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Abstract  



Mike Lawrence, Illinois Statecraft, ISG-A-L-2009-005 
 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Mike Lawrence was born on August 

17, 1942 in Chicago, Illinois, and grew up in Galesburg. Mike developed a love of sports at an 

early age, and when he was eleven began his journalistic career but publishing his own 

newspaper, and distributing it in the neighborhood. He had his first by-line in the Galesburg 

Register-Mail at the age of 14, and continued with the paper through his college years at Knox 

College, in Galesburg, and afterward. In 1966 he moved to Davenport, Iowa and worked on 

the Davenport Times (later the Quad City Times-Democrat) until 1986, quickly moving up the 

journalistic ladder, splitting his time between the Quad Cities and Springfield, Illinois, where 

he headed the newspaper’s statehouse bureau.  

In 1987 Lawrence joined then Secretary of State Jim Edgar as his Press Secretary, and 

over the years became Edgar’s most trusted advisor while continuing as Press Secretary, then 

while Edgar was governor from 1991 through 1997, when Lawrence stepped down. He spoke 

at length about Edgar’s decision to run for governor in 1990 and the 1990 election campaign. 

He also discussed the crucial budgetary battles with the legislature during Edgar’s first few 

years in office, and the protracted debate over educational reform, primarily in Edgar’s second 

administration.   He stepped down in 1997 and went to work for Southern Illinois University’s 

Paul Simon Public Policy Institute. The interview concluded with Lawrence’s reflections on 

Illinois’ current political situation, and his thoughts on contemporary journalism in the U.S. 

Subject Headings/Key Words: struggles with cleft palate; life as a political journalist in 

central Illinois; Galesburg Register-Mail; Knox College; Quad City Times-Democrat; 

Governor Jim Edgar; Paul Simon; William Stratton; Richard Ogilvie; W. Russell Arrington; 

Dan Walker; George Ryan; Governor Jim Thompson; Neil Hartigan; Dawn Clark-Netsch; 

James ‘Pate’ Philip; Phil Rock; Mike Madigan; Lee Daniels; Brenda Edgar; Rod Blagojevich; 

Southern Illinois University’s Paul Simon Public Policy Institute   

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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