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Abstract
Rose Moser, Immigrant Stories, IM-A-L-2016-012

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Martha Roswitha (Rose) Russler
was born in October, 1944 in Auerbach, Germany, and while she has some memories of
World War I, her childhood was mostly spent under the Communist regime in East Germany.
Her father was a soldier in the Wehrmacht during the war, but never returned home, and her
mother eventually remarried. The memories of her years behind the Iron Curtain during the
Cold War are much more vivid, including working on a collective farm during the summer. In
1960 Rose’s parents decided to flee to West Germany. They purchased train tickets from their
home in the south to the Baltic Sea, then got off the train in Berlin and walked across the
border into West Berlin. (The Berlin Wall was built in 1961.)

Rose met her future husband, Donald L. Moser, while he was stationed in West Germany
during the Cold War. They were married in 1963 and moved to the United States in 1965.
Settling in St. Louis, Rose and her husband raised their two sons. In September, 1970 she
became a U.S. citizen. They moved to Springfield, Illinois in 1973, where Rose was a wife,
mother, friend, employee as well as a college student, later a college graduate, and now a
grandmother and great-grandmother. While she has maintained family contacts back in
Germany, often making trips to her homeland, she proudly calls herself an American today.

Subject Headings/Key Words: World War Il; Communism in East Germany;
Collectivization of Farm Property; Cold War; ‘Father’ Joseph Stalin; Education in East
Germany; post-war resettlement in Germany; discrimination; emigration from Germany to the
United States; naturalization; becoming an American citizen; American College Education;
employment opportunities in America for immigrants

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial
purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701. Telephone
(217) 785-7955



