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Abstract  
Debra Reid, Oral History of IL Agriculture, AIS-V-L-2008-091 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Debra Reid was born in Chester, 

Illinois on July 2, 1960. Debra grew up on a small 200-acre farm that her father and mother 

had purchased five years prior to her birth. Her family was involved in numerous aspects of 

agriculture, including chicken egg production, feeding out cattle, hogs, and some corn and 

soybeans. When Debra was in high school, her parents decided they needed to have a steady 

income to supplement the farm, so Debra’s mother went to work in a factory. In the end, 

Debra’s parents could not take care of the farm due to their age and eventually had to sell the 

cattle, which was described by Debra as “a sad day for the whole family”.  

  

Debra’s rural youth helped her focus her research in her academic carrier. Debra is a 

historian and has worked in numerous living history farms across the United States and in 

Denmark. She has focused much of her studies on the history of agriculture, especially as it 

has been practiced in Illinois. Debra shares her impressions on why Illinois is a special place 

for agriculture, pointing to the transportation systems, the different types of land and soil, and 

the different waves of immigrants.  

 

Subject Headings/Key Words Candling Eggs; Diversified Farming; Illinois 

Agricultural History;  

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is 

a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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