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Abstract  
Spencer Rockford, Sports Stories-IHSA, SIH-A-L-2017-072 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Spencer Rockford was born in 

Ottawa, Illinois in July, 1990. His interest in band began in 4th grade, an interest that included 

piano. While at the Ottawa Township High School (OTHS), Spencer was involved in all types 

of choral and band organizations, and graduated in 2008. He participated in multiple Illinois 

High School Association (IHSA) musical competitions while at Ottawa High. Spencer then 

attend Millikin University, focusing on music education.  He participated in many Millikin 

vocal groups and graduate in 2012. In 2013, Spencer began teaching at the Mt. Carmel, 

Illinois Middle School. He spent two years there before he had an opportunity to return to 

Ottawa Township High School to work on the music faculty, teaching vocal music.  

This interview covers Spencer’s experiences as a high school student participating in a 

very successful high school music program that earned twenty IHSA Music Sweepstakes 

awards from 1997-2016. Rockford discussed the amount of preparation it took to get ready for 

a contest, the actual contest day events, and the challenges of sight reading music, which is no 

longer a part of the contest. Spencer also talked about the various OTHS organizational 

groups that participated in the full day of the IHSA organizational contest. In addition, he 

talked about how the IHSA Music Sweepstakes helped him in his own musical development. 

He shares stories about returning as a teacher to his own high school to teach, and the strong 

music tradition at Ottawa Township High School.  

Subject Headings/Key Words: Ottawa Township High School; Illinois High School 

Association musical competitions; OTHS music program; IHSA Music Sweepstakes; IHSA 

Solo and Ensemble contest; importance of musical program and competitions to student 

development; 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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