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Abstract  
Cheryl Kennedy, Looking for Lincoln, LFL-A-L-2018-031 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Cheryl Kennedy began her working 

career at the Champaign County Forest Preserve District as the program coordinator at the 

Early American Museum, which was later renamed the Museum of the Grand Prairie. Cheryl 

was the Director of the Museum of the Grand Prairie from 1985-2012. While working in that 

capacity, she also served on the Illinois Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition Board from 

2006-2013 and the Champaign County Lincoln Bicentennial Commission from 2007-2008.  

She was an active member of the Illinois Association of Museums (IAM) and served as an 

IAM Region Director from 1986-1989, as an IAM Board/Officer from 1989-1993, and as the 

legislative liaison for the IAM.   

Subject Headings/Key Words: Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area; Looking for 

Lincoln; Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition; Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

(IHPA); Museum of the Grand Prairie; Champaign County Forest Preserve District; Taylor 

Studios; Dr. Bryon Andreasen; Nicky Stratton; Hal Smith; Kay Smith; Tom Martin; Marcia 

Young; Maynard Crossland; Paula Cross; Dave Hedrick; Jeanette Cowden;  Barb 

Oehlschlaeger-Garvey; Norm Walzer; Heritage Strategies 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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