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DePue: Today is Friday, March 3, 201Rly name is Mark DePue, the Director of
Oral History with the Abraharhincoln Presidential LibraryAnd today |
have the pleasurd mterviewing Marvin armer.Good morning, Marvin.

Farmer: How are you, sirMark?

DePue: | am very goodN o w |l want to explain one thin
a little bit hard of hearing, arenot vy

Farmer: Very hard of hearing.

DePue: But as we get into your miltarystr y, wedl | di scover why

hearing, okay?

Farmer: Okay.

DePue: But that wild/ be why that this sounds
than normal.

Farmer: Okay.

DePue: | always like to start, Mr. Farmer, with when and where you were born.
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Farmer: Okay, Mark.l was born on a farm near Waverly, June 19, 1924, and |
dondt know what time it was. (laugh)
DePue: T h a prazise enouglbo you know how your family ended up in

Waverly, Illinois?

Farmer: No. | think they are originally out of Kentlg, and they came up to, if |
recall, a very small farming community callBder Station.And they
lived in that general area, probably four or five miles from Wayéoly
most of their life.

DePue: What was your father doing for a living?

Farmer: Well, as far as | can remember, frdike for years on, he farmednd this
was, of course, durintpe depressigrprobably about 1930, something
like that.And | think he had about four or five horses, maybe a couple of
cows, and maybe eight or ten hogs, anevadickens Thatwas about it.

But the economyvas really at an atimelow.And i f | 6m not mi st
think corn, at that time, was sellifigr about eight cents a bush8b it
wasnodét Il ong till, you know, he just <co

more, so he forced himseiitd having a closingut sale And | remember
that closingout saleThe thing | remembeaiboutthe sale, | was eating
wieners, and | thought they were really good. (laugh)

DePue: Do you remember the year that he had to sef out

Farmer: Oh, as | saypefore, | think it vas around 1930, possibly 1932. don 6t
know.

DePue: Well, 1930, you would have been just gearsold at the time.

Farmer: Yeah.

DePue: Is that one of your earliest memories?

Farmer: Well, probably one of my eaglst memories was sitting on a storm cellar

outside the house. | had a dog named Bob, and | was looking right at him,
andl was kind of tantalizing him. waslooking right at him in the nose,

and mydagd ay s, A D o nub ltsortafdgndreld eyt dadind d&d it
anyway, and thadog bit me right in the nos8o | do remember that

pretty well. (laugh)

DePue: Was your fatherds farm foreclosed, or

Farmer: No,lreallyd ondt t hi nk hlgustthinkrhewas frabably f a r m.
renting it. And the animals that he had, he just sold those at public auction,
but it wasnét a foreclosure.
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DePue: So he does that right at the heightlud depression. What did your father
do after that?

Farmer: Well, we moved then to another farm where my dad wemtork for a
farmer, the farmer gave him $30 a montte also had a house to live in.
He had two hogs for meat for the year, and he could keep two dozen
chickens, and he c@tuhave the milk from one cov&o that was what he
did for the next couplegthreeor fouryears, as far as | can remember.

DePue: Thirty dollars a month.

Farmer: Thirty dollars a month.

DePue: How many children did he have at that time?

Farmer: He hadfour children, three daughterand | was a baby.

DePue: So you were the youngest tbie four?

Farmer: | was the youngest of the tribe, yeah.

DePue: Was your father, by chance, a World War | veteran?

Farmer: No, he was not. My two unclesweMy mot her 6 s br ot her s we
Warl. He was expecting to go anyt i me, but

DeRue: What do you remember about those very early yeattseafepression?

Any stories that you recall from those times?

Farmer: Well, I do remember that very seldom would we tgetown to buy any
groceriesAnd there was one grocery stahat wasn a smdl truck out
through the countryside, and you could buy fritwatt truck.You could
buy stuff like coffee and salt and canned corn, stuff like that. And if you
didndét have the money, t heohickersul d t ake
or eggs, or anything'hey would take that in payment of the groceries that

you bought.

DePue: Where did you go to school in those early years?

Farmer: Well, my first school was a school call€burch e c k, Dh-ad, 6 s G
Gourdneck. And | wenbtschookiil the second gradénd then when we
moved, I moved to another scHool and i

guess it was probably abauto miles from where we lived. | do
remembemy dad one time hooking up a team of horses and taking me
andmy sister to school on a sle@ind it was colder than the dickens, but
he got us there on a sled.

DePue: Does that mean most of the time you walked to school?
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Farmer: Oh, yes. Nine times out of ten, if not more, we walked to school, yeah.
DePue: And this was a oreoom school?

Farmer: Chgp mands Poi ntlcoghool, yeah.
DePue: How many grades in that one class?

Farmer: | think in my particular class, | think we hag, but in the whole school,

there was only probably abofifteen. So you were ithere.You were
exposed to alltheclassl f you didndét want to do an

just | i st egoingtonsormeplace alsk. {ldughk
DePue: When you were getting older, did that mean you were helping to teach the
young kids?
Farmer: |l 6m sorry, sir.
DePue: When you were a little biblder, were you helping teach the younger kids?
Farmer: No, no, | never did help. | do remember one incidethe springtime
The first one out of school at recess saw a smakeAnd someone sajd
fOh, | et 6 s O#are another ane df thegikasaysiiWell, a snake

dondt h aoAead thisothel kel gaysiOh yes it doeslf you get

him hot exough, his legs will come 0GtSo wegot some sticks artad a
little fire going, and somebody held trenake over that little fireBut you
know, that snake never did get his legs,duit we finally burnedhim to a

crisp. (laugh) (cough

DePue: Did you have to do chores at the school?
Farmer: Wel |, | didndét have to keeraehor es, exce
something like thaBut us smallboysy ou know, Jookingr e al way

for physical activity And this schoolhouse saon a corner, and the roads
by it were all mudThere was no oiliothem.Somebody got the ide&at

we should draghat road down and make it smooth. And somebody made
us sortof like a dragand then they recruited hors@$ey recruited all the
young loys to pull that (laugh) dragVe thought it was fun, but they were
really making slaves of us. (laugh)

DePue: Was there indoor plumbing at the school?

Farmer: No, no. As far batrooms, there was nonEhere was a toilet outside on
the far corner of the back of the schoo| witcourse, ae for boys, and
one for girls.And | remember one timwe had a Halloween contelist.
took my <c¢l| ot he sroamanddtessedtikleveomané n 6s r e st
come back in, and | won the prize that year for Halloween. (laugh)
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DePue: | assume you had no indoor plumbing at home, either.

Farmer: No, I never had no electricity till | think | was a sophomore in high school.
It was dl by kerosene lamp3.henwe finally got a little bit of electricity
in the house, and what that wagsjust one lamp hangingoavn in the
middle of each roomAnd there was no wall switches, or nothing like that.

We didndét have any other electrical th
DePue: Did you eentually move to town?
Farmer: Yeah.When | was in the fourth grade, | movedia Waverly, andhen |

wert to the Waverly grade schodt.was around Christmas tim@henwe
lived in that house until | went into therAy.

DePue: Do you think you got a gabeducation in that or@om schoolhouse?

Farmer: Wel |, | candt remember really what | |
becausavhen | eventually went in therAy, | had a very high 1Q score.
And | had to get that education from someplace, so $gseme of it
came from that grade school. (laugh)

DePue: And some of it came from where you went to high school.

Farmer: Oh, yes.

DePue: And | assume that was Waverly High School?

Farmer: Yes.

DePue: Was the family religiousBid you go to church?

Farmer Wel | |, | &Myl nsoany atnhdi sdbad wasndét particul.

found that if you wanted to meet girls, you better go to church, so | went
to two or three different churches. | wentBaptist Church. | went to
Methodist Church. | went tahard-shell Baptist Church, and the girls
were all pretty there. (laugh)

DePue: What, at the Baptist Church, or all the churches?

Farmer: All the churches, yealso r eal | vy, |l candét say, as |
| just kind of made the rounds. (laugh)

DePue: Did you have some chores growing up, while you lived on the farm?

Farmer: Well, | can renember some of the chord&ecausecoal was so expensive,
you just couldndét af f outinahogdatwperemuc h o f
they fed the hogs whole earbcorn Thehogs would eat this corn off the
ears, of ourse, and leave the cob thefben | would pick up these cobs
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and probably take them back to someplace where they could dry out a bit
more and eventually, get them ithe louse where we could buthem.

And, of course, one of the things | really liked to do was to hunt foremdd
henods nest s Ofcwautse youcoutd tum thénaimtanmoney,

next time the grocery truck conby, (laugh)sol liked to do that.

Were you selling the hener were you selling the eggs?

Selling the eggs, yeah.

Any other stories abotlhe depression that stays with you today?

Well, | can say this, thaty dad, wherwe lived in town, he had about the
equivalent of almost four lots. Ande had a big garden. He had a lot of
potatoesHe had between 12 and 20 swaraf beesHe was always

trying to think of some way to make money, aahe would sell that
honey.Now, it may not seem like much, but if you could get 50 pounds of
honey fromjust one hie, you were really doing goodnd you could

really sell that honey. Thatas no problenHe also sold produce to a

store downtowpout in Wavely. Solda lot of vegetablesAnd of course,

he always had a lot of potatoes to sell.

Whatwas your father gg& gL B
o, % 3 v .

Edward, middle name White, Edward
White Farmer.

We havenot tal ked

muc h. What was Yy e \ name?

My mot her 6s name
Her maiden name was Colvin;@l-v-i-
n. (cough)

Which one of those two had a bigger impact on you growing up?

Wel | , | ascona mad e af anyimpact than the othéreally
admired my dadand | really admired my mothdrcan remember that 6 d

say two times out of three eveugy,
she made bread, whether it was
biscuits,or light bread, or cornbread.
But for two meals, you add expect

to have freshbreadhnd | 6 m s
that was hard on her to keep those
(laugh)bread loaves and biscuits
coming.

It sounds like the famylwas very
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poor, but you never went hungry. Is that right?

Thatiscorrect cand6t ever rngrgbldvdtl goangtto be
remember what year, but the WPtAe Work Progres8dministration

gave a grant to Wawvgrto install water and seerr And my dad, he wa
the healthiest, but he got a job there as a night watchman. And what he

would have to do is go out, as soon as he got to work in the evening, and

set out flares where there wasep ditches and piles of diand then in

the moring, before he went hombe had to collect those flardslo

remembermarst he time | 6d go with my dad anc
duringthe night.It was a little guadhouse, probably about 6 by 6. It

wasnot v er Butitdid bave a(ittlesstovgnht.)Maybe it was 8

by8.twoul dndét be an)Butmangtglee t ihme, thave (goc
with him. And | dondét know how | ong |

Do you remember the year that you guys got electricity?
I candt r e me mhiekrit waslprebablyamund 1940ut | t
Did the family havea radio?

Well, when we were in the country, my dad got a battery operated Hadio

mi ght | ast for a week, and then the ba
have to go someplace get your httery chargedugso it real ly was
very effective(laugh)as a source of enterdltai nment .
|l 6d say, 1940 we had electric radio, vy

Did your dad have a car?

Well, mostofhe t i me, he di dnhattbackihenave a car . I
was on tle farm, he had aModel TFornd | do r emember he
feel like he could afford touyt antifreeze in itl think theycalled it alcohol

in that time.So he would just leave water in it, and then draguttif it

was goingo freeze And | do remember that was hard to start

especially in the witertime He would jack up that back wik and then

he would crank itAnd somewhee, that back wheel would movand

t hen event ual lofcrankimgtiiatddogyadar. (eughButi r e d

| remember one time, he said he was going to go to town shopping, and |
justwantedtogototowndmd He s ai d, YotNcandodngo to t
t hi s Well, ment @aut and | hid in the cargot in the backeat and

hid down on thdloor. And he got about halfway to town, and | raised up

andIs ai d, ADad, Bam her e.iadn@ltabehl)t me.

So you got away with it that time.

Yeah. (laugh)
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Were you the type who would be paying attention to whatgaang on in
Europei n t hose | ate years of

No. | would say nol was not paying attention
to it at all.

You started high school in 1938. that right?

the 19306s?

Well,itwaspr obabl y about 638 and
639.

Do you renember the day Pearl Harbor

happened?

Oh, yes.l remember | was going to one of m

churches to a Vesper servit®#e had been

practicing for this Vesper serviceamdhen | got home, that o
learned that Pearl Harbor had been attacked.

Did it mean anything to you at the tim&2d you know where Pearl

Harbor was?

Well, not really.You know, t just took a while to soak up. Back in those

times, 90 percent of people werendt really
whether it was Japasr Germanyl d o n 6t 90pércentkfthe h at
people were aware dfi. We 6r e herSoletitbhhey br e t her e.
How did things change theafter Pearl Harbor?

Well, shortly after Pearl Harbor, and when the United States declared war

on bothGermany and Japan, all the effoofseverybodyin Americy it

seemedwas to win the warAnd as they would sayve just want to do

our part.And whether it was feeding servicema on leave or working on

a defense plan, it seemeddikwhat they would sais, we just want to do

our part and win this war.

Did your father have a different job once the war started?

Well, truthfull y,eddafterd gobirttherAmnpné mber wh a

j ust d olmssume kemen on like he had beethepast with his
garden, and with his bees, and stuff like that.

Do you recall rationing during the wdrefore you got in the army?

Wel | |, I 61 1 tledlvle ynoeun tplenoénireediharmedhad u
beesWhat you could do, as ower of beehives, you could take almost 90
percent of the honey away from theffhen you would be allowed so

much sugar for thodeees to eat during the winter. | do remember my dad.
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| think he was allowed something like 50 pounds of sugar, and that was a

lotofsugarl donét think the bees got i1t all
T h aintéresting.You had to feed the bees sugar in the winter.

Yeah. (laugh)

So they could produceohey for the rest of the yedtlow about metal or

rubber drives, or anythgnlike that?

Oh,nol candét remember being involved, or
those. (cough)

Did you have any extracurricular activities while in high school?

Well, I went out for track once, a couple years | guess, therjanid

senior yearAnd | was in chorus all four yearg/e participated in various

contests in the area, Beardstown, or whatever.

Well, this is an embarrassing question, but how tall were you in high

school? How big were you?

Well, | guesst could be embarrassing to look at it this way, but | was one

of the smallest boys in my classnd thatwasnot only in grade school,

but it seemed like iextended into high school, tolowas always really

smal | . | don o tgroktm(Gawgh)when | got my

So you werenodot playing a | ot of sports

I didndt pl aylddenjoynorvaosity spopisMatter of, b u't
fact, | lived on the very east side of town, and the high school was on the
very west side of town. And masthetime | would run home, all the way
across town, eat a bite, and run all the way back, just to play touch football
for 20 minutesa half an hoy or whateverBut | would do that dayn

and dayout.

Did you have a job in high school?

Oh, yes. | hadtwo different classes of job&ne was at a drugstore
downtown.l was sometimes known as jerk, because | guessla

number one soda jerRnd | could make sodas, triple lime phosphates, or
all kindsof milkshakes, malts, sundaés.the winterime, we served chili,
ham,and chicken salad sandwich&siring the school yeag lot of times

| would go back there and work during my lunch hour, and get a bite of
sandwichon the wayThen my other job was in the summertime, when |
was taking care ohe Wemple brothers.The Wemples owned the State
Bank in Waverly.They had about six big houses in a row on the street
behind my street, and | would mow all thgards, hoe all their gardens.
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And | would get 25 cents an hour if | took my own lawnmowerd #rey

ddndot want it mowed eveThatgrassgok. They w
about that high. And of course, at that time, tlveas no motor. | was a

motor.You had topush it with your own energyand then about every

ot her we ank little hoteldok Hoaviktethe bank. 6d go up t o ¢t |
bank teller, MrWemple andh e 6d say, fiGleknewdarnel p you?
good and wien |t Hé&rde cfoomre my money. (Il aug
comeonbackSo web6d go bac kwaytinahe backsofthei t t 1 e o
bank. Hehad an ol d str ai ¢lblbokgdatonef | 61 1 neve
those hours, thirkgightt Then hed6d do siutr eaghaei nd,i dtnod tma
makeamistakBBut do you t hink ftbetpldNeeev er gi ve
Then 16d have tonkgbebhek agato,taedbah
my money.

Were you able to keep that money you were earning, or did it go towards
the familyds budget ?

Well, | could do with it what | want, but most of it went to buy the clothes

that | usedExceptone @y, | metkind of a town negood right &ter | got

paiddHe says,cofiuHadr nyeoru, | enMe |l e d quwarltlegr ™
want to, but beilikeghagldent hiddquértereAd pai d up
that was tk best investment | ever madeever gt that quarter back, but

| learned oethingDondét | oan money to a friend (
(laugh)

Whil e the wardés goi ng oWaverlganditheyou desc
mood of the country during those early years of the war?

Welllreal | 'y dondt t hiyng her t ha
experience at my graduatio@ne of the
speakers | 61 1 nemadea f or g e
statement during his speedtes a i d
donodt Theoe @etno at hei
And | came to relive that time and time
again,and | always thoughtackto what he
said.There are no atheists in foxholes. But
overall,whether you were in the service or
not, it seemed like people were out to help
anyone in uniformin line with thatas soon
as | graduated, | got a job at a plamt i
Jacksawville called NescoAnd if you want
me to explain that a little bit, | could, or | coudd that a little bit later.

ol es. o

No, please, go ahead.

Okay. Well Nesco, at that time, one of tti@ngs they were making was
500-pound flares thatvere drgped from a very high altitudénd these

10
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flares, when they were ready to be shipped out, they looked like a bomb.

Theystood up about five feet higlithey were probably close to 18 inches

in diameter, looked just like a bombAnd they had a fin @ them.And

because these were somewhat explosive, they had these various buildings

where they collected and assemhileeim, and so forth, and filled the

bomb.And | 61 | never forget that one day,
fire. And | doremember | vas about asfad¥ o h | 6d 159260 about

feet fromthe buildingl t was the brightest fire, b
| 6 ve n enyting ss l@ighhin my lifewWell, what they determined

from that fire was that thieise, somehowl, guess it goengaed, and it set

this fire off. So somebody had the bright idea that stould tape these

fuses downBut the worst part, they give that job to Farmer, and | had to

tape those fuses downthatthanhldgotadrat wasnot t
notice.And actually, | was kind of glatb get away fromaping those

fuses down. (laugh)

DePue: Was this just a matter of timthat you knew when you were in high
school, and you knew while you were working at that defense plant, that
youdd be getpreitysgon?your noti ce

Farmer: Yes, yes.
DePue: Was there a particular age when you ha
Farmer: Well, when | got out ohigh schoal i t  w atisl wast18Ancah g

that time, you had to register when you were, so | was just ripe for the
draft, anditwa n 6 t | @l hgpt thattDean Friend notice from
Selective $rvice system

DePue: |l 6m sure a | ot of the peopbeieg you knew
drafted.Maybe they wanted to go into the Air Force, or the Navy, or
something else.

Farmer: Yes.
DePue: What was your thought?
Farmer: Wel | , | d o n & tOne&kohmyweryalbse friendst Jardot .

Gooden, he enlisted in the Air Fercand it seemed like he was happy.

And he was statited out at Jefferson Barracksad | do know that his

folks, knowing that | was a good friend of his, ited me to go with their

family. So one weekend, we drove down to Jefferson Barrackksaw

himwhen he was inthe Air ForcB.ut | dondt know. Il st
desireto enlist. | guesd just thought! 6 ustlwaif and see what happens.

| guess that was my attitude.

DePue: Whatwereyour parent8v i ews about you going into t
their only son.

11
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Oh, ofcourselknow it br oke nShejosohatetleseednse hear t .
go in theworst way.And the bad part about it wdsonly gat to see her on

two furloughs. Ad the last furlough, that was the last time | saw Ser

she ded while | was in the servic&ut | do know that it broke hdweart to

see me go to service.nd later, vinen her sistedied, my f ami |y di dnot
me know, because they thought it would worry me, because | was in

combat at the ti me. So they didnodét wa
dead (cough) But then, what happened was my mother kept getting much

worse and so they could see the end. So then | got a cablegram that my

aunthad diedand then two days later, | got anothee dhat my mother

was very sickAnd the nekday, | got another cablegra®he had died.

Wedbl |l pause for just a second here.
(pause in recording)

Okay, we took a very quick breakid the military allow you to come
back home for your motheroés funeral ?

Wel |, | thought it wouldndét be no prob
ended on June sixth, something likat, in Europe, and | thinkwas in

July that shediedsoldd n6t t hi nk i tMydompamy any pr obl
officer stayed up all night, working furlough papers, and working

transportatn for me back to the countryhey got it cleared where |

would catcha jeep tdOrin Field in Parisl would fly to New York and

then from there, | would catch a plane to Chicagdut shortly thereafter,

my commander got a commuguiefrom the Army that said my furlough

had ben denied at the highest levlow, that causedome concern for

me, because | figured the highéstel had to be the PresideAAnd | donét
know whether it was a coincidenoe not, but at this very time, President

Roosevelt had a dog named Fala, and that dog was flown from New York

to California abat the time that | was due to fly to Chicago. Well,

whet her that dog bumped me of f, I dono
accused him of it.

Well, that would manthat it was a couple months earlier, because
Roosevelt died, | think, in April. Waselstill President at the time?

| thought he wad. may be mixed up on my dates.

Ok, t hdted © sf igfod getdng k the nalitary therWhere
did you go through your physical?

| guess | went to Paagant Hospital in Jdcsonville, and we were inducted

into the Army down at Scott Fiel#Vhen we were at Scott Field, we got a

few shots, and got our clothes, and got on a troop train and heatjed

they said we was going to dress warm, becau we 6 r e pr obably go

12
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north. Well we went soutiWe went all the way down to the Gulf of
Mexico, down to Camp Hulen, Texas.

What month was that?
That was in February, February or March.
So this is March of 1943 ngwhen you went?

0 4 $eah.

What didyou think about being drafted in the Army, instead of the Marine
Corps, or one of the other services?

Well, frankly, | was kindof happy to be in the Armyzor some reason, |

didndét want to be in t heupkwutbemges, and
in theNavy, so | was just as hapdywould have rather been in the Air

Corp. | kind of liked the Air Corp, but | was happy to settle for the Army.

Did you have a girlfriend at the time?

Well, I had a girl | saw once in a whjlesaw herat a few of these church
meetings But | guaesist ywausbdétcad |[heavy rel at
was justi she was just really a good friend at that time, yeah.

Okay, so no complications at home.
Yeah. (laugh) (cough)
You said youvent to Camp Hulen in Texas?

Yes Now, Camp Hulen, Texas is, as far as
| know, a compleely anttaircraft camp.
They had quad 5006s
track Theyhad@mmoés t hat,
and they had 90 mm guns thatre/¢owed.
And | was asghed to the Intelligence
section of the Headquars Company, a 40
mm CompanyLater, | was asked if |
wanted to go to the ASTRArmy
Specialized Training Programtogram or

if | wanted go to Officers Candidate
School,and | guess | made a mistake.
volunteeed to go to the ASTP Prograimnwent to the University of

Louisiana Induction Center, and we slept in the stadiwretat LSUWe

were thereabout two weeks, and théguess about 200 of us took a train

trip to Lawrence, Kansas, where we wasmgap the University of
KansasAndthat di dnét p rOpewkthe courses theywereg o o d .

a half
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

pretty heavy in was chemistry, and t ha
Waverly, so | didndot know whaa they we
chemistry And | flunked out.So | go back tananttaircraft unit by way

of Camp Walters, Texaswas only there about three weeks, #meh

back to Camp Hulen agaimh i s t i me, Il 6dm placed in
on a halftrack. And we became pretty proficient inthatymp, and wedd
go outand shoot the tow target dowie just thought we were pretty

good, even though we were hitting a cable, instead of the target. (laugh)

a

Theaircraft was pulling target behind it?
Yes.

Do you remember much about Ba$raining?Nor mal | 'y, t her eds s
about how tough it is.

We | Il tell ypud@bout Basic fiaining. | had three of thensa When |

first wentin, | had that at Camp Hulemhen when | was transferred to

Infantry, | went toasecond BasicThenlgobackt o t he ,Qgoad 500s
through Basic agairso | had three Basic Trainings. (laugh)

Wel | , maybe it was just theyohatmy di dno
the time, huh? (laugilNlormally,thabs a pretty Didgged expe
you do olay at Basic?

Oh, | did okay in Basic. I think our longest force field march was 33 miles,

with full field pack and rifé, and | made that, no proble®ne time in the

obstacle course, we were to run at full speed, grab theangeswing

over a iitle creek.And some way or other, | missed thapeand | wound

up in that waterl was up to about my waist in water, cold, muddy water.
Butyoudondt get a ¥dukeepwalkitg withgounslusby t .

shaes the rest of the day. (laugbytIdi dnét have no troubl e
Training. | never fdlout on a force field march, or anything like that.

We shoul d mewe rittenra baokabddyouy Aynoy 6

experiences calledngelsin Combat BootsOne of the stories that |

remember | ead about was going tbe machine gun rang€an you tell

us about that experience, something about the machine guns and snakes?

Oh, wel, this was in Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi, but we were probably

actually in Louisiana, because this camp wghktron the border, and it

was known as the hellhole of the south, tar paper Aityway, one of the

obstacés this time was to crawl up a little mourdhd then when we got

to that mound, a target would fly up, supposedly the enemy, abeifl 25

yards, ad we were to shoot live ammunitiah that enemy, at that target.

And inthisparticula i nst ance, thatos wtheat we di c
right sideof this, got up to the mounthe targets floppedp. We shot.

Thenwe come back to the left sidand aswe 6 r € wal ki ng back,
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

somebody sai®tod And there was a copperhead sndkeould say it

was probably about-6 feet long, probably an inednda-half in diameter,

maybe a little bit more. It was really a pretty snake &sii inderstand it,

t h ey athlyeSo doenebody put their bayonet on the ehtheir rifle

and kiled himBut i1 f wedd been over another 2
crawling up on that darn snake.

Now while I 6m talking about that, I
couse we had back atathp Hulen. It was right on the Guind | guess
this wasmore than an obstacle courtfewas an infiltration cotse with
live bullets overhead.guess actually, those bullets were probably about
three feet, but whhergyoytbinkbthey @erawli kg d
about three incheglaugh) So the storygoésl candét odwnf i rm it
while some Gl 6s were goieybapperedr t hi s i
upon a rattlesnakénd it scared them so much, they just jumped up. And
when they jumped uphey were killed with these bels, the live bullets.
(laugh)Nowwh et her orina, bublould beliege it.

But itds just the kind of story that t
people who are in the training, right?

Yeah.(laugh)

You talked dittle about the ASTP Program. What was that ferthat to
become a officer?

Wel | , ités called the Army Specialized
cangetid hat it wa s nléink wha they wantedtdoavasi v e .

to really develop egineers, and possibly doctoMow, on the dctor side,

it might have been.do know one of my classmates actually went through

ASTP, and whenhegot throughthe Army service he kept with his

medical field and he turnedutto be a medical doctor. But thest that |

can come up witld and thisis just my personal opiniod is that

probably 90 percent of the ASTP program jwsint to potAnd | do know

| have rad where several ASTP peogleand | 6 m tal king aboul
enginees in an engineering prograé were shipped straight to the

infantryto beinfantryreplacementsiAnd so that gets you back to where |

started awhileagd. j ust don 6 Progtatmwarkied outlvemyt AST

well. I never heard anything.

One of thingsyou talked about already was getting to fire the Quad 50s.
T h at adffireapoweaWas that fun, the Quad 507?

The Quad 50s, oh ye¥ou could imagine how much leashe machine

gun will spit outWe | | i f you multipekjpstgohat t i me
a steag stream of tracers going ouithink al of us enjoyed shooting that.

It had a small, little handle, twin handles, about the size af fysi about
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six inches apartAnd you cauld raise it up if you wanted/ou could lower

it if you wanted. You could turn it to your left.ou could turn it to your
right. You could throw lead any way you wadt®. And it was really fun

to get in there and pull that triggendasee those tracers going oAmnd

you could get on a target, behindandthen just come up to iAnd if you
want to be real smart, you get up a little bit ahead of it, and try to hit the
cable, (laugh) then the target. (laugh)

DePue: Diditeveroccur to you that youdre sending
downrange?
Farmer: (laughDi d nd6t wor r y Noveone dbjectio ve ddhhaveo t .

that wassometimes, these pilots that were piloting tthe plane, theow

p ane pil ot s, tirgloe glosestathenh. (laughd Ane | caulel t
appreciatethal h at  w oeunuath to ®e up there and getting shot at.
(laugh) ) -

DePue: No, that 6s nottheyt
signed up for, probablpid you get a
chance to go on leave or furlough to
go back home?

Farmer: Wel | , I didnodot ge
| had been in th&rmy 11 months,
and then that went all too fadthe
next furlough | got was just bafe |
shipped out for overseas. So | had t
furloughs.l guess the second one wa
about two weekd guess, something
like that.l 6 m not sure of the ti me.

DePue: The Armysentyoutothd STP, and t hafThedimghadt wor k
you training as amaircraft artillery, but you ended up in the Infantry.
How did that happen?

Farmer: Well, I think I told you a while ago, we thought we were pretty edfitias
an antiaircraft unit. | guess we were kind of proife were kind of
proud of that doubld\, antiaircraft, on our shouldersdBut what | guess
wasthatother antiaircraft units, along with the United States Borce
was also most efficienAnd what they had doné&ey had rid the air of
most Germarnd Japanese effective aircreBo what they decided was
theyd i d n 6t more antiairaaft gun.T h e r @hing to shoot at, so
to speakAnd we do neednfantry replacements. (laugglo we 61 | j ust
trarsfer you giys to the InfantryT hat 6 s how t hat came abo

DePue: Why did they need Infantry replacements?
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Farmer: Well, | can give you anexampldn | nfantry mands on t he
| 6d s aygedtayisprabablythmedayd.m t al ki ng about ac
conmbat. My unit went up with about 30 guys, and we come back with 6.
The next time] go up with about 280 guys. We come back with 8o
that gives you an idea there of the number of replacements that you need.
They just go.

DePue: My question then for yo, Marvin, is when you got transferred to the
Infantry, you must have known the reason was that the Army was going
through Infantrymen way too quick.

Farmer: Yeah.

DePue: So whatdés your feeling about becoming

Farmer: Wel | , le diitdnotl dudkh) b¥dbupgvedget gbb do
(laugh)

DePue: Where did you get the training Infantry then?

Farmer: Well, the final training was at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi.

DePue: Camp Van Dorn?

Farmer: Yeah.

DePue: Named after a goo@onfederate General, it sounds like.

Farmer: Is that right?

DePue: Yeah, | believe scAnd that was another Basic Training for you?

Farmer: Oh, yeah. Oh, y&h, yep, three Basic Trainings.

DePue: How good was the training you received?

Farmer: Well,lguess from transforming an old count

it was good enough.

DePue: Did you ever in your training go out on squad level maneuvers, or platoon
level maneuvers?

Farmer: I candt r ec danfdutonextended manpuvevdtienl wgso
antiaircraft, we would go out as a unit, and be in various tactical
situationsButasfaras quad tr aining, Il candét say
remember one.

DePue: During the time you were in the United States going through all this
training, were you ear assigned to a combat unit?

17



Marvin Farmer Interview # VR2A-L-2012003.01

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Famer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

No,nol wasnét assi gunéldgotttodHolland.c o mb a

Okay. Well,let s get you over to Europe
When did you ship to Europe?

Oh, geeYou got a date there for me?

Well, from the book, I think you said Septemb8&; 1944 that you shipped
out. Does that sound right?

| shipped out from Camp Kilmer, okay.
Camp Kilmer, New Jersey?

Yeah.

Y ouwerejust moving through Camp Kilmer? et

Yeah.Well, first off, wewere at Fort Meade fo :
aboutd | think we were at Fort Meade for
about six weeks, and then we went to Camp '

Kil mer . At Camp Kil mer [
t her e. What youbre wai til ngv.f
you in.

What wagshe ship you went over on?

Well, the ship that | went over was called Isks;Ite de Francelsle de
France.And at that time, it was theitd largest ship in the world he
two Queens, th®ueen MaryandQueen Elizabethwere largerAnd these
three ships were the only ones that could go unescorted across the
Atlantic, because they could outrun a German submarine.

In other words, before the war, it was your cruise ship, and then they
converted it to &roop transpof

t uni t
t hen.
j ust W
i's a s

T h at OtlyrightxThixcwas supposedly a fancy cruise ship from France.

|l dondt know how many tourists
| as s ume,that we ad6,@00 troeps an our shgnd | think
1,200 British seamen operatitige ship.l think it only took us fowranda-
half days to go across the Atlantic.

Was that better than being on a regular troop ship?

Well, | can aly compare it to what | know.cameback on a little victory
ship.I think there was only 1,200 therAnd we had a lot more freedom.
Actually, we kind ofenjoyed that trip coming back.wasin very early
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

spring, and it was taking a southern rolttevas just kind of like being in
Florida, nice sun, getting rays, and all that kind of stuff.

Welbont he trip over to Eugabopte p mt hough, vy
heading to combat. | O06m anlineanf antryman.
t hat 6s what 6s going through your brain

Well, | guess maybe | was kimaf lackadaisical aboutit. candét say as
redly worried too much about it.could give you an example of a guy

that come up to my unt . I candt Buthihilewe weré onlai s na me
rest periodrest break, he cameuptomend knowing that | 6d
combat, he wanted to know what | wouldid@ certain situation, and |

told him to the best of my abilitysirst thing you know, he was askinge

another situatiorwe | | , al |l during that time that
overbearing, but he seemed like he wanted to always get more itiforma
on haw to react in combafAnd the bottomlinewahre real |y di dnot

chance to react. He and | startedoss the street, as clagehimas | am
toyoy andwehadndét gone no farther.Sthan that
all that informationwasnogoo¥.ou just candét explain i

Wel | , | et 6 s g gerdrrass the Atlantic©Oteddmilpoun g o

find out you had a pretty good stomach for the ocean?

Going over, iflremmb er r i ght , Yougeimke wavastbutt oo bad
it waoshaddt ctoawl d tell you an incident tt

was happening, butléarned about it a week latéhad a friend from

Decatur that was with, and he come to nighis was when we were at

replacement depot in Franden d h e s adwan thafistip, Umaden

a little money. | just come back from the post office, and | bought three

$500 mongordes, and | s ent NowlB¥Onbatkan my mo m. o
t hose days, when vyoandthea yommutiplyitg $3 0 a n
times tree, that is amlot of moneyT h a tké about $300,000 nqw

would say (laugh)And then he remarkeg, 0o u k no w, Al got | oac
|l 6ve since thought many times that if
have beem he f i r st ¢ as ua lbegeyoverbard and goag . He 6 d
nowhere. (laugh)

Do you remember much about the food on the ship?

Oh, yeahMost of it was terrible, but | remembene thing that was very

good.One of the guys had discovered that if you go down about four

levels dow, ther&é s a bakerAnd ofwwnon htelraet. bakery,
take hot bread out of one room, and go down the aisle way and take it into

another room wherthey cool it and they slice iWell, he had happened

along the aisle way, and he just grabbed one of tl@ses$ of bread and

took off. It kind of burned his hand a little bit, but ¢iee me a bite of

that breadIt wassure good, fresh baked bre&lo we deci ded wedd
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DeRue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

down there agalriwWe all took our ODjolive drab]hankies, and slap on
that breagdandtake off. The next day, they callg@ff limitso down there,
nobody els down there. (laugtBut that was the only good thing | found
to eat on that ship, hot breddvo mealsaday is what you got.

Did you spend a lot of time in line waiting tot@a

Yeah, fairly soOf course, no matter wherewygo,there wadots of

soldiers.I think the room that was inwas probably about the size of this

room, and t kedfive High, eoysbive bighBh e cf i r st guy?o
about thigfar] offfrom t he fl oor, and the second
from the ceiling. (laugh)

S
g
Were you happy to get off the ship then?

Oh, yeah, yeah.

Where did you land?

Well, I landed someplace in northern ScotlaAdd we no more thagot

off that ship, and walkedt seemed like about half a mitthenwe got on

a troop trainThen we got on a troop train, drove all the way down

through Scotlandjown to Southampton, Englan@ot off of this troop

trainonto,lé 6 s say, s onme dsoonrott okfn oaw fheorw yma ny
be on it, but | wouldnét say there wou
Andthendur i ng the night, webre across t he
morning, weobre at | daho Beach.

Omaha?

Omaha Beach, | mealeah

So you didnoét spend any time in Engl an
Not at that point. (laugH)came back to England twice more later. (laugh)

During this whole time, digou have all your combat gedd® you have
an M1 rifle, everything you needed?

No. No, the only thing wdiad was our personal cloth&en when we

were coming up through the replacement depots in France and in Holland,

we werendt evemwaisndted ssiureldesm. ri fl e ti
in combat.

Did you know what unifyou were going to be assigned to?

No, had no ideaAnd | was sort of surprised to find out that | was going to
be in the 118 Infantry Regiment, the same regiment tlaaidedon
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Omaha BeachWherel came up to Omaha Beach, iasithe very same
area. (laugh) was really surprised that it walsthought that was quite a

coincidence.
DePue: You knew what thd 16thhad done at Omaha Beach then.
Farmer: |l 6m sorry.
DePue: Did you know about the history of tlid 6that Omaha?
Farmer: No, | ¢ adiddria like Bkgow acw
DePue: | wonder if you can tell meYou did a very good job in the book, but tell

me your initial impressions when you landed at Omaha Beach.

Farmer: Well, the initial inpression was all the activitffrom sunken ships, with
their balloons that had steel cables dangling from them, to the many boats
going here and yon in the bay, to all the activity on the beach, it seemed
like there was just a steady movet@ops just going up the beadHater
learned, probably at that timihat was one of the busiest ports in the

world.
DePue: Now, when did you land there? Was that early October?
Farmer: It was earlier than that.
DePue: September, late September?
Farmer: Yeah.
DePue: Of 19447
Farmer: Yeah.
DePue: What happens after you leaOmaha Beach then?
Farmer: Well, after we left Omaha Beach, we went over to the first replacement

depot, problly in some French orchardnd that wa followed by a
succession afepo depots athe way up to the front linéou might stay
at one for a dy. You might only stay at one for a few hours, mopetal
another replacement depMost of that was on twanda-half ton trucks.
But at one time, we probably went 100 milesaot0 & 8 train,a French

train.

DePue: What does 40 & 8 mean?

Farmer: Welbl think thatods a t eThatmeanodhmeanhe Fi r s
and 8 horses they put in little French (cough) boxcars. And | will say this.
Thereds an awful |l ot of play between t
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DePue:

DePe:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

You get jerked, and you get jerkeddk. It seemed like there were like
chains that connect the two. It was just very rough, going back and forth.
(phone rings) | tbats (laoght t er t han wal ki ng

Ok ay, |l et 6s take a quick break here wh
(pause in recording

Marvin, at what time then did you find
assigned to? Was that after going through several replacement depots?

Yeah, it was the | ast replacement depo
before then.

While youwere in France, were you guys hearing anything about how
well the war was going?

Well, it just seemed like while we were in France, it seemed like most of
the time, | was in transportation, riding in a tanda-half ton, or in a 40

& 8. And it seemed like, at that point, the war was really going fine,
because the French were just so happy to see uswihdg just throv
flowers at you, throw kisses at you. They just seemed like they
overwhelmed us. So it seemed like to, med ddvanced quite aitlby the
time we got to Omaha Beach, way up where | was. So | thought the war
was going good.

| think at the time that yowould havebeen moving forward to the front

l i nes was t he thrdAmey wasmeving 90 guicklypamd s

the wholeArmy was moving pretty quickly at the time. And about the

time you got to the front, everything

Well, to me the thing didndét sl ow down
Bulge, and that only happened because pbapd to be in a hospital at

the time. But it seemed to me that we were doing as well, if not better than

expected. Wéad captured Aaem. We had moved up to the river, which

is another 40 miles. And i.Butofeemed to
course, he kad thing wason this side of Aacén,t hi ngs gomg r en 6t

good. Th at O stheBditle of the Bulgetarted.

Yeah, south of Aadn. We jumped a little bit ahead of the story, so | want
to take you back to the initial assignment to 1héthRegiment. Do you
remember the company and the battalion you were in?

Oh, yes. That was Company C, ttisthinfantry of the29thDivision.
Were you in a line platoon, an infantry platoon?

Oh, yes.
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DePue: So youodr e | uevarydgyinfamtrynawv.er age,

Farmer: That 6s exactly right.

DePue: Did they have machine gunners in that unit, or grenadiers?

Farmer: We had a BAR[Browning Automatic Rifle] | guess, in our squaéut
basically, when | was in combat, | was just with my squad.

DePue: What was your rank?

Farmer: My rank, probably at that time, was a PFC. (laugh)

DePue: Okay, that sounds about right. Tell me about your first day in combat then.

Farmer: Well, that happened to be either in Aachena suburb of Aaam. You
c o u | dlori fromtthe other. | guess it was about, | would say, 10
o6clock or so in the morning, and we h
seemed like this open field was about half the size of a football field,
somet hing | i ke t hat ptilthis gpfoiatdAnddwhens een a s
| 6m about halfway out i n dosicaningi el d, t

every which way. So that was my first impression. And so | lay flat on the

ground there, and | tried to look around and see where in the world | can
goobecause | dondét Ilike this at all . An
bushes, or small shrukesbout 30 or 40 yards to my right, and | thought

maybe if | can get there, | can get a little protection and dig down, dig a

hole, or something. And so Ithought candét just run str
zigzag and go as fast as | <can. I d
but | was probably thinking about praying. (laugh) And | just got all my
strength, and all of a sudden, | just jumped up and zigzag aanmaver to

that little shrub there, to those shrubs over there. And | later learned that a

|l ot of the guys didndét make it. And |
smart move or not to get up and be almost a full figure in front of machine

gun, but | guesthose are just the chances you take sometimes. (laugh)

ai
on

O s~

DePue: Do you remember how that incident ended? Did somebody take out the
machine gun?

Farmer: | candt rememblem Whatnbapepeeeadr emember
happened t o t he renesber. Icdnnot rémemhiera y . I can

DePue: That was your first combat experience?
Farmer: Right, right.

DePue: Did combat get any different, or easier, after that first experience?
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A lot of times, you hear people talk about young kids that age, they felt

invincible. Did you feel invincible, or did you feel like chances of being a

casualty are pretty darn high?

Oh, | always felt that casualties were going to pretty high, you know,
because seeing all those gygsi losg you just gotto feemy | u c k

last forever you know

Okay, while you were still in Aadmn, one of the stories you did such a
good job of talking about in the book was this hotséouse fight where
you went through the alleys and that. Can you tell us about that experience

in some detail?
Wel | | first

basement.

Il 6m goi ng
houseghat we tookn Aachen we found two old men down in the

Is Aachena German town?

Yeah, oh ye

Yor k

been bombed

hid a can of petrol down there with them in the basement someplace, and |

ah.

City were

to

tellstyou

T hat 0 sFirst dif,ghede iwo sld
men thought we were going to kill them. They thought that we would just
mow them down. Well, we had no more trouble communicating, because
one could speak perfect English. And he said he had been$mathe

twice, which really surprised us. Anldenwhat really surprised us wase
wanted to know how bad Boston, PhiladelpMéshington, and New

was just

bombed.

but good.
He really believed that. And a peculiar part about these two old men,
another reasorméey thought were going tdlkthem was because they had

guess that was strictly amoo
so they thought if we found that petrol, we reallyuld kill them. (laugh)

Of cour se,
was asking me about?

we
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

The patrol where your squad was moving through the alleys, through these
houses. And this is going to lead up to the tank stahmk.

Okay. Well , |l guess we start out proba
and our objective was a couple of blocks of houses in this small town. The
first block we take in probably | ess t

one German soldieand we took him prisoner, and we brought him along.

And whalfvayénto the second block.n8l as you mention, we always

come in through the all eysomapbody As weodr e
decides to look out tlrefront window. And down the streatothing up

the streetnothing Butright against this house that &veineis a German

tank, as close as that arbor is right there, if not closer. It was against

(laugh) Now, you think that wonodot put
twomilesavay, so you can i magine what it wi
away. (laugh)

So | guess we kind of gathered toge
right now on exactly the sequence of events &siive gathered together,
we suddenly find tduygthanwe siarted ofgwoth. t hr e e
Now,that 6 s very un bhaseuraee less yuysu(lauglk) Aradl | y
to make matters more interesting, two of them were officars of them
wasa Second Lieutenant, and one was a Tech Sergé€anyunusual for
aninfart r y . Now then weob6re faced,with a cc¢
we had just been advised that the Germans had disguised some of their
soldiers as American soldiers, and infiltrated our lines. So this looks like
hey, | bet these guys are Germans. (laugl)sttkept getting worse. And

they kept saying no, wedre not, so | d
some rules in baseball and footbalhd we know what their answers

wouldbewe can tell whether theydre Americ
determinedhey, hey 6r e Ameri cans. Now, theyor ¢

but wedre subject to t heythistemeyhohor i ty.
only is there dank out in front, but there are foot soldiers all aroand
house.

Did they know you were in the house

Oh, yes, they knew. Well, they soon w
exactly the sequence of things. Maybe this is the way it was. | guess the

next sequence was when this lieutenant learned of this tank, knowing that

we had a bazooka team with gajd to go up and shoot that tank. Now, a

bazooka against a German tank with heavy armor is like throwing a pea at

t hat plate. Youodr e Baotéhat wasahe order, 00 hur t t
we went up. And | went up with a bazooka team. Adwka team was
onlyguy,anddbazooka man. And of cour se, h e
was like shooting duck in a pond. And | was supposed to be guarding

these guys, but a German down the way run out and motioned to the tank,
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DePue:

Farmer:

and pointed up to our window, before | @hget a shot at him, and he run
back in. And 106l just never forget th

Elevating its tube.

Right. Now, when igot about this angle, | go back to the wall of the room

| was in, and | no more than get there, and bam/ bétook two shots at

that wall. Now, what | could see waslooked like there was two holes

about thabig around, fairly close together, fairly close to that windSoe

| just knew that those guys had had it, you know. Then there was so much
smokeangp | aster dust. |l canodot think of th
of, anyway, a lot of smoke. And | run back downstairs, down all the clutter

in the stairway. And | no more than get down the stairsbaiaain; he

shoots the corner of the house, §lhugh) a the first floor. (laugh) So can

you imagine getting shot three times point blank with a 88 mm? (laugh)

Well, | thought that | heard one of the guys say thay thought
down in the basemettiere was a hole in the wall that you could get to the
adjonng house. | dondt know whet her they
but thatodés what | kind of remembered.
down there. But there was so much crap on the stairs and so forth, trying
to hold onto your rifle Glasgars, crud albver the place, and pitch dark.
You couldndét see your hand in front of
scariest times of my life is crawling around on your hands and knees,
trying to find that hole in that wall
times | wem around there, but | would guess | was down there at least 45
mi nut es, maybe |l onger. | dondt know. Y
much time had passe@hen finally | found a loose brick, and then | found
another one. And then | found a hole, and indea through that with my
rifle, barely could get through it. And | thought | heard some men talking.
| go a litle further down that way, andli nd out t heydre upst:
theydre Americans. So | guess I 6m foll

And then | rememéx the lieutenants discussing what they would

do next. The first | ieutenant says, iV
surrender , becdlus e¢thik@f@&xaa wogds rightn 0 0

now. | thought | could. Webve just got
re member the second |ieutenant saying,
surrender. Wedre going to show them th
fight. 0 He says, AWebve got quite a bi
to do is the first thing is to open up fireopw e r . I dondt care if
anybody or not. You shoot out that window. Shoot out that window. Shoot

out that window, and build up some fir
ammuniti on.,dlwaslooking at theutiene, this was probably
aboutllécl ock in the morning by now. And
this went onwith them shooting at yusnd we shooting outside till 4

o6clock in the afternoon, somet hing |
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DePue: In the book, you mentioned that you guys had moved so far forward that
you were kind of competely surrounded by the Germans?

Farmer: Completely surrounded. Matter of fact, one come in the front door in a
room where this Tech Sergeant was, and he hagdhasomasher. A
potatomasher is a grenade on the end of a sticid e come in with this
potatonra s her over his head, and this
son of a bitch. Drop it, you so
heds talking about. Maybe he di
door. Ard it went off, and reallyid do bad luck, really fractured hé |
think it was his left knee. Well, that was one. Another younger German

n
d,

Tech
of a
but

was out in the yard, and heds begging

been shot in the rump, and he wanted us toecout and help him get in.
We said no, if you dondt come in
(laugh) So he come in.

weobr

While I 6dm waiting around, boom, the

the floor. Someone had lobbed a grenade in our yoarthe flor. (laugh)
Wel | , my g ordyga abous twonopbidsy @ne, w couldpick it
up and throw it out. Another, you can try to get away from it. Now, | think

i n our grenades, once you pull the pi

before it goes off. hadno idea how londh e putledthe pin, or how long
they are. So | went out, | 6d run

it went of f, but it didndét dqg any

hey, | know who it was. | saw that damn guy lob that gdenfrom the
window upstairs. And | guess it was kind of like this, a building like that,
and he had a window over here, and he lobbed it in our window down
here. So this GI goes wup in our
one in, ande killed ths German (laughashe was leaning out the
window. Hegot him. (laugh)

DePue: Was this in the same building you were in?

Farmer: Oh, yeah, yeah. All this happened in one building. (laugh) Well, another
guy, | told him we had a BAR, and he had an oil cand he would shoot
t hat . And he went stone deaf wup

you wanted him to shoot that way,
way . Hebéd get his oil can out and

(laugh) Sahis carried on, although it seemed like the intensity laf

decreased to, say, aboutfaub c | ock. And this |lieute
| i eutenant B, he said, AWedl |l send a
t he same way we ¢ amemanynaesibutiidodonoét r
know this. The guy that was going out first, his name was Fink, and | think

heés from Chicago. And my name was

him. And he told Fink, AWhen you

high sign, anch e 6 | | foll ow you up, and then

you can. o
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

So Id6m standing there with my gu
sign to come out, and hyanowtroent$ t . He
dono under st and. Wel tsideofitbatwakh 5 t d
gues he forgot and he went to t I
gone to the right s.iBdtbewenhtethallefthave be
side, and he was in back of them, and he captured three Germans. (laugh)

So he senthose back in. And then | go back to Fink, and we go down, and

it looks like we can get out this way. So mtesomebody made dtler out

of an ironing board, angle made two of these Germans carry this tech

sergeant. The German with the rump, he cowdtkw by himself, and |

think we had three other Germans we were taking back griséide all

got Dback that night by about 5 o06cl ock
worst guys was this guy with a bad knee, and him losing his hearing. Can

you believe th&t (laugh)

(@)}

mf—P
o+ 0n-
=S =0

That is an amazing story, and you remember an incredible amount of
information about that day. How many days had you been in combat when
you had this experience? Was this your second or third day in combat?

Oh, no,ifldleambbseary right, | think thatos
time up. But you know, you just never know (laugh) what the next second
willbe. Andl f orgot to tell you one thing at

through this hole and been up back there, | was with thegeabout 20
minutes or so. Here coma bazooka man and his ammunition carrier.
They had come the same way | did. They waegely incheaway from
that idiotthen. Nota scratch. | forgot to tell you that.

And the irony of this, and the fatetbas i nvol ved. Thi s Fi nk
direction, versus another. How could things be different then?

| 6m sorry.

If Fink had gone one direction, instead of going the other, would it have
turned out different?

Oh, absolutely.

Sorecause he went the wrong way, heté

He went the wrong way. He captured the
so we couldndédt have got out. Theydd ha
had us cut off in front. (laugh)

Wow. You took several Germamsisones. It sounds | i ke whe
combat, they are very good, deter mined
captured, thewerer eady t o say thatodés the end of

Oh, yeah.
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DePue: Do you think some of those Germans were relievedttiegt had been
captured?
Farmer: Oh, absolutely. I felt that. Maybe 1 06n

bit, but when | was back in England later, we had German prisoners of

war. And there was one of them that could speak pretty good English, and

wasa young kid about my age. | kind of became, | guess you would say,

friends with him. And then one day, we got talking about war, and what

unit he was in, and where he was in. Well, come to find out, our lines get

closer together, closer together. Arithally determinedhey, he could

have been shooting at me. (laugh) Yo
love for him after thatthat | had before. (laugh)

c

DePue: Do you recall, when youodre in this inc
you just waking on instinct? Were you able to overcome your fear?

Farmer: Wel | , itdéds peculiarreinlyougnove asupes 0. We r €
bad situation, but | donét think fear
went ahead and di d ovBhtdjust neverhadeanys up pos
fear of being captured. Maybe | should have, (lalsgtauset looks like
that have been a smart thing to do.

(9]
o

DePue: Did anybody think about surrendering, instead of fighting your way out?
Farmer: Well, when this one lieutenasayswh at shal |l we Mo, weodr e
0l candét think of that term, ,but | rer

think about my memory on sometbiese thingsand | think the reason |

can remember some of these things is because it was such a raalncpd ¢

from my life before | went into the Army. My life before | went in the

Ar my , more routine. |l hadndt been out
went down to Jefferson Barracks. And going overseas, different countries,
different peopleall wassodifferent that | think it just left a big mark in

my memory.

DePue: After you got done with that, | want to have you tell us about the guy you
called Pop, getting replacements.

Farmer: Oh, yeah. Well, this goes back to what | said aloouglways attacking
from t he rear. | candét recall an all ey,
much of a road, but just like more of a trail down behind the houses;
whereas, we might have a blacktop alle

as | can recall. And most of therachan archway that led to théack

door. And sometimes, there was little walls around. So at one of our
breaks we got in combat, we had this replacement from West Virginia. |
think he actually got elected state representative from the state of West
Virginia when he was in the servid&ell, he was 38/earsold. Now, 38
yearsold, at that time, gee whiz, he seemed like a grandpa. Actually, he
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

was twice as old as | was, you know. So we called him grandpa. And then
later, getting back to this combat situatio wher e wedr e coming |

the back, grandpa jumped this little w
he was kind of off over to his self. And we thought something was being a

little bit unusual about him, and sowe sdidl at 6 s t he matter , ¢
He kind of garbled somet hWesad, and woul
irfel | us gr andp aAndWanae fihadly btutted outrilzat t e r ?

he lost his false teeth out thevéghen he jumped that wall. Sy darn, the

next thing we kouteloeking dllloverfathase gr andp a
doggone set of false teeth. Hed6d been
bing! He got shot in the pant leg, right behind his knee. And I think the

bullet went through his pants, and jdgi graze the back of his leg, and

that really wasndét bad news. So he deci
And so he came in. And then the next d
evacuated him back to the medical unit to get false teeth, and we thought

we wished we were grandpa, so we had faséht We could get out of

here, too. (laugh)

So theredéds all kinds of ways of being
(laugh) Another ti me | remember was, I
name, but there was an Irishman that fought alongside of him named

O6 Meé . Il think his name was OO0ONeal. He
he had been back to the hospital, and
noted for as soon as we came into a house, if there was a bottle around,

hedédd drink it down.tle Mhweuiddakeecarswigoher e was
it, go aboutthe house, clear it out, and come back. Then he would finish it

up . Hedéd do some serious drinking then
were in this town, and we gatnidst abattle. And the next day, we looked

forgp andpa and OO6Neal. They dondét show u

action, | think, for two days. And then another unit moved in, and they
found them. They were hid in a room. They thought the Germans were in
the rest of the house, and they were giayingthere. (laugh) So that was
grandpa and OO0Neal

This goes back to when you were growing up on the farm, but you have a
story about finding a haystack out in the countryside.

Oh, yeah. Well, you know, téamededs r eal
that there probably is more to that story than | realized, and why | say that

is this. This timev e 6 r @ the aodintrysideandwe 6 r e on t hi s f ar |
there is a straw stack out there. And it appeared that the cattle or the horses

had gnawed awa chewed away around iAnd there was kind of like an

overhang over this straw stack. And then I looked in, and there was a hole

in there, oh, about a couple of feet in diameter. And I thgoght, t hat 6 s
just a place for a hen to lay to hide some eggsl.ljustc oul dndt r esi st

going to that andee if there were any eggs in there, because if there was
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

one thing you liken the Army; is fresh eggs. You never get them, you

know. So boy, we could make out somewhere and get those eggs cooked.
Solreachnt her e, and | donotfeefagevdlveraln egg. |
pullitoutandi t 6s not a Ger man gun. | tos a U.
U.S. 45 get in theredlvtleought about that. And one guy say=ll,

maybe the Germans were here and captuiedrdm an American

of ficer, and they didndot want to get c
would hide it there, and get it | ater.
know. Anyway, of coursd d i dhawe & holster for it, but | just linked

my beltout, and | carried that 45 loaded (laugh) to the hospital. (laugh)

So you had that5for quite a while.

Il dondt know. | think I |l ost i1t somepl
thing | wanted to saygnd thatisl 6 | | g o bmaltwasinitigly Aa c h

on the border between France and Germany, the first major German city

that the Americans took. But years and centuries before that, they built a

fortress on the west side of that city, readlyprotect themselves from

France. Anddownthough t he years, theydd i mpr o
Hitler formed it and made the Maginot Line.

You mean the Siegfried Line.

The Siegfried Line, |l 6m sorrApd t he Si e
they thoughtwith all these fortificatios, that they could withstand really

an onslaught. But what the Americans did, they breached this line way to

the north of Aacherwentaround. And instead of going through the

fortresses, they came on the east side. And they did that a lot. One day, |

wasin a combat with a guy named Scott. | think he was half Indian. |

think he was either from Kansas or from Oklahoma. And we were upstairs

in this house, andlbokedo u t . |l said, ALook out ther
that archway is a German soldier, standiridp his gun, looking away

from our house. o0 He t hoftogpthatwayhe f or ce
(laugh) We were behind. (laugh) And 16
and Scott says, i No, |l et me shoot him.
at him, and think he just hit the top of the archway, and it kind of
splintered. I t hink eGdmaahtoakofivBuat happen
youknowwhat | ittle things. Why didnét we
(laugh) Things you never think about. But the point | wetsigg at, there

heés thinking, and hedbés protecting his
coming that way.

Do you know if youdd ever actually sho

enemy?

That 6s a hard quest i omootingthimsbldies.lta quest
would have been kind of difficult for me to shoot a man in the back, but
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

that s your job. And i f you donoét
you in the back, so youbve got to
shots.coul d have killed quite a few.

whether | actually killed somebody or not.

- n nm

ho
ho
d

-~ O 0O

Il s that something you even think about

Wel |, |l 61l say this. What ngtoudre think
protect your skin, and youdll just do
kill to do it, you do it. Youbdve got t

protect yourself, and protect your buddy.

The last thing | want to ask you about today terafacherd | think this
is after Aache® the unit got to go into a rest area for a few days.

Yeah. (laugh) Yeah, the very first rest area. | remember it was a sunny
day, probably a temperature of about like today, maybe a little bit warmer.
And the good thing was the American Red Cross was going to come up
with a truck, donuts and coffee.
the Army, and especially served by two pretty giflsey had a record
player, and they put it on the hood of the truankg they played records.
They had these donuts. They had these cups of coffee, and they smelled
good. (laugh) So it was a big time, everybody sitting around with coffee
andadonut, and talking to the gals. They had moved up right in the
middle of our biwuac area. We had already had our foxholes dug out
there, and was already out there.

Well, this party went on for probably about a half an hour or so,
and all of a sudden, planes, German planes. And someboditad
ground! And everybody had a foxleao hit the ground but these two gals
fromthe Red Crosg. | augh) And t hetistheggroend!g uy
And she saygi got no place to g@'He saysii R i lgeheton top of me!
(laugh) So she jumpedirA | i tt 1 e bi towloagtdeyou, s he
think this r aHedays hyl@dpaapoutanothérhadft ?
hour, anywayo (laugh) So that was the first rest area. Another day of that
wasl dondét khemess serdeant had gpbet le had located
some German cattleAndthey went out and they killed two of theffhey
cut the best steaks, or roast, or whatever, anddbeked it. And they
made devil és food cake. |l thought
had in my life. (laugh)

What were you eating before that tincerations?
K-rations.

Tel | us abo-mationnwhat 6s in a Kk
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Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farme:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

Well, k-rations, as | recalfrepretty much prepackaged. Angations

are, | think, 1 guess maybe C stands for canned, canned pork & beans, all
kinds of canned meat antuff like that. Butkr at i on s, Il canodt
there was any kind of meat. | think there was some chocolate bars in there.
There was a package of four or five Chesterfieldrcigat t e s . Il jJust
rememberTher e had to be s dhnkewhbtitwag. el s e,

| would assume some crackers.
Crackers, yeah.

Well, in the rest area, you get some better food. Do you get a chance to
clean up a little bit?

Well, | remember the first timel guess there was some miningeoations
around Aachen. And the Americans had overrun this coal mine, so they
fixed it up so they could bring in a whole bunchdoflike a company of
soldiers in. They could take showersmass at this coal miremtrance

And that was reallyagooddeble cause youdd get fresh

r

e

C
b

V

So you didnoét smell too bad after that

Oh, no. You could only smell you for a halblock (laugh)

How long before that time had you had any chance to shower? How long
had you gone?

As far as | know, I hadnot shaved, or

For weeks on end?

Close to two weeks. Thatds not a prior

Well then by the time you guys got to the shower, you were pretty well
ripe.

Oh, yeah. (laugh)

How about mail? Did the mail catch up to you thé&i® you have mail
call?

Oh, mail was kind of sporadic. Because it seemed like | moved around

quite a bit, mail had a hard time catching up with me. Now, if you had
goneoverasauntandeayed as a wunit ,oubdhadeondt t
been such a problem.uBwhen you go from oneplacemerd

replacemento acompany, ta hospital, toahospitad to England, back

to Francej t 6 $y hgvdfoenhail to keep up with you remember one

time. This is later, when | working in a post offiteen | was kind of in
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

charge of that post office. Somebody saidH ¢ Barmeryou got a whole

bunch of mailb And | went over there and picked that bunch up, a stack of
mail all tied up. Marvin FarmerAnd then | looked down féher.Some
field artillery unit, so it wasnot
(laugh) Then I had to forward every one of them. (laugh)

Well, | bet there was excitement, and then deep disappointment, huh?
Yeah. (laugh)

| want to read a couple things from your bowku had talked about the
USO girls, and you kind of illustrated your average Gl sense of humor.
And | wanted to talk about Fourth and Main. Do you remember Fourth
and Main, the intersectioin Aacken?

Oh, yeah. (laugh) Yeah, this was one intersection. When | speak of
Aachen, I dondt know whether | 6m i

me .

n Aa

know itds just | i ke going to Chicago,

Bolingbrook starts and Chiga starts, that kind of stuff. So this particular

ar ea, emaeodnd forbiteseemed like three or four days. And it had
some Ger man names on the streets,
spell them, so we just called it Fourth and M&iaugh) so we kew what

we were talking about. Well, right at Fourth and Main, there had been
some mannequins, and they were women. And of course, by this time, the
glass had all been broken out. There was a lot of comments by Gls. If they
could find something to writeiwt h , t hiteup @&nd drop it ia there.
(laugh)

Do you mind if | read some of the commewal had inyour book?
No, go right ahead.

And again, this illustrates, | thinkpyr average G sense of humpm

but

the midst of combafil asked her for a dat e, but S

to wear .o (laugh) Al o611l marry the

Jane

do you wear in the summer Oteadyte-?0 Al s t
wear in Germany?0 (| aCgra)Foultimachd i Honey,

Main. o (laugh)

This is farther into the boolandyou had talked about this already,
but | want to reiterate the amount of casualties, the anudwattrition,
that this average infantry platoon would go through. You, §ail w o
occasios | remember specifically. Once, our platoon was down to a count
of six. 0 A plat oo nrd40peoplelind? nor mal |y

have

Well, alotoftmesy ou wer endt no way near capaci
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

Anyway, fAThe platoon was d@wn to a cou
replacements. The other time, our count was down to only 4, so 25 were
acquired With odds, suchasmentionedo ne 6s conti nual stay

extreme front line was next to impossible for any extended length of time.
Twenty seconds to two months was alibetaverage, thus one can
understand the immense need for infantry replacements. With such a

turnover, names of individualey memberso§ quad, di dndét mean
much. Buddy seemed like a fit f@Gmost everyone. If one stayed long
enough, he mightbecale by hi s | ast name. o0 (Il augh)
that so much, that people come and go,
attachments.

Yeah, yeah, thatds right, yeah. Ther et

say, and | could probably name themroy hand. Fink, the guy from

Decaturwith the loaded dicd, 6 m not going to mention,
may be alive, I dondét know. (laugh) Sc
grandpadés name was. So those are about
remember. | probaplmet hundreds, you know.

Ok avy, I think thatds a pretty good way
Okay.

Part 2 will be in a week or so.

Okay.

Thank you, Marvin.

Very good.

(End of Audio File#1 File #2 continues
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DePue: Today is Monday, February 21, 2012. | am in the home of Marvin Farmer.
Good morning, Marvin.

Farmer: Well, good morning, Mark

DePue: This is our second session. Marvin was a veteran of World War II. And
what was your division and your regiment again?

Farmer: Well, my division was the 29th Infantry Division, and my regiment was
the 116th Infantry Regiment. And to get a little fmore into that, 1 was in
Company C of the 116th.

DePue: And you were just your average old rif
Farmer: Yes, sir. | was just a Gl Joe. (laugh)
DePue: Those were the guys that ended up winning the war for us. (laugh) Last

time, we finisted off with you having gone through a lot of combat, and

then going to the rest camp. So what | wanted to start with, then, is after
youdbve been in a rest camp. Youbve see
experience with the tank right outside the windand things like that.

Farmer: Okay.
DePue: What 6s your thought about going back i
Farmer: Well, when you think about going back to combat, you think about going

back to hell. And of course, one is really anxious, and like | said before,
most corerned, always concerned about your own skin. And you know
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

what your odds are. Theyodore just not ¢
anxious to get there, and mostly anxious to get away from the front.
(laugh)

One of the first things that happened afteu went back was, you had to
take refuge in a barn. Can you tell us about that experience?

Which incident was that youdre menti on
You hid away in a barn.

Okay. Well, I kind of think that the Germans called a farm bugdinwe

would say gut, but | imagine they say
spelled gu-t. It would be a large building that would be in the center of, |

would assume, probably a few hundred acres. And this compound would

be primarily for agriculture but | 6 m sure that there w
that lived in the building. And this one day, we were moving up, | would

say, probably about four or five miles, and it was a very long march.

However, the weather was great, the sun was shining. It wae fuse,

shall we say, afternoon walk. And we walked and walked and walked

across this farmland. And there was no activity of war, as | recall, in any

direction. Probably about two or three in the afternoon or something,

maybe a little bit later, we god this compound. And it was a welcome

sight, because we wanted to take a break and get a smoke. There was

something like bales of hay around that we could sit on and make
ourselves comfortable for a moment, an
course, egrybody was grabbing for a cigarette, because you just had to

have that smoke. (laugh) Well, probably about ten minutes later, when we

were in the midst of our relaxation, shall | say again, that all hell broke

loose. They had pretty much foretold whatwwere going to do; they

knew we were going to be going to this compound. And apparently they
didndét want to fire on us when weobre i
till we got all in one small group.

So, as | say, all hell broke loose, primarily with taos. And |
think some of them were close enough to even sling a few grenades our
way. But anyway, the mortars were really the telling thing. We had to take
cover the best we can. And of course, as we just got there for not too many
minutes, nobody had hadhy foxholes to fall into. So we all rdnmost of
us, anyway, ran to this barn and get as close to the ground as you could. It
seemed like | was leaning up against something. But anyway, | probably
thought it was a wall of the barn, but as | looked araalitdle bit later, |
realized | was in a horsebfs stall, and
And not only that, Il was |lying real cl
too much more about that particular incident, but | will say this. Maybe
that ded horse saved my life, because of all the mortar shells ricocheting
I n and so forth. So thatoés the way | r
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

It illustrates just how disorienting sometimes combat can be, how
confusing it can be for you.

WelbI6m not sure of your question there,
Mark. 1 06m not quite with you on this.

Okay, thatos fine. What time of year w
November?

Well, the time of the year was | think | went nto combat in late

August, or first of September. And by this time, it was probably in early or
mid-November, something like that. But I will say this. The weather really
wasnot bad for me at the time | was in
particularly durig the Battle of the Bulge, this particular part of Europe

suffered one of the heaviest snowstorms in many, many years. But
fortunately for me, | didndét have to f

That s a |l ittle ahead oiftreochlne this ory. Te
very, very well dug trench that you encountered.

Well, yes. Again, we were out in the o
open country is to dig a foxhole, move up, dig a foxhole, and go on, and

maybe wind up digging ten foxhed a day. But this particular day, we

moved up to a low rolling hill. And it really was so flat that | hate to call it

a hill, but it was just flat almost, but with a little bit of rolling country.

And | ow and behold if we Addiwdfrsbt happen
t hought this trench must have been mad
see any mechanical tracks, we finally come to the conclusion that this

trench had been built by slave labor. Now, the trench was probably, oh,

| et 6s say mhdagaod fiveefeett deew, iardl 8o theere had to have

been a lot of digging to make a trench like that. Because the trench, as far

as | could tell, run at least a mile and a half to two miles. It could have

been farther. It could have been less, but it was@trench. And the

reason they built that, they dug that trench, was to defend the town that

was probably about a mile and a half or two miles behind this trench. And

we moved in. This was great. Hey, we d
referred to itas the mother of all trenches. It was the mother of all

foxholes. (laugh) It was a great find for us. And to make matters better, |

think we stayed there maybe three or four days, not advancing, just

holding our line there.

Although, one day, we had sommecond thoughts about this
trench. Because on a road to the right, and down about a half a mile, there
appeared three or four German tanks coming up. And the way they were
progressing, it was as if they were coming directly to us. So we wondered
then wheler this trench was a good deal or not. Are we going to get
caught in it? As it happened, as these tanks got closer, they really pulled
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into our field, and we thought this is really going to be bad luck. But they
pulled in the field, and they got close &tlger. And they sort of regrouped,
and they got out as if they were looking at a map. And we wondered if
they were trying to see where we might be. Fortunately, for our side, one
of our group got in touch with a field artillery unit. And as we were at an
advantage, as these allied shells came in, we could see where they were
landing, and we could direct which way to go. First, they were falling a
little bit shy, but later, we could see these shells getting very, very close to
a tank. Well, these German tamen, as soon as the barrage started, they
jumped and got back in their tanks. They hesitated there for maybe
another minute. And all of a sudden, they took off, and they went back the
same way they came. So we were greatly relieved then. (laugh)

DePue: Sothe artillery saved your skin.

Farmer: Oh, yes. As a matter of fact, Il 6ve tri
to what other unit in the Army or Air Force that was helpful to us. In this
instance, it certainly was the Artillery. Another instanéeyle s poken how

the engineers helped us. |l 6ve spoken h
And 1 6ve certainly talked about how th
buil der for wus, even though it wasnoét

seeing t he RBa4hé kigbonmbarggoiBgltovards Germany,
it just was a big morale boost for the little, lowly infantrymen.

DePue: Do you remember any times when the Air Force was giving close air
support, the fighters?

Farmer: Well, the only time that | can remembéat the Air Force gave, shall we
say, tactical help to us, was when there was fighting in Aachen. We
thought that the Air Force dropped a §@fund bomb only about a block
away from us. To my knowledge, none of our guys blamed the Air Force
because, especil | yv when y eahdusecombat, it@an beoau s e
matter of minutes where you own a bl oc
be very hard to pinpoint where the actual frontline was. | do know that the
Army started a procedure where they issued littlered flags that you
could put to identify your position. But to my knowledge, especially with
the fellows in my unit, not once did we use those colored flags, because
we figured not only would the allied planes know where, but the Germans
would knowwhe e we were, too. So that didnot
soon discarded that idea.

DePue: Most of the time, did you move in daylight or at night?

Farmer: Wel | , | guess youb6bd say most of the ti
recall times thatwe moveda ni ght . And | recall one
know how many was in this move, but | 6

maybe a battalion. | know there was just an awful long line, and it had to
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

be more than our company. But anyway, we were in a longdimed | 6 d
say we were probably about, I was gues
at night.

When you say long line, do you mean abreast, a line abreast?

No, no, a single long line, maybe about five or six feet apart. And what we
weretrained o do, i f we were ever engaged i
flare, i1is to freeze. Regardless of wha
muscle. And in this long line of movement that we were in, lo and behold,

here comes a German plane over, and he drfpeearight above us. And

all of a sudden, your darkness just becomes daylight. And through your

training, you just freeze. Whether your hands are extended, or whether

youdre standing, or whether youobre hal
freeze in that psition. And | just felt that, in this instance, that we were

going to really be doomed because, here we are in this open field, nothing

but a long line of soldiers as far as you can see. | was satisfied that the

pil ot couldndt missButfortunatedy, |ivasmwmpngl i ne of
and there was never any follewvp on t hat fl are. And to
grateful for that. (laugh)

You told about another incident where the unit is moving at night. And
youdd stop and di g af afrotxhheorl,e ,a nadn dy ot uhbedn
and dig a foxhole.

Oh, yes. Yeah, I can recall that one.
every time you stop, its dig a hole. You move up 5 feet, or 50 feet, dig

another hole. And this can get pretty tiresome, esihedigou move very

much at night. And this one instance, | think we had moved about three

times. And this was probably before ni
a town that was cut of f, but é. | 6ve go
t o wh e rmevingvup @gaia, and lo and behold, we just got through

digging a hole, and move up again. Well, this one night, as we moved up,

my buddy and | started digging a foxhole, and another guy come up and

he says, AHey, I dondét babecaonbediywbdo
makes it a pretty good deal. One can be on guard, while the other one gets

a couple, three hourés nap. So we said
Wedl !l just make this hole a little big
made a hole about twioot deep, about six foot long, and about two foot

wide, something |ike that. And we got
great. One can guard, and two can sl ee
progressesonatAmour basi s. S o Theé rigattwérleed wh at we

out pretty good. We got generally a little more shuteye than we normally
would get.

Wel | |, about, shall we say, six obcl
the next morning, it was just starting to get a little bit daylight. And here
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comessome Gls kind of creeping through o
where you guys going?0 They said, n We 0
hadndét gone more than probably 30, 40,
just met with heavy machine gun fire, just flying élgirover our heads.

And that kind of | eft us with a proble
guys, but webve got to have three guys
think 1 was on the end, facing this way. Another guy was on the end,

facing thisway. Andté t hird guy, heds just in thi
was, but he was just in there in some way. And the bad thing was the

foxholes that we had dug was plain old yellow clay. It was just like a

diamond in the sky out there on that dirt. So the Germans &rautly

where we wer e. They could see the hol
out. Now what we felt real sorry for was the troops that had just advanced

t hrough us. They didndét even have a fo
laying there on top of thergund. After this small arms fire ceased a little

bit, then they really did start meaning business, and started lobbing

mortars in on us. They had this area very well oriented, and they could

zero right in on that with those mortars.

So from sni xt hoeb cmtoorcnki nig, till four o
afternoon, or somewhere along that line, we were captive in this field. We
couldndét get wup. I f you had to go to t
that as the option, or have a barrage of machine gun bulletaggour
way. Now, if you wanted a little bit of excitement, just put the helmet on
the end of your rifle, and stick it up
(laugh) So we were there, as | say, ti

And we were thinkingnaybe when it gets dark, we could kind of retreat

back out of that bad position we were
some noise, the noise of a tank coming. You could hear the clatter of the

tread. And, of course, the bad part is, whenitwasfeagy , you coul dno
tell whether they were German tanks or American tanks coming your way.

So finally we determined that they were from behind us and to our right,

and they kept getting closer. The closer they got, there was no machine

gun fire from what wepreviously encountered. So these tanks just kept on

coming.

All of a sudden, they came within,
block to our right. And immediately in front of us was a hedge. And as
these tanks approached that hedge, out come a bunch cdiGsoidiers.
And i f | was estimating the amount, | 6
German soldiers come out with their hands over their head, surrendering
to these tanks. And so, of course, that day was the day | give thanks to the
armored unit theréhat came in. A peculiar part about this is, they came in
and they left about as fast as they got there, and we never even got to say
thank you to them. (laugh) They just come in, and we took over the
prisoners.
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But getting back to moving up, what we h#whe, we had moved
up right in front of a German line of defense. We were probably
somewhere less than 200 feet from this hedge row, or bushes, or whatever

It was, and they were |ined up behind
them. Theycouldseeud&ind | guess that just shows
good to move up at night, because you

going, unless you really got that field oriented. (laugh)

DePue: | assume that this was the whole unit. Was there any talking back and
forth between foxholes during the day?

Farmer: No. No, we didnot talk, although we mi
of any communication with each other.

DePue: Tel | me about the POWOGbs. What did you
Farmer: Well, as far as | was coamed, in the Infantry unit, once we captured
them, | 6d say wedd give them back to s
headquarters. And | canodot recall any o

back any further. We just turned them on back to company headquarters,
battalion headquarters, and let them take care of them.

DePue: Often, when youbve got prisoners, that
you concerned about the prisoners trying to do something?

Farmer: Generally not. It seemed to me that the prisoners that we tek w
actually glad to be taken prisoners. We took a lot of, | would consider,
young, probably 17 years old. We took a lot of prisoners that were older.
|l 6d say probably in their 5006s and 600606
with the prisoners, evenatr back i n Engl and, I wasnbod
their activities, maybe uprising again
seemed like they were happy to be taken prisoners. | think they felt that
they would probably be treated better than they would evdreindwn
army, with the food and the stuff that went along with the way we treated
our prisoners.

DePue: From what | could understand, shortly after this incident, you went back to
the rest camp again, to a rest area. Did you go back to a rest area after
this?
Farmer: Wel |, | 6ve been to the rest area twice

difficult to define one from the other, except the first rest period | could

remember was outside of Aachen. And | remember when those planes

come in, and the Red Crogsls come up. But it seemed like the second

time | was in a rest area was probably when we were near some coal mine,

and got our showers there. But | 6m hav
distinguishing between the two rest times.
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

In the book, you talkedbout, in the rest area the second time around, your
foxhole buddy was a lieutenant.

Oh, yeah. Yeah, I remember that. | don
you generally just pair up with your buddy in the squad. But this time, |

dondt kemevd Illitkesehe didndét have an off
some reason, (1l augh), I didndot have a
know i f we could hook wup, and | said t

think | mention in the book, apparently one of the duties line officer is

to censor any letters that his subordinates might be writing. And at this

particular rest period, or rest time, this lieutenant did most of his

censoring, as far as | know, at night time with some kind of flashlight. |

dondt kweoget aflashkight, but we each had one. And he asked

me if | would like to censor some letters. | said, well, if | can help you out,

| will. After you read a few of these love letters and so forth, it soon gets
boring, and youor gettheyob donekSohdid helpf anxi ou
him with this censorship to the best o
tell any of my fellow buddies that | was doing that. | just kept that a secret

between me and the lieutenant. (laugh)

Did you have to mark itwt, or cut passages out? How did you do that?

Il candt remember of having to omit any
best | can remember.

What did they want you to take out, if you found something?

Wel | , t hey d artituladlyt show svimat locatien we were pvith.
They didnét want wus to divulge any pl a
didndét even want wus to tell, as | say

unit we were in. All we had to say was our serial number.
How long did you stay in the rest area, just a couple days?

Well, we would generally stay in a rest area about five or six days,
something like that, maybe just a fraction over a week.

From what | can tell, the next time you went back intmioat was late
November, and you got to stay in a pretty fancy house, apparently.

Oh, vyes. |l remember that house. And | 6
town it was. I't might have been Kosl ar
brick house, | wouldgay. On the outside appearance, it probably looked

like that unit there, with a nice bright, red brick on the outside. It was just

what | would call a very luxurious house. | think we stayed there probably

four or five days, just in a holding pattern. Waedha picture window. We

could look down towards the river. And there was a bluff on the other

side. We could watch what appeared to be a large movement of German
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

vehicles. And, as | recall, they were basically going from our left to our

right, on the otheside of the river. And we reported that back to our

headquarters, company, or whatever, and there was nothing ever done

about that. And to this day, | think that was one of the biggest blunders

that | encountered when | was in the services. There waslowa{up on

t his. I dondét know whet her you read ab

But getting back to the house, it was a very nice house. | do know
that we were there on Thanksgiving Day. One of the ladies, an elderly
lady, came back, and she got som#dywr something out of the kitchen.
So if she used the butter, we figured we could use it, too. And she also had
some hens out in the back yard, so, |I|o
in the fireplace. We had smoke coming out of the chimney, we wer
cooking chicken. And we found some rice. As | say, this was a nice house.
They had beautiful silverware. I f 1 6m
table that we had. So we set that table up with the finest silverware and
crystal ware, had fresh chickerith rice and warm air coming out of the
fireplace, smoke coming out of the chimney. We were living it up on
Thanksgiving Day, right on the front line!

Was this in Germany then?

Oh, yes. Oh yes, this is in Germany.

The Roer River, Po-e-r?

Wel |, toleeredbeRreoOsTliRereds three of the
| think you said in the book{a-r, or something like that.

Okay, yeah.

But this is the Ro-e-r River?

| think | referred to it as Ri-h-r. But whatl was surprised about is that,

even though we were so close to this river, | never actually got to see it.

As a matter of fact, I didndét get to s
back there. And i f | was comparing riyvV
comparing this to the Mississippi. It 6d
Sangamon River. (laugh)

You mentioned that the woman who lived there came back. Did she stay
there a lot?

Oh, no, no, no. She was just there for a short while. She andhgot this

butter and got back out. I dondt Kknow.
t wo or something out in the back. But
course, we werenb6t quite too happy wit
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

know whether she coulcelassessing our capabilities there, like whether
we had one guy or 15 guys in that hous
happy. We kind of wanted to shoo her out, get her out.

What did the Army say about how to treat the Germans, how to take care
of their property, things like that?

Wel | , | dondt know. It seemed | i ke pre
were pretty much on our own. Number one, we were told not to fraternize

with the civilians. We were told, if we could, just to group thegetber

and get them out of the combat area. And generally, that went along pretty

good, although | do recall one incident where we were moving up in a

block of houses, and we asked this one German couple was there any

German soldiers in their house. Thegw e out i n front. And
soldat. No soldat. o But then, of cours
Went in there, and they found one guy in there. So that really made us

mad. (laugh) They werenot truthful wit
resulted n several deaths of our guys. But
problem, as far as 1 6dm concerned. It h

of any combat operations. So it seemed like to me, they were generally out
of the way and gone.

Were you gven instructions to respect and take care of their property?

|l candt say as | was given any instruc
willingly forgot it, but | candét say t
have a yearning to, shall we say, lontick up something that they

thought might be of value to them later. But | was not one to pick up any

|l oot . Number one, I didndét figure | ha
| was more interested in saving my skin than saving a vase off that table.

(laugh)

From what you described, it sounds like what you were watching across
the river was a lot of troop movements to the south.

Right . I candét say as | saw a |l ot of s
Now, of course, the soldiers cduhave been in the vehicles, but as |
recall, it was mostly vehicles, tanks.

And if | got my timeline right, this would be just a few days before the
Battle of the Bulge started.

Yes. Let 6s see. Il think trdquedwBagt t |l e of
the 16th of December, something like that.

Right.

45



Marvin Farmer Interview # VR2A-L-2012003.01

Farmer: And this wasd | already mentioned it was around Thanksgiving. So
Thanksgiving would probably be about the third or fourth week in
November . | 6m as c e atwasipart ofahe forlcedthat s i t t i n
would later be known as the greatest military operation ever opposed
against the United States.

DePue: Shortly after this, it sounds I|ike you
Palace.

Farmer: Yeah.

DePue: How do you pronouncthat?

Farmer: Wel | , | think they just forget about t

DePue: Ulich.

Farmer: Julich Sportz Platz,-pat-z . ltés kind of I|ike that.

forward, they wanted to clear everything up on this side of the river. And
commecially, the Germans wanted to keep a foothold on the opposite

side, if they could. So there was a great concern about this area around us,

the Sportz Platz. There was a swimming pool. There was the Sportz Platz

itself, and maybe another couple of otheilfaes. The Germans just did

everything they could to control them. And as | recall this operation, we

moved up to one of these farm complexes, a guterg, or whatever. And our
particular area that we were in, | remembered it was like a little chicken

hou, and thatdés where our squad, I gue
squaddés command post. Thatods where we
from. And | guess because the Sportz Platz was one of the bigger units

there at the sports area, the allies wantdatw if they could take it. So

they designed a patrol to go there and see exactly what was in the Sportz

Platz, or what was around it. | was the second one in this patrol. | think we

mi ght have had as many as seven, but b
sureof the amount. And | can recall, or | can show you in the book (laugh)
the picture of this area, but thereds

then the sports area is to the left of that. And we went along this forest

area, parallel with the rivetill we got up to the Sportz Platz. We stopped

for a couple seconds, kind of got orgga
continue on around the Sportz Platz, between the Sportz Platz and the

river, and come back to where we started from. The only thingvinat

saw of any significance was one German soldier, and we had captured

him, so we didndét think there was much

And as we were standing at our original starting place, we soon
had our minds changed, because all of a suddenjusiegpened up on us
with machine guns. They had machine guns, and burp guns, and maybe a
few rifle fires. | mistakenly thought | saw a tank dug in there, too. And so
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

we left that area on the double and went back to our chicken house and

reported whatwa ad just seen. I piped up and s
got a tank dug in there.o Well, one of
and he says, nAWell, weoll have to get

Of course, | knew youodor ehanot going

bazooka. (laugh) But that was an order, and so | was given a bazooka man
and his ammunition carrier, and away we go. So | get outside the chicken

house, and | tell them that webdve got
be a tank. i Alindd. But Ihusttwans younid fallow nwy e 6

i nstructions, and when we get wup there
tank is. And then | want you to give n
get out there, because when you shoot that bazooka, withetstaback,

theydre going to zero in on you. So |
it, you better take off.d So anyway, t

we sneaked up there, and what | thought was the tank, | pointed out to

them. | tiptoed up and paed it out to them. Give me five seconds. And

so that was the way it was. The bazooka went off and, as expected, the

smal | arms fire went off. And on the w
what happened. I dondét know whet her |
conassion, whether by field artillery or by aBbomb, a buzz bomb.

Anyway, that ended my combat career. And somehow, | guess, | got back

to the chicken house, and the next tin
Liege, Belgium.

Do you know how long yowere out?

No.

Several days, a couple of hours?

No. |l 6d say it was a few hours, but |
Okay and you said the hospital in Liege, Belgium?

Yeah, I was there. Thatléosthe®Balget i ng back
had started. | think that was one of the trophies that the Germans wanted

was Liege, and they pointed their attack towards Liege. And the

Americans were certainly aware of this, and they decided to vacate the

hospital, to relocate it. Omé day after Christmas in that year, we were

told to pick up our belongings. We were going to go to the airport, and

they were going to evacuate this hospi
southern France, to a hospital back there someplace. But as wetlyot t

airport and lined up on what | think was a46, where the seats were

along the side. We finally got on this plane. Its propellers were going. And

the pilot said, Al 6m getting the heck
the other end of the airgor. And he sai d, AShut the d
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So thatodos the way it was. And one of t
to ask the pilot where we was going, and he said we was going to England.
Oh, we thought we were flying to heaven. (laugh)

When you had this experience at the Sportz Platz, was that before the
Battle of the Bulge started?

Oh, yes, yes, yeah. | want to say something else about that Sportz Platz. |

didndot |l earn this until several weeks
And apparently the reason | didnot | ea
hospital either in Engl &Stagandr i n Liege

Stripes The Stars and Stripelsad a story about the Sportz Platz, and |
learned about that story from a guythe hospital from a 2nd Armored

Division. And somewhere there | menti o
were there?0 And | sai d, fYeah. 0O He s a
wasnoét it?0 | said, AWell, | just knew

thathi ng. 0 HeStassandStripediafchea st ory on that.

After the initial patrol that night, another unit of the 116th attacked
it, and they couldndét take it. Another
couldndét take i t. Aingdant dirafisgshyshe aft er d
United States Air Force. They bombed that place. They strafed it. They
knew they had everybody in there dead. They tried taking it the next day,
and they couldno6t. I &dm not compl etely
this plce, but it was two weeks after | had made that patrol around.
(laugh) What they found out when they finally captured this was that the
Germans had dug a tunnel, or probably had slave labor build a tunnel from
the Sportz Platz to the river, so they coulth@ troops up that river, drop
them off at the tunnel, come in there, fight. If they had an injury, they
could take him out. |l f theydre startin
out the tunnel. Thatoés the way they we
| thought that was really an interesting thing.

Yeah. Well, you missed the Battle of the Bulge, but | just wanted to
mention a couple things here. The Sportz Platz is in a German town to the
west of Cologne, probably 30 miles west.

Yeah,hat 6s probably right.

And you guys, the 29th Division, the 116th would have been north of the
Bulge, itself, maybe on the shoulder of the Bulge.

Oh, yes, yes. Yeah, we were north of
correction. Now allthisshi | e, we werenét fighting a
We were fighting only as the 116th Reg
divorced from the 29th Division at that point, but we fought just as a

Regiment, and not as a part of the 29th Division.
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Well, except for this one experience where you had 60 German soldiers
surrender, it sounds like the Germans were still putting up very stiff
resistance.

Oh, yeah. If they had a situation where they could fight, and it looks like
they were going to win, tlyewere hard to come by. And they were very
good at snipers. It seemed like they always could place someone in a
particular spot that would prevent you to advance. So, as far as combat

sol dier s, I think they were @Hood but
they could see a point where they we
were very anxious to surrender. I 611
Tell me about the time you spent in England in the hospital.

Wel | , | candt say as pitalimEngland. kwag me mo
just sort of bl ah. I canodot recall. I
What kind of injuries did you have?

Well, it all had to do with hearing, with my hearing.

Would they call this a concussion easday?

| guess thatdés what they call it, vye
You had some hearing loss after that?

Well, it came up gradually. First, | had a ringing in my ears. But this was

sort of continuous from the time that | was in combat. First, it wasig

in the ears, and | complained about that as soon as | got out of the service.

And | went directly to Hines Veterans Hospital in Chicago. They did
several tests, and they said we canbo
coul d be, @ Andwhen doqgou hotice the mobt ringing? And

|l said, AWell, when itdéds the quietes
night when ités quiet, the ringing s
forget there was a Lieutenant Colonel that was a doctoheusdid,

AwWel |, I 61l tell you what you do. Yo
plays ot il l ong enough after you get

problems. o6 (laugh) And thatoés the wa
more or less subsided,dthen the lack of hearing set in, and it just keeps

getting worse. |l 6ve got no hearing a
now, with the hearing aid that |106ve
hearing in this ear.

Were there any other injes that you had?

| never had a scratch, or a cut. There was a time in rest area that the
Lieutenant said, ADoes anybody have
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get a Purple Heart. Just |l et me know. 0
you couldget a Purple Heart. He would sign you up. So it just shows that
t hereds, Il t hink, somet hing | acking, e

Heart or norPurple Heart.

While I'dm on that subject, Il dm goin
youdre a PRwenplieniearytour got <certain ber
you got more benefits. You could be hurt without getting a scratch. You
could |l ose your hearing. You could | os
find this hard to say, but if you were a prisoner of wanentioned that
you got certain benefits. But if yqarevented yourself from being a
prisoner of war, thatos it, not hi ng, n
one time, | mentioned before where we were cut out completely, around,
on top of our housell the way around our house, their tank outside our
house, and we were told to surrender. And we could have easily. And |
think I told you where that one |
mercy. Shall we surrendeco@dhavAnd s
easily been a prisoner of war, an
about it. Because physically, it looked like that would have been a smart
thing to do, to surrender when youore
again. Youcanbeni t hat position of not surrend
anything. But if you surrender, you get more benefits. (laugh) You see
what my point is? (laugh)

eut
t h
t h

[OBNORO)

i
0
d

Wel | , maybe when youdre a prisoner of
way.
(laugh) Welll 61 I concede. You know being a p

was no holiday.

But people in your situation, where yo
all the time, what never happens is time for the lieutenant or the officer to
write up the awards. Thalways kind of gets forgotten, it seems like.

Excuse me?

That for people |ike yourself in comba
write the awards that maybe should have been written.

Yeah, yeah, thatods right.

After you get @ne from the hospital in England, did you go back to
Europe?

Well, | will say this. At the hospital in England, all of us that were there
were assigned to noncombat duty. And not only were they using a lot of
infantrymen, and having difficulty keey that supply line going for
infantrymen, they were also losing officers. And higher command decided
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to make an officerodos training camp 1in
the hospital in England was assigned t
whichwas in Fontainebleau, France. It was about 30 miles, | think, south

of Paris. And it was a prior French army post. After that, it was a German

army post. And then, finally, we wused
training school. Now Fort Benning, Ge@gduring the war, was known

as producing 9@ay wonders, but our camp there, we produceda0

wonders! It was supposedly picking up noncommissioned officers off the

front line that showed some success at being leaders. So they were the

ones that wererpferred to go to this school. They were given a

commi ssion afterward. I canot recal |,
maybe 300 or 400 at one time there.

It might be of a little bit of interest to you that the First Sergeant in
the academy where | wassmame was Herndon, and he was from
Springfield, lllinois. He was quite a guy. Been in the Army 27 years. He
had stripes up his arm (laugh) you wou
he was born, but it was way dasack. (I au
he had. He came out one morning, and somebody had gone to the toilet on
his walkway to his office, and he was pretty mad about it. So he called

these officers out, the officete-b e, and sai d, Al want t hq
made t hi s me s sNolody stepped forwdrcd And/ldersaid. 0
agai n, Al 6m asking one, 0 and nobody st

them all to the barracks for two weeks. And two weeks goes by. He asked
it again. Nobody volunteered, and he restricted them again for two weeks.
(laugh) He was a mean one. (laugh)

DePue: Well, he had a good reason then.

Farmer: Yeah. (laugh)

DePue: What were your duties at this school?

Farmer: | was mail clerk there, and | was in charge of that mail section. And we

were there at the university, attbhisf f i cer 6s training c¢camp,
after June, when the war ended over there. And of course, they had no
more need for officers, so they disbanded that school. And what the
problem was at that point was getting the soldiers home from Europe.
Somelody wanted to go send them on down to Japan. They had so many
soldiers there, and only so many ships to take them in. So they decided to
have a university in England where these soldiers waiting with lots of
points could go to the school and get a collegelit. So they sent the
company that | was in from this officer [school] to this university in
Shrivenham, England, which is about 80 miles west of London. And they
sent over about between 200 and 300 university professors and gave them
an of f i omewitld s raoknjusttle uniform. As | say, these guys
could go to school there and get college credit. It was a pretty nice place
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for us. We had our own football team. We had our own radio station. It

was just kind of like a vacation. | know | could gfi in my room and look

out over the football field and hear the game being broadcast. (laugh) |

remember we played a Canadian team one time. In one half, they played

American rules, and the other half, they played Canadian rules. (laugh) |

think theyhavo ne mor e man on their football
12 men. (laugh) We had our own cheerleaders. It had some sign of a

college atmosphere.

DePue: You stayed there for several months. Why were you there, when you had a
lot of points already?

Farmer: Ididndét have enough.
DePue: You didnodét have enough.
Farmer: No. A lot of those, you know, theyo6d b

they went over to Europe, so they had beaucoup points. (laugh)
DePue: Do you remember \E Day?

Farmer: No. |t hne of khe mybteries@®Bmy stay in the Army. | was in
France at Fontainebleau, but | cannot remember, for the life of me, what
happened on \E Day. And | think, as | reflect on it, it must have been the
fact that my VE Day was when | left the front linet. was just like getting
away from it all. To me, it was like the war was over, the war and combat;

itoés all, more or |l ess, a safe job, sh
DePue: They werenét going to send you back in
Farmer: Yes. | forget what they called a noncondratstatus. They had a term for

it |l candt remember what it was.
DePue: Do you remember dropping the atomic bomb and the end of war in Japan?
Farmer: Not necessarily so. After the war was over in Europe, and we were pretty

wel |l sat i sf i eoihgto leading to dapan,éat jue seénied g

like the war was kind of over for us.
DePue: Do you think Truman made the right decision to drop the bomb?
Farmer: Wel |, | 6ve heard a | ot of comments on

sol di er s a lvotalked td sbldidars,thatavasdn the@roop ships,

ready to go Japan. They are all firmly convinced that he made the right

decision, excluding the fact that they killed hundreds, or maybe thousands,

of Japanese in those two bombings. But it was theimigéhiat the deaths

would have been of a much | arger propo
them.
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| know that you had some bad news when you were in France.

Oh, yes. It was right after the war was over over there, and | had a

cablegram thatme of my aunts had died. And I felt so bad about that. But

then, I think it was two days later, | got another cablegram, and it said my

mother was very sick. And then I think another day, | got the third

cablegram, and it said she had died. But beingeaw/#én was over, |

didndot think | would have any difficul
come home for the funeral. | had a lot of support from my unit. As a

matter of fact, the officers in charge, as | understand this, stayed up all

night, not only prparing my furlough, but preparing an air flight back to

home. And just when | was thinking about packing up and leaving, | get a

call from the company officer, and they said they got some bad news for

me, that my request had been turned down at wharéfieyed to at the

highest level. And to me, the highest level had to be the President of the

country, the highest level. And | was aggrieved further in the next day or

t wo, when it was |l earned that Presiden
New York to Gilifornia, and | just wondered if | was bumped by his dog.

Now, his dog was named FalagH-a, (laugh) and it was a very famous

dog. |l have no proof that that was why
always kind of been a concern of mine. (laugh)

| understand that back in Shrivenham, at this makeshift college where you
were serving, they had Ger man POWO6s th

Oh, yes. We had at least 200, if not more, and they just did everything. |
guess | could almost say we made slaves out of theaglf) We had little
potbelly stoves in our barracks, and they would start the fire. They would
clean the ashes out. They would clean our apartment. They would make
our beds. They would do our barber work. They would do all the cooking.
As | say, it was clee to making slaves of them. One time, | went to the

bar bershop to get a haircut, and | tho
shave. | 6d never had a shave from some
give me a shave. He diydithéhatrequesb k | i ke h

but he proceeded. And then when | laid there, and | saw him have that

doggone razor in his hand, (laugh) | got to wondering whether that was

such a smart idea or not. Anyway, that
asked for a shave. (Igh)

Why weren6ét they sent back to Ger many

Well, if we could use them, we might as well use them. | guess that was
the idea.

Well, the other interesting part about this chapter of your story is what

happenedafter all the Gls shipped back home. What group did you get
after that?

53



Marvin Farmer Interview # VR2A-L-2012003.01

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

Oh, well, after they got the bulk of Gls out of England, they had this one

more probl em. They had, I candét 1 magin
thousands, of Gl brides in Elagpd, and some in France, that had to be

shipped back to the United States. So we converted our-sséff the

staff that we had the officerds traini
t here at Shrivenham. Now t hlmtin, wedre s
i nstead of having students, weodre goin

would come in from all over in busses, private cars, or whatever, and get

shots, go through customs, get money exchanged. Most importantly was to

get their luggage stenciled and $tbanded, ready for the boat. And so

their stay was from anywhere from like three days to maybe two weeks up

there, depending upon transportation. My particular job there was

customs, and | would go through the luggage that they were going to send

tothes¢ at es. There were certain things th
Number one, which the English really wanted to impress on all of us, was

no silver could leave England And then, amongst other things, feathers,

for poultry disease. Any Gl clothing,thegas | dndét take that. A
one, | thought she was a rather elderly bride, but she had a big box of
sterling silver. She couldndét take tha
boxed up and sent back to her folks. She was pretty upset about it. The

Engi sh didndét want that silver |l eaving

What was your impression of the war brides?

Oh, we kind of got a kick out of them. Regardless of where they were

going, we would say, AYouobdreitgoing to
down there!o (laugh) No matter where t
FIl orida, AOh, youodll |l ove it! You wi l

muggy down there.o (laugh) We should h
(laugh)

Were they pretty exciteabout going?
Oh, yeah. They all seemed to be pretty excited, yeah.
But their husbands were already back in the United States?

Yeah, yeah, yeah. Here again, we had several prisoners of war there

helping us. When we inspected theirdage, we had to do it in their

presence. And then as soon as it was inspected, if they had a lock, we put a

lock on it. But then it was stebanded and stenciled to Dallas, Texas.

There was stencil all over the place. But yeah, we used those German

prisorers of war. And this is where | kind of got on the friendly side of

one of them. Il think 1061l1 <call him Han
you see him every day. You work with him every day. And then the next

day, you talk to him a little bit. One daygewgot talking about the Army,

or where he was, and where | was, and come to find out, it seemed like we
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kept getting closer and closer, and then it seemed like it was a possibility
that we might even be shooting at one another. And, for some reason, that

kind of changed

my

attitude

towar d

much after that as | did before then. (laugh) I thought, you know, he could

have killed me. (laugh)

| wanted to take the opportunity. Maybe if | could ask you to read what |
have hghlighted here, because | know you asked him what he thought of
American soldiers, what German soldiers thought of American soldiers.
Could you read this for us?

Yeah. (reads) | asked him how the typical German soldier perceived the
typical Amerian soldier. His final answer to this question was, a soldier
who we were most afraid of, a quiet, serionsided person, one who

wanted to get their job completed and get home. Okay.

And then the second part is what you guys, what Americans thotight

German soldiers.

Yeah. (reads) | would say that he was ve

good at playing war games. He was
patient, set up many traps in which we

became victims. He was good at fighting
hard battle while retreating. It seemed to

me, however, that if thesuddenly be
placed in a very difficult situation, they
were most easy to surrender. Right or

wrong, | am of the opinion that surrender
was a part of their strategy, both on offen
and defense. | also believe they were rea
tired of fighting a long warNo doubt that
they were filtered back to them that the
American captors treated German prisoners

very well. | believe that the average German soldiers were never as
dedicated soldier to their cause as were the dedicated American line. The
freedom and the Werican way had more to offer than what their country

stood for, or they had to come home to.

Is that to say that you and your American buddies believed in what you

were doing?

Right, right, right, right.

No question in your mind?

No question. (laugh)
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| want to ask you a couple questions about off duty time in England. Did
you get a chance to see a little bit of England?

Wel | , I went down to Wal es, Cardi ff, V
town, oh Birmingham. ©course, | went through Southampton two or

three times, but | didndét go there on
Shrivenham, and thatoés where we got fi
Did you have a chance to date any of the English girls?

Oh, yes. |l t6s peculiar that for some r ¢
British girls really were more fond of Americans, by far, than they were of

the British soldiers. That is what it seemed to me. You had no trouble

getting a date, no matter what towruyeere in. If you just had that

American uniform on, they just loved you. (laugh)

Were some of these girls trying to get to the United States, do you think?

Oh, | definitely think so. | think most of them were, yeah, yeah. Yep, |
believe that.

One of the things you mentioned, the story about cognac, | found that
interesting.

Oh, well, that had to be, of course, the first year after the war was over.
And we were in England, and apparently, thewai t a mi nut e. Wedd
a time out.

Okay.
(pause in recording)
Okay, we took a very quick break. We were talking about cognac.

Oh, yes. Well, as | say, it was the first Christmas after the war was over in

Europe. The French government thought it would be athiog if they

could maybe cheer up the Gl &s from t he
so they decided to give quite a sizeable amount of cognac to as many of

the troops as they could get lined up. Well, we were aware of this. They

told us probably aboutvo weeks before Christmas that we would be

gettingd | donét remember -Whdtblserj uistt wWay a
bottle of cognac before Christmas, and
New Year ds. So that soundehéscogmetty goo
secure, they put this at the military post, the military headquarters, and

that 6s where the military police guard
subject to them, and tries to keep everything on an even keel.
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Well, as Christmas approached, onghij | guess it must have
been the lieutenant in charge decided he would sample maybe a bottle of

cognac. And by dern, It seemed | ike it
another one. That made his generosity even more favorable, so Hey, why
not share this wit these guys here under lock and key? So he unlocks
them. Well, to make a long story short, they really had quite a chaos there
at the MP headquarters. Between what they had consumed, and what they
had given away themselves, it greatly shortened the amdungnac to
be given to the balance of the soldiers over there. Matter of fact, it cut it in
hal f, that you would just get one bott
Christmas, which was your choice. And so we were kind of disappointed
at that.

But Webfbrget. hhad a British girlfriend at the time, and |
take this bottle of cognac and, hey, w
out. Wedre going to go out to a pub an
what we di d. But t hrableobsameboslynetse r wasnot
bringing in |Iiqguor to his place, and h
ordered us out of there. (laugh) So | gave that doggone bottle of cognac to
the first Gl | saw. | said the heck with that cognac. (laugh)
Well, you maddor one happy Gl, though.
Yeah. (laugh)
When did you finally get to the United States?
Wel | , | candt give you the specific da
someplace.
| 6m thinking its March.
It was around Februay of 0646, | guess.
Youbve got March 23, 1946.
Okay, okay. So finally, while wedre th
our turn comes up. Not | i ke coming ove
ship coming back. Instead of 16,000treop t her eds onl vy, I th
1,200 soldiers, and maybe 600 sailors. And those sailors had been
stationed in Southampton during the war. So there we are, almost less than
2,000, as opposed to 16,000. And the captain of the ship was a real
congenial fellev, and he welcomed us. Matter of fact, he stood by the
gangplank as we got on, and just seeme
been out on the water but about a day, and he said there was a stowaway
on a boat, and that kind of got us excited. Well comentb dut the
stowaway was a girl. And the next day, we find out that the stowaway was
a girlfriend of one of the shipbds crew
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married. And the marriage would be out in the ocean, so the captain was

going to be the one. And vamly had one other lady on the ship that could

stand up. She was a nur se. |l think she
wedding the next day, and they were supposed to give them a private place

to stay.

Well, as it happened, we took a southern roaieklto the states. It
was really enjoyable, from the cold, damp winter in England, to be out in
the sun. And of course, there we were, out there onboard the ship,
bareback, bare from the waist up. And
come in and sayhat one of his buddies is coming over with a load of
troops for Europe, and his buddy said that they would like to meet out in
the middle of the Atlantic. So the next day, they were supposed to meet
about eleven o006cl ock, sootegenthalyng | i ke t
waiting to see the other ship coming in. And finally, we could spot it up.
|l 6d say we probably got within a block
motor off, and we were just kind of floating around there with the waves,

outinthe middled t he Atl antic. Well, hereds t
Theyore all sitting up straight and pr
and us, wedre going all over the place
started giving them heelylou dred nwe 6I'ch es aw
over. Why do you want to go over there

five minutes of that tomfoolery, they cranked the motor up and away we
went, each on our way.

The other thing | remember about that trip was coming along the
Atlantic coast. It seemed like we must have got there like about five
o6clock in the morning, and the |ights
could just never come down to New York harbor. (laugh) | guess we were
just too anxious to get home. But finally, wenee in, and came by the
Statue of Liberty. And with all the ships giving us an honorable toot, it
was very emotional for most of us. Just really glad to get back home.
(laugh)

Something you remember to this day?
Oh, sure. Yep.

And one you got to New York City, did you take a train out to lllinois?

Well, you know, | candt remember getti
we did. Wewenttd | canét think of this camp i
Camp McCoy.

Camp Mc Co yght. We Waetthiere forraicouple of days and caught
a bus back home to Waverly.
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Do you remember finally getting back to Waverly and seeing the family,
that reunion?

Oh, well, 1 6m having trouble distingui
come hore, or whether it was the last time, when | was on a furlough. |

know that one time, you know, there was no bus service to Waverly, so |

had to hitchhike from Springfield. And
remember hitchhiking from Springfield when [ fihagot my discharge. |
remember hitchhiking at two od6clock 1in
furl ough, but | candt remember. Hi t chh
now, but it was very common during the war, and really very effective. |

really didnoandnimpmedoplheo sdei dndt mind pic
were happy to do it. They werendt susp
today.

Did you have any intentions of staying in the military?
|l thought about it bututl thought, no,
What did you do then, with the rest of your life?

Well, I guess what they call rocked the chair. | think | did a rocking chair

for about six months or so. And then | had a buddy of mine, he said,

AWhat do you say dceltds agmd tlo saisd ,n efsWe
wit h me. |l dondét care.o So off we went
School . |l went t o -anddhalfoydars,ay¢ah.Br ownods f o

What after that then? What was your career?

Well, I wound up with the Deptament of Revenue, and | worked for them
for 17 years. | was in a tax unit known as the capital stock tax. And it was
also defined by the Supreme Court as a personal property tax. So when a
personal property tax was eliminated in lllinois, that eliminatgdat,

too. (laugh) Then | went to work for the Illlinois Commerce Commission. |
worked there for another 13 years, and retired from the State then.

You must have been one of the least favorite tax collectors in the state.

Oh, well, the thingabout it, the tax that | administered was on
corporations. And | dondét know whet her
or something to be ashamed of. (laugh) But | was the assessor for this

capital stock tax, and | put an assessment on lllinois Power Cgrfgran

$105 million. And to my knowledge, that was the highest assessment ever

placed on anybody or anything, including Commonwealth Edison. Now,
Commonwealth Edison was not in the jurisdiction of the department. It

was under the jurisdiction of Chicago. daven though Commonwealth

Edison could eat lllinois Power alive, their assessment was like about $38

million, as opposed to lllinois Power at $105 million. (laugh)
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

When did you get married?
| got married on October 14, 1950.
Tell usabout meeting your wife then.

Well, it may be a little bit peculiar, but | met my wife at a pool hall. |

talked about my buddy and | going to business college. And every

morning, web6d go down to what was <call
they sered breakfast, and they also had a pool hall in the back. So one

morning, my buddy and | were having breakfast there, and these two girls

go by. And one of them knew my buddy, and so they called him in. And

that 6s when | firstghnet Mary, at a poo

Mary is her first name?

Yeah.

What was her last name?

Cadagin, Ga-d-a-g-i-n.

So thatés why the house is so decked o

That 6s right. Thatdés r i ghtickoritishght . It
| always assumed, with the name of Farmer, that | was of English descent.

It seemed like Farmer was more like English. In our travels after | retired,

I was in Oxford, England. And thereos
city, and | faind the name of John Farmer, and so | was pretty much

convinced then that | was from English descent. But then later, | was in

Ireland, and my wife wanted to go to the Belleek Plant. At that time,

Belleek was in Northern Ireland. We were staying at a bédefikfast,

and when | signed in for the bed & breakfast the lady noticed my name,

Far mer. And she says, i Oh, I know | ot s
to get the telephone book out. They only have one telephone book in all of

Ireland. And she showed mé the long list of Farmer names in the

telephone book. And then she says, Ay
Countyd which is where the Belleek Plantds Fermanagh in Gaelic

means farmer. o6 (|l augh) So now | donot
England. (laugh)

Or you could have been an Englishman whose family ended up in Ireland.

(laugh) Okay, a couple more questions about your time in the service. The

food, especially kations, or erations. Remember much about the food?

Wel | , |  d otoodmuch abeutheatmbsel thought cations were

pretty good, if you could get some way to heat them. If you had time, and

if a situation warranted it, 4t wasnot
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

rations, but | survived. You look back. You wonder whgy issued
cigarettes in that, but thatos the way

That 6s how you started smoking?

Oh, yes. |l didnét smoke oOtil I went in
Was there a favorite-kation?

No, | candét say as any favorite.

Was tlere one that you hated?

No, | candt remember any that | really
as | particularly liked that, but maybe that wasraat i o n. I dm not s

| think it was. One of the stories that struck me was about snion
Oh. (laugh)

Maybe this was after the war was over?

No, no, this is when I was at that off
Fontainebleau. And it was kind of a strange arrangement, the facility that
we was in. It was sort of ikeadas e, and yet | candét rec
it. The window that was close to the n
garden; sometimes we would hop out that window go run across to his
garden and jump over a wall. Then weod

go by a guard, and stuff like that. So we noticed what a neat garden this

guy had with his onions and radishes a
weed in the place. You never saw him,
long time since | had a fresh oni (laugh) So we pulled up three or four

of those onions there, and washed them off and took them with us to the

mess hall, and we had onions for... (laugh).

Wel | , |l 6m kind of getting ahead of
moved into this place, | said it wasior French, prior German, and even
some American unit had been there in front of us for a short while. In this
one building, one of our guys found qu
refer to as Gl soap. Now soap in France at that time was like a gpaidof
Oh, you could name your price for it. We knew we had a gold mine there,
so we didnoét tell any of the officers,
secret amongst about six or seven of us. If we ever needed money, we
could take a bar of soap oravand go sell it, and be on our way. And so
that was the arrangement. At this one particular time, my buddy and I, we
found out webre just about broke, so w
couple of bars of soap and selling it
pillowcase and put a couple of bars of soap apiece in there and hop out
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DePue:

Farmer:
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Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

this window. Hop across the garg®ver the fence, over the stone wall,

and wedd go down to the tavern. Dang,
some sort of French holiday. The ladiekltus that they would open up at

six. Okay, so we come back, and go back in the garden. In the back of his

garden he had a lot of hedge posts all stacked up, so we just threw that

soap in there, and went back in the ap
to come at night. So six o0o06clock appr o:
again, and head for the hedge posts, and no soap there. So apparently, this
Frenchman and gardener had been watchi
complain about his onions. So he was prewyl paid for those with that

soap. (laugh)

Did you ever think, during all this time, about, you know, if this was my
dadodés farm back in Il lTinois, | might b

(laugh) Never gave it a thought. (laugh)
Did you ever have an oppariity to see any entertainers?

No, | candét say as | ever had an oppor
like they were all with some other unit. | never did see anybody.

Okay, wedre about at the timm | want t
| 6ve got f o rAngglsinCombabBaotswhab yea? When
did you write this? What year did this come out?

2000. Okay, there it is.
Okay.
Why did you write this book?

Well, the reason | wrote the book was besmalkept getting requests from
my kids, especially Mike, to get something down from World War I1.

Had you told them a lot of these stories over the years?
No, no.
Why not?

| was clogged up. It seemed like that we just watdefdrget about it and
move on. So not until my youngest son, Terry, took us t&aseg

Private Ryardid | have any indication of writing a book. But when | saw
a 29th Division patch on the soldiers in that movie, | thought well, maybe
| should be tellhig some of my stories, too.

How did you manage to remember so well, after all those years?
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DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer:

DePue:

Farmer

DePue:

Farmer:

Well, the only thing | can say is, up until that point, | had led such a drab,
unimpressive life, that getting out into the real world, going to citaes,
going to other countries, particularly going into a matter of life and death
situations, was such a change in my system that | think it just left a lasting
impression.

What was it like, the experience of writing these stories down? Was that
an emotional experience?

Wel | é

Okay, wedre going to have to take a br
Okay.

(pause in recording)

We had to take a very quick break, but
asked you before we took the break was: wve it like to write these
stories, and write the book.

Well, as | say, I really hadnét planne
procrastinated. Maybe | did, in the back of my mind, but in really getting

down to it, Il r eal hiy Bulasdtisaydftereant t o ge
took Mary and | to seBaving Private Ryan,changed my mind. |

t hought, well maybe | better get some
back of my mind for so long. So thatos

Did somebody hel you write the book?

No, nobody helped me write the book, and | typed every word of it. Mary
and | proofed it. The only thing as far as with the book was the actual
printing of it. | had no help at all.

Was it published locally then?

| did not have it published. | just wanted to give it to some of my friends
and to my relatives. | never thought about going to a publisher.

Have your kids or your grandchildren come and talked to you about it
after theybdbve read this?

Well, | 6ve gone to some of my grandchil d
That goes grade school and high school, as well. Aside from that, the
veterans6é crowd that we belonged to so
an extensive program to visit area schoolsgiad discussions on World

War Il. So | participated in that, too, at the time.
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DePue:
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DePue:

Farmer:
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| know that pretty late in your life, you got some awards. Did you ever
receive a Purple Heart?

| have never received a Purple Heart, no.

But you did gesome other awards. | mean over here, we can see on the
wall.

Yeah. Well, | got the Ruptured Duck for getting out. (laugh) I got the

Good Conduct Medal for not getting in the pen when | was in the service.

| got the Marksmanship for proficiencyihn® ot i ng t he ri fl e. T
most proud of is the Combat I nfantryma
that goes the Bronze Star. A Bronze Star is one given for bravery in

action. A lot of people dondét wunder st a
Bronze Star fobeing in a certain campaign, and they get another Bronze

Star for being in another campaign. But this Bronze Star, this particular
Bronze Star, isheBr onze St ar, and itds not for
You will probably see some Bronze Stars on someoniblup there, but

that is entirely different than the Bronze Star, itself.

What was the action that you got the Bronze Star for?

Wel | , | canodt say as it was a specific
this situation for one or so matimes that they just felt that you were
deserving of the Bronze Star.

When did you receive the Bronze Star?

Oh, | didndt receive it till probably
like that maybe, something like that.

Wow! Can youtell us about the experience of getting your awards that far
removed from the war itself?

Wel | |, | wouldndét have had many of thes
son, Mike. He is really a historian. He always referred to me as his hero,

andlsag Al 6m no hero. o0 He says, AYes, Vyo
me about some of the stuff. | said, AN
get out of the Army the quickest way o
you should have somaymor éil SenwgodsngotAn
can find out. o So he went toé

To the Department of Veterans Affairs?
No. He went to one of the congressmen there.

Shimkus?
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Yeah, Shimkus.
John Shimkus.

And so that was the time thahiBikus was able to get a response from the
War Department, military. And it was also, as | mentioned before, the time
that Senator Bob Dole was making collection for the World War Il

National Monument, and being as he was coming to Springfield to make
thecollection, he incorporated the presentation for my stuff, for my
ribbons, and for his dad at the time that Dole was at the fairground, yeah.

So Id6m |looking at the picture here. Yo
group. This is at the fairground?

Yes, it was Veteranods Day out at the F
Okay, so youobve got John Shimkus, your
you.
Yeah.

And Senator Bob Dole.

Yeah.

Retired at that time, | assume.

Yeah.

And next to him is George Ryan.

Yeah, in prison at this time. (laugh)

That 6s quite a group.

Well, there was actually a lot more than that. In back of the podium was

probably 20 officers of various organizations in a line. €heas a lot of
American Legion and other veteranso gr
probably 25 feet long, maybe 20 feet wide, and it was full of what you

might call distinguished guests. It was just a lot of brass, (laugh) a lot of

brass.

Did youknow about this, or was this something of a surprise?

Wel | |, | didndédt know about it coming up
before. They said, Well, you be at the fairgrounds at, | forget what they

call that area there, governor something, govérror gar den or somet
l i ke that. And that was where. And as
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there was a lot of veterans in the audience, probabh6800something
like that. So | really felt honored at that point. (laugh)

DePue: You di dn 0 terelgoing @ beytlme wenter of attention?

Farmer: No.

DePue: Well, that would be something.

Farmer: Yeah.

DePue: | have a couple questions to wrap up then. You went through some pretty

tough combat. You saw a lot of action. Did all of these experienaks, di
they change you? Did you end up being a different person coming out of
this?

Farmer: Well, I imagine | was a different person. | was, and still am, pretty much
reserved. But | think that probably let me come out a little bit, especially
after | wrote tis book. | probably came out of a, shall we say a shell, a

little bit.
DePue: Are you proud of what of you did during the war?
Farmer: Oh, yes, yeah, definitely proud of it, yeah.
DePue: Does Veterans6é6 Day and Memor i al Day, d

beause of that?
Farmer: Oh, yes. Oh, absolutely. Right.

DePue: You wrote in the book about hearing the Star Spangled Banner and seeing
the flag and things like that.

Farmer: Right, right. Oh yes, | still get emotional, particularly at a sports event.
They phy the Star Spangled Banner, and it just automatically brings back
some memories that youdve had in your
end to see professional people, professional players, athletes that seem like
they could care less aboutthedatial Ant hem. And t hat 6s
my pet peeves. | 6ve just got a strong
and when itdéds been played. I think it
degree.

DePue: How about when people do things that are disrespectthktflag?

Farmer: That 6s just as bad, as far as |1 6m conc
burn a fl ag, Il just donét think thatos
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