JUNIORHISTORIANS

Writing Short Stories

InLook Both Ways: A Tale Told in Ten Blocks, Jason Reynolds uses shortstoriesto tell us about the
adventures agroup of kids experience on aseemingly average afternoon. Writing stories allows you
to be creative and reimagine the world around you. Here we share a few resources aboutwriting
short stories for those of you who want to write more.

Words of Wisdom

1. Write often! Keep ajournal ornotebook handy —if inspiration strikes, you'll be able to write it
down.lt will also help you to getcomfortable writing yourthoughts on paper.

2. Read often! Inspiration can come fromall kinds of books. The more you read, the mote you
canlearn howto tell you own stories, write characters, etc.

3. Write like your favorite author.Isthere a storytelleryou justlove? Try writing your story in their
voice.

Prompts

e Yourcharacteris onafieldtrip at the localmuseumwhen suddenly an exhibitcomesto life.

e You're walkinghome from school one day and a someone drops down from the skyina
parachute! Who are they and what do they want?

e Yourcharacterjust started at a new school, butthe schoolisn'texactly whatit seems..

e Youmove to a newtown.Who lives on yournew block?

e Youdiscoveran olddiary two friends shared. What does it say?

e Youwakeupasa(n)___ (animal).Whatdo you see? Where do you go?

Writing Resources

For Kids:

e “‘AmIToo Youngto Write?™ 6 Tipsfor Young Writers
e Tips for Young Writers

For Parents:

e EncouragingaYoung Writer

e B Ways to Encourage Young Writers

e PromptYourChildto Be a Better Writer
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https://thewritepractice.com/tips-for-young-writers/
https://karenkrossing.com/for-writers/tips-for-young-writers-2/
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/kids-activities-and-printables/activities-for-kids/reading-and-writing-ideas/encouraging-young-writer.html
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/kids-activities-and-printables/activities-for-kids/reading-and-writing-ideas/6-ways-to-encourage-young-writers.html
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/kids-activities-and-printables/activities-for-kids/reading-and-writing-ideas/prompt-your-child-to-be-better-writer.html

