping

stuff in there too, by then. Man, that was thet firme | was anywhere close to
the concussion of an Air Force bomb going off, #rat is impressive, I'll tell
you. (laughs) Man, I didn’t realize the power ahd toncussion. You feel
that.

Was it American tank rounds that were krmmaghiut these T-34s?
Yeah, yeah.
Because | think the T-34s probably had terBans outgunned, didn’t they?

Yeah, they did, but the Shermans couldcpignem. They had 76s. The
Shermans with the 75s might not have done thatheubnes with the 76s
could. | remember they were down to one doggonle ianame out from
behind this hill, it surprised an American tankmsog down the road, and
they both fired. The American, it looked like hisel burst alongside the
turret of the North Korean tank, and the North Koréank knocked him
out—nhit him dead center. Then the North Korean tegpht going. It came out
from behind this hill, and there was a little valtbere; there were two
American tanks, a Sherman and an M26 Pershinggittithere, and they
both saw him at once as another tank coming arthadoad saw him, and all
three fired on that son-of-a-gun. They knocked burtiright away, but didn’t
kill everyone in him. But their T-34 had a singlett¢h that they’d come
through, and boy, they both tried to get out thag batch. (laughs) Two guys
wouldn’t fit through that.

Orthe turret itself, | would think.

[Right on the front plate between the driaed the assistant.] Yeah, the tank
was burning, see, and they wanted out, man. Thegnitesaying, “You go
first.” (laughter) They both were trying to get pahd oh, man, they held each
other back in. The one guy finally got out, and dlleer seemed to collapse
back inside, and the tankkaboom

And you're close enough to watch all this.
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Oh, yeah. It’'s like bleachers. I'm sittiag this hill, man, almost like they had
a rooting section there. You know, just like watgha football game, sort of.
They weren’t bothering with us; they were just ganrg on with what they
were doing.

My guess is, and maybe this is a wrong gstsom but you know, you've got
two forces. The 7th is driving south, the 1st Gamoving north, and the
whole purpose of this thing, of course, is to lingkand seal them all in; so
these North Koreans were probably desperatelygriorget up north again.

It might have been. Yeah, that may wellehbgen, because they had all those
tanks there in that one place.

How long after this incident that you've éaking about, then, did you
have this patrol where you actually did participatéhe link-up?

Where what? Oh.
Was that a couple days later?

Just yeah, about two days. We sent one diogne, yeah, and met those son-
of-a-guns.

Well, talk about that, because that’s pattiediscussion.

It was really just nothing to talk. It w@ast going along in the dark and
wondering if the people leading you knew wherehbek they were going.

How far back in this patrol were you?
Oh, I was about fifth or sixth man back.
Was your platoon at the point of this movgfhe

Well, this was just a recon patrol to fmat if they're there. Yeah, and we did
find them. We met them in the dark, and there vildsrads of slapping on the
back and stuff like that. It was good. | can’t inreghow they found each
other in the dark, frankly.

Now, if | got my timeline right, this woub@ September twenty-sixth, or at
least that’'s when Army historians say that theClast and the 7th ID [Infantry
Division] made contact.

It was the 1st Cav, huh?

Yeah, it was the 1st Cav.
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Okay. That's what | told you the other danpd then | thought about it—could
that be right?—because they were usually on thieceast of the perimeter. |
was wondering if | was right in saying that, butveis them. Okay, good.

That was their mission.

(laughs) Okay. Like | say, that was nothigg, though. It was just a matter
of meeting them, saying, “Okay, yeah, here we ard everybody went
home again.

But you guys knew on that patrol that thes e mission, to link up with
the—

Oh, yeah, to find them. Right.

What happened after that link-up? Did theget redeployed elsewhere,
or...?

No, for a while, they tried to build a litieere that was going to trap all of the
North Koreans in the south. We were in that lineaoout one or two days—a
couple days, | think—and then evidently it just wasvorking, and we

started busting up and going other places.

Do you recall where you went after that?
No.
Did you go north?

No, we’d already been up to Suwon. Yeahywert to Suwon on the way
down to Osan, | guess.

The only reason I'm asking is, there wehem¢lements of the 7th Division
that were among the first troops to cross the Batiallel, which of course
would have been well north of Seoul, even.

Well, they moved up way to the right ob8k We didn’'t go through Seoul,
going up there.

Okay, so you did move farther north, théer ¢his?
Yeah, went to the north after that. Right.

Doesn’t sound like you were up there veng lbefore the whole X [Tenth]
Corps was moved south again. Was that right?

Yeah, they put us on a doggone convoy aokl tis clear back to Pusan, for
gosh sakes. Oh, man, that was—
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On the same road, | would guess, that th@ahsfought their way up.

Yeah, we killed our first gook—not goolsHouldn’t say the word. That'’s
right up—

That'’s all right, Bernie. This is your stamgt mine.

(laughs) We killed our first North KoreanSuwon when we were there. |
told you about those four tanks that tried to cdimeugh. There was some
infantry infiltrating through there, and we hadad World War Il veteran
named Rossi, who was sleeping in his shallow litdénole there, and one of
the infiltrators came right up over his foxhole.92oslept with his .45 right
there, and he wepioom!, and blew the top of that sucker’s head off there.
(laughs) That was our first one. He was an old Waviar 1l vet. Oh, God, he
was a little alcoholic. (laughs)

But without some of these World War |l vater, where would you have
been?

We’'d have been in trouble, really. My gasiagine our squad trying to go on
that attack without Sergeant McGuire. My gosh, weade been in bad hurt.

On this move back south to Pusan, were ybarptrucks?

Yeah, you were put on trucks and convoyedrdack to Pusan and put on a
troop ship, thev.M. Patrick and—

Did you know what was going on? Did you knawere you were going?

No. Rumors got to us what it was. | wigtatl my—those pictures don't
include being down at—

Pusan?

Oh, those are just surrender leaflets, aigapda, and that guy’s medal there.
Some of them are sort of interesting. | might givese to that museum when
it opens.

Well, we can scan some of these thingsubedahink this is wonderful
material. But anyway, let’s get back to going dawrPusan. You didn’t know
what was going to happen to you when you got ddwenet?

Not really. We didn’t know what the purpageour move to Pusan was. But
we’d been, like | say, moving so rapidly ever simeegot to Korea, usually,
that we didn’t think much of it; just one more mo®Bait it kept going on and
on and on until we were finally down there. Theeytiput us on th&l.M.
Patrick, and we got the idea pretty quick. There was trefoas friction
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between the ROKs and the Gls on that ship, thotigay threw a few of them
overboard there.

DePue: Threw a few of the ROKs overboard?

Goulet: Yeah, I'm afraid so.

DePue: What was going on?

Goulet: Well, Gls are—like | said—a lot of thege peacetime army guys. They were

not the most educated or trained or anything, fGadmebody really bothered
them, why, they’'d take action. These guys, theyl@/sort of get in their way,
and they’'d take up the last seats in the movieténeghen they were... You
know, “You don’t understand what's going on in thevie anyhow.” But
they wanted to take their turn seeing the moviaynadly.

DePue: | just can’t imagine what it was like ingbesquads and platoons when half
the troops are Americans, half are Koreans, andadpban understand each
other.

Goulet: Yeah, | know it. (laughs) Like | say, yoevelop a pidgin English that sort of
works. “You hubba-hubba, go get chop-chop”—stWéélthat.

DePue: Did you learn any Korean, or was it moréedi&

Goulet: Oh yeah, | learned some Korean, you knbyou wanted water, it wasul.

If it was a Japanese speaker, it Wwasu

DePue: How did you get along with Joong?

Goulet: With who?

DePue: Joong.

Goulet: Oh, Joong? Joong and | got along prettylggoentually, he went
somewhere, and | teamed up with Sim Gin-Sup, thetigat had been with
Rothrock.

DePue: What was that name?

Goulet: Sim Gin-Sup. S-i-m, and then G-i-n and am @ And we became very fast

friends there.

DePue: To me, in these kinds of relationshipsgeiytou figure things out and you
form a fast friendship, or it's nothing but catagtne and disaster if you don't.

Goulet: Oh, yeah. Yeah, right. Oh, Sim Gin-Sup amee’d have long conversations
going on into the night, you know.
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DePue: So he knew enough English to be able ttoghat point?

Goulet: Yeah, he had his little book that he’d reatiof, and he was getting fairly
decent at English. We could at least converseyatidour pidgin language,
too.

DePue: Were you on board ship, then, before yowhkseere you were headed?

Goulet: Yeah, yeah. And they told us that we werading for North Korea and that

the 7th Division, having had the experience of mglkan amphibious landing
at Inchon, was going (laughter) was going to go enatke in North Korea. So
| guess as far as MacArthur is concerned, righthaeg made an amphibious
landing at Inchon there and it worked, so whattibek. I'm sure it was lwon.

DePue: It was lwon where the 7th ID [Infantry Diwis] landed. Here’s what |
learned in getting ready for this and talking wythu. | had thought that
everybody went in Wonson. Now Wonson is north ef 38th parallel by
quite a bit, but it's well south of—

Goulet: Oh, yeah, it's way down.

DePue: —Hamhung and Hungnam, which is the induistrea.

Goulet: Now, that's where we came out.

DePue: That's where you came out. But then mudhdéumorth—and from what |

read—it's something like 178, 172 road miles nartithat where lwon was.
Goulet: Right.

DePue: You weren’t the first ones there? Had thelSKorean Army already gotten
there when you landed?

Goulet: Well, it wasn't a fighting landing. It w@sst going in and going down the nets
into the landing craft and going on in.

DePue: Did you have any idea where in North Kor@aawere?

Goulet: We knew we were way up, but we didn’t kn@gaughs) how much. They

didn’t tell you anything. You didn’t need to knowat. Oh, | was the squeaky
wheel in the damn squad. We’d go out, and thewd ‘$oll up; we’re

moving out.” So we’d get all our stuff and get twe road, and I'd say,
“Where are we going?” And the sergeants—"You’'ll ktnwhen we get
there,” they'd say. McGuire never did that, but somther sergeant would tell
you that. But McGuire was usually somewhere elgey€ah, he moved up to
the platoon, that’s it—platoon sergeant for a while

DePue: Maybe they didn’t know much more than yal di

36



Bernie Goulet Interview # VRK-A-L-2009-001.01

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:
Goulet:
DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

Well, that might be. | don’t know. | wond®&ut they wouldn’t tell you. We’'d
say, “Are we attacking? Are we retreating? Whatvaeeedoing?” And they’d
say, “You don’t need to know. Just wait, and yofifid out.” And imagine
that: not knowing whether you're attacking or ratneg! That's pretty
demoralizing.

Well, again, if | get my dates right, it Wbbave been October 26th or
somewhere around there that the Marines landedoaisdh, and you guys
apparently landed up at lwon on Octobef Zbhis is about the same time that
the Chinese were first coming in, and there wasesmkling that there was
something going on. Was it before the major offee3i

Yeah, but it was very light Chinese contatil the big November 27th.
Man...

So were you even aware of any of this goinghat the Chinese possibly
were coming in or there had been some sightingzhaiese?

Yeah, | was aware of that. We were getimerested in finding out how
quick we’d be going home, if we could make it byriGtmas, you know, stuff
like that. (laughs)

Well, that gets to the other point. Oct@$¢h, so you're in North Korea at
the beginning of November. It's getting cold, isi%

Oh, itis. Yes, indeed. And you’re hopihgy're going to issue a nice pile cap
and a nice, lined parka, but it didn’t happen.

Maybe some good boots.
Yes. Well, we had those—what do they ¢albe?—shoe packs.
Tell us what a shoe pack is.

Well, it was a waterproof boot that had fewrs of felt insoles that if you
were smart, you kept constantly changing, becatrsrwise, when you
stopped moving, you would get frostbite from theglam moisture that got
into those felt insoles. Oh, boy, some of us snddllee—oh, terrible—
because we’d have those felt insoles up in our asmapd everywhere else
where they could dry out, you know. Anybody who wasart kept socks and
insoles inside their layers of clothing; we hadviear layers, because we
didn’t have the right clothing. We didn’t have tiveed stuff. Well, the cap |
wore was like the regular field cap with the eap8l. Thank gosh | had that.

But not an insulated cap.

No, no, it wasn’t an insulated cap atiallyas a regular field cap.
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Do you know what the mission of the 7th wase they landed at lwon? Was
it basically to move north?

Yeah, move north to the Yalu River; they the 17th on the Yalu River. The
17th Regiment was there, and the 32nd made coniticit; then they were
told to move down to the reservoir.

Both the 17th and the 32nd are regimentsmiihe 7th ID?

Yeah. Right, right. And well, the peopldla reservoir were the 1st of the
Thirty-second and the—the 3rd of the 31st.

To put all this in context, as | understamd] you can certainly correct me if
I’'m wrong: you have, | think, the ROK Capital dilagas up there, and there’s
another ROK division in your neighborhood. The Br&. Division came in
later on and | think went into Wonson, but that \aéier the 1st Marines were
there.

Yeah, they went up the coast pretty muoH,they were our right flank.
The 3rd Division?

The 3rd was.

But the Marines were farther inland, werthey?

Oh, yeah, they were to our left, our l&hKk.

This is a huge amount of territory, so theaebig gap in the line, it sounds
like.

Oh, yeah. There was a big gap between <and Eighth Army, which was
not good.

And that, essentially, is the ultimate peabivhen the Chinese come in late
November?

Yeah. As | understand, they had two ROKsilms were in there, and oh,
man, they just went right through them.

Yeah, those were the right flank of the Eigkrmy.

Yeah. Oh, man, | heard those guys whenerg going up there, too. Man,
they sounded so—boy could they sing. You oughtatcerheard those ROK
regiments while they were marching up the roadgtitnMan, they sing these
ROK songs. Oh, | wish I'd had a tape recorder.dsweally impressive, and it
was haunting.
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DePue: When the Chinese invasion hit, do you reneerfitst hearing about that,
when the big push happened? Because this woulddereright after
Thanksgiving.

Goulet: Oh, they just had a few Chinese at finstl hey discounted that. They said,

“Oh, it was only recon units.” Then when the T&skce MacLean—well, |
should put a slash there, MacLean/Faith—becauseniéd into Task Force
Faith after MacLean was captured and killed—whey there... (laughs) |

lost my train.

DePue: Well, let me go back and ask you again. Wiatyour thought, personally,
hearing that the Chinese were in this—and you’rg wain northern North
Korea.

Goulet: | just sort of discounted it. | didn’t thkift would be that heavy. Though | had

a little trepidation there, was slightly worriedhbught, Boy, we’re right near
Manchuria. A lot of them could come down. Wellpadf them did come
down. (laughs)

DePue: Would you say you didn’'t have a whole lotespect early on for the Chinese
troops?
Goulet: No, I didn’t. I didn’t really think they wadd be that much of a hindrance to

us, but you'd think of it. Why, these people haeet fighting since World
War Il, a lot of them. They were hardened veterans.

DePue: They've been fighting since the early ‘30s.

Goulet: Yeah, they were hardened veterans, (Igugitsyou don't think of that.
DePue: When was it that you knew that the Amerivegi® in serious trouble, then?
Goulet: [General] AlImond, the X Corps commander—dideem to know that until

the Chinese attack was well underway a day aftecaBse they attacked us
on, | think, the 26th, when we were supposed tqjwii and attack,
ourselves, on the 27th. That was going to be ¢ st the drive up to the
Yalu River. But by that time, we’d already been endttack for a day.
Almond helicoptered in there and told them, “Thasejust the remnants of
retreating Chinese divisions.”

DePue: “Helicoptered in there"—“there” being—"?
Goulet: At the reservoir.
DePue: —the Chosin Reservoir.
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He had the nerve to tell Colonel Faith thate are just the remnants of
Chinese divisions retreating back up to Manchdrieey said, “Don’t let a
bunch of Chinese laundrymen stop you.”

Well, let’s put some things into perspechigee. Again, tell me when I'm
getting stuff wrong, but this is how | understarmthings developed. By
this time—this is about 27, 28, 29, into 30 Novembgou have elements of
the First Marine Division stretched out along thestern side of the Chosin
Reservoir, which is a big body of water, from whanderstand.

Yeah, quite a bit.

And a couple infantry battalions or remnahis couple infantry regiments
from the 7th Infantry Division are on the east sifi¢he reservoir. You
mentioned them already: the First of the 32nd—

32nd and the 3rd of the 31st. Right. Areytivere expecting the 2nd of the
31st.

You were in the 1st of the 31st. Where veas yegiment at that time?
Over—
Farther east?

To the east, yeah, right, in a blockingifias in case anything came down
this way.

So how far away do you think your battali@s from the reservoir?

Well, it wasn't too far, because when weevgp on a hill, we could see the
reservoir from there.

Oh, so you're only miles away.

Well, I mean, it was way over there, bis thas the highest peak around, and
they put us up on top of it as observation. Butftbere, the reservoir looked
like something about that long.

You're measuring an inch or so in term$iefaye.
Yeah, was the way we can see it. Yeah.

And did you get there when the heat of #iebwas going on at the Chosin
Reservoir?

Did we get there then?

Or were you there at the time that the Gletre
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Oh, we were still up in that blocking pasit But then, when the real heat of
the battle started and we were getting clobbelexy;, got the order—I think
they finally put out the order on the twenty-eightthat we should abort the
attack and start falling back to Hagaru.

Hagaru is at the base of the reservoir| Bndw what the Chinese were
trying to do. This was an entire Chinese army thiat’attack here. They were
trying to get to Hagaru-ri before you guys did;tth@uld seal the fate for
both the Marines and the 7th Division.

Yeah, that's right.

How much action was your particular battaefiotually seeing during all of
this?

Actually, a matter of maneuver. Maneuvenfrhere to there to checkmate
someone else. Somewhere in my mind, | can remebddeg on a train, but
this is so damn long ago... (laughs)

Would that have been after you had gottéwda, and maybe the initial
deployment farther north?

| was wondering that. It seems to me soneeg/hlong there, (laughs) they
had a damn train, because the 1st—

You mentioned the 17th Regiment?

Yeah, that was up on the river, the Yalu.

They were way far east of where Chosin Resexas.

Yeah, that's the trouble, see. We couldslit on them for any support.
So they were pretty much out of the picture.

They were completely out of it, yeah.

And so was the ROK Division—ROK Capital Bign?

Yeah, | guess they were too far over theue.those were two ROK divisions
with a hinge. Well, that's where all these peo@ee through, | guess.

Well, there were ROK divisions on both thstern flank and the western
flank.

Yeah, but they were between Eighth Army Ardorps, too. They were the
hinge, and they broke.
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You mentioned Task Force Faith a couplesti@an you just kind of run
through quickly what that was?

Task Force Faith? Yeah. It was Task FdtaeLean, but MacLean was still
expecting to have to go on the attack the mornfrtge27th, | think it was.
He was vitally expecting the 2nd of the 31st to endlup there. They were
expecting them to arrive. The 2nd of the 31st wagyed with transportation
problems and all, and they could not get up there.

“Up there” being on the eastern flank—

But MacLean thought they were there—he giotne saw them coming—and
he saw the fire being opened by the 3rd of the 8d¢hem. He thought sure
that was our people, and so he ran out there tm tsyop it, to stop the firing.
He said, “No, these are our people,” and he wasngavs hand. Hell, they
were the Chinese column coming up. They (laughsheg fire on him. He
went down four times, and he got up and kept tryamgl finally, one of the
Chinese came out and dragged him in. MacLean veasdimmander of the
task force, the regimental commander. He died fiays later after being
captured, from what | understand, and that’s wikaith took over. Thank
God he did, because if he hadn’t, he wouldn’t hgotethem clear down to
Hudong. That's where the Task Force Faith finalgsdlved, fell apart; it
ceased being.

They were basically overrun by Chinese?

Yeah, at that time they were stopped bydbkeroadblock; they couldn’t get
through it. One of the trucks was knocked down thoravine there. He had
600 wounded by that time that he was transporting.

I've read harrowing stories about these#rimaded with wounded being
gradually overrun by Chinese troops. Of coursekm@v what happens after
that.

That'’s right. When they came up against thadblock there, the third truck
in line hit the second truck, knocked it down ithat thing. The guys were
hollering and screaming.

Does this mean that your regiment then bad pulled out of that blocking
position and they were farther south at this timeying down the road? Your
battalion?

Yeah, my battalion was, right. My battalized actually been—not just my
company—minus B company. B company had been semthmre, and—
what was it? It was a convoy from—yeah, there’s Hegk Valley—from
Koto-ri to Hagaru-ri. And this was thoroughly faf Chinese. Out of the 900
men that started from Koto-ri to Hagaru, only 30&d® it. The British
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commando unit was almost wiped out, and B Compagg~wnine men
survived.

Wow. In other words, they were fighting fr&mto-ri north to Hagaru-ri, so
to reestablish the line where the rest of the Acaars could infiltrate back
through the lines.

Yeah, “Chesty” Puller [legendary Marinegiiha Colonel] was conducting the
offense down here at Koto-ri; he was given the otdesend people up to
Hagaru, but he was so thoroughly engaged, he cousloare any of his own
regiment. But just then, in came the British comdemand B Company, so
he put them all together and—

Was your particular battalion already saofitioto-ri when all of that was
going on?

No, I think we were still pretty much near blocking position. We had
pulled back in line with the order of the 28th ieethgage and pull back, so
we were withdrawing. | remember running one lastgdaip there. Boy.
Anyway, we got back, and it was just a matter ohensver. We were not
engaged, actually.

So during all of this horrendous action, gever actually fired your weapon?

No, no. No, | didn’t fire my weapon durittgs thing. Like | say, not even on
the march out from Koto-ri. The Marines took ovee fighting of the
ambushes in the hills and stuff like that. A lotlodse ambushes weren'’t as
bad as they could have been anyhow, because tipdepeanning them were
frozen. The Chinese were frozen on their weaponsd, @ell, you can
imagine, running over those hills. They didn’t halrg inserts to put in their
little canvas sneakers.

I’m going to speculate here; you tell mgoifi think I'm off base. Your
battalion, the 1st Battalion, sounds like it wasirety green. The first
experience they had in anything: they learned ohetinfantrymen after
they landed at Inchon. There were other battalibaswere apparently a little
bit more seasoned or had more cohesion—

That's what it seemed.
—and maybe those were the ones that gdt isttice worst of the action.

| wonder. Like | say, it was the 3rd of Bikst that was up here. You ought to
have seen that. That was pathetic. Nobody knewwad®going to come out
that road. We came out on that road with the Maroh@wn to the sea, of
course; we got there, and you ought to have seesdtup in Hamhung down
there. They had all of our regimental mess temtsedlup in a big, long line;
they're blazing with light and heat and good smdilg nobody knew who

43



Bernie Goulet Interview # VRK-A-L-2009-001.01

DePue:
Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:
DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

was going to come to those tents. B Company’s vgas$ next to A. There
was A Company that | was going to, and they hacdkalmeady for us. There
was B Company; they had everything going, too,nmltody came.

What were the emotions like then?
Oh, you ought to have seen those cooksy Were—

What were your emotions, knowing that theeAcans had gotten so
thoroughly whipped, and that so many people whoprobably had had a
chance to meet...?

Yeah, that really tore at me. | mean, gpéie emotions of those cooks at that
B Company tent. They said, “My God, if those gugsld just make it, we'd
fix them anything they’'d want.”

They didn’t know what had happened to tlikem?

No, not for sure. Nobody knew who was gdmgome down that road.
That’'s why all those tents were there and all readserve their meals, you
know. Nobody knew who was going to make it, butatsn't B Company, and
it wasn’t the 3rd Battalion. The 3rd Battalion’site were pretty much unused,
too.

You mentioned—I always have a hard timengethe names of these towns
straight in my own mind—Hamhung was the industrigt that was adjacent
to Hungnam, which was the port city, right?

Right.
Did the 7th then have to put a perimetearapnd these two locations?

Yeah, it was clear out around Hamhungrsat.flfhen as we consolidated, and
the troops came in, and they started evacuatieg, gblled the perimeter in so
it was just around Hungnam.

In any of that timeframe, did you see soomebat action?

Yeah, we saw some action, but we had sdrattdlery fire that we didn’t
have any hand-to-hand combat because it brokebetgre it would get to us.
We had the battleshidissourifiring on one day.

Did it make sense to you that, why you weeeeuating if you were holding
your own against them?

Well, that's what we thought. We had sudtrang concentration in that town
of Hungnam that | know we could have fought theffrpoéctically
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indefinitely. But is that the way you want to fightvar, to hold that one
town? | don’t know. Sort of like an Anzio in a way.

Well, MacArthur had made a decision longteethat, at the beginning of the
retreat, that they were going to evacuate.

Yeah, MacArthur didn't like changing hisndi He wanted to go all the way
to North Korea at first, and they wanted him towgea line along the narrow
waist of Korea. He wouldn’t buy that. He was, bbgrd to change once he
had developed a course of action.

How would you describe your morale and tbeate of the other guys you
were with at this time?

Well, I'd say it was a little low becaudktie fact that it was cold, damn it,
and we didn’t have the equipment. If | could haae kA pile cap, my morale
would have gone up ten points right then. (laughg)uld have thought that
was really great.

Did you feel like you'd been defeated?

My battalion didn’t particularly, but theweas a feeling hanging over us like
we’d been clobbered, and yet, we hadn't fired dfles, like | say—my
company hadn’t—so it was an odd feeling. We hadatdn feeling and yet a
frustrated feeling that we hadn’t done a damn thanlgelp, you know.
(laughs)

So the guys pretty much felt: We're readyetbinto this thing?

Yeah, right. Yeah, some of them were. lilsanted to shoot at some
Chinese. (laughs)

You'd had the experience with North Koreaosy it's the Chinese turn.
Yeah, right. Exactly.
How about all the South Koreans that wetle yau?

They were tickled to death that we werdiggthe hell out of there, frankly.
(laughs)

Were they?

Oh, yeah. They wanted to get back to SKottea. And oh my God, you

should have seen the people getting back. They metord, | understand—I
can't think of the name of that cargo ship—but paght to have seen that
cargo ship. People were hanging on the lines; Weg just a solid mass on
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the decks. [Noted later: [Oh yes, it was lheredith Victorya WWII victory
ship. 14,000 people got on that ship.]

This is Korean civilians who are trying & gut.

Yeah. Oh, those poor devils. Boy, they didant any more part of that
communist paradise. (laughter) They were in oneyttorget out of it. There
were no sanitary facilities, anything like that.ejfsaid cleaning that ship
afterwards was just a hellish job.

What was your own unit’s evacuation like?

Well, we were pretty orderly, really, as & that. But remember, we hadn’t
so much as changed our underwear for three meembs,. (laughs)

Did you take your equipment out with you?
Oh, yeah.
Well, this is no small operation—

Not the 31st Artillery. The 57th Field Alery, most of their pieces were
captured at the reservoir, and a lot of the taBkst tanks, were lost there, too.
But we did bring out quite a few of our tanks. Thed been down there at
Hudong. They had been ordered to evacuate to Hudohgthat's a different
one. They'd been evacuated to Hudong, and thesoimie reason, just before
the dadgum Task Force Faith was going to get tmthieey were ordered to
evacuate to Hagaru, which they did.

“They” being...? Who was this, again, thaterevacuating?
This was a tank company and the 31st Hemtleps Company.
Each infantry regiment had one tank compartizat correct?

Yeah. So they evacuated down to Hagarut Wiha a bad time, because that
last roadblock was set up right at Hudong, andgheltat stopped Task Force
Faith—where it ended. So there was just a lacloafraunications, | guess.

Well, it's the confusion that you alwaysdavthese circumstances.
Oh, man. | guess that always happens.

I’'m curious how you got from shore ontoghg. LSTs [Landing Ship —
Tank] and a rope ladder?

Oh, an LST, as a matter of fact. We hadlitob the landing net. Instead of
(laughs) going down the landing net; we had to blimack up that son of a
buck. You couldn’t climb over the rail from the ing net—it was more than
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a guy could do—so there was two sailors on eachbatig path. Say there
was four paths of people climbing up the net; titebe eight sailors there,
and two would help each guy over the rail. Thoseisawere about getting
sick, because we, like | say, hadn’t changed odeomear in three months,
and guys were bandaged. They had knots on the hedd$ings like that,
you know. Man, (laughs) those sailors—"My God, ylsaid, “don’t you
guys ever wash?” (laughs) Oh, geez. We were cruatgually crusty—with
dirt.

Hadn't shaved for a while?

Yeah. (laughs) And everybody was armetthéadeeth—had grenades hanging
on them and stuff. The first thing they did wheaytlgot on the ship—you
wouldn’t believe it—they headed down to that PX &odght all the ice

cream on the ship that they could get. They botlghPX right out of ice
cream.

Ice cream?
Yeah, everybody wanted ice cream.
This is in the middle of December.

I know. (laughs) Well, that's Gls for yolihey bought all the damn ice cream
the ship would sell them, then they came backAndl “What do we need all
these grenades for?” You know, taking them andhtayhem on the deck.
When it took off and that ship would roll, aboutDlgrenades would come
rolling down that dadgum deck. (laughter) So tluat ef discouraged the
sailors. Then somebody left one on a ladder in eehithe runs, and
somebody busted his tail on that; then we had targand and police up all
the grenades and stuff like that. | got on thap-shinyself, personally—atfter |
got on that deck, | followed the guys and startedminto the hold. | got a
sniff of that hold and a look down there, and @ked like something out of
Dante’sInferna. | came right back out of there, man, and heagefduthe
guarterdeck on the ship—and no Gls up there—thatoffacers’ country.
(laughs)

So | went up there—and | wasn’t an officer by argams at that
time—but all the officers—and | figured they woudd—were all busy on the
ship doing their different duties. So | went intoecof the wardrooms, and oh,
man, he had a shower and everything there. ThatigasSo | dumped my
cruddy stuff on the damn floor and got in that showlaughter) Oh, that was
great. Nobody else seemed to think of that—justlimein there just
enjoying my solitary, personal shower in there.mheame back out of the
shower, and I'm feeling great. | found a towel anied off, and then | looked
at those clothes on the floor, and oh, you knoeréts those rotten (laughs)
things. | didn’t want to put them back on. So | thite off a layer of
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underwear and took them back and scrubbed theandfivrung them out as
good as | could and put them on—I knew they’d duger the other clothes—
then | put my other clothes back. There were sé\a&yars of them, a few
layers; the cruddiest, I left right in the middletlois wardroom floor.
(laughter) Maybe he kept them for souvenirs. (laygbh, man. But then |
went out, and | didn’t go back down into the shipitched my bedroll up on
the wardroom deck. You know, there’s a little degkthere, and | laid up
there against that rail. And oh, thank gosh | dide battleshigMissouriwas
laying off there—must have been about 1,000 yafdsam us—and |
watched that sucker shoot all night, you know. Ry, that was—

16 inch guns, huh? Or were they 18?

Yeah, 16 inchers, you know. Oh, that wasetbing to see. You could see
those shells after they—you could see the fiergetrdike from it. Boy, that
was really something to watcWhoom!

How long after the time you boarded the bkipre the ship actually left the
harbor and headed south?

Not long.
It was the same day, you think?

Because this was putting military on th&imey put them on pretty quick and
efficient. | think we left the next day. But oh, myknow we passed—I saw
that cargo ship. | never will forget that—those jplecon that damn thing. Up
in the rigging, everywhere. My God. And | understainat—

This was a different ship you were lookigren?

Oh, yeah. It was a cargo ship over thesedh the Korean civilians had been
getting on. They say that that thing set a recloatis never been surpassed. |
wish | had kept that—I had that thing not long agscribing that. And oh,
man, described the voyage, actually, which wasyealmething. But it set a
record that’s never been surpassed for people ersloip. (laughs)

Did your ship then head back to Pusan, wjarelisembarked?

Yeah, it went back to Pusan, and they pudrua train and took us up, | think
it was around Taegu. We got off there, and they@hod us out into an area
and start reforming the division, because the gimisvas practically not
combat-worthy at that time.

So there were battalions like yours thaewéH in very good shape, and
there were battalions that had been absolutelyhtseid.
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Yeah, the 2nd of the 31st was in good shBpey hadn’t lost anybody, |
guess. They were trying to get to the reservoimthele time, and they were
depending on them, but they never made it. Thefltste 31st had only lost
the one company, and some couple companies with samabers of
casualties.

How about the 17th? How did they fare? Bsz#oey were in a completely
different area.

Yeah, | don’t think they lost hardly anylyod@hey were ready to go.

I know they saw some action when they gabube Yalu River, because
wasn’t that where the Task Force Kingston storeaae from?

Yeah, | haven't even mentioned little actidike that. It's where you're fired
on by a few people, and you go out and brush theayaYeah, | understand
the 17th did see some stuff like that, and onle Iittoderate action, but no real
battles. So they came back in good shape. Oh, thainwas quite a thing,
though, our rebuilding back there. We lost all ¢ffilecers of our company
except one. Back in South Korea—I wish | could fandescription of it—

they got a new regimental commander in to replaaelldan, and they had a
little to-do for him. They went down there, andtbe way back, our company
commander, who was a real alcoholic son-of- a-backpunced—and he was
really in his cups—that’s why they were coming hdmkcause they asked
them to take him out of there. So he announced d&@, and he got about
two blocks, or a couple hundred yards up the readdrove it off the road. So
every officer we had was in the hospital. (laughsg¢ Jeep driver was smart
and was sitting on the rear tire, holding on t@apde of them.

So they weren't killed in action, but thesrevinjured in this accident.
Yes, right. Our company commander put tiethe hospital.

Well, | figured it would take us a long titoeget through what you had to
talk about. You have some wonderful material alydaere. We still have
quite a bit more time that you spent in Korea attés that we have to talk
about, so | think we’ll get to that in another ddyou don’t mind.

Okay.

I’'m going to finish with a couple more gexi€uestions here, just in terms of
your reflections about the senior leadership. Wiyereare, you hardly know
what’s going on from day to day. But | imagine ks and scuttlebutts just
sit around—especially on the way back to Pusam b#isng evacuated—
you’re reflecting on people like MacArthur [GeneBbuglas MacArthur] and
Almond and General Smith, who was commander oMhgnes, and Walker.
What was your impression of those folks?
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Well, see, the trouble with that is we didkmow much about it. Everything |
knew about Smith, for instance, the Marine commandeund out later. |
had understood that he refused to attack, and leedythought that was
awful, but now | read he was smart. He knew hedmthttack into the face
of the Chinese army with what he had up there atlblhyy, and so he didn’t
do it. He was trying to save his own—and meanwliley were busy
attacking him—and he was supposed to set off aclkittFaith could have
actually moved out a day sooner to the south, tdwkagaru, if he hadn’t had
that order to be ready to attack. That was all gdgae know; it couldn’t
happen, but they never canceled his order. Alimadé derrible job.

Which sealed his fate.
Yeah, which sealed his fate—that extra day.

Did you have the impression at that timeAlrmond was doing a very poor
job? He was the corps commander.

He was the corps commander, right—X Cogeeroander. No, we didn’t
know that. It wasn't trickling down to us. Of coarghe people in the
company command were doing their best to seettidain’t trickle down to
us. (laughs) They wanted us to have some faith.

But how about the top guy? The guy who'ddhe of the military at that time
was General MacArthur, and he very much wantecetthb face as far as the
public relations was concerned. Did you have soi&wyon him at the time?
Did the rest of the troops?

We sort of had pretty great faith in hintta time, up through the Inchon
Landing and all. We thought that was a brilliamoke, and it was. It seemed
to have worked good. | really had great faith inddethur until | found out
that 8th Army had been attacked in force on thenty«ourth.

The 1st Cav had gotten beaten up a couplesvxefore that pretty severely.

Yes, that's what | mean. Well, yeah, tlogie company had been beat up bad
before that, but then that seemed to be a one#iodent. But they were
attacked in force on the twenty-fourth, and thednditell our people at the
reservoir that had happened. Almond came down aiaktisat it was just
remnants of retreating Chinese divisions. Yeah;tdeha few Chinese
laundrymen... | blame Almond and MacArthur for thieole fiasco.

At the time, when you heard that the Amesaaere re-crossing the 38th
parallel and going north, did you think that was tlght decision, or were you
just too busy to be worried about it?

Yeah, | wanted to get back at them. Yeabad glad they were going to do it.
| knew they’'d do it in a little more efficient faisim that time, and they did.
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Once Ridgway [General Matthew Ridgway] took it gwehy, it was a whole
different army. My God, that man knew how to fighivar.

And | think that's a good place to stopaose when Ridgway came in was
about the time you were being evacuated.

Yeah, mm-hmm. He took over for a while rtieter Van Fleet took it, but it
was Ridgway for a while—during the big comeback-rebuild 8th Army.

Yeah, it was Walton Walker—I'm looking at tiryeline here—died in a
Jeep accident on the twenty-third, so Ridgway wdalde come in right
around Christmastime.

Yeah, he did. That was great that he warettBoy, he rebuilt. He rebuilt the
morale; he rebuilt the abilities. He just took qweand you could see the
difference in the guys, the way they reacted togsi

Did you personally see him?
No, | didn’t see him personally.

So the word filtered down that Ridgway wesd, and we're making some
changes?

Yeah. You'd see pictures of him with hismggdes hanging on his pack strap
and stuff like that. Hey, you thought, this guy Wwsowhat he’s doing, and
he’s going to fight a war, by gosh. And boy, he.did

So by that time, after getting your buttkéd, you're ready for that kind of
leadership, huh?

Oh, I was anxious to get back at them.rted to get even.
Most of your buddies felt the same way?

A lot of them did, yeah. It was a changatfibthat went out. We weren’t
confused. While they had us back there at Taegy, wl were going out and
training and doing squad tactics and stuff like.tha

Was a lot of it brand new to you?

Oh, yeah, sure it was. | mean, we hadrttegao use it. We knew the
diamond formation, we knew a squad column, a famgthlike that, but they
were showing us a lot. And they gave us bayongtitigand stuff like that.

Who'’s “they” now? They had some new NCOs,?or

No, mostly they used World War 1l NCOs.
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New people to the unit?

Yeah, and people were coming down fromdikission headquarters with that
specifically in mind.

So after surviving one of the most harrownlgary disasters of American
military history, then you get your first real tnag.

(laughs) Yeah, right. Infantry training sye

Yeah, something’s wrong with that picturétighere? (laughter) Okay, let me
finish today with this. Do you remember Thanksggvainner?

Yes, | do, by gosh. | remember a real giioder.
That was right before everything went t@cra

Yeah, that was the last peaceful thinghgpe. We were in a little valley that
was sunlit and comparatively warm; we’d call itttha@he wind was shut off;
we had lots of sunshine. | bet the temperaturbahvalley was probably
twenty degrees higher than it was all around us gétea beautiful
Thanksgiving dinner, and everything was fine fatttflaughs)

Do you remember Christmas and Christmagdinn

Oh, Christmas, we were back in South Koreamember being in a squad
tent with my guys there. | got the doggone pacKem®a my brother, and it
was a coffee can. | opened it up, and it was futlapcorn. | said, "My God,
he was a World War 1l veteran, and he’s sendingaroan of popcorn?
(laughter) Oh, what the hell.” | started eating plopcorn, you know, and as
soon as | got down about an inch and a half, wigret was the top of the
bottle that was being cushioned by that popcormat Was a different...

Well, what was in the bottle?

Oh, yeah. That was something much strothger popcorn. (laughter) Oh,
boy, we took that out and passed it around thedsdinerybody would get
one bottle-top full at a time.

But you haven’t told me yet what it is.

Oh, it was bourbon. Good bourbon, by g@slughs) Yeah, we measured it
out one bottle-top at a time. Boy, they poured swatareful. Oh, they didn’t
waste a drop. (laughter) Oh, man.

But | got to think also that there was lohd different attitude among the
troops at that time.
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Goulet: Oh, yeah. Yeah, we were feeling pretty faght at that time. That bottle
really helped. (laughs) Just the idea of it, | khin

DePue: Well, that’s probably a pretty good placsttap for today, Bernie. This has
been great. You have some wonderful things we dadmut here, and some
pretty harrowing things, as well. | know some agtisn’'t necessarily easy for
you, so | appreciate that. We’'ll pick it up again.

Goulet: Okay. Yeah, the only part that really sgrshook me up was thinking of all
those cooks in the B Company tent and all.

DePue: Yeah, | can imagine that.

Goulet: That was bad. They wanted their guys toeconso bad.

DePue: Thanks, Bernie.

Goulet: Yeah, you're welcome.

(end of interview)

Interview with Bernie Goulet

# VRK-A-L-2009-001.02
Interview # 2: January 21, 2009
Interviewer: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educationahnd other non-commercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abrdnam Lincoln Presidential Library.
“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the CopyrightAct of 1976 must be followed. These
materials are not to be deposited in other repositées, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization fromthe Audio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785-7955

DePue: Today is Wednesday, the 21st of January. 209%ame is Mark DePue. I'm a
volunteer for the Abraham Lincoln Presidential laty. I'm here in the home of
Bernie Goulet, sitting at the dining room tableisTis part two of my interview
with Bernie. Good afternoon, Bernie.

Goulet: Good afternoon, Mark.
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Just to reorient everybody, the first timeesat down, you and | talked about your
experiences with the Seventh ID [Infantry Divisio@rowing up, joining the
Army—1949;, | believe.

Right.

By 1950, you're with X Corps, landed at mchvith the Seventh ID, suffered
through the Chosin Reservoir debacle and survikiatl At the end of the last
interview we had you just arriving back in Pusaat ®hen you and | first started to
chat today, you mentioned there was one other tiiaigyou remember that was
especially difficult and poignant at the Chosin &esir.

Up in the Hungnam-Hamhung area, yeah. Well's true. If | were asked to
describe what was the saddest thing | ever savwoned it would be my experience
in that area up there—Hungnam and Hamhung. Thendsgyril think, were in
charge of setting up this cemetery. | seem to relneentieir people being

back there, a lot of them, and there were Army fEea@rking on it too, | believe.
There was a pretty bustling little cemetery, beeahgsy were bringing a lot of
people back from the Chosin area—truckloads, aatéemof fact. They must have
been back at the tail of our column that came @émaghbecause these trucks kept
arriving for a while afterwards. | wonder if thegdthem waiting out there
somewhere. | don’t know.

But anyway, the trucks kept coming. They were stdokith dead people—
with dead Marines, Gls. They would turn in ther¢hatt Hamhung Cemetery; that
was such a sad little cemetery. They had a littleeAican flag there. There was
always sort of a breeze, and that flag was alwagsched out tight, waving there.
That made such an impression on me that | getivgpgtient when | see the flag
being insulted, today, even. And oh boy, the Maiweuld unload those trucks; |
mean, there were arms, legs sticking out in evegction from those doggone
things. The guys were frozen, | guess, or—suradyridpor had worn off by then. It
must have been freezing. They'd get up and tosa thewvn. (laughs) There’s not
much else they could do. They didn’'t have any lohd lift. So they’d toss them
down, then the matter of putting them in the bodyg bnd doing the correct
marking and use of the dog tags and that bit.

| understood that they put a dog tag between #th tbut | never was there to
see that, so | don’t know. But | know they did ggkmng very methodically and
carefully. They handled the guys as reverenthhay tould. But that wasn’t always
real lightly, because they had a lot to do, ang thidn’t know how long we were
going to be there or whether we were going to figdeoperate like that.

| think by that time, the evacuation ordst hlready occurred—
Very likely.

—so these burial parties had to know tleat twere burying people that were going
to stay exactly where they were.
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Oh, yeah. Yeah, there was no questionttiegtwere going to go on from there.
They had to go in the ground right there, in thdybbags. But like | say, they were
all marked, and they all had the cross or whatéweas they needed—or the star.

Did they have wooden stars of David and woaulosses?

| seem to remember that they had the esps®ah. | don’t know, how could they
have come up with that many that quick? That alwhgsnterest me, how (laughs)
did they have that surplus waiting. But they hashthand they were setting them
up in real good form. | went over there. | was ieted in the operation, and we
were just across the road, really. We really dithave a whole lot to do, because
the Chinese hadn’t come down enough for us toseiy kind of an offensive
operation. We really had the armament packed hdblieachhead. From what,
about four or five divisions, the stuff was in taer

So this particular cemetery was just a @nplles away from the actual location of
the harbor where you guys embarked..

Yeah, this was closer to the town of Hanghtlran it was the evacuation town,
Hungnam. Right.

Well, then shortly after this situation—

We weren't getting supplies real good at thme, though. | remember sending
South Koreans out to scout for stuff, and they’'thedback with a little rice, some
of these tiny potatoes that they had, and a [idleket of meat. We asked, “What
kind of meat, Sim Jin Sup?” And Sim Jin Sup satdh?” He didn’'t know what
“kind” meant. He looked puzzled, and we said, “Momo?” Sim Jin Sup said,
“No, no.” We said, “Oink, oink, oink, oink?” AndCh, no.” And we said, “Well,
what kind? What kind?” He says, “Oh, number one o¥yYwoof, woof.” (laughter)

| was waiting for that.

Yeah. (laughs) We hadn’t expected that.rBost of the Gls just turned around and
let it go. But when we got back into Hungnam, theg all the mess halls there. It
was all ready for us.

Any idea what ever happened to that centetery

No, no. | seem to remember a few years Hezatkthere was some kind of talk about
an agreement between North Korea and the U.Sthet would be an exchange of
bodies, but | don’t know if that ever went througihnot. I'd like to know that,
actually, because that was such a poignant plaae, Ml tell you, that tore me up
when they blewl'apsevery night over there at that cemetery. Damri,ilasg—

wow. It still does today, really, when | hekBaps

Well, let’s get you back into the Pusan,drveaause after everybody was evacuated
from Hungnam and Hamhung, that's where the X Cogsch includes the 7th ID,
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went. And apparently you spent a little bit of tithere reorganizing as well; that’s
about the time that we talked about last, when feahRidgway was making his
presence felt as well.

Yeah.
Anything else that really sticks in your chabout Ridgway?

No, just the attitude that he seemed tpiiasn the Army when he’s been there just
a very short time. All at once, the Army just softhanged from a beaten bunch of
guys, very demoralized and all, to a bunch thaeweady to say, “Let’s go get
those SOBs”, you know. It was such a change, amedit Ridgway with making
the change.

Do you recall when was the next time yother7th Infantry Division saw action
after you got down there?

Oh, man. | know we went on some tank taskef, actually, before we had division
actions. We went out in front. Then Ridgway stattegke operations going. |
remember Operation Killer was the first one thatweat on.

Well, I've done a little bit of reading heoetry to get everything straight in my
own mind, and that's when | started looking at é&hesps you and | have been
looking at here. The second of January, which watiltave been too much more
than two weeks or a week after you guys got to IS&uatrea again, that the Chinese
were continuing to push south, but it was abouttinge that the 7th, | think, was
redeployed again. All this action we’re going totaking about in the next hour or
so is, from what | can tell, roughly in the certéthe line. The line, of course, is
from the Sea of Japan on the east to the Yellowo&dhe west and in the vicinity
of Seoul. To help other people who are listeninthis get a frame of reference, if
you're looking at Korea then and now, it's the veestportion where a lot of the
fighting occurred. That's where Seoul is. That'santhe ground tended to be a
little bit lower, more industrialized, more heavpgpulated, flatter, easier terrain to
move around. And the center is, from what | camgatBernie, very rugged,
mountainous terrain. Does that sound right?

Yeah, it was very rugged. It was mountagyakay. | remember when you’d go on
an attack or anything like that, you knew you wgoeng to climb mountains, or go
up hills for sure. | know we went into an attackdaloggone it, we were just going
over one hill after another. Oh, that's where myastjleader was hit. Yeah. As we
were moving down into the attack position, there wame mortar fire came in and
some long-range fire. | never knew which it wag tat him, but all of a sudden,
he was running around in a big circle and he wa@sh; ooh, ooh.”

Holding his gut?
Yeah, holding his gut. Sergeant Tittleerhember that. Wesley R. Tittle. He’s from

Alabama. He was running in a big circle. | took affer him, and | couldn’t catch
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that son-of-a-gun. He was really gone. | finallyated; | cut across the circle and
tackled him as he came by there, and got him ddWway came and worked on him
and took him away then. So | had a squad all a.owwe went in—well, that’s
where | got my Bronze Star—I took over the squadi moved it into the attack.

We're going to talk about that, because fndrat | can tell, there was an awful lot
of combat that you saw once you got back into S#&latfea before that time. You
got back into the line sometime in January, andasgn’t until late May that you got
your Bronze Star, right?

Yeah. You know, | can’t arrange a lot of fights chronologically now. It's just
too damn long ago.

Let me run through some of these—
| guess that would have been later.

Let me walk through some of these and tget@some frame of reference from
what I've garnered from reading a little bit abthis. Again, you are assigned to
the 31st Infantry Regiment, 1st Battalion, whictsvpart of the 7th Infantry
Division and part of the X [Tenth] Corps. By theé the X Corps got back, up in
the Chosin area, that was a separate commandatissyered directly to
MacArthur, | understand. Now you’re part of the @tmy.

Had they integrated X Corps into 8th Arnythen?

Yeabh.

Okay, | knew that came along, but | wasnite what the timeframe was.
Does Operation Thunderbolt ring any bellsyém?

Yeah, | remember hearing it, but...

That was more the | [First] and the IX [Njn€orps; the | was on the west coast,
and the 1X was kind of in the Seoul area. | thiné& X Corps shared a boundary
with the IX Corps. But that was more their actitirwould have been around
Wonju and Hoengsong where the X Corps was operating

It was near the center, there, yeah. | rebs them building us up. (laughs) | told
you that. That's where we lost all our officers.

Well, go ahead and tell us again.

Well, they had a new regimental commandering in; they had a little “do” for
him, and all our officers were invited to come dow8o they all went.

This is the 31st Regiment?
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Yeah, the A Company. A Company of the 3dght. So they all went. Evidently
our company commander, Captain Hurtle, manageettbig own liquor supply
somewhere along the line; he was in pretty goopeladready when the party
started. Finally, the officers told them to get tonot of there, so they did. They all
went down and loaded up the Jeep. As the driversteating up the Jeep, Hurtle
(laughs) announced that he’d drive. That was notigeews to everyone else, |
mean, considering the way he looked; but you dalmays question things. So he
drove; he got about two blocks down the road, andrbve the thing off the road
into a pretty good drop-off, so every one of ouroeirs was in the hospital after
that. Oh, yeah. Yeah, that’s right, Terry MajorrdtdThat was his name—Major.

He was a lieutenant?

Terry Major was the only officer left indltompany after that. After coming
through North Korea and all, (laughs) they get baté South Korea to go to a
party to lose all our officers there.

Was that before they started to really pargher north and got into major combat?
Yeah, that would have been pretty earlgilye
Did they replace the officers?

Yeah, as quick as they could, but not fehige. They didn’t seem to be that well-
stocked on officers. We didn’t get our platoon keablack for quite a while. Then
we got the same guy back again; he’d broken hisajagiveverything else in that
Jeep accident.

So that sounds like it'd be a couple mobéisre he got back.

Yeah, it was that much. We had a platoogesmt—our platoon sergeant was
acting as platoon leader, and he made a—

What was his name?

Shoening. He’s in one of the pictures gotithere. He made a mistake | wouldn’t
have expected an officer to make. | remember weag in on a rising hill, and
we’d been run off of it the night before. That'sevl | got my ears blasted out
there. And doggone it, Shoening pulled our squadbthe line and didn't replace
it; he left the hole. When they came and probagsahat night, they found that
hole, and they came through it. We were out ondbgggone roadblock again and
came back in later on, but it was too late; they t@me through the hole. One of
the guys in 2nd Squad, a guy named Zigarelli, vinas$ through the head. It was a
pretty hopeless case, but they called that injowyrdto the platoon headquarters
which was down at the bottom of the hill. The sargeand platoon runner and
medic were in a little hut down there. And doggdn#hat friend of mine—Pedigo,
his name was—P-e-d-i-g-o—he insisted on going wgewif there was any hope.
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They tried to keep him from coming up that hill base, like | say, we had been
overrun. They came through that hole where my sdépaadormerly been.

“They” being Chinese?

Yeah. Anyway, they evidently caught Pediddtle bit behind—he must have
walked about ten yards behind where our line wasthey were pretty much
engaged. | don’t know, somehow he missed them amd @an by them about fifty
yards up the hill, and the Chinese roaming arowauk bhere behind our line caught
him, killed him back there. Oh, | felt pretty badoait that, because like | say,
Pedigo was one of my best friends. When our squead tvack up to the positions
in the morning, nobody knew where he was. They h&dand him, and nobody
seemed to want to look for him. That was an odadghBut | went out immediately
and started looking for him, and | found him witlém or fifteen minutes. He was
laying—honestly, Mark, it looked like he was asledme was just laying there so
peaceful-like. He didn’t look like he’d been injaitd couldn’t see any blood or
anything, you know. | walked all around him, realet. | was afraid to call to him
and say, “Wake up. Hey, Pedigo, what's wrong with¥’ | couldn’t say anything
like that because | was afraid he wouldn’t answed of course, he couldn’t. But |
finally did. There was a little hole right behini lear; it must have been a small-
caliber weapon. It must have killed him instanbgcause he didn't bleed hardly at
all. I went down and told them, and everybody lbeltl. Then they all went up, and
it was just like a funeral. Litter bearers cameaipd boy, the guys told them they
better damn well be careful with that litter. Thadlyfelt bad about it then.

Did this action you describe where he yestit up, was that happening at night or
during the daytime?

Oh, at night. Yeah, he’'d have found the imthe day, but oh man, in the
nighttime, going up there—when it's dark over thet's really dark. There’'s no
street light. It's completely dark.

And if it's an overcast night... Korea, at tfirae of the year, has a lot of overcast
nights, |1 would guess...

Right. Yeah. Yeah, he was good. He did daeththat he was as close to the line as
he was. | bet he didn’'t miss it by ten or fifteaards at the most.

What caused the platoon sergeant to decjldltback?

The platoon sergeant wasn't trained inntrfatactics. He was originally our first
cook. He and Hurtle, the one I told you was—wel,dn’t mention names
anymore—»but the company commander at that timealeadolic. If ever he
wanted anything in the middle of the night, whydhet that cook know, and the
cook would see that he got it right away. So whendook drank some of the truck
antifreeze and went blind, he shipped him off fealaand told them to take real
good care of him. He did come back; he came baclosblurry-eyed, but he was
able to see. He came back in about, oh, a monthetsing like that—not quite that
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long, probably. They didn’'t want anybody like tlatck in the kitchen fixing food
for the men, right, so they gave him a rifle plat¢taughs) as the platoon sergeant.
What happened, when the platoon leader is injureédat Jeep accident, like | told
you, and goes off to the hospital, he’s the leadi¢ine platoon, with all of his vast
experience (laughs) in making SOS and all in there.

SOS. Well, that would take some describvirogyldn’t it? (laughter) Bernie, what
does SOS stand for?

You don't really want me to say in an intew, do you?

Well, | know what it stands for. Well, Hay it. Shit on a shingle.
That'’s right, exactly.

Normally it's creamed chipped beef on toast.

Yes, right.

That's what it is, but that's not what tbilgrs call it.

Right. Or if they can’t get the chipped h&ehy, they make it with the hamburger
or whatever they can. Right. SOS, right.

Well, you also alluded to an incident in beathe same timeframe; you got your
ears blasted, you said.

Yeah, it was right during that same timesfea Well, it was the night before Pedigo
was killed. They pulled the squad out then, anaai$ okay, see, and nothing
happened. Nobody came through; they came the widngthat time. They put us
out on a roadblock; the roadblock, after much strfled up getting overrun. |
retreated with the rest of them. Then | was maaid, “They made me run, those
SOBs,” and | didn't like feeling that way. (laugisgared the liver out of you,
really. I had my wallet and two bandoliers of amamothe edge of my foxhole, and
when | decided to flee out of that foxhole, | figdrl had time to grab one; |
grabbed the ammo and left my dadgum wallet théaagbs) The Chinese are
probably showing my girlfriend’s picture over iniieg to this day. (laughs) |
don’t know. Oh, | was irritated at losing that. Bilke | say, | grabbed the ammao,
and then | fled so far down, and | stopped.

The next son-of-a-buck that—I thought | was thé taan out—so | was
ready to shoot the next one that came down thajatoglittle valley. Boy, here
came three of them. | was ready to open on thenrmwh®ught, They're too
clumsy, and they’re making too much noise. Thosetdege Chinese. So | called the
first part of the password, which was “civil see/i¢chat night. | called, “Ho, civil,”
and boy, “service” came back. (laughs) Some sgaeegple. But when they saw
who it was, that it was a Gl and that | wasn’t lgeaverrun by Chinese right at the
moment, why... It was the lieutenant that had besigasd to us from D Company
for the heavy weapons on the roadblock. D Compaagy aweapons company.
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Normally they would have machine guns.

Yeah, a heavy machine gun and a recoitlesshad been assigned to us out on the
roadblock. So that lieutenant did stop, and heaargained his equilibrium there.
He had two guys with him. Well, as we were there heard firing on the ridge
behind us. The troops that had overrun the roa&lilad gone on, and they were up
attacking the ridge behind us, where our troopsirbady was. So that lieutenant
said, “Well, they’ve moved on from the roadbloclet’s go back and see if any of
our wounded are back there.” So we went back aokkld for wounded. Well, we
couldn’t find any; there was no wounded back there.

This was the position you had just beenromeand left.

Yes. So he says, “Well, let’s stay in fimeholes. We'll cover up with cornstalksand
maybe they’ll miss us when they come back.” (laydlgas more of the opinion |
wanted to try to sneak on up the line. | didn’t Wwemcover up with cornstalks and
wait for them. But anyway, | follow orders. When went around, we did find one
wounded. It was Chinese. He had been lightly wodn8e one of the lieutenant’s
men brought him over. He said, “I found this guymg foxhole.” The lieutenant
said, “Well, shoot the SOB.” (laughs) That gughek. Damn. He didn’'t even have
a round in the chamber of his stupid carbine. Thm&nan heard that, and he took
off, boy. He was gone. (laughs) They finally gatittdamn carbines loaded and
they were blazing away, but he was gone. | saidu‘ealize he’s going to bring
his buddies back with him.” The lieutenant said,éNVwe’ll think about it.” And
right then, the fire that we’'d called to supportwsen we were getting overrun
came in.

This would have been how many minutes?

This was at least fifteen minutes latere Tire came in that we had called for when
we were being overrun.

This would have been artillery fire, right?

Yeah, artillery. 105 fire from the 57th. Mgsh. So we naturally hit the bottom of
those foxholes. Well, we called it in on our owrsjion; you got to realize that,
because you're safer than the Chinese are. You'fexholes, and they’re running
around out there among your positions, so youitcellon their position; the
chances are, it will get them and not you. But likay, this stuff got there then. So
afterwards, after it seemed to have stopped, ¢hednant said, “Sergeant.”

“Yes sir?” He said, “Check to see if any of our pleowere hit.” So | stuck my head
up and was just going to raise up out of that féahand that last round got there.
(laughs) It was pretty damn close. There was onsopehurt, and that was me,
(laughs) because that son of a buck did clobbedtn@ok my helmet off and—

Well, as I'm sitting here looking at yousilde, | see an earpiece in your ear right
now.
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Oh, yeah. Yeah, that’s right. From thatetiom, | sort of needed the thing. That got
me good.

Is that the only injury you had, is thatryeardrums were injured?

No, | was wounded later on by grenade frxgisiand got a Purple Heart from that.
Did you get a Purple Heart for this inci@ent

No, but I did end up getting a disabilitgrh this.

Did they take you out of the line after hat

No, no, because | didn't want to tell thérdidn’'t want to leave at that time. There
were things going on.

At the point when that round went off,twés still in the middle of the night,
right?

Oh, yeah.
You've got to tell me what happened theat#iat night.

Well, I was clobbered, pretty much. Thetrteing | knew, the lieutenant’s standing
over me and whomping me, and I'm hearing, “Sergesergeant,” and he’s
whomping me. “Are you okay?” And | said, “Yeah, edim fine. I'm fine.” It
sounded like his voice was coming from far awalthas ringing was in there.
(laughs) Man. But | did get to him that | was okBi said, “We’re going to have to
get out of here. That Chinese will bring back pedpbo that seemed like a damn
good idea to me (laughs) right then, so we did.déteall our stuff together. Oh, no,
their fifty-seven recoilless was gone—nbut they rgatbthe breach from the HMG,
[heavy machine gun] the part with the handle orfritm the machine gun. | don’t
remember my nomenclature.

The thirty-caliber machine gun?
The buttplate. Yeah, they removed that ftber—
Was it a water-cooled machine gun?

Yeah, it was a water-cooled heavy machiume ghey took that, disabled that
machine gun and took the bolt out. Then we tookaaotf got back to the lines. They
got us back up there into a line. | was hearingjtomas odd; it was like it was
coming through a tunnel there. (laughs) There wias @f ringing. | ran into Pedigo
up there; they sent us up there just in time. TWese going to mount a counter-
attack, and just before the counterattack, Pedigs,$Man, it's good to see you,
Bernie. We thought you might be gone. You weretlsds missing for a little bit.
We didn’t know what had happened to you.” And bséaNo, hell, “I'm like a bad
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penny; | always come back. You can't get rid of'hide next night, why, it was
Pedigo that got it. The next night was when he kitded.

| want you to back up on this story and t@like about being in that blocking
position—I guess this is in a valley or on a roatheplace, and you've got this—

Roadblock, yeah.

And you’'ve got some heavy weapons thereeisBut talk about, if you can recall,
the specifics of that attack and that decision itbdvaw among the troops that you
were around.

(laughs) | won'’t say it was a decision, &uany rate... It was beautifully done by
the people that attacked us. Having been to tlaminf school and all, now | can
look at it with a different eye. They made a felotvn the valley at us, and we put
fire on them. We’'re having a nice little fracasiwihem, and—

Were you firing your weapon at this time?
Oh, yeah. Sure, absolutely. And all at erce
Were you able to see targets?

Oh, no, no. It was darker than heck. It dak. You just fired where you thought
you might see a flash.

Okay, I'll stop interrupting you now.

Yeah. You had to be careful. | didn’t wamfire into that. | was a very
conscientious guy in a way. I'd shoot at the en@mg minute, but I didn’t want to
shoot where there might be civilians. There watla Village up there, so | wanted
to make sure | fired over to the right of thatagle. But while we were shooting at
them, all at once all this yelling and screamind hallering starts up on this hill
over at our right rear. A bunch of flashes starhitgy from them, and here they
come, you know. My BAR, [Browning Automatic Riflejan, Ted Dildinecame
running down there and says, “They shot my BARy tteot my BAR” They shot
the bipod off his BAR, believe it or not. (laughid)ey shot that damn bipod right
off that thing. He came by, running, and he waaidfto shoot it again without
examining it, so he took off, and his assistanhwim.

Then there was people running all over the dameepland you didn’t know
who the heck was who. You'd stop, and you’d trgkgline the other guy, so you'd
see if he had a helmet on or not. You damn surenitegoing to ask him if he was
Chinese or anything, because then you'd give ydiumsey. So nobody could
speak, but people were running all over the pl&cethat was it for the roadblock, |
realized. Finally, | couldn’t find any Gls runnirgound at all, so | took off too.

DePue: Were you in a foxhole or positioned by yelii?s
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I'd been in a foxhole there. That's wheteft my wallet.

But by yourself?

No, no, with Sim Jin Sup. Yeah, he was oxhble buddy there.
He took off with you, | would assume.

(laughs) | guess he took off a little ahe&dhe. As far as | knew, | was the last Gl
taking off in that roadblock. Everyone else seeg@ake. Evidently, that lieutenant
and his two men were still there, but | don’t knawvere they were. | looked over; |
couldn’t see those crew-served weapons. | don'kwbere they were right then.

Who would have called in the artillery fifd®at lieutenant?

Well, that probably would have been hinglyd heard the call—a real panicky
voice—that call go in for artillery fire. He say®ut it on us. Put it on us!” And he
was sure giving the urgent signal to them, but ligay, it got there about fifteen
minutes later.

Well, Bernie, you've been kind of chuckladgput this. I've never been into a
situation even close like this. But can you descalittle bit more what that feeling
of panic was, and what’s racing through your mind?

Yeah, you want to fight the dadgum enenoy Mou're not sure (laughs) who he is
there—which one’s him. | mean—when you get oveltikmthat. People are
running around in the dark, and you’re not sure vghwho. Really, | suppose if I'd
been experienced enough, if I'd looked at the petipt looked the most
purposeful, were probably the Chinese. The people oked the most panicky
right at that time were probably our people, whaeneying to figure out what to
do. Finally, they decided what to do was get tHedw of there, which they did.

During this whole incident, do you recatuatly being able to say, “That’'s a
Chinese I'm looking at?”

Yeah, yeah. Yeah, 1 did. And | clipped @fhot at one just as he threw a grenade at
me. The grenade hit my doggone hip and went ovireaide; | went and threw
myself the other way, and that thing went off. Tlaeighs) Chinese must have took
off in the other direction, because when | gotlugidn’t see him.

So you don’t think you hit him.

| don’t know. | don’t know whether | hitrh or not. | sure thought | was when |
shot, but he was gone when | came out of that..

Was that during the initial assault on ymsition before you booked out of there?
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Well, like | say, they hit us with a femght front, and then the actual assault came
from our right rear. They got up on a dadgum hitigd they just raised heck about
being up there and made all kinds of sounds, amal ¢me all at once.

I’'m going to draw you out of that very pemloaction—which is so fascinating for
me to listen to and hard for me to comprehend witvads actually like—and take
you up to a different level and ask you a coupleptuestions about what's
happening in the big picture. Do you recall when heard the news that the
Chinese had retaken Seoul?

Oh, yeah. Yeah, 1 did. We were wonderofg;ourse, if—
That would have been in January.

Yeah, we were getting our first mail byrthand it was starting to sink in, the scope
of the action that had gone on up north. We ditkdlize what a tremendous action
had been fought. | mean, you don’t know the digatit’s going. (laughs)

Let’s be a little more blunt. You didn’tliea how much the Americans had gotten
their butts kicked?

Yeah, exactly. Right. | guess that wasgiteatest defeat in U.S. military history up
there, but you didn’t realize it, even though yeu'ight in on it; all you're seeing is
your little piece of the picture. | think they imfo troops a lot better now, and |
think that’s doggone good. But | was always askilighere are we going? Are we
attacking? Are we retreating? What are we doing® gey’d say, “You'll find

out when we get there.” | didn’t have to know, $mme reason.

What were your thoughts, then? What’s gwmirtgrough your mind and through
your buddies’ minds when you hear that Seoul hiéenfagain?

Well, when we heard that Seoul had felimgae wondered if they can stop them
this time. | sort of thought that we could, becaliseseeing my part of it, and I'm
seeing an army getting built up and ready to ganaganean, | wasn’t really
impressed by the Chinese ability, except for margzoWwknew they didn’t have
armor, they didn’t have an air force that we haditory about; they just had lots
and lots of men. They did have some atrtillery, er@y had good mortar support.
But | thought that with all our stuff, we shouldbpably be able to stop them. About
that time, | guess, is when MacArthur left and Rvdg took over. Well, Ridgway
had 8th Army before he relieved MacArthur, | guess.

Well, that happened in April, and we’re stilittle bit before April, in there. Since
you mentioned it, | think what you’re referring te,when Truman fired MacArthur
who was commander of all of the United Nations égrat that time.

What month was that?

That was April.
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Goulet: Okay, so he lasted until April.

DePue: Yeah, he lasted until April.

Goulet: But Ridgway took over 8th Army before then.

DePue: Yes, he took over when Walker died, Decerivibemty-third.

Goulet: Okay, yeah, right. Yeah, you're right. Theats when the big, big change occurred,
and you could just feel the energy flowing dowmir&idgway’s command. Man, it
was so different. All at once, instead of tellingy (Be brave. We’re going to buck
up; we're going to stop them,” all at once, the cmends coming up say, “We’re
going to go get them. Let’s go get those suckedskack some ass.” And by gosh,
that’'s what they did, until, what, April twenty-sea, my birthday, when they
started their Spring Offensive. (laughs) | was yefad it by then, though. | was an
old veteran by then. April twenty-second, | hedrdse guns start.

DePue: And by that time— Okay, the Chinese, frbim initial crossing of the Yalu, all the
way down south, they take Seoul in early Januafy.oDrse, you guys were
evacuated from—

Goulet: Yeah, we pushed them back again by then.

DePue: And then you pushed them all back. The Acaas had retaken Seoul. You
mentioned Operation Killer. Do you remember mucbwOperation Killer

Goulet: [ just remember going out on the tank faskes and things like that and smashing
into little isolated pockets of them and all. Bysgothere was a dadgum regiment of
them cut off; they tried to break out, and we tinh up something awful. Had a
line of tanks across there, and my God. Oh, | wisl-—+don’t have those pictures
in there. You can barely see what they are, buag pieces of them hanging from
some of the trees in there. | mean, guts and stoéf know. It was a real mess.
They had me take a patrol over that mountain tieakmew they were on. They had
retreated back to there, and they wanted me toaadagrol over there, a four-man
patrol. | said, “Okay.” | approached this placeyweautiously, (laughs) but |
couldn’t see any activity. | went into the woodstba hill, and | couldn’t see
anything. Now, | almost wish | had gone farthereylust wanted me to probe
along the edge of the woods and see if there werememy right in there. | wish
now I'd maybe left my rifle and gone up there amtldred, because they were up
there and wanting to surrender by then. But we tlldrow that, of course. We
thought they might try to break out again. But nayrpl, like | say, found negative
results. We didn’t find any of them along theremsowent back across that
clearing, and right practically as we were reaclunglines, they said, “Who’s
following you?” We look back, and there come soraegde out of the woods; it
was Chinese, but only about five or six of thentuithed out they were all
wounded. So they came over there—

DePue: Were they holding their hands up as thegwer
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Goulet: Yeah, one was, anyhow. One was smart. @$tewere sort of bedraggled and
coming across there. One guy got up and was reeslydot—in fact, he did; he
fired one shot. | said, “Knock it off. Don’t shoat them. Gosh darn.” | pushed him
off the place where he was shooting, and | rarirdatthe field—I left my damn
rifle behind me—I ran out into the field where tbaguys were. | didn’t want them
to go back. | went like that, you know: [gesturgn@e on, come on. And they did.
They came on. Some of them could barely walk. | agping this one guy in, and
then some of our people came out. They saw whasldweing, and they came out.
They got around them and helped them, and the ardaame out. Well, | don’t
know if it was still Pedigo or not. | can’t remenmtikat. But | remember our aid
man got out there and was bandaging them up amd)fikem up there. We took
them farther back and put them on a truck and tbekn away.

Man, then, at that time, it looked like that wodide was moving. | mean,
there they all came. Here that son-of-a-bitch winat $efore (laughs) jumps up
there, and he’s going to shoot again. “Don’t yoaatthat son-of-a-bitch,” | said.
(laughs) Oh, damn, here comes the whole regimenean, they watched to see
what we did with their wounded. They were watchirogn those woods up there,
and they saw that we treated them good and wetldngkvith them and all and put
them on a truck. So here come the whole damn regimé of those woods, not
that it was that heavily populated a regiment amgnwe had shot the hell out of it.
But damn, there they came across that field. And,rlaughs) | don’t know. |
jumped out there again, and | made a motion wighgilm: OK, put the guns down,
you know. (laughs) They all had their damn weapémsl you could see the
officers in the thing sort of getting the word bkeetn. They started putting their
weapons in a pile out there, and then they came in.

DePue: How far was this from where you were atithe?

Goulet: They were about maybe 100 yards away.

DePue: Not far.

Goulet: No, I wasn’t far. (laughs) You ought to haseen me. | was sort of nervous.
DePue: How many do you think eventually surrendered

Goulet: |imagine all that was left out of that iragnt was probably around 300 or so at the
most.

DePue: But you had 300 Chinese surrendering torhanwy Americans?

Goulet: Well, that’s it: there was a company othusre, or parts of a company. | guess there
was about eighty of us there.

DePue: A full-strength company would be about tvife size?
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Oh, yeah. We didn’t have them all. | maaea,had a couple platoons out there, is
what it was.

Tell me your impression of the Chinese yeteviooking at.

The impression of the Chinese that wereicgrthere? Oh, boy, they'd been in
some rough fighting. They were pretty beat upinkhhey were sort of glad to get
out of it, well, especially the wounded ones. | waaking sign language and stuff
with them at the first.

How good were their uniforms?

They were getting sort of beat up. They th@de quilted uniforms, and they were
getting a little raggy in a lot of places. And thefoes, why, were in bad shape.
They wore these damn canvas—you know, like termogs—at that time. | don’t
know if they ever did get any better equipment,that’s what they were wearing
then, and they were starting to look sort of raggddhey didn’'t have good supply.
It's amazing they could fight well. | always thoughat about the guys up at the
reservoir. Man, maybe we were suffering in the cbld it seemed to me they were
in worse shape than we were with their equipment.

Well, by this time, the Chinese were haamgal hard time getting resupplies, even
food, up to the front, so | would imagine. Are tadslks close to starving, would
you say?

None of them looked like they were starviogne. That’s funny, isn't it? | guess
they were able to live off the land a lot bettartiwe were in a way. If they can
find a supply of rice or one of these dadgum insielcled bean cakes up in the roof
of the house, they could eat those things.

But you didn’t sense that there was angtaesie among any of these people who
were surrendering?

Well, yeah. There was always... Individuaks different, and yeah, there was a lot
of them in there. You could see they were veryndgk that they’d rather go back
and grab their rifle and have it out with you. Bugy were following orders, too,
and the order was to put down their rifle, so tt&ly Of course, even when it's a
larger amount of men, once you're under the riflesther healthy, armed troops,
why, you tend to not want to be the first one tbige

Because there’s trigger-happy Americans who—
Oh yeah, there sure are. There sure are.
This is happening at night, again?

No, no, this was in the day.
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DePue: How quickly were you able to move all thaugp back?

Goulet: That regiment had tried to break out tighnhbefore, and they lost an awful lot of
men trying. They were coming right into that lifiet@anks and infantry, and they
got shot up awful bad.

DePue: How long did it take to evacuate all thessopers from your immediate area?

Goulet: (laughs) Well, when we called it back tgineent, | don’t think they believed us,
that we had all those guys. We had to do someyrbalid talking on that radio.
Finally, they sent some trucks up, and we stadadihg them up and sending them
back. As they saw the first trucks coming back, whey finally got the word, and
then they started getting the transportation upstto send these people back.

DePue: Did your unit participate in going after af the guerillas that were left behind as
the North Koreans and the Chinese—

Goulet: No, not really. There was just little thindjke there was talk of some squad-sized
unit being up here somewhere. You know, they’'d begrassed, and we’d go up
and ramble around in the mountains looking for thiim we never found any,
though.

DePue: Do you remember—this wasn't your unit—bldtaf historians would consider
Chipyong-ni was the turning point. It happened rigihout the February timeframe.
It's the 2nd Infantry Division and some French k.

Goulet: Yeah. That was a big fight in a big valleygsn't it?

DePue: Yeah, it was a crossroads. They ended vpuswting an American regiment and
this French battalion, and they held them off.

Goulet: Yeah, yeah. No, that’s after the turn @f ylear, after the first Chinese offensive,
right?

DePue: Yeah.
Goulet: Yeah, okay.

DePue: But before the Chinese Spring Offensive. eationed that you recall Operation
Killer. Chechon, as | understand, was roughly tlea avhere you guys were. From
what | can tell from reading it, the 31st was im&bhing of a blocking position.

Goulet: | guess we were, because the action sepradg light right then. | don’t think they
were too anxious to put the 31st back into it thatk. We’d lost one entire
battalion and part of another, so we had that nmawy people in there.

DePue: When you say “lost one battalion and paanotther,” is that up at the Chosin
Reservoir you're talking about?

69



Bernie Goulet Interview # VRK-A-L-2009-001.01

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

Yeah, mm-hmm. Right. So actually, our actias light. Our company, like | told
you, was out of officers except for that one guy.

Okay, let’s take you up to about the tina@ the Chinese invaded again: The
Chinese Spring Offensive, which you remember wetause—

Oh, it was on my birthday. Right, yeah.
Now, why did they pick your birthday to tiatf?

Well, | always wondered that, but maybeytivere celebrating. There were sure a
lot of fireworks. Boy, that's what warned me. | haitthed my tent, and | heard the
guns start up up there. | tore my tent back dowwvhéat are you doing, Goulet?
What are you doing, Sarge?” | says, “You hear tlgases? We're going to be
tearing these tents down before long.” “Oh, nbéytdidn’t believe that stuff. They
went ahead and put up their tents and racked al#-an

Could you tell those were Chinese guns?
We were back in a reserve position, asgaibiered, no doubt.
You could tell they were Chinese guns andh\neerican guns?

There were just a lot of guns. Always, wien’re around the battlefield, you
always hear thiboom, boom-boom-boom, boowhat is it? MacArthur described
it as the “ghostly mutter of the battlefield.” Buturns from a mutter into a full
conversation up there. That night, you could hieant really taking off and starting
up, and there was a lot of action going on, seWdihe right conclusion. When
they came around—oh, | don’t remember what timejtbaust have been right
around midnight—they came down the line. “Everyboalyup; we're moving out
in ten minutes.” And all these “Oh, shit.” (laugh&u could hear all the cussing
coming from the tents. | had mine all rolled; | waady to go. I'd been just laying
back against my pack, and | was all ready to mbwent around and woke them
up, of course, and all the cussing. “Get it togethesaid. “I won't be able to find
my shit in that little time?” | says, “Well, we'igoing in ten minutes. You’'d better
be ready.” Man, we were on that truck going outhefre. You ought to have heard
those guys bitching. Oh, man, they thought theytiadmore days to go, back in
reserve, taking it easy. They said, “Goulet, yadlliest this up, don’t you?” | said,
“Yeah, | do. What the heck? Twenty years from ngoy’re going to be in the
VFW hall, telling lies to all your buddies therelling them all about this.” They
said, “I'll never mention this place after | leawel’ll never talk about it.” (laughs) |
wonder if they did.

Some of them never really did talk about it.

| guess that'’s true. | guess that’s truéfeient people have different reactions.
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Well, after they trucked you up, it sounkis they were taking you back to the
front someplace.

Oh yeah, they did. They brought us back@tdis back in line. Yeah. Part of us
were used as a reserve in case they did get thrbughkve did pretty good on that.
We didn't really see a lot when we got up therevds pretty good. I'm trying to
figure out if the action where | got my Bronze Siars part of the action—

Well, you got your Bronze Star on May twethiyd, which was—
May twenty-third? No, that was much later.

That was later. | mean, it would have beédnestail end, and from what | can tell,
it would have been at the time when the Americaaslévhave gone back on the
offensive.

Yeah, yeah.
And again, what I've read about the Chinese—

That was an offensive operation, of coundeen that happened. Yeah, | ended up
assistant platoon sergeant that day because atjtred leaders were getting
bumped.

Well, let’s stay away from that for a litikile. | definitely want to get there. You
mentioned being injured with a grenade, taking sgne@ade fragments.

Yeah, that was sort of an odd little actibhere was about a Chinese, | guess, a
couple squads up there. | don’t know why they wengart of a mainline outfit, but
they sent our company up to run them out of there.

Out of what?
Out of this little thing, and they called air strike in on them.
Was it a bunker or a hilltop air strike?

It was a bunker—yeah, a couple bunkerstlagnl defending troops around them.
We went up there, air strike and all. And man,ouht that probably took care of
all that we needed to worry about. But heckfirglidin’t, because when we started
up, there was a lot of stuff. We had a new medecehhen that had replaced
Pedigo, and he says, “Anybody gets hit on this hid their own damn fault,”
because one guy after another was getting hitisyblkecause they tried to get up
into position.

By small arms fire from the Chinese?
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Yeah. They had a nice grazing fire frons thiachine gun position up there. It was
very hard to get through that. I'd wait until the@ahine gun was firing over; I'd get
up, and I'd head about ten yards up each timellifjndound out | was getting

way out ahead of my people. (laughs) There wadathere, and | dived—that’s
right, I'd already got hit. That's right, while lag trying to get up to where | made
my rush from. They were trying to stop us, and tveye throwing bunches of
grenades. | saw this one damn grenade come downging. It was a potato
masher, with a wooden handle; | could see the griaine wood in that handle and
all. I was just up on my hands and knees—I wasgytwrchange position, maybe
go back a few yards—and | was looking out like thadboom it went off. It's

just a mild concussion, and | thought, “Damn, misse completely.” | had
crossed bandoliers hanging from my shoulders, Isechshot a lot of damn
ammunition when I'd get going. Each bandolier, takeit tight, I'd tie a loop in it
and hang a grenade in the loop. | had a fragmentgtienade over here and a white
phosphorus grenade over here. | looked at that\ghete phosphorus grenade, and
it was bright red. (laughs) | did a double-taketloat son of a buck. | said, “That’s
me!” | was bleeding from the chin where the grenfrdgments had gone in. Two
grenade fragments went in, right in under my chbied all over that damn
grenade and the front of my shirt, there.

You're probably lucky it didn’t puncture tivbite phosphorus grenade.

Yeah, | was thinking that too, afterwarea¥i, oh brother. Oh, that would have
been dandy. Yeah. Thank gosh it didn’t. But boguite turned that thing red. | did
get a couple of band-aids and just stretched dsacthere.

Was that the end of that particular actwrydu, or did you—

No. The medic got hit right after that. Went over, and he was giving aid to
somebody else. He was still saying, “Just keeptikering down,” because some
guys, when they get hit, they make an awful rackeh, aah, I'm hit, and I'm
dying. Oh!” They really go through it. This one gwgs really raising a fuss over
there, and the medic said, “If anybody gets hithos hill, it's their own goddamn
fault. Just call me and I'll be over. Quit all thelling.” Just then, he got hit, right
through the collarbone. Oh, did he make a rackaighs) He’s a Jewish guy, and
he’s “Mama, Mama, oh, Mama, help me!” (laughs) @lan, he just wanted Mama.
Mama couldn’t help him, though. They took him ddé was a damn good medic,
but he was very impatient with the guys that wetel l[yuess he found out what it
was like. (laughs)

Did he patch you up, or did somebody elsshpau up?

Yeah, he did. He did, and then he wenibahé next guy, and he was working over
there.

Let me get this straight, then. You neveéidehve the line, either when you got the
concussion and lost part of your hearing or whamgat clipped under the chin?
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No. | was scared to death I'd have to. higd to stay there.
Okay, Bernie. Why?

You feel a certain obligation to those gi¥su don’t want to leave them. R&R
was different. | knew I'd be coming back. | wentR&R, and | thought that was
wonderful. But you don’t want to leave when youl fae obligation to them.

Do you think the rest of the soldiers tedt same way?

A few did. Some did. It was odd, Mark. Renher, we had so little infantry
training and all, it was—I don’t think half of thefined their weapons on an attack.
I know | had just made a beautiful shot, and somelgehind me had just seen it; it
must have been about a 350-yard shot at one staimdantrench way out there. |
had just shot that, and a guy leaped out of tmchr@nd went down. That was an
offhand shot, standing. The guy said, “By God, wdahot, Goulet.” So he went
over and evidently told some other guys aboutheyrhad four Chinese down
there, and they were all watching them. They caitedto come over and shoot
them. Things like that just puzzled the hell outra#. They called me. They all had
rifles—they were all armed—but they were all loakt it. Well,very interesting.
One of them’s wearing a different shirt.

Did you?

Yeah, just as | got there, they looked g saw us up there, and they melted right
into those woods quick. Before | could even get davaim, they were gone. But
those guys should have taken them out, see. | nieeyshould have shot them, not
called for me. | was willing to do it, but | wasrble to. They lost the chance.

Were you a squad leader by this time?
Yeah, yeah, a squad leader by then.
Why did you get selected as squad leader?dH@u become squad leader?

Well, a lot of times, the other people didvant it, for one thing. But really, it was
a matter of just about everybody that was abovéniene and all had been... We
had a lot of casualties in that fighting along ¢hérnwent to assistant platoon leader.
Why, we lost half of our platoon there in one daytleat Bronze Star fight.

Well, we've alluded to that quite a bit.dnt’to read the citation, but should we
read the citation after you talk about it?

Oh, well, any way you want to do it.

Let’s read the citation, and then you chmiseabout that action, because this is
towards the end of the time you were in Korea, ulddhink.
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Yeah, it's getting on toward it.

Then you can explain in as much detail ascgo tell us and are willing to tell us,
how it is that you lost half the platoon at thatéi Here’s the citation. You want me
to read it, or you want to read it?

Oh, go ahead. You can read it.

“Sergeant Bernard T. Goulet, Infantry, iABny, while a member of Company A,
31st Infantry, distinguished himself by heroic @s@ment near Tap Cole, Korea,
on 23 May 1951. On this date, Sergeant Goulet wasrgy as an assistant squad
leader of a platoon assigned the mission of attac&istrongly fortified and well-
camouflaged enemy force defending a strategigbaition. When the squad leader
was wounded during the attack, he moved forwardemsdmed command of the
squad and fearlessly led his squad in a successadk on the hill. Upon reaching
the crest of the hill, Sergeant Goulet, with conwpldisregard for his personal
safety, exposed himself to heavy enemy small armdsaatomatic weapons fire in
order to properly place his squad in a defensistiom. He personally evacuated
one of his wounded men to a position of safetyelding the man with his own
body from heavy mortar fire. The heroism displapgdsergeant Goulet reflects
great credit on himself and the military servicatdfed the military service from
the Stateof lllinois.” Is that how you remember it?

Yeah, you know. Excerpts from the fighglhg
Okay, then flesh out the story for us ashmagcyou can, Bernie.

Well, I was mentioning to you, you'd gongethere, and | mentioned my squad
leader, Wes Tittlebeing hit in the gut there.

This was the same action?

Yeah, that was that action. | chased Wesrat that circle and finally cut across
and tackled him and got aid for him. Then it watira | took over the squad. We
were going across this valley, and up on the niixistwhere they were.

Describe the valley. Is there any vegetatiothis hillside in the valley at all?

Just sparse. | tell you, trees were rasx there. They cut them down, man, for
fuel. But yeah, | took over the squad, and we wgnthere and took the hill. About
three or four of them ran off the hill just as were getting there, so they couldn’t
take accurate shots at us, and it was hard fay getta good shot at them. Right
along the crest was a deadly place, because thatemt down in a bigger valley
and came up into another hill, which was where they really their main position.
| think these people that we actually attacked weoee like an outpost. But we got
them off and ran them out of there. | lost threéoor of my men. | told them to get
on the military crest of the hill; | says, “Try keep out of their fire, and get to
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where you can fire at them.” But about three or foiuthem were hit there, you
know. Then—

On the crest, or the military crest?

On the military crest of the hill, whereuycould just look over the hill, you know.
And doggone it, then the 4th Squad came, and theg machine gun up on the top
of the hill, then that started trading insults witieir machine gun. We lost four
machine gunners right up there. They kept gettingawolunteers up there, and
boy, they wouldn't last long on that doggone gurmei | got over into this one
area—that's what | told you | had a little standefth a field piece. (laughs) Yeah,
that was the durndest thing. | didn’t believe | saat first, but | could see the two
wheels on both sides of it, and the shield like @n&dtube in between. And |
thought, Oh, God, they've got a field piece ovaaréhBoom it fired, (laughs) and it
hit us. | was good at shooting long distance whtit doggone M1, though. | started
making it really miserable for those gunners ohere¢. They couldn’t hit me with
that thing. I'd see it fire; why, I'd get down beldi the crest of that hill and then pop
back up and put it back on them again. If they'denbad a Howitzer or even a—

A mortar would have—

A mortar. What they needed is a mortapubone over the crest and get me there,
but they couldn’t do that. They couldn’t hit me wvithat thing they had. So | traded
off with that, and they finally moved it out of tlee | don’t know what | did to their
gunners, but it wasn’'t anything very good.

How far do you think that field piece wasgdrom you?
I'd guess 350 to 400 yards.

At that range, things are looking really tiout I'm sure if a field gun is looking at
you, it's looking pretty darn big, isn't it?

Oh, yeah. Yeah, really. You don't believe/hen you see that thing up on the top
of a hill way up there like that. Man, that woulaue to surprise you. Then Roger
Silvernail was hit right through the hip, a longpshecause he was laying sort of
facing them. He had his hip sort of swung arouma, know. He was laying sort of
at an angle, and they were able to get into hiethiat. | helped them pulled Rog
off there and cut his pant leg away. Damn, thesuhtl it laying there afterwards,
that pants leg, | said, “Damn.” There was the padkeonder if there was
anything—maybe his wallet—we can get it back to.r8a | checked his pocket.
And he just had toilet paper and some stuff anttla green knife that he had
gotten in Tokyo, he said. | never was able to lgat back to him. | carried that
knife until 1994. | was down in St. Charles, arldsit it down there somewhere.
1994. | carried that a long time. But it was all ff his blood when | got it.

You say you lost about half the platoon nigtit?
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Yeah, yeah. | watched 2nd Platoon comand,yeah, we had a doggone hole
behind us that picked off a couple of my people ai\d they call it? One of
these—I can't think of the name for it anymore. Thaad. You make a little
covering to pull in on top of your foxhole, you kmpand this guy would look up
out of there. We were all busy shooting the othay,vand then he’d plink a couple
of us. Finally we got the idea that those guys weiia the line of fire from that
thing. Then that Sergeant Taylor there that I—zt,fhoth the guys that went and
got that thing are in those pictures—they wentrafiat guy. And he put a hand
grenade out—

From his little spider hole.

Yeah, spider hole—that’s it, that's it. Aldylor was the one that actually killed
him. But where is that one of...there. There’'s Anéigdy was coming up on the
other side, and Taylor was coming around on his{l&ae put that doggone grenade
out there, and it took him away from us.

What was his last name?
Pardon?

What was Andy’s last name?
Angelastro.

Say that again.
A-n-g-e-l-a-s-t-r-o. Angelastro.
So he died in that encounter?

No, he didn’t die, but boy, it really... Harne back just before | went home to visit
us. They let him go, and boy, he was still feeling effects of that concussion,
because it really knocked the hell out of him. Heswut like a light. | thought he
was dead. But he came around.

If 'm hearing you describe this right, greblem was you’re on this hilltop around
the military crest, but just across the valley ligher mountain, so they're firing
down on you?

Yeah, that’s really big. And we couldn’tdanstand why we couldn’t knock that
damn thing out. We sent a bazooka team; | remembeddy from Bayonne, New
Jersey, taking that damn bazooka down there. Bly,descouldn’t quite get it in
the damn hole, so he came back. But that thingkmwasking off one set of guys
after another.

“That thing”—are you talking about that guiyhe spider hole?
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That machine gun that they had in there.
Oh, okay, in the higher place.

When we finally did get over there the néay—they pulled our company back
because it was too chewed up—2nd Platoon got thate| was watching them get
up in their firing positions. You could just seeth roll back; one guy after another
would just roll himself back out of the way. Oneyafter another, that thing was
getting. That’s a hell of a thing. Jeez.. (laughs}arted demoralizing. When we
took census that night, damn, that was bad. Adielllot of the guys were gone.

Did it ever occur to you that you might e mext guy?

Yeah. Yeah, but damn, I—the silly-ass kidttl was—well, | guess | was twenty
then.

From what you'd seen by that time, Berroe,'ng an old man.

(laughs) Well, 1 was just walking arounddasergeant McGuire tried to get me
down. That's why they put in that thing, | thinkgaut “without regard for his
personal safety.” | was walking around on that dainamg, and how in the hell they
missed me a lot of times, | don’t know. But a Ibtlee times, though, it wasn’t as
bad as it looked, because | was figuring theirightid fire at a certain rate. We're
not all over there. Here’s the crest, and we’re nibvre; boy, those guys were still
hugging the ground, and I'm walking around. I'murag, Hell, they can’t shoot
through that damn mountain, you know. (laughsmember kidding them. “Come
on, Carter,” | said. I'd found in that Bill Mauldifa famous wartime cartoonist]
cartoon, where he says, “I can’t get any lower,|¥Vihe buttons is in the way.” |
was kidding him about that, and | said, “Can’t yg&t any lower than that, Carter?”
And he says, “I can’t. I'm sure the hell trying.”d@uire kept telling me, “Dammit,
Goulet, get your ass down. I've lost enough meheng. They're going to have
you in a minute.” And | said, “Naw, they don’t haeee with my name on it,” you
know.

Did you actually believe that?

No. Hell no. (laughs) No, but it's funrBeople that said that very rarely did get hit,
now that | think of it. It's the ones that weredaimn scared. Well, CarterTittle was
always giving me his stuff at night: “Bernie, tidsmy wallet, stuff. | want you to
send this home to my wife.” | said, “Well, hell,iygend it home to your wife.”

And he says, “Well, | just don’t think I'm going tme here tomorrow. | think my
time’s up.” Why? | don’t know why they’d get theaa/ful feelings. Hell, he’'d be
there the next day, and he’d come and get his taig stuff. (laughs)

That happened more than once, then?

Oh yeah, uh-huh. That must have been eadrmng as heck.
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Is this the one who did get hit in the acba May twenty-third??

Yeah, he was the one that got hit in thtettgat | had to chase and tackle to get him
down.

Do you recall that the night before, or @pt® days before, that he had a
premonition?

No. No, no premonitions there before healtt did get hit. (laughs) That's funny,
now that you mention it. Figures he might have bael.

Did you resent some of the soldiers whoahigttle bit greater fear for being
injured?

Only in one case. The guy—I won’t mentiomaane on him—he’d be in the middle
of a fight—well, just like the fight I'm telling yo about—and all at once, he’s
gone. You're looking for your people and can’t finidn. You know, where in the
hell is he? They'd say, “Oh, he volunteered to leapy a litter back.” Sure he
would. That's the best way to get out of there.ghedon't like to carry litters—
they're heavy—but a way to get away from whereldéagl is flying is to volunteer
to carry a litter, and back you go.

Of all the names you've mentioned hereesd¢many engagements, I'm not
hearing about your South Koreans. At the beginoindpe war, you were made of
about 50 percent South Koreans.

Yeah, it's funny. Well, Lee Sam-Koon wasunded; he got shot right square in the
ass in that fight where we lost our medic. Dama,rttedic was gone, and we were
trying to put a first aid packet on him. That buheade four holes in his ass. |
mean, it went in one side, came out in the cradgtwn the other side, and came
out again. Four holes from that one damn bulletust have been just like getting
whacked over the back end with a big board or sbhimgt He’d been shot in the
ankle, just a little mild one, right through theahéWNe had brought him back to
where we thought he was out of the line of firereMeandaging that ankle, and all
at once, a damn machine gun bullet skipped dowrhiiand just went right
through his ass. He said, “Eeetdiguess that’s their word for “ouch.” (laughter)
“Eee tai.” Oh, hell. We moved him to where he caoxtlget hit for sure then, and
we were trying to bandage that damn... You put & &ic packet—we figured if
we put it in the crack of his ass like that, we’dutlwvhen we’d tighten it, why, it
would snap up out of his butt, you know.

That is something you don’t learn at basiainhg.

| know. (laughter) That sort of got us digg, you know. We couldn’t help it. He
said, “Oh, Gl son of bitchy!” (laughter)

Some people might consider that a milliolladevound.
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Yeah, right, right. No kidding. Lee Sam-Koo

But the question again was, why am | natilnganore about some of the South
Koreans who were serving with you?

Well, 1 think they were leaving to go toeoplace or another. | don’t know. I think
one or two of them actually got sent home. Sonth&i went to ROK [Republic
Of Korea] divisions, | think. Sim Jin Sup was stilere when | left. He always did
right with me in whatever we were doing. We werddias. Yeah, very good
buddies. | wish to hell I'd got his address anditen to him.

Well, that answers my next question. Sohgain’t been able to stay in touch with
him?

No, | never—Sim Jin Sup was one | surealswould have tried to contact.
But over time, then, the unit became inangsAmericans?

Yeah, yeah, exactly. Right. Then the pwias reached, actually, when they
integrated, and we started getting our first blpe&ple in.

Well, that was the next question | had @ar. yYeah, you didn’'t have blacks to
begin with?

None at all. No, uh-uh. They were all ie #4th Regiment, | think, 24th Infantry.

Well, the 24th Infantry you were talking abat the beginning of the Korean War
was a pure black—

No, that was a regiment. | mean—I'm sotinjs is a—shit. The Twenty-fourth
Infantry Regiment, though, wasn't a black divisidimat was the Taro Leaf
division, the 24th Infantry Division.

Well, I know there was one black regiment.
Yeah, the Deuce-Four, they called it. “bvilathe Deuce-Four.”

But | thought the rest of the Army had alyelaeen integrated. That happened in
1948. So why wasn't this infantry...

Supposedly, but in actual combat troopdidih’t seem to go that way. Those guys
would say “l was in the Deuce-Four,” but they hdute officers, very often. That
was an awful show of lack of confidence, | guess.

Well, towards the tail end of your experegemcKorea, you started getting some of
these black soldiers?

Yeah, in that one kind of picture, | notldbey start showing up in it then.
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What was your impression?

Well, some of them seemed so damned goadeah, just one of the men. You
know, this guy named Brown: he was one of the ghgsjumped on that damn
machine gun, and it was his idea, too. He wentagk over it—nobody asked him
to, even—alfter the gunner had been shot.

We're going to take a pause here, just é&cand.

(pause in recording)
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When we went down that hill, though—oh.

Okay, we're back at it again. Bernie, weewest talking about Brown had gone up
to the machine gun and volunteered to do that.h@idurvive that?

Yeah, he did. He was pretty badly woundbed he did survive, right. | was glad to
see that, because he was a heck of a good mas.really sorry to see him lost
there. But you ought to have seen us when we wemhdhat hill. | was wearing
two helmets, and | was carrying three rifles. Alstequipment is left over when
they take those guys away, you know, after thelpeen hit. And man, | had to tell
the guys to do that, you know, not leave the dayfing around. We wondered why
we could never get that one bunker. The next dagmna fresh unit moved through
us and took that hill, they told us there was a&lthat came into that bunker; they
said that thing was just lousy with blood in there.

This is on the hill where all the fire wasning into your—

Yes, right, uh-huh. The machine gun positltat had caused so much woe to us.
Evidently we were causing quite a bit of woe tdé&cause they said that bunker
was just full of blood.

Do you recall roughly at what time you si@tb get blacks coming into your unit?
| would guess it was right around April—datpril, maybe.

About the time, then, that the Chinese §pbifiensive occurred.

Yeah, just a little bit after that, | tkirRight toward the end of April.

Were there any difficulties you encountevldn you started to get some of the
blacks in?

No, not really. Naturally, you've alwaystgome of the guys that—well, from the
deep South and places like that—that didn’t wartitatee anything to do with them,
but it goes away when you live right with them. Yiamow, you don’t have much
choice. He’s got to guard your butt, and you've tgoguard his.
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DePue: So you've got a decent percentage of Sootbdd troops in the company, and now
you've got a growing percentage of African-Amerisaand whites as well, so it's a
real cosmopolitan group by that time.

Goulet: Yeah, it was. But like | say, we never lise all of our South Koreans. Sim Jin
Sup was still with us. Joong was gone. Chin Te-He till around, | think. Well,
Lee Sam-Koon was gone as a casualty.

DePue: By this time, April, and maybe even in tharéh-into-April timeframe, it's
springtime in Korea, after a deep freeze, | wohidk. What was it like in the
springtime in Korea?

Goulet: Oh, I loved it. It was great. | loved ligrout there, watching that sun come up in
the morning. Of course, you didn't like to seedt as much at night, but it was still
good living, in a way. | mean, combat isn’t all tisinip. It's (laughs) campouts
and—

DePue: Were you there when the rains came, betlagiseis a monsoon up there?

Goulet: | was. By gosh, on the first part of ityds. | can remember trying to make a road
(laughs) through a little valley; they had to dedde trucks through, and the road
had just vanished, sort of, with the rains. Thegthkeinging up truckload after
truckload of big rocks, and you'd carry those rooks and dump it in there, and
it'd just disappear, you know. (laughs) | thinkttkgas the most miserable night |
ever spent.

DePue: You guys were doing this at night?

Goulet: Yeah, at night. Wayne Carey, my buddy gvehn Moline, he agrees with me.
That was the worst night he ever spent. (laughs)

DePue: Well, what was so miserable about it? heshard—

Goulet: Well, it was raining like hell, and theysjikept bringing one truck after another
with a load of rocks. We’'d have to carry those okt to where they wanted the
road and just dump them in there. It was cold, eretybody’s shivering, and
you're soaked. (laughs) That was the worst niglketevo kidding. Wayne had some
bad nights, though, because all he had was on&dildmever did understand that.
He never got a sleeping bag. He had one blankéttheat’'s all he had through the
reservoir—that one lousy blanket. And sometimesl lséep in between a couple
guys, you know, and he could double with his blanksually, then. But man, |
don’t know. | don’t know what the deal was. He talé, but I've forgotten it by
now.

| did want to tell you one story about one blgcly. We went into this fight—
oh, that was sort of an interesting one, becausgsicoming up by myself. I'd been
scouting. | had left my people—they were alreadthgir positions—and | was
looking around for other things we should know abauad | came upon a bunker.
There was a bunker up there. | immediately drewrifteyup and focused right into
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that bunker’s port. If there’d been the slightestvement there, | would have fired,
but there wasn’t; there was no movement. So | arp@nd—ah, empty bunker, |
thought—so | went on around it. | thought, Shouldrbw a grenade in there? Nah,
what the heck. Empty bunker. So | went on downvibg. | was talking to some of
my people down there, and here comes this Chingseng out of the bunker, and
off he goes. | said, “Oh man, there was one inefigknd I'd no more said that
than another one come out, and off he goes. Threg min out of that, one after the
other. We're standing there, watching them. Eadh wre think is the last one, you
know. (laughs) Nobody ever shot at one of themy tit away, and they went over
this hill. There was this big, long, deep valleydaman, about the time that third
one ran over there, my Dutch was up. Man, | waagtm have him. | took off after
him, and he jumped over this ledge and ran dowwaliey. | got up, and | was
going to square off on him, and (shooting nois@y,B get my butt back down
there. They had a machine gun across the valléyhs just covering them
beautifully. If any of us would stick our heads oteat little ridge, why, they'd put
a stitch of those machine gun bullets right alotgsif it.

That was one place where | almost felt like | cadub@r the music out of the
dadgum background in the movies. People kept conng@ne company after
another would go through, and if they went throtlgh saddle—the saddle was a
registration point for the Chinese mortars—I didaribw that, then, but as soon as
they'd appear in that saddle, why, their rounds i/t in the tubes.

We probably need to explain what a registradoint is to somebody who'’s
listening.

Well, that's something you set up aheatinoé. It looks like a likely avenue of
approach or something like that to you, so you giragutting rounds into that
particular point. Then when it's actual combat &melthing is really going on, as
soon as troops pull into that, you don’t have tusidyour fire at all; you just have
to turn to those settings for your mortars, and gan put the rounds right there
immediately. That's what they had, this saddlezafbed in. After | watched a
company go through there—I had my foxhole a litilkedownhill—and see all the
explosions as soon as they started through, amdctreying the litters away and
the company going on. So when this next companyeasmn a brave young captain
with his troops—he just looked like something riglt of a movie—and he’s
starting up toward that registration point. He’stjgot his hand up like that, and |
says, “Captain, wait.” And he—“What?” | took off bof my foxhole, and ran up
there, and damn, | could almost hear like the miasibe dadgum movie. | said,
“Don’t go through that saddle; that saddle’s astgtion point. They'll blow the
heck out of you if you go through there.” And hgsdNo kidding.” | says, “Yeah,
think of another way,” and | headed back to my faghHe did; he took them off
around in the left. They went over a regular paanty there wasn’t a round fired at
them while they went over there. So he did keeprbigps from harm.

But boy, they did put those mortars in on us, jugieneral principles. | think
they knew we were there, too, out of sight. Thie black guy—no, no, Brown was
hit when he was on that machine gun. It was andilaek guy. He was in a hole
over to the right of me, and a round went off dvisrhead—overhead, like it was a
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proximity fuse or something. Man, we went down &hend we could see blood
running down his head and all, but he wasn't detdhad a big, bloody furrow
down his head there from a shell fragment. We ddte aid men of course, and
they came and took him away. He looked like he g@sg to be okay, just going
to have a hell of a part in his hair there. | lodlee his helmet, and you know, the
webbing in the helmet was all full of letters frdtame; he must have had about an
inch of them up there. That damn shell fragmentdade through his helmet at
sort of an angle, and it had hit all of those dadetters—a whole solid-packed inch
of them about—and | think it just deflected it egbhuo make it slide on down the
front of his head instead of going through his kHuhink those letters from home
saved his life. | really do. That was the dangdl@sg. Oh, those mortars were the
cause of—

| bet you he kept up writing after that, huh

Oh, man. | wonder if he ever knew it. | vi&l have taken one of those letters and
wrote to that return address and tell them that'thieelped save that guy’s life. But
you think of things after that you wish you’d dateand you don’t do it at the time.
Man, | went over to check on my people, and theme avbig shell hole—must have
been a monster shell made that doggone—it mustlbeae an eight-inch made
that. A company runner and another guy were dovihere—Quinn, his name
was—and he was down in the bottom of that hole,fenlboked up at me, and he
saw me, and he said, “Ah, Goulet, have any cloe twalay?” Just about that damn
time a mortar round landed behind me and knockedveg so | was laying with
my damn hands and head hanging over the edgetdidlea And he says, “Ah,

skip the question.” (laughter) Not a fragment teeatime, but the blast knocked me
down over that hole. He just looked up: “Skip thestion.” (laughs)

Well, Bernie, it sounds to me like you wiiireng with serious injury or death for
a long time, from the time you guys went into cotrdiféer you got back into South
Korea until you left.

Yeah, we had a lot more of those thingsecomafter the time we got back. Yeah.
Like | say, there was a more aggressive naturkeofighting then.

Okay. Do you recall hearing about MacArthieing relieved?

Yeah, and | didn’t know what to think oftt first. Then | was very insulted. | really
had a high regard for his ability then, but asaldréhe stuff now, | realize Truman
was almost undoubtedly right, even though | hatbme for Harry. | think now that
he was certainly right in relieving MacArthur. MatBAur had just become so
concerned with his reputation and glory and alt thhink he was just becoming a
megalomaniac, really. | hate to think it now, btiihk that's what the man was
becoming.

During the Spring Offensive, the Chinesen§Dffensive, was there any doubt in
your mind that the Americans were going to be ébleold their own?
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No, there wasn't. | didn’t have any doabhymore, not after Ridgway came in. |
was pretty confident from then on. | was readyedbltack at them just about any
time. Yeah, that's a bad feeling, to have to refnesally. After that one where
Pedigo was killed, and they decided we’d bettel Ipatk, we got back on the road
and were marching out of there. | mean, no mattetwhey call it, you know
you're retreating. That's a bad feeling, or at tdadways considered it a bad
feeling.

They probably called it a retrograde ortadvawal or something like that.

Yeah. Oh, sure. Or like the Marines dithatreservoir; they said “We’re attacking
to the rear.”

Yeah, damn it, we're just attacking in &dént direction.
Yeah, right, exactly. (laughs)

It feels like I'm jumping around here, arapblogize for that. Tell me about the
last action you had in the line.

The last one, huh? Yeah, | remember thatware simply moving up on an
advance, and we were hit by dug-in positions thtgreled quite a way from the
right of the road. We had tanks and all. But theseple were dug in. They were
firing 3.5 rockets—a couple of the holes were. Tdrks were very leery about
getting over there, but we had a twin 40, that caméere, and boy, he added his
voice to it.

A twin forty being two forty-millimeter gums a tank?
Yeah, yeah. Boom, boom, boom. Oh, boy.
That's a lot of firepower.

You know, it’s really meant for aircraftjfoman, they’re putting in right at those
bunkers. But we still couldn’t get them enough teewe we could advance and shut
them off. Oh, that's where that guy that | told weauld always volunteer to be the
litter bearer, he was hit on that one. That's ointhase feelings you wonder. But

I'd assigned him the machine gun. I'd lost four imae gunners; | assigned him the
machine gun to carry. (laughs) So he was runningsadhe rice paddy with that
damn machine gun—a dry rice paddy—and wham, theyimm. Down he goes, and
that machine gun just fell on down in the damn. dithought he was screwing off
again. | said, “You son of a bitch. Get up. Getngpidamn it.” I'm kicking him in
the ass, and he says, “I can’t. I'm shot.” | s&ygyu're not shot. Get up and get
that machine gun and get going.” He rolls over, hadays, “Yes, | am.” His crotch
was bloody; he was shot in the nuts.

Man.

84



Bernie Goulet Interview # VRK-A-L-2009-001.01

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:
DePue:
Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:
Goulet:
DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Goulet:

DePue:

Yeah, and I'm kicking him in the rear, trgito get him going. But he says, “l can’t
go.” (laughs) So they called the aid men agaid,tAey took him out; they put him
across the hood of a Jeep because the Jeep wamnflithey said he was grinning
all over the place.

Grinning?

Yes, he was getting out of there. They baidvas just smiling all over; he was
grinning all over the place. He was getting out.

Well, 'm thinking to myself, of all the gkes to be injured, that’s not one of the
places most guys want to be injured.

| know. When | get under artillery fire, I—
Curl up?
Yeah, I'd cover up like that with my heglght up to my back. (laughs)

Okay. You've given me some leaflets, and/e&vetanned some. I've scanned a lot
of these pictures that you gave me as well. Tedhaut the time when you found
this dead Chinese and you found the medal on haicalse we’'ve scanned that in.

Well, nothing very glorious. They used negwfrequently to search people that we
found, because you could find good intelligenceuraly, on them. So it was
necessary to search them, but most of the guys lgaelat aversion to that; they
didn't like doing that. So very often, | would doWe did look this one guy over,
and | found that thing on him there. (laughs) Indidurn that in. | wanted that
myself.

What it was, was a medal?
Yeah, uh-huh.
And what looked like a citation.

It looked obviously like it was a citatior valor or something, and | thought,
“Hey, | want that,” so | got that. | turned in afl his other documents that | found
on him to headquarters. He was evidently some &fradsergeant.

Well, 'm looking at this cap. This lookkdiit's a Chinese garrison cap as well that
you've obviously brought back from the war. Is ttreg same incident?

Well, that's North Korean.

That's North Korean?
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Goulet: Yeah. Boy, | should never have—it has skitiorabout one-half the size it was over
the years. | think | may have made the mistakegfiayof washing that one time
after | got home.

DePue: So you didn't get that at the same incigientgot the medal, from the Chinese
soldier?

Goulet: Oh, not off that. No, | got this at Osaurstjafter | got there. | carried that with me
almost the whole thing. | don’t know, evidently—

DePue: Osan was right—

Goulet: Right at the beginning.

DePue: —during the Inchon action.

Goulet: Yeah, right after it. Yeah, that's wheigot that. A North Korean officer’s hat.
DePue: Did you see that North Korean officer fall?

Goulet: Yeah, | saw him fall.

DePue: Does that mean you had something to doit®ith

Goulet: Well, | sort of think | might have there thvat. But if it's the right guy, when we
got over there—I mean, we were shooting from acaosalley—and it was long
distance. | think we were shooting at about 40@ya450 maybe. Then when we
got over there and looked at people, everythingedasso damn different when
you're right there on top of it. So | found thisyg@and | removed his hat; he didn’t
need it anymore, obviously.

DePue: Now, you mentioned that you got R&R. Telaugtle bit about your R&R
experience.

Goulet: Oh, yeah. Well, | was actually a prettyaoent kid, but | knew what was expected
of me on R&R, by gosh. There was two things | wgsp®sed to do: | was
supposed to find booze, and | was supposed toAforden. | had told you the story
already of the percentage of our company that fabedvomen while we were
forming up the 7th Division.

DePue: That was in Japan.

Goulet: Yes.

DePue: |don’t think you mentioned it. | know youdiit mention it on tape.
Goulet: Oh, oh. | see. Well, you really don’t wmat part on the tape.

DePue: Well, sure we do.
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Do you really? Okay. (laughs) They wererfirg us up at Camp Drake in Tokyo,
and there was a hole in the fence back there. We ate¢hat camp maybe a week.
But there was a hole in the fence, and some oftlys had been there considerably
longer. There was this hole in the back fence,thede guys were going through
that; some of the more-than-willing ladies of thght were meeting them out there
in back of that. At any rate, when the whole conypgat its short arms—went
through our physical before we actually went imonbat—40 percent of the
company flunked its short arms inspection.

Short arms inspection?

Yes, an inspection for what nowadays theuld/ call an STD, mainly the clap.
(laughs) And 40 percent of them flunked it! Fout ofievery ten men! That'’s
unbelievable, but | suppose that was the qualitylwdt they were finding out there
beyond that fence.

Well, 'm glad you talked about that, eveoutgh you were reluctant to do so,
because this would have been about the time—I'nsgjung—that you would have
had the influx of South Korean troops that joinedy

Yeah. Well, | think they sort of shuffldzeim off on us just as we were leaving
Camp Drake. They had been kept separate in theirasea, and they were put
out—“Okay, you five men go with this squad; youefigo with that squad,” and on
and on, and just pairing us off like that casually.

Well, the reason | asked that is, what's ypinion about the effectiveness of the
unit as a combat fighting force because of thay Ygh percentage of people who
caught STDs, then having this influx of people vdom’t even speak the same
language, who are not trained as soldiers?

Well, of course, the people that caught3m® were gone. They never let them
come with us. They kept them back to take the dimesure they sent them on
after us as quick as they could, as soon as they evged. But we lost them, so
they were never in our make-up.

The thing that strikes me about your sespecially those first couple months is,
you're a bunch of basically green, untrained infgmien with not very much unit
cohesion because you've got all these things wgr&gmginst you: just thrown
together very quickly in Japan; 40 percent of thi 1$ lost because of this; and
you've got an influx of Koreans who don’t even dpé@ English language, so you
can't talk to each other. That’s not the kind offbwd like to go into combat with.

No, it's not the kind of outfit I'd like tgo into combat with, (laughs) but | had to.
Did you realize—

All | could find!
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Did you realize at the time the implicatiohall that?

Not really. There were just too many thihgppening to realize at that time. But
thank God we had a really top NCO for squad leatlénat time, Sergeant
McGuire; that was the best thing that could havgplkeaed to us. Yes, there he is.
There he is back here.

Well, 1 got away from your R&R story. We komu way back to the beginning of
this thing, and now we’ve got to go back to the R&tBry.

Well, like | say, | went back to the Campake story to explain why | was reluctant
to mix with the flower of womanhood in Japan thex@) didn’t. But | decided |

was at least obligated to try the other place. §at kto this little bar there; the
Japanese bartender was mixing these SingaporesSiutgch seemed to be in style
there, so | tried that. It was a nice, sweet danll tasted fine, so | figured there
couldn’t be any harm in a couple of those. Befdkadw it, | was barely able to
walk. (laughs) | remember getting back to the Megrk Hotel, | think it was.

Is this is Tokyo?

Yeah, in Tokyo. | managed to get up to ogm somehow, and | remember just
barely reaching that bed and falling across il f{d done my obligation with
them.

How long were you on R&R then?

Oh, just three days, and | had to use ayeoflthat. My buddy said that he’'d put

his pictures in at the Yokahama PX, and would apéepick up his pictures for him.
Well, I was in Tokyo, and his pictures were in Ybkana. | had, to me, it seemed
like a wealth of money, so | just hired one of thdapanese taxis and had it take me
to Yokahama. | got his pictures and went back tkydo (laughs) If I'd had known,
there was probably real cheap ways of getting fiakyo to Yokahama, but |

didn’t know them.

You had three days in Tokyo, then?
Mm-hmm.
So a day getting there, three days on—

Well, no, no. You had three days after gotithere. Yeah, time on the way didn’t
count—C-54 [a large cargo aircraft].

Roughly when was this leave?

Oh, boy. It came right at the wrong timknbw Sergeant Taylor was—I'm not
sure—he was taking out a patrol that was to gdloee days. The Chinese had
pulled back from us after we’d smashed their biggioal offensive. He was to take
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out a patrol that was going to go out for threesdaryd see if he could find them. |
was going to go with him, but | wasn’t going to pap my R&R, so | took my
R&R; they were back when | came back, so | missedao that. But doggone it,
boy, he says they went way out and finally didwgay up on this hill to spend the
night. He said there were no Chinese around, layt ¢tame in during the night;
they were on their way back up. He said they hhadlleof a time getting back out
of there then, sneaking out.

But Sergeant Taylor survived that?
Yeah, yeah, he did.

Tell us then, Bernie, about coming home. W¢he you get the word, and why did
you come home at that time?

Goulet: Well, I extended for, | guess, about a hohhated to leave them in a
way, and they sort of needed me, too, while thesevoeeaking in some new
people. So | stayed around for an extra month tlaex they gave me the word.
(laughs) Oh, | got to tell you this one, anyhovatthiright. It's probably the
most resigned to dying | ever was there. Our igbit+we were digging the
Kansas line, is what we were doing. Oh, boy, usliagnolitions, and | thought
that was great and all, that we're doing that stft then we were making an
advance—they decided they needed this hill—andanento that little defense
that | told you that extended from the right side¢h@ road for about, oh, maybe
fifty yards in. They had a line of bunkers alongréh and they opened fire and
broke up our ability to go by there. So we went and that's when Merden
was hit, running across that rice paddy with thathine—forget that name.
Forget that name, that's right. Running acrosgitteepaddy with that machine
gun. Damn, we got pinned down.

Finally, we wound up pretty close to them; we Haat twin 40, and we had a
damn quad 50 behind us on that one. And man, tleeg vaising some racket over
our heads there. The tanks pulled up, and | rememhe was hit; it got burning
around the canvas. Right in back of the gun, whtegegun tilts forward, there’s this
sort of a canvas; this dadgum round got him burmrigere. | don’t know whether
it was the tank commander or the loader—he goaindtwas doing that; there was
a few bullets bouncing off of his tank there, batdot that fire put out, and the tank
stayed.

But while we were in back of that | wasn’t very rhugorried. | had been fired
at a lot of times before, shot at, and | had deyedicthe ability to see where the
enemy people were that were shooting at you andlifig out the trajectory of their
weapon, so | knew just about where | could getl@dut of their trajectory, you
know, be pretty safe. So | got down behind thie paddy ridge, and | wasn’t much
worried. | wasn’t sure how in the hell | could gefer it or anything like that. But |
was laying there, and it was a dry rice paddy—i$ @asty, in fact, dry and dusty—
and you could see their (makes explosion noiséj Isitting back there. That's way
back there, you know. What the heck, they can'trtét I'm right behind this ridge,
and the bullet would have to go like that to get me
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Take a nice curve.

Yeah, right. But | looked over to the satel’'m laying there, and all at once, | hear
(makes noise). Oh, shit, that’s right in line witly chest, coming. Man, | can’t do
anything—it’s too fast—I can’t do anything to getay from that. So I just gritted
my teeth and waited, and nothing happened. (Iguighag | looked around, and
(makes noise) off in the other direction. It wais fiitle damn frog. (laughter) He’s
hopping in that dang dust, and he’s making a (makése). God. | thought that was
my end coming. (laughter) Ah, hell.

And figure, well now it’s time to go, huh?

Yeah, really. Yeah, | didn’t even try to weoout of the way. | just gritted my teeth
and waited. Nothing happened.

Do you remember the date that you rotateki?ba
No, | don't.

What month would that have been? June?

| would guess. Probably late June, | waudss.
And from what you’ve described here—

Seems to me it was the first part of Juhew | got down to Pusan and actually got
out of there.

Was there talk by that time about the ptdke beginning?

No. No, | was very surprised to hear attbat when | got home.
Okay, so that happened about the time ybliagoe.

Yeah, yeah, right after that, they started.

Why were you surprised?

Well, | mean, everything was going on hikst when | was there. Well, of course,
when [ think of it, though, we were starting to redkose big defensive lines like
the Kansas line and stuff, so really, that wasdication that they expected the
movement war to stop.

In other words, during the time you wereghié was a war of movement.

Oh, boy, yeah. Yeah, really. Oh man, th& ppart when we got there, we were all
over the place, and then down to Pusan in ordgeton that convoy for Iwon.
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And then up and down the Korean Peninsula.
(laughs) Man, almost to the Yalu there.

And of course, after you left, it was prettych trench lines, warfare just like
World War 1.

Yeah, exactly. Back to World War I. Boy.

Tell us the route you went to get back htivee.

What | did back home?

Well, no. You came back as an individudaegment, right?
Oh, yeah. Mm-hmm.

So you came out of the lines. Where didgmin Korea?

Well, they gave us a choice: What Army ategou want to be assigned to? | had
never seen the East Coast, so that's what | chose.

Did you take a ship back to the States?

Oh, yeah. Uh-huh. Yeah, they didn’t fly meer there. There was no hurry to get
me home. (laughter)

| know you missed that pleasure on yourtewdorea. What kind of ship did you
go back on?

Oh, it was a regular troop ship, $1&. Bucknei think. B-u-c-k-n-e-r.
Anything memorable about that?

Yeah. | hate lines. | always hated lindsatfwas one of the things that | enjoyed
after | became an officer—being able to go to teatfof the line. But man, on that
doggone ship, thBuckner those lines would wind around those decks andhdow
the ladders. Sometimes I'd skip meals, or I'd palnoll or something, put it in my
pocket, and have that for the next meal insteadasfding in that line. | actually
volunteered for KP on that dadgum ship so | coulti—ahat a great day to
volunteer for KP. They had one of those huge kefileed with beef stew. Man, |
ate beef stew until | just about foundered onaughter) Oh, that was great. That
was heaven.

And do you remember the first time you gatkthome and were reunited with the
family?

Oh, yeah, | do. | got to tell you one thittgpugh. By the time that ship docked, |
bet you there were four or five people had justualewery cent on that ship. Those
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dice games and all were going on constantly. Thesewhooting craps and playing
poker. | think, like | say, about four or five pdefad all the money on the ship.
They hired bodyguards and stuff from among the g(igaghs) They had
thousands and thousands of dollars with them—sditieem did. Man, some of
those last craps games were really high rolliraudhs)

Just like the movies again?

Yeah. They should probably have never paidnything in Japan. But thank gosh
when we got to Frisco, why, they did give us trgyay to get home. | That was
travel pay for a Pullman, so you'd have a nicelb&otsleep and stuff; by buying
coach | was able to save a little and have a htibmey to spend when | got home.

Okay, Bernie, we need to go back to the Ehipthey have some of your money,
some of these guys?

Oh yeah. Yeah, they had damn near all @aughter)
Was it poker or craps that you lost it in?

Craps. Right. What was it? He had somikeilyl number, and he still made his
point on that, and | lost my last fifty. Dadguntitlicouldn’t believe it. | was so
sure he couldn’t make that. (laughter)

Well, | suspect you weren't laughing theaetewou?

No, | said, “Oh boy, that’s the way it gdekhat was a good lesson for me that |
took to heart; | never really got in for any heaambling since then. My one time |
was in Reno, | took fifty dollars and said, “I'tb$e this much.” | went down there
and couldn’t lose that for nothing. That was thenddest thing. (laughs)

Do you think that ship ride back to thee&dtatas helpful in terms of decompressing
from your combat experiences?

Yeah, probably it was. Probably it wasevVer thought of it that way, but yeah, it
most likely was. By the time | got home, | wasronpletely ready to hit the dirt if
a firecracker went off a block away or anythingpribbably was a good thing.

So you took a Pullman berth from—where du kand on the West Coast?

Oh, well, they paid me for a Pullman betffat | was supposed to go buy a
Pullman berth with, and instead, | just bought toéckets, and that saved me a
little money—quite a bit of money—that | was alieuse while | was on leave.

But you took the train back to Illinois?

Yeah, yeah. Actually, | had my tickets cldaough to the East Coast. | was going
to Aberdeen Proving Ground. Oh, wait. No, thatihtj they paid me a train back
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to home, but then | was supposed to check in, aldl They sent me air tickets out
to Aberdeen. | got off at Friendship Airport nealtBnore, and then they had a bus
to run us down there. That was it.

Bernie, I'd like to have as much as youreamember: give us some details of what
it was like when you were finally reunited with tfaamily.

Oh, it was great, for one thing, to drinésh milk. | had a great pining for that, and
have ice cream, things like that. You know, it'seemimg the desire for ice cream
those guys had. When we came out of Chosin Researal they evacuated us out
to that troop ship, the first thing those guys dal-ilthy, dirty, like | say, hadn’t
changed their underwear for three months—they htedden to the PX and
bought that ship out of every bit of ice cream thayl. (laughs) That's what they
wanted, and it was freezing, you know. That watisay, though, and all those
Gls did—but I didn’t get any ice cream. | was ludkyget a candy bar.

But when you got back home, did the pareetst you at the train?

Oh, sure. Absolutely. Yeah, the parentd,alhmy buddies, and girlfriends and all
that.

Girlfriends?
Oh, yeah.
Was there one special girlfriend?

No, there wasn’t at that time. (laughspt g Dear John letter [colloquial for a letter
breaking off a relationship] the day | got my wouner there. (laughs) | was
sitting there with blood all over the front of mlyit, and he brought me—I
recognized that letter’'s envelope before handeminte—and | read that, and “Dear
John,” and you know. | guess my face fell. The ribktg | knew, all my squad was
over there, gathered around me. “What did you B&i?/ou get a Dear John,
Sarge? Give us her address. We'll write to heré&yltould have. | have no doubt
of that. (laughs)

Do you remember what her reasoning wasfadisg you the letter?

She’d met a nice guy—probably a 4F.[exefmgrh the draft by reason of physical
impairment] (laughs) Didn’t seem to be in dangebeihg drafted, so they were
going to do their thing together. More power to;hdrope she had a great life. The
Chinese got her picture when they captured my walle

It doesn’t sound like it was real seriougnvitou left, though?

No, no, not real serious. Just a casubd tiing.
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Did you have some problems, especially fimirfew days at home—when you
were in Springfield—of adjusting to civilian life?

Yeah, a little bit. | remember we went tut bowling alley, and you wouldn’t
think there was a war on. | mean, everybody wasigaun and drinking their
beer. You wouldn’t have thought any... | knew my otheddies were all back
there getting their butts shot off. Nobody seenweckalize it, and here everybody
was having fun and messing around. Oh, boy. Itjustsso different. | felt like I'm
sort of deserting my buddies, and I'm becoming oinnese people who don’t give
arat's ass. So that was an odd feeling. | alwagadht when | got home, why,
there would be some difference in society, becausemembered living through
World War 1l; society was different during World Wi, just no way out of it. But
during Korea, why, it was guns and roses, you kramvguns and butter, as Lyndon
Johnson put it.

Did that eat on you, then?
Hmm?
That ate at you a little bit?

Yeah, that did, because | knew what these gvere going through over there then.
That was right during the Heartbreak Ridge periddink. One of my buddies that

| did look up after the war—he’s from New Jersayd éhe other one was from
California, the two of them—the guy from New Jersaid yeah, he’d carried the
one from California clear down the hill over hisslders. He said he'd been hit
pretty good. So.

Was that about the time you heard thatsteeted peace talks in Korea?
Yeah, mm-hmm.
What was your reaction to that?

Well, | felt good about it, | mean, thabsle guys would be... | figured they'd be
safer. But the talks went on for so long that plpéy that time, any of the guys |
knew had rotated out of there.

Does that mean that you were okay with gebasically settling with a tie?

Yeah. At least we ended up with as mucleastarted with. | mean, since the
demilitarized zone is approximately along the thetghth parallel, we didn’t lose
ground. We actually gained a slight amount.

Okay. Well, we're getting towards the enthaf, and we've been at it for quite a
while here again. It's my fault, because you've gioth interesting stories and some
great reflections on all of this. What do you thim&s the toughest part of your
service while you were in Korea—the toughest thimgeal with?
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Goulet: The toughest thing to deal with? Well, frglPedigo was hard, of course. | don’t
know. | was so resilient. Maybe young guys havalaihty to do the old subject of
denial in your own mind. But | hated the idea, ofitse, when we’d retreat. | hated
the whole idea of the reservoir; | always felt swrguilty that | wasn’t in more of
the fighting at the reservoir, that my company hadn in a blocking position, and
there was just no way we would get into it. | alwdglt a little guilty about that,
since the regiment was so chewed up there andr’ithsre to help.

DePue: But you got more than your fair share abacfter they got back into Korea again.

Goulet: Yeah, | guess | did, in a way. | always fieit | sort of got left out of that one thing,
and | always felt sort of guilty about it, but yoan't help it. Like | say, it was the
saddest thing | ever saw to see that cemeterylenaay those truckloads of guys
coming into it, and see those cooks from B Compaging because their guys
didn’t come.

DePue: We talked quite a bit about it—or we kindlitted around the edges—what was
the opinion you had about the enemy that you faced?

Goulet: Well, at the time | was actually doing ditin’t regard them so much as individuals.
You think of the enemy as almost like an amorphuoass, you know. They’re just
an entity that's there, and you do whatever youtoasiip off parts of that entity.

But then later on, as | think about it, actuallyhink: My gosh, those guys that
attacked us at the reservoir and places like ttwat, could they make war with the
equipment they had in weather like that? Theydosemendous amount of people
to being frozen, and they just couldn’t make it.

DePue: Did you have any respect for them?

Goulet: Oh, yeah. Yeah, definitely. The ones | sant talked to, you see their canvas shoes
and stuff like that, and you realize they had gihfiunder conditions a lot worse
than we did, actually, except at the reservoiry tmght have been better off then.
Yeah, they were capable of doing a heck of a |dhimigs. Like my gosh, we
wouldn’t have done them. We wouldn’t have done th&wr men aren’t that
disciplined. We could never do that. | mean, ruunglthose ridges, work up a good
body of sweat in your clothes, and sit down on ymachine gun and sit there and
freeze to death? How many Americans are going tthat? | don’t think many Gls
would do that.

DePue: And yet there was a time when you had thategiment boxed in—apparently the
lines had moved and they got isolated—and mogtiehtseemed more than happy
to surrender. Am | getting that story...?

Goulet: Yeah, that's true. Yeah, they seemed vgltmsurrender. | didn’t see any huge
resentment among other prisoners that | took. Batttegiment, most of them
seemed pretty darn glad to be out of it.
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You guys were both the recipients of propdgdeaflets, picking them up, trying to
convince you to go to the North, and you knew alppapaganda leaflets the
Americans were dropping over their lines, as weétlw effective was that
propaganda? What'd you guys think about their pgapda?

Well, you saw some of it.
Yeah, and we scanned some of that stufhiat's what | wanted to ask you.

Yeah, actually, theirs was pretty crudechghur is a tool of Wall Street and all
this bit. It was such a strict communist line ttregty didn’t seem to have the
psychology in their psychological warfare at thatet. (laughs) Their psychological
warfare left out the psychology—right.

So not effective at all?

No, it was too communist line parody. ltsiast what they always would say in a
situation like that. You knew you’'d be so well trechand put out to play athletic
games and fed well and... (laughs) You knew béttn that. It was a pretty crude
type, or an unbelievable propaganda. Propagandgdtdas make a believer out of
you, and you think, Hey, maybe this would be beert the way they put it out,
you didn’t believe it. Well, maybe some of our gulyd. Some guys believe just
about anything.

What did you think about the South Koreddiexs you served with?

Well, like | say, | became very good friengith my foxhole buddy, Sim Jin Sup. |
mean, | just thought very highly of him, and Ilstib, to this day. It's one of my
great regrets, that | didn’t get his address beiter do something about contacting
him. Even if | could find it now, | doubt that heldhve lived this long. | don’t think
their life expectancy is quite that long over there

Of course they’re doing very well now, théyt had some very hard years after the
Korean War ended.

Yes, they did. Yeah, Sim Jin Sup was justlaof a good guy. And Chin Te-Ho,
their judo champion like | say, he was quite a gulyis own right.

Did you have an opinion about some of therdROK units, the Republic of Korea
units?

Well, I tell you one thing; they sure cosldg. You ought to have heard one of
those ROK units moving up, a whole damn divisiomow through you, moving
up to their position. My God, one regiment trieota-sing another one as they go
along that road. At night, oh boy, that sound offenle damn regiment letting
loose, with all those male voices come floatinghgre. Oh, that was great. | wish
to heck | could have made a recording of that. Man.
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Did you have any encounters with South Kooealians?

Yeah, we did. A lot of them very unfortumadf course. | mean, for a long while,
they carried on what you might call a scorchedhepdlicy. Anything between their
lines and our lines, get rid of it, and then thag’thide in it or use it as a base of
operations. So a lot of times, | saw our peopl@lgag and go into a village and tell
the village elders, “You've got ten minutes to geerything out of your house and
get on the road. We're burning the whole place dbwhis thing, we did again and
again, too. | mean, this was not a rare occurrefied.boy, | mean, you always
think, What would American people do?

Were these South Koreans who were tellieig tthat they needed to evacuate?

It was us telling the South Korean civilan that village that they had to get out,
we were going to burn their village down in ten oies.

Who was actually doing the destruction efilages? Was that the American
troops?

Yeah, that would be us. Yeah. | have toiadm put the match under that thatch
and watched it go sometimes. That was it. Burnathele place down. At least |
think | took a little more pains to see that the$®was indeed empty. Oh God, one
woman—we burned her house down, and her pig was attached shed in the
back. And oh man, that pig just, of course, wasimgihell. And oh, she was trying
to get to that pig, and there was no way she cdald. Those people, they thought
it was a riot. All the other villagers, they weresympathizing with her or trying to
help her; they all—hahaha-ing. Boy, they were jasghing their ass off. That
always amazed me. | don’t know whether that's @onat characteristic or what.

| know a truck we were on was going along a mowtnd there was a line
of Korean troops on each side of the road, movimgtuvas icy, during the winter.
Or maybe that was in North Korea; | don’t know n@®ut as we went by, one of
the South Koreans fell, and his head went down utingerear four, and those rear
four wheels jusboomp-ba-boomp-ba-boompght over it. | thought the Korean
troops were going to be furious, but they were allhe lieutenant came over, he
looked, and the guy was still flopping like madcolrse. The lieutenant put his
foot under him and rolled him off the edge of th#,cand down he went, you
know. And the Koreans thought that was a riot; tiweye laughing and pointing at
him.

It could have been just as easily them.

Yeah. They thought that was a real entartgithing, though. | don’t know. If it's
their family—them or their family or their closednds—then that’s different, but if
it's somebody they’re not really acquainted witrsomething...

Well, 1 don’t want to try to psychoanalyzeationalize any of this, but South
Korea was a country that for fifty years, forty y&@ahad been occupied by the
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Japanese in a very brutal occupation. Then, ofsspaat the end of the Second
World War, they had five years of relative freedom.

Yeah, they went through a heck of a rougie t My gosh.

See any orphans? That’s always one of ifgstlgou hear about with Americans
especially, just the incredible number of orphdresdountry had.

Yeah. Of course, we weren't in one plagddag enough, but we ran into
individuals like that that probably were in thagpk. One kid stayed with us for a
while, then eventually, he was gone. I've got oimeype—oh, | don’t know where
it is now. Well, you saw him with the two littleds. | think that’'s two of the kids
that came by and just were with us for a whileodld see those whole families on
the road. Boy, old papa-san leading the way, wi#t A-frame [back pack] and all
that stuff on it, you know. My God, they could caloads.

Well, let’s turn the tables on this a litile Anything that’'s especially humorous
that you haven't told us about?

Well, no not a whole lot. (laughs) | wos&y one of the things that we did. But like
| say, you didn't just get a nice shower every day you got hot and sweaty. We
were infantry troops, and we did get hot and swaaty stinking. All at once you're
parked—parked—yeah, parked—stopped near a nic@nstoe something like
that—and you’re going to be there for awhile—wlhhg Gls got their clothes off,
and into that stream they go. Oh, that’s great.iButediately, as that happens,
somehow the word would seem to get out; the Sowutle&h civilians would start
coming, and pretty soon, on our main point of emityg the stream, boy, there’d be
like a little bazaar going on there. Little boo#iet up, and all kinds of things.
(laughs) And they’d be examining the individual @#sthey came out, you know.
“Oh, GI, tokesan Number one!”, they'd say. “Koraaan—skosh, skosh.” [little,
small] (laughter)

It sounds like all they really wanted wasrymoney, though.

Well, they knew what to do with that. | vamm what they did with it. | mean, our
money was military scrip.

It wasn't American dollars?

It was American dollars, but in scrip. lanebrightly colored bills and all that were
made for that specific purpose of not having actiedars floating around in a
country.

But apparently the Koreans were more thppyhe take military scrip.

Yeah. So | guess they knew how to conteuse it in some way.
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Here’s always a question that gets an stiageresponse: what was your favorite
C-ration or K-ration?

Oh, yeah, we had C’s, that’s right—C’s &Aidh-1's.
What is a 5-in-1?

That was a box about like that.

Two foot by—

It was a meal for five men for one day.eHwmen would get a box like that, and
they'd share it. But C-rations was our main thiagg class A rations. But man,
after you’'ve been eating C-rations as a steadyfdiesay, two or three weeks, and
then your mess hall moves up and serves you a nesth oh, everybody’s got the
Gls [diarrhea, aka Gl trots], boy. (laughter) Ohehember Sergeant McGuire
asking to take a patrol up a mountain—just a cdrgatrol. No danger, just routine
patrol: make sure the people are up there and duaivag they should. It was rainy
and drizzly. | had the Gls like mad; I'm tryingtill him, and damn it, | think he
must have thought | was trying to weasel out oirtglout a patrol. | hated to think
that he thought that of me, but oh, | didn't wamtdke... That patrol got more
breaks... (laughs) | was under that poncho... {igery) We were getting a break
about every ten minutes. They couldn’t understahg lwvas giving them so many
breaks. “Sarge, you're sure in no hurry to gethgre.” | said, “Nah, no hurry.”
(laughter)

Was mail call, getting mail, an importamghfor you?

Oh yeah, sure. Absolutely, absolutely. Wedjot that thing after Christmas from
my brother, like | was telling you. Sometimes yoget your boxes, and there’'d be
a hole in it, and you’d see where somebody haedifhrough it a little bit. But
that's okay. The cookies might be mostly fragmebtd,what the hell, they were
still edible, you know. My sister sent over a bard it was all full of clothes for the
Korean children. It had a box of fudge about likattin it—a little box of fudge—
and | was grateful as hell for the box of fudget Buoad all these children’s
clothes—ski pants, snow pants and stuff like ti#tat the hell? | gave them to
Sim Jin Sup and pointed down the hill. Sim Jin gk them down to that village,
and you could see the kids in that village weatimgse snow pants, even though
the weather was mostly over, you know.

Made them happy, | would think.

Oh, yeah. They were putting them on. Theyanhaving fun with them. | took a
patrol into a village once—talk about friction betswn the—and | noticed that one
of the young guys was wearing like their Army shediseir Army tennis shoes. |
said, “What the hell is he doing here?” | pointéwch lout; a couple of my guys took
him out and brought him up. Oh boy, the villageseddcome storming out, about
five or six of them; they were in a semi-circledgnonsense jabbering) none of us
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knew what the hell the other was saying. But | knénad somebody that had
contact with the military there. What was he ddnigjng in that village. | was

going to have his ass taken and interrogated. Taotkfor Sim Jin Sup. Sim Jin
Sup got to talking to them. They were going to rosh and | had to put a couple
rounds in the ground. They jumped back when | &, tof course. Sim Jin Sup
was listening to them, and he says, “Oh, Sergeante he in South Korean

Army. He get bang-bang, and he have to come hom&kidy; North Korean bang-
bang him.” And | says, “Ooh, ooh.” As soon as bs&Doh,” like that, all those
guys that were facing me stopped; they realizetlthaddenly had the realization. |
bowed to them, and off they all went. So | turnedpatrol around and all went on
down the mountain. But the guy’s mother came cug;\salked alongside me about
halfway down that damn hill, and she’s patting melwe ass all the way. (nonsense
jabbering) She says, “Aw, you good boy.”

Well, for a moment there, you had her slifie¢’sn your hands.

Yeah, | did. | was going to take his asskbadwanted to find out more about him. |
knew he had something to do with the military, deatwwas he doing there? He
looked healthy to me. But what Sim Jin Sup sayledhad gone to the military and
been wounded and sent back. So she’'d pat me asshall the way down the hill
there.

When you got back to the States, what waueigptentions long-term, career-wise?

Well, I still was thinking military caredrthink if they’d have sent me to Germany
at that time, | just might have done that. Therytloeind out | didn’t get
embarrassed in front of troops, that | could gebn stage and put on a class or
do things like that, why, they started using ma. &wshile | was giving infantry
basic at Aberdeen Proving Ground. Of course, kithiknew a lot of things that |
could show them that they needed to know about #mat that went real well. But
then they found out | had the ability to instriantd they started using me on that;
then finally they moved me to Instruction Committéée formed a 5th Battalion—
they were putting so many people through theraeg¢-e-and from then on, that
seemed to be my whole Army career; | was just alrsgtly an instructor. The
way it went on, it just wasn’t sort of handled watlAberdeen. | decided, Hey, |
don’t want to stay with this, so | did go ahead #ailce my discharge about a month
late.

How many years did you have, then? Three?

Oh, yeah, | just had about three and, adltfle over—just a little extended time
that I—

When were you discharged?

It would have been ten October—well, it wasven quite a month. Okay, | think
it was ten October. | went in thirteen Septembe, anly extended it to ten
October, | think.
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Of 1952.
Yeah, right.

And very, very briefly—because we’ve beethigtfor a while, now—what did you
do with the rest of your life?

Well, | came home, and | beat around fgear, working at Allis-Chalmers, doing
things like that, buying a car, stuff like that.efhl thought I still had too many wild
hairs up my old rear, so | thought, What to do n&e7 made a list of all the
biggest cities in the country, and it came dowNé&w York and New Orleans. |
said, “Where do | want to go?” and | picked New K.dBo | found a school in New
York that | thought would be a good one: Pierced®tlof Radio and Television.
Off I went to New York City, packed up my car andmwout there. | lived there for
two years; that’'s where | met the ex-Bostonian wghapstairs right now, who was
living in New York. Her mother and father had diedd so she was living with an
aunt in New York.

And what's her name?

Oh, Barbara. Barbara Geary Goulet.
What was her maiden name?
Barbara Geary.

How do you spell that?

G-e-a-r-y. One hundred percent Irish. Badke sixteenth century or so, it was the
O’Garra, which split into the Gearys and the O’Hara

We don’t need to go too much into that.gtes)

Just for the fun of it, | looked some dditip when | was in her home area in
Ireland.

But somewhere along the process you cankedatnois.

Yeah. Well, like | say, having met her aandposed and been accepted,then
thinking, Do | want to bring a family up in New YloCity? New York City was
great. Boy, it was a lot of fun. I loved it. Domjéet me wrong there; it was great—
for a bachelor. We always had something to do. Eveen we were flat broke,
there was plenty to do in New York. Our favoritaqd, one of them, was the Hotel
Astor. We'd go to a movie or something, and therdwg®e to the Hotel Astor—and
they loved us there. They wouldn't give us a cqebarge] or anything. We could
come in and sit at their tables; we made a nic@lecand filled up the tables, you
know what | mean, with big bands and Ted Weems &xtch. Great courting in
New York, except taking her home. God, she liveg e hell out in Long Island.
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| had to get on that damn subway, and it took noaiahn hour and a half to get her
out there and get back.

It doesn’t sound quite as hairy, thougheading a patrol to find the Chinese.

That's true. That's amazing, how many dattieey had me lead. | don’t know why.
I mean, | wasn’t near the ranking man. But of ceutley weren’t going to give
many to the platoon sergeant. He was our ex-cdlak] kay. You know, they found
out | could do it. | remember | led a patrol ontes guy came scuttling out of the
house, a little old Korean man, and “Oh.” “What?28 Randed me a piece of paper,
and it said, “This man is a member of Rice’s Rad®iease listen to what he has to
tell you.” He had to tell me all in Korean, butddSim Jin Sup there, fortunately;
he was able to talk to him. This guy was tryingeibme about an ambush up
ahead, where there was a large group of Chinesthadés to him, | was able to
take the patrol a different way; | got to my objeet and | came in behind the
Chinese. The Chinese scattered out of there; #fegll their equipment,
everything, behind. (laughs) So it was due to #md of course, then, after he did,
he folded that back up and—where did he have ddn@ | forget now. | don’t
remember where he had that hidden. But he scuitlel into his house after that.

Well, let’s get you back to the States adaiieh you end up using the Gl Bill?
Yeah. Yeah, | got my degree, actually,len@l Bill.

Where’d you go to school?

Sangamon State. [University, later Uniuvgref Illinois - Springfield]
What did you major in?

Management, actually.

Sangamon State?

Yeah.

Sangamon State didn't start until the séa®nt

Yeah.

When did you go to college, then, Bernie?

Well, | did my basic stuff at Lincoln Lan€Community College] | took one year at
Lincoln Land, and then | said, “This is going tdovgly.” He said, “Well, we’ve got
an examination called the CLEP, and you can agtg&lp a year of college if you
can pass that.” That was a good deal, so | did Lll@EtEP-ed a year and went over
to Sangamon State then. But when [ first went tecbin Land, it was still Plywood
U out there near the Heritage House.[a smorgagiestdurant]
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What year would that be?

Oh boy. That's hard to say. | was in thedree by then and doing the Post Office
bit, too.Then | started with Lincoln Land. | casdy what year that was, though. |
could look on my diploma upstairs for SangamoneStat

Late sixties, early seventies?

I'd have to look at that Sangamon Statéodia to see when | finally got a degree.
Then I've been going ever since, of course. | mé&atake one class or another.

What did you do for a living when you caraek?

Well, for a year, | went back to Allis-Chadrs, and then I tried three years at
Weaver'’s, [Weaver Manufacturing] since | was in fhetory habit. Then | thought,
“Why am | doing this and getting filthy daily. Owé the boss’s sons at Weaver’s
was saying, “Oh, I'm getting out of this factory.dim going to the Post Office. |
think my name’s coming up on their exam. It's a@daing, because they're giving
a new exam before long.” | said, “Oh, are they?’(l8aghs) | hired in right after
him. He’'d been waiting three years. He was abautdhkt one on the old list, and |
was the top one on the new list, so | hired righafter him.

How long did you stay with the Post Office?

Well, counting my three years active Arrhlgad thirty-five years. Thirty-two,
actually, in their counting. Well, in my countingwas thirty-five counting that.

Well, you've given us a ton of great matenmthe Korean War. | want to go back
and ask you just a few general questions and letrgfhect on things in kind of a
broader scale, if you will. We’'ll finish up that ywaDo you think your service and
the sacrifice you made in Korea was justified?

Yeah, sure. Korea’s one of the few friemdsve got over there now. Yeah, they're
a friendly nation still over there that likes us.

So it was worth everything that you andpnaple you saw and worked with over
there—in a lot of cases, sounds like they paidithimate price—it was worth it?

Yeah, | think it did. We saved a country.
How did being in Korea change you?

It grows you up, without a doubt. | meafterayou’ve wasted a bunch of people,
you just don’t look at things the same anymore. Yeseen friends of yours die,
which is inevitable. It's just bound to make a dince in you, but the difference,
of course, is how you let it affect you. My wife sars I've got Post-Traumatic
Stress Syndrome, and | swear | don't.
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Why does she say that?

| don’t know. I'll say something or do satim@g, and she swears I'm affected by
everything that’'s happened in some way. | don’tvinBut she seems to think | do.
Like I say, I don’t think | do. Well, of course,dlbattle rattle you have right after
an instant, of course, is much different than loaugge Post-Traumatic Stress
Syndrome.

“Battle rattle”: describe what you meanhmgt.t

Well, okay, just as an example, (laugh® ohour guys went out there. It was cold
as hell sitting out there; he’s on an outpost pmsjtso he took his sleeping bag out
with him and sat in that sleeping bag. Hey, thas waetty comfortable. He pulled it
up over his shoulders, too, and pulled it up ovehlead, finally, and he’s just
sitting there. Next thing he knows, he wakes up, there’s three Chinese soldiers
standing there with their rifles all pointing atrhi(laughs) Well, one burp gun
[Chinese sub-machine gun] and two rifles. So henptty went back to sleep.
(laughs) He passed right out. The next thing hensaohey’re waking him up and
putting a little snow on his face, slapping himye&o he gets up, they hand him
his rifle, (laughs) and he takes them up the Imdl Brings them in. “I've got three
prisoners,” he says. (laughter) The Chinese werghiag, and they were talking
with Chin Te-Ho, | think it was, and told him wHhaappened. And oh hell, he let
the story out. This guy is sitting by the fire. NBpd, you know—

Just shaking.
Yeah, he had battle rattle bigger than, lyell know.

So he was shaking not because he was fydazibecause he was just shook by
this ordeal.

Yeah, he was just shook. He had the btttk bigger than hell. (laughs) A guy
could get it after being shelled a whole bunch,ftom something like that, you
know. But one big scare, man.

Those Chinese must have been pretty eagerremder.

Yeah, yeah, that’s all they wanted to deeyfwanted to get out of it. They’d read
some of that stuff, | guess.

Some of the propaganda leaflets.
Right.

What were your thoughts about the Vietham &kid about all the protesting going
on about the Vietham War?
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Well, it was always very ambiguous. | waswnire. | hadn’t really sounded it out.
Then as far as | could see, the Tet Offensive, iNgretnam just about shot their
wad during that. After the Tet Offensive | thougld were really in very good
shape to carry on the war, but public opinion masleull out of it. | always sort of
resented that: the fact that we were made to lagardy the public opinion poll
there.

But you told me earlier that you were ok@h & stalemate in Korea rather than a
victory.

Yeah, because to pull off a victory, weal/d had to fight against tremendously
dug-in Chinese troops; they were really dug indsbly that time. It would have
been very costly to take those key places; thegicelundoubtedly been doing
massive offenses to try to regain territory thatytlost. So | don’t think it would
have been worth it in that case.

Well, since that time, especially in thé fasty or forty years in the American
consciousness, World War Il has always loomed large. Vietham has always
been something that Americans—for good or ill—krewd argue about a lot,
discuss a lot; part of our identity is the Vietn®ar. But Korea'’s been flat-out
forgotten.

That'’s right. Exactly.
What's your response to that?

Well, that sort of irritates me. The reastimnk that it's forgotten is, we were
successful in what we wanted to do in the firstglavhich is keep the North
Koreans from taking over South Korea. We were ssgfcéin that. South Korea’'s
our friend. They're a very productive country n@md | think that's one of the
reasons it’s not talked about. They're a productioentry; so is Japan; so is this
and that. You know—why worry about them? The ormswant to talk about are
the ones that’s a danger to you, like North Kohéau’ll talk about North Korea
and its nuclear ambitions and whether Kim Jongithks what the hell he’s doing,
or whether he really is sick now and able to goyerrwhether he’s been replaced
by a committee. Hell, we don’t know; they're sorstiwe, those poor people. Boy.

But | would guess that’s part of why yowoeproud of what you accomplished for
South Korea, because it's a completely differecietyg now.

Yeah, that's right. Yeah, they had sora alictator in there at the time.
Syngman Rhee.

Syngman Rhee. Right. Now they've got atgrgbod democratic society. | think
really we can use that as an example to say: $esctacy does work in some
other places where it hasn’'t been for 100 or 2Gse
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Or 1,000 years.
Yeah, right.
Well, do you have any countries in mind wy@un say that?

Well, it's worked pretty well in Greece aBdgland. Of course, England’s a
monarchy, but they’re a constitutional monarchg. iéally a democracy.

| don’t want to put words in your mouth héngt the experiment we're going
through right now in terms of trying to impose daemazy, if you will, is in Iraq, of
course, and also in Afghanistan.

Yeah, | don’t know whether that’'s goingo® so successful, because | don’'t know
if they want that. | mean, if they want a Muslinatst, why, they’re almost bound to
be ruled by a theocracy or the mullahs. It's hargdt away from that, because
that’s just sort of a tenet.

Do you think it was different in South Koesal what their ambitions were when
you were there?

Well, yeah. Yeah, South Korea: really, theyot a big oil-producing thing or
anything like that; they're just people that wamtdin their farms and get along in
the world, you know. They don’t have any far-reaghambitions. But now they
found out they can have them. They found out tlayhke a productive, industrial
powerhouse.

They certainly are today.
Yeah, and that's made a hell of a diffeeenc

Well, here’s the last question, for you thy@mur opportunity, Bernie, to pass on
some wisdom to future generations about everytiinglearned, not just in Korea,
but in your life. What nutshell of wisdom would ypass on?

Well, I think we have to realize that thare times when this country can really
help out another country, and it's worth it. But ave to choose very carefully
what kind of conflicts we’re going to get intoldtoks to me like the Iraqi conflict
may have been a poorly chosen one. The one betivedttutus and the Tutsis
would have been another very poor one to get Biv | think in a lot of cases,
we’re just... Not that we had a hell of a casuaky il Irag. What did we lose,
something like 4,300?

Well, it’s still an ongoing process, bus gkomewhere between 4,300 and 4,500
right now.

Yeah, something like that. My God, durihgttfirst Chinese offensive, | think
Eighth Army lost that in about three or four dagse. all things are relative, | guess.
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Then, you think: What is 4,300 to us? Then thinkvmany Iragis could also be
added to that list, and you think: Was it reallyrthat for us to get in to remove

Saddam Hussein, who admittedly was an evil man?tWas our intelligence? It
looks like Bush and company wanted so bad to belibat intelligence that they
didn’t really properly evaluate it.

Any words of wisdom for your kids, sinceythe probably going to be listening to
this, or your grandkids?

Well, I hope that my kids will always bexdy—if the need really arises—to be
ready to fight for their country and back their nby up in what it's doing. But

then we come to the thing—do we have the abilitytlge? Were all the people
that fled to Canada during the Vietham War rightvoong? They made a judgment.
| tend to think that we just don’t have all thearrhation to make a judgment on
those things. We have to sort of go along with whatcountry’s doing. Lord

knows the country has never been a really impstialone, so maybe we should
stay with their thinking.

Well, Bernie, we've had about five hoursntérview. You probably didn’t realize
we’ve been talking that long. Three hours today avahours before—two-plus
hours before—

(laughs) Oh, for heaven’s sakes.

—so0 we've got plenty for people to reflettmthe future. There’ve been some
wonderful stories, some great reflections. You'v@naged to make this come to
life in the discussions we’ve had. Any final comrseon your part before we close
this off?

In some ways, | consider myself one ofgbeple who got off very easy as far as
combat goes, considering how intense it was in sam@as. But it's good that that
isn’t going to be lost and that it doesn’t become forgotten war, literally. I'm very
grateful and happy to see what you're doing heth this.

Well, it's certainly been a pleasure for Bexnie. Thank you very much.
Well, thank you from this side, too.

Okay.

(end of interview)

Interview with Bernie Goulet

# VRK-A-L-2009-001.03
Interview # 3: June 11, 2009
Interviewer: Mark DePue
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DePue: Today is Thursday, June 11, 2009. My nariviar& DePue; I'm the Director of
Oral History at the Abraham Lincoln Presidentidbdary. We are back once
again with Bernie Goulet because Bernie and |zedlthere were a couple
stories that we have left out of the narrative tieatly did need to be captured. So
we are back for just a couple quick narratives Meny important ones, from what
we can tell.

What we wanted to start with—you had done a verydgob of explaining
what had happened up in the Chosin Reservoir ahea wou were in the 31st
Regiment of the 7th Infantry Division.

Goulet:  Right.
DePue: And had expressed that your particular capapdhat was A Company?—
Goulet:  Yes.

DePue: —had not really seen any action at allfhmitB Company, the sister company,
had. | know that there is a little bit more thatiywanted to say about that.

Goulet:  Yeah. We were just fortunate. A Company leéishehind at the [Chosin]
reservoir. Really, it was a necessary job. We wpertan a blocking position in
case the Chinese should come from another diredtfienwere left behind, and
no one did come that way, So we never saw actitimeadctual reservoir fight.

But B Company, our sister company, was assignecdelé\e the day after the
reservoir fighting started—when the Marines nee@@&aforcement very
desperately up at Hagaru-ri. Chesty Puller sentditile task force: Task Force
Drysdale, it was called, after the British commaneadio was the senior man on
the little task force. It was a not a huge taskdobut it had several hundred men
in it—about 600, | believe 600 to 900—somethirkg lihat.

DePue: You've got down here, the 1st Marines, B @amy of the 31st, and the 41st
Independent Commandos of the British Royal Marines.

Goulet:  Right.
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This is not to be confused with Task FoéhF

No, no; they were over in the east sidéhefreservoir. These people were sent up
specifically to help the Marines at Hagaru; thegaex reinforcement very badly.
Okay, I'm sorry | can’t remember this strengthhink it was something like 900
men. They were ambushed. They went out shootingeiChinese just great;
they had quite a few tanks with them and everytleisg. But about midway
between Koto-ri and Hagaru, they were ambushechizt we came to call
Hellfire Valley. A large Chinese force ambushednhtdere, and they knocked
out a truck right about in the middle of the conyibgplit the convoy as a
result—split the task force. The orders had bedmenithey left, that they would
stop for nothing, because the Marines desperatdged that reinforcement. So
the front part of the convoy went on, and the baalk was stopped.

They had to really get out of their trucks—sinceythvere stopped there—and
get into the landscape, the hills, and engage ttieeSe. They fought till they

were down to just a few rounds of ammunition. Ten€se commander told

them they had ten minutes to surrender, or theyldvost wipe them out
completely. So they took it under advisement, ey did surrender. It was just a
few Marines from the headquarters, the British C@ndos, and B Company. So
they did surrender at that time; they became gdatteopeople missing from B
Company.

But one guy didn’t leave the trucks when everydse did. One guy, Populo
his name was, sort of huddled down in the trucksehNobody knew he was
there until the next morning when the Chinese chyn® loot the trucks. They
found_Populgstill in the truck with his feet pretty badly fraétten. So they took

Populoout of the trucks, and into a little hut that weesr there and set him in

front of a fire and took his boots off and driedlanassaged his feet for him and
fed him. And (laughs) later on, they brought hincloto our lines and let him go.
So_Populowvas very fortunate in that respect.

Well, the Chinese were in a good mood. For onagthimey had looted the
Christmas presents in the truck going up to Hagamd,there was also a PX truck
there. From what | understand, that whole areacwmasred with Hershey bar

wrappers and Tootsie Roll and Dentyne gum wrapipens the Chinese party
when they found that PX truck. (laughs) Why, | ¢dosthme them, | guess. So
they did get the supplies that would have beereatgnorale boost to the Marines

up at Hagaru. Populoimself was in fairly decent shape except for bestfLike |
say, they did what they could for him and then éarhim over to us. Since there

was only nine people accounted for of B Compangraftat fight—only nine

people left to go back to soldiering again—theynditky to reconstitute B
Company from the survivors. They just sent theisorg out to miscellaneous
units, and Populoame to our unit. | have what | believe is him icoaiple
pictures. He was just a bit of a quiet little gagpd he’s the little guy—

And that'’s the picture that we have scammedyour collection here.

Yeah.
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He’s the one on the top row, here?

Yeah, uh-huh. Yeah, he was a quiet littlg, @nd | guess that experience made
him even quieter. (laughs) | don’t know.

It's an amazing story, and especially angalzécause the Chinese released him.
Considering what happened to all of the prisondrs weren't released by the
Chinese and North Koreans, he had to feel likegbsut the luckiest guy going.

Yeah, no kidding. He might have got in vatlgroup that was feeling real good
after looting that PX truck or something. They wprebably in a good mood
after that, and he was just fortunate. The pedyaewere getting to those trucks
up at the east side of the reservoir were not nélaakt hospitable, of course. They
killed the survivors, set their trucks on fire, extling else, at the east side of the
reservoir. So Populwas fortunate. He stayed with us the rest of tme ti was
there.

The other story that | know you wanted loahout—and maybe there’s more
than one story that deals with Captain Willeke.

Yeah, Captain Willek@as my sort of a mentor in a way. He wasn’t consslip
my mentor, but | followed his actions very closely.

What was your relationship with him? Whas Wis position?
Well, he was my company commander.
Okay, so he was A Company commander.

Right. Yeah, he took over after Captain dayas hit there. We were losing
company commanders at a fairly good rate. Finalifekg) took over, and he did
a lot to raise the morale of the company. Underdvjayur morale was not all that
high. In fact, it was pretty low. But when Willekeok over, why, for instanc,
we’d go and do a long combat patrol or something dpggone mountain;
Willeke would stop us halfway up there and get us all aslaand talk to us. e'd
tell us, Oh, we should have a more positive atéittavard things, and be sure
that we knew we were going to live through it aed lgack home and tell war
stories about it and all that. He says he darnlsadeto survive, because his
brother—I think it was, back in Ohio—was going taykall the drinks if he could
get back there, so he darn sure was going to urlzittle stories like that made
us feel good about things.

Well, some guys were always thinking they were gdmbe the next ones to
get it, but if you had a good, firm outlook like Mgke did and like Willeke

helped instill in us, why, it helped. | know we wean a big fight up on Hill 364,
and | lost better than half the platoon. Oh, | wigihe platoon leader; | was just a
rifleman when we went into the fight, and | end@dassistant platoon sergeant.
So you can go up real quick when you're in thosel kaf things. But | remember
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coming back down that hill after that fight—oh, tkavhere | told you had that
duel with that field piece.

Yeah, yeah.

Yeah, yeah. We lost better than half tleéqgain on that. But coming back down
after, Willekewas standing to the side, and he wasn’t avoidiegguys; he was
standing right there to the side and greeting gaghas he came by going back
down that hill. I came by, was wearing two helrmaatd carrying three rifles. You
know, you don’t leave that stuff laying around e field for the other people to
use; you take it with you. That’s the only way igsing to get down there to a
collecting point, is for guys to carry extra ongs.| was loaded down, and
Willeke just said, “That was a hell of a good job thereagdsoulet.” That’'s how
| got my Bronze Star on, by the way. Damn, | feligpod, that coming from him,
why, | just perked right up. My morale was a littlewn because we hadn’t
captured the dadgum hill yet; another company bagbtand move through us—
we were shot up too bad, so they moved through usHfeey took it. But oh, by
gosh, he just raised my morale 100%, just with kiti&¢ remark there.

He would put himself in danger’'s way. We hadn’tié&eed on; we had just a
little light resistance. We were going up thislfrand all at once, this mortar fire
started coming, pretty heavy mortar fire. Everybbdythe dirt, naturally.
Willekejumped up and says, “You can’t stay here in thistexdire. They've got
this area registered in. We've got to move outexeli He jumped up, and it was
just like that doggone thing down at Fort Benningpe-infantry officer saying,
“Follow me.”—and he did. He says, “Follow me” anavg that hand motion, and
damn, | jumped right up in a flash, and | was rigith him; then the other people
started coming, and we start moving out of there.

But as we moved out of there, there was a bunker ow the right that was so
beautifully camouflaged we didn’t even see it. Tifiesd a burp gun there, and
they put four burp gun slugs, right across Capi¥illeke’s chest there. | was
only about, oh, three or feet behind him. Both ®fnent down, of course. | hit the
ground, and he did, of course. His boots were maltt kicking the dust right in
my face; we were right together there. | somehoemkhe was hit very bad, that |
wasn’t going to be able to put a first aid packesa@mething on him, because the
boots made the instinctive motions to try to getthpn they just sort of beat a
little tattoo on the earth and stopped, and | khewvas gone. So then we spent
the next hour or so furiously trying to get the gulyat got him. Of course then,
people got all mixed up, but | think we probably ggem. | just couldn’t believe
that. | sort of thought of him as just about indedtible, | guess. But he died, like
| say, as a hero, getting us out of that mortardind moving us out up the trail.
So he did his best, and he succeeded at what hdoirag but it cost him his life.

That was June 7, 19517
Right, mm-hmm.

That was towards the end of your tour, tien.still had a couple months to go?
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Yeah, that's right. | only had a couplentins to go, then.
Which suggests that he'd seen a heck afad &ction by that time, too.

Oh, he had. We’d been through severalt hBuwvas one of the few people that
we had as a commander who would show a knowledgtaiegy. We tried to
take one hill one time, and we lost several pedplag it. That's where | got my
little wound. A grenade bounced down the hill andl g few fragments in me. He
saw we were losing men, so he pulled back. By goskead of going up the front
way, why, he went around on the flank and initisaefthnking movement that just
caught them completely by surprise and took us gkr the objective there.
Nobody else had seemed to do that before him,tmatdvas good to see: that an
infantry officer can use his mind and save peoplesing the right strategy.

Where was he from originally?
Cook County. Evidently, he was a Chicagmma
Well, you’'ve mentioned Ohio, as well.

Well, he said his brother, I think, wasdhio, and he was going over there
because his brother was going to buy the drinkswhieegot back. | always
wished that I'd have called his people and mayldeés people, and let them
know the circumstances people died in because| Bk, it was heroic. | don’t
know whether he got a medal or not. They didn’egive troops the information
then. It was all so durn... A closed circuit.

That's one of the ironies when you're intkéa@ombat like that. So many of the
people who did heroic deeds, who deserve thingskiad of lost because you're
busy just trying to survive.

Yeah, that's exactly right. Yeah, you jd&tin’t hear about it afterwards. They
didn’t give the enlisted men any feedback, andssa eesult, we stopped giving
them very much.

Well, I'm thrilled that you took the timetda tell these two additional stories.
It's obvious why you wanted to tell these two steribecause they tell us so much
about the nature of combat, about how sometimes d@pens is just fate.

That's about it.

One soldier is released instead of goirautir two or three years as a POW, and
the chances of surviving that were oftentimes shmd on the other side, you
have such a heroic figure who died so tragically.

Yeah, he got us out of that mortar firkndw we’d have taken a lot of casualties

if we just stayed right in there. But he got us imgvHe was just like that Fort
Benning thing: “Follow me,” he hollered.
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DePue: The Fort Benning statue. Thank you, Be#Aug.final comments?

Goulet:  No, that’s it. | hope this is useful andimi@ns some of the history of our so-
called Forgotten War there.

DePue: You've already started to make an impacdhahin terms of some of the stories
that we’'ve been able to get out to the public oaryzarticular narrative.

Goulet:  Oh, good.
DePue: Thank you, Bernie.
Goulet:  Okay, thank you, Mark.

(end of interview)
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