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DePue: Today is Monday, December 9, 2013, and thidask DePue, Director of
Oral History at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Librargday | am in
Decatur, Illinois with Colonel Retired Robert Tyldfou don o6t | i ke t o
Robert as much as Bob, do you?

Tyler: Bob. The only people that call me Robegearmy mot her when she
me.(both laugh)

A

DePue: Hopefullyt hat 6 s not much anymor &eardh@mn sur e
because we want to talk to you about your long experience in the military.
Webre certainly goi ngtamiWarfbotgoualsoqui t e a
were involved with Desert StorrAll of this experiencevasin the United
States Marine Corpsasanavidtoor pretty much your ent

it?

Tyler: Yes From 1969 on | was an aviator. | enlisted | got a couple yes enlisted
time before lwentto OCE Of f i cer 6 s C aandlthedfaghte 6s Sc ho
school.

DePue: It s going to be a while before we get

to start where we always staatn d  te&rmingwhsre you were born dn
when you were born.

Tyler: Born Fort Sheridan, lllinois, in December of 1947.
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Fort Sheridan, 1947.
Yes.
What caused you to be born there?

My mot her wasltwaar r
probably Army Air Corps by that point
intmedl dondt r ememb
Army Air Corps became the Air

Forcé but he was a tail gunner on |
thinkB-1 7,060 t hat 6s ri
European Theatre during World War S
Il. They got marriedShe had family %
up there and e was stationed in
Arizona so she went up to Waukegan
to have meOnce there, the nearest
military hospita) of coursewas Fort
SheridanSo t hat 6 s wher

He was still in the military at the time.

Robert at approximately six months with his
He was still in the mi|itary_ mother, Betty McClaughry, taken while they
were living in Waukegan, lllinois in 1948

And where was he again?

He was in, | think, Tucson, Arizona, but he was stationed in Arizona at the

time.
Whatwasyourdt her 6 s name?
Gale Robert M€laughry.

That begs some questigmsnd | know wedre goi
order . How about your motherds

Betty Jane, maiden name Keller.

Betty Jane Keller?

Um-hmm.

That 6s -Amenmncancame thérd.

All-American name. No German roots at all.

You were born at Fort Sheridan. Your father was datationed in Tucson?

Yes.
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DePue: Why wasnoét the family down in Tucson?

Tyler: Well, they had beemiTucsonand Mom told Dadthali 6 m goi ng back
my aunt andinclesto have the bahybecause she wanted to be around
family. So,she went backAnd as many years latavhen | met Dad, he
indicated fil thought she was just going back to have the paiby she was
coming backbut she never came bagk.

DePue: So,she came bacland somewhere along the line got divorced?
Tyler: Yes.

DePue: When did they initially get married?

Tyler: They got Camgoupdusethét?

(pause irrecording)

DePue: We 0 lbaek on again.

Tyler: She got divorced in Apél looks like 25, 19500kay. And t hey got mar
| do not have her marriage to my dad.

DePue: Were they married during the Second World War?

Tyler: No. She was a war bride, if youwillh ey we r e nhattlongnar r i ed t

DePue: But if you were born inforty-sevenand she never went back down to

Tucson, or maybe she didBut it sound likeshenever got back together with
your biological father.

Tyler: That 0; hrait @lst correct .

DePue: And that divorce was i1950.

Tyler: That divorce was in 1950.

DePue: Do you know what your biological father did for a living after the war?
Tyler: Because we met him when | was stationed at El Toro, he was an election

official with the San Bernardino County Election CommitbesvhateverSo,

he set up all of the election sites, the voting bqdtwk care of all that sort of

stuff.,. So,out of t he Countsyandhe didaktbasstudf f i ce |
Was active in Little Leagyeports and other stuff out there but had a very
middleclass, successful life in a large county in California

| had no contact with him after they were divorcand then Mom and
my stepdad a@hoptleddm ner yiinnégg t o .hHemember
was certainlyiné | had t hsemephengbeutwolr kdiiondt have
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DePue: l'tds not all that i mportant.

Tyler: Yeah, it was somewhere around, you know, ditgr-three when they got
married.So,it would have been ififty -four, fifty -five timeframe.

DePue: Did your mother stay up at Fort Sheridan for the next few years after you were
born?
Tyler: Well , she went [talking to hiWself abo

went from being born and Fort Sheridan, Great Lakes, then infagst

eightto June1950, she was back in Tucson, Arizona. And then we moved to
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, for a little over a year, Jiifity to August offifty -

one Then she went up to Canton, GéidMom was originally from Ohid

and we were up there for a few months, Astgo NovemberAnd then she
went back down in November bfty -onethrough December difty -threeto
Tucson, Arizona, where she mey stepdadand they got married in
December ofifty -three

DePue: And whatdés your stepdadés name?
Tyler: Roy E. Tyler.

DePue: And what did he do?

Tyler: He was in the Air For@® | believehewas the Air Force by thaimed andhe

was infor long enough to get his VBenefits It was after the wagot his
training as a truck mechanand was discharged fifty -threeor sq at the
end offifty -three

DePue: Do you remember them getting married? You would have been six.
Tyler: Yes, | was in the wedding. | rememberititwas a weddingFriends of theirs
owned a motel there in Tucsand we lived in that moteThey got mared
in the ownersé suite, if you will, or

whatever. So yeah, | remember the little weddargl it was very low key and
whatever else

DePue: Did you have any siblings at that time?

Tyler: No, no, just me.

DePue: Whatdid you think about Mom getting remarried?

Tyler: | thought it was kind of codl | had a dad because | never had a dad at that

point in time because they had split 4md like | said, they did their thing.

DePue: And they adopted you right after they goamed he dic®



Robert Tyler Interview # VR\LA-L-2013102.01

Tyler: Within a couple of years Somaimedrert ai nl vy
fifty -four, before June difty -five, | was adopted when we wereitig in
Franklin, Indiana.

DePue: What took the family to Franklin?

Tyler: Dad followedan Army buddy or Air Force buddy who owned a sa in a
little town called Bargersvillgust south of Indianapolis. And George said,
ARow,otl a job for you iSbweweniwitwant t o cc
Georgeup to Bargersvilleand we spegt  \&ll, from December ofifty -three
until August offifty -eight and Dad worked for George for all those five

years.

DePue: Had your dad been in the military during World War 11?

Tyler: No, not during World War [ 1. He think i
came inat the very end of.itWe 6 r e ga la & WAhén | look at his
paperwork, itdéds | ess than two years.

DePue: Lessthan two years during the World War Il era?

Tyler: Well, fifty -oneto fifty -threetimeframes o 1t 6 s actually Kor ec

DePue: Oh, so he jushad your standard enlistment or even as a draftee would have

had two years.

Tyler: Yeah, and he even got out early on that.

DePue: So it sounds like he had no intention of making the military a career.

Tyler: Nope, dondét think so.

DePue: Was Bargersvileihs si de of the family or your
Tyler: Neither side. He went back to go with George.grew up in Borton, lllinois.

DePue: Morton?

Tyler: Borton B-o-r-t-o-n, alittle itty-bitty burg in Edgar County.

DePue: How long did the famy live in Bargersville?

Tyler: Bargersville, we lived there a yeand then we lived in Franklin for a year

and then back to Bargersville for the next three y&arshat constituted the
five years that we were living and working with George. Friagkljust like
ten miles down the road.

DePue: Was your mom working during that time?
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She worked part of that time, various joBse was a telephone operatShe
did some otherstuffhat 6 s when my brother was bor
brother Frank was born then. He was borfifig-five, October ofifty -five.

Sot hereds eight years difference bet we:
Yes, umhmm.

You mentioned that they were tleefor a few yearsand then they moved to
lllinois after that?

We moved to Watseka where Dad sold John Deere for a year upeatihere

then we moved back down in the countryside and then intalthge of

Redmonwhere we stayedt was interestingMy folks voted on our side of

the street irRedmon put the voting precinct was Borton, five miles away

where Dad had originally grew ufoowe wer e back in Dados
that point in time.

And you got to Redmon what year?

Gotto Redho n it wakild have been July of 1959.

Which would put you right at about twelve years old at that time.
Um-hmm.

So up through those first twelve yeayso u 6 ve mov e.dhear ound a
familyés moved a | ot.

Yeah, we actuallynoved arounél When my kids complain about miog
around in a military family, all I have to do is break out this little black book
a nd Brahyh gotimothng over these civilians. They move around as
much too. o

| wanted to ask you a few questicatsoue Aot of people look back in the

late fifties, early sixties, as this idyllic time to be growing up as a young kid in
Americg that the middle class was doing pretty wiie kids had a lot of
freedom. | wanted to see what your thoughts were imanoved around as
much as you did.

The time in Bargersville was kind of fun. We lived on a farm, a small farm.
George had a few head of cattle, some hogs. He dabbled in a lot of things. We
ended up raising chickens on a large scate that wasun. | got to do things

like drive tractors and drive furucks and play in hay lofts and do all that sort

of stuff. | had a paper route and everything asel life was pretty grand.

Moved as a middikschooler. Seventh grade | spent in Watsaka
that was probably the worst year. You know, you move just before the school
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year started and then ended up spending a year Amat never reallg
because you dyegyh®du o rhea vien ftrh a&tndpsr ocess
and doing all that sort off.1 di dndét think it was tha

Then we moved back down to Redmiarwas eighth gradexnd things
kind of settled in to eighth gradand then high school &rocton in a small
town where everybody knew yolumanaged to get into a decent pgeyup |
think, that was kind of the basketball stdrs wa s n 6t swrbbtds ket bal |
played on the team a little bit and did that sort of sgdf into the play
practicesltwasfunOf cour se, You didnét know

As I6 vceme back laterandtekc ar e of Momoés finance
other stufft hey were definitely | ower, middI
have a lot omoneybut | i fe seemed good. | didno
worked at Zeniththere in Parisfor the whole time | was in higbchool. She
was one of the early ones that got hired on when the plant was built there in
Paris. Dad worked the whole time for Robinson John Deere out of Chrisman
that had a shop there in Redmuvhen that closed, he commuted up to
Chrisman and took cad the farmers in the aregoingback and forth.

Life seemed pretty good. I woul dnot
want to say that, but it was good. | had good friekids were involved in the
church over in Paris. My best friend was the P[Ragor 6 s &Kn d Jt,hat 6 s
good waytogetinalotoftrouhwhen youbére friends witdt

P.Kbeingpast or 6s ki d.

Pastords kid. Butch and | ran around a
school He dated a girl from my high schodtn fact, he introduced me to my

wi fe when we were in high school. We d
course but he was the instigator in making the connection with the two of us.

But | ife was good. |  wo ureakssdrityputita nt t o
was okay.

What denomination?
Lutheran.
Was the family strongly religious?

Mom liked to have the roots. Dad would go to church and sit in the pews. He
never jJoined the church the wihale ti me
he just diBayrscéoutsthe Boy 8coud merit badge for being
involved in religious activities and a
highly religious but she would follow the snow plow to church on Sunday

morning and made sutavent to confirmation every Saturday morning until |

was confirmed.
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It was an integral part of what we wel@ngand, of course, even then
the church was still part of your social life. As a teenager there was the church
youth groupand | belonged tthat.Certainly,since Butch was the P.Kve
weregoing togo. We ushered when we were in high school at chilifotre
was that involvement and duty that was required.

During those years of your growing up did you have any contact at all with
your biological dad?

None, none.
Did you ever worry about that at all?

| didnét worry about tisal ecltlD wgsneéetw

when Iwasadoptedand my mi ddl e name was chosen

youngest brothewho was killed in Koreactually, after the armistice and
from doing & can | say it?A dumb shi® smoking a cigarette above his fox
hole at nightOf courseyou could see the bright cigarette battd a sniper
shot him.

But after the armistice?
Yep.
When he fighting was theoretically over.

Thatdos the story | got frombeoguseuncl e,
Russell had been in and out of troylaled the judge gave him an option to

join the Army or go to jailTh a tthé story | get from the two uncleshich is

a different story than Mom likes to tell for her baby brother. Her baby brother

A

a

was just this lovely little guyandh at 6 s why | 6 mligotéoomed aft e

choose that, right? (laughs)

You were probalyl encouraged a little bit to choose that, were you?
| think encouraged is a nice way of puttingyes, sir.

How about your relationship with your father?

With my stepfather was fine. He was older than my mother by several years
andhad never had kids beforeheirs was a rocky marriage all along. | think

itds because he never f i.§oheredasout how

always a little bit of level of tension in the house, certainly in the high school
days and everything

But Dad and | kind of got along finéle expected things to be dgne
and | had chores and responsibilities and whateverBilgano, Ihavegood
respect for him. He was a man of integréapd that was important to him.
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Chasngmoney and bigtoysand alltretor t of st uf.fButwasnoét |
what was important was his handshaklh en he sai d, fAThatos
was a dealHe was good.

He did small engine maintenance or whatene¢he tool shedwas
good with tools. I learned a lot of things from hias far as being a handyman
around the house, tinkering on c&ertainly]l woul dnodtcutrentn ker o
little toy out therebut in the early daysn high schoall played with workng
on my car andloingthat sort of stutffHe was good for that saot stuff.

DePue: Who would you say had the strongest influence on you growing up?
Tyler: Well , as the first borAsfarasofluéncee an e xp
growing up, I dondédt know who had the most i

kind of trying to figure out how to dojia n d vy oingdorfigure but how to
work in. | certainlyhada lot of influence from Dad.

[I] got an awful lot of influence in those early years from George and
his son Ronniewho was a former Marine, by the wayseageant, who was
the Boy Scout troop leader in Bargersville. | alwtysughthighly of him,
and | told himatt No, Caroltold himat hi s mottheehewas f uner a
probably responsible for me actually jmig the Marine Corps many years
later because | tught so highly of him.

But if I look at who had the most influence, | can pioit of that
timeframes ever al f ol ks. George because | s
even in high school. 16d go back for t
with him. Dad certainly because of the daily contact with him. Mom to some
extent as well.You look at the other guys, the other farmers that | worked for
in the summertimdan high schoa#

Back in those days you could work on a faautting corn out of
beans and balg hay and doing all that sort of stu#f dollar an hoyra
minimum wage, right? But a dollar an hoarpenny a baler whatever it
was You spent a lot of time with lots of mesnd you starte& You kind of
got, i Mis is whatit means to be a guy in this part of lllin@sgo,] di dnot
give you a good answer, did 1? Just kind of all over the place.

DePue: No, thatds a Yoeurbyr eg ocoldo saen stwoe rP.ar i s. Ho
Richmond®
Tyler: Redmon. Redmon w&50people When | was groving up, | used to say it

had eightysix and a half housgthe half was falhg down.(laughs)l don 6t
know whet her that 06sbuatn tahcactudrsa tael waoyusn tb
story when | try and tell peopleDad was the Village Clerkvorked with

thed

DePue: Wasthat an elected position?



Robert Tyler Interview # VR\LA-L-2013102.01

Tyler: (sighs) Must have beett was smalltownl guess he ran for i
remember him politickg for it. It was probably one of those things/dy,
Roy, would you be owillage clerkofi ®ay,y e a h , I 611 otand fo

Ok ay, itoblawas an theolunteer fire departmeiaind all that stuff.
But he was theillage clerkfor several years while | was in high school and

afterwards.
DePue: What was the high school you attended?
Tyler: Brocton.
DePue: How do you spell that?
Tyler: B-r-o-c-t-o-n.
DePue: And where is Brocton High School?
Tyler: Brocton High School is ten miles north of Redmon.
DePue: Is there a town of Brocton?
Tyler: Yes.
DePue: So you went to a consolidated school.
Tyler: Edgar County Community Unit No. 2.
DePue: This isone of thoseraditional names for all of thediénois schoolsand

lllinois has a ton of these litti@laces.

Tyler: Yeah. BroctorfHigh School]is no longer in existence. The junior high kids
from Brocton would be bused down to Redmon for junior fegid all of the
high school kids from Redmon and the surrounding area would be bused to
Brocton. Brocton and Young America then subsequeafigr| graduated
and before my brother was in high sch@oinsolidated to Shilals hi | oh & s
now right off of thirtysix [Route 36]between Newman and Young Amerita
think it is, just across from Young America.

DePue: How many studentaerein your graduatinglass?

Tyler: We had the | argest c | abtwentyfiveofus.e hi gh s
(both laugh)

DePue: Bob, whatés the advantage and whatos t
size?

Tyler: You got personal attentipand you got personal attention.

DePue: Both the good and the bad of it.

10
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The advantage is ydwad personal attentipand the disadvantage is you
coul dndét get away with anything.

It sounded | i ke youobve.(lyerkawgks) ed t hat g

What did you do in high school? You mentioned playing on the basketball
t eam. | can see where therebds plenty o

Well, they didndét have a football tean
season. | played biestball the first couple of yeardlwas n 6t good enou
andl di dndot get my gr cophomoresypakathatlaftn my f
me a little short and a little pudgitunning up and down the basketball court

with a | ot of tal |butgeandedupthdind tesdvhatdwo r kK o u
you want to call i2 The kind of thé Oh, in baseball it would be the bat boy

But kind of thé

The manager?

Yeah, kind of the m@ager for the team and all that sort of stuff, pigkup

the stuff anddoingthat. | did that certainly for my senior year and probably
part of my junior year as well. Like | said, | was a catcher on the baseball
team | played basebalinvolved in schobplays in both my junior and senior
year when we did those things and had great fun with those.

Do you remember what parts you played?

| played Luigi in the senior playrhat was kind of a leading role, and | got to
take the curtain calls

Luigi being?What play?

Luigi.l dondét remember what the play was.
yearbook for you. It was a fun play. We had lots of fun with it.

Of coursemy junior and senior yearwas big enough then to work
for farmers that Dad knew and whatever e&® spring and fall the
scheduldas typical of rural high schoglaccommodated us to be able to have
t he gWeyscéoul dnbét get away withandt now
it 6s g e n.d« youwopldhave dll ofthe shop or the PEhysical
Education]or all that sort of stuff in thafternoon

Y o u éhe in and take your heavy coursasl then at nogrwhen

everybody would break for lunch, all of the guys would jump out and go
running out and jumm the two and a half ton truckgth the stake bed back

11



Robert Tyler Interview # VR\LA-L-2013102.01

ends on thenrmade by Midwest, which is the place | worked after my
sophomore year of college, Midwest Truck Bodies in Paris.

Of course all the farmers had those little stake bed trugks.6 uh r
outand those of us that were fifteen an
were allowedat the timeto drive in lllinois if you were driving farm
implements or farm whatevehll of these stake bed trucks would have a bale
of hay thrown in the b&g o we were hairg hay.

Wedd jump i,antdhee é dtingairoktise paking
lot in low low, making all of the noise in the worldjoingall of a mile and a
half an houi(laughs)and go heathg off in the afternoorto spend the
afternan and the early evening in the figfdowing or harvestig or
whatever else the need w#dsve were runing late.

| dondt see school kids now having
happenput we did that in those times of yeW'e all took the sameourses
You kind of all took chemistryand you kind of all took physics. | guess some
of the guysd i d bubittseems like a class as small as ours y@asalmost
all took the s ame.Thdrdmug Bave béen shopdhatdt t ak
was offered o ot her s who di dnodt , temknd,the o me ot
college track.

Oh, the other thing | did, | played in the band. | was the first trumpet
for both my junior and senior years. We got some state hamesbandor
a small schoolThat was good as well.

DePue: You certainly had a busy time in school.

Tyler: Tried to keep busy.

DePue: | 6m sur pr isasdd A& atl thok physicg u

Tyler: | think we did it seemed like we all did. It seemed lile¢ least all the kids |

ran with od of my big class of twentfive, always seemed to be in the
algebra course and took chemistry and took phyklec®ow some of the guys
d i d bubittseemed like we all took the same courses.

DePue: Those all seem to be college track coursée thingg hat you di dnot
are just as illuminating on who you are perhdpe cause you di dnodt
history or English or social studies or speeah or

1 Sidestakesaround theruck bed are howstakebodytrucksgot their nameStakebodytrucksareused by
companies, small businessaglfleets that haul materials of varying sizes. From tall loads to loose loads, a
stakebodytruck can accommodate almost any type of mate(tdps://www.alleghemgruckscom/stakebody
commerciaitrucks)

12
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Tyler: Well yeah, | took two years of Latin from my English teacféren | took
two years of Spanistiom a different Spanish teacher. Our English teacher
was a great teachavirs. Walters. She came,iand we had a contest amongst
the studentsecause she wore a different outfit every.d&g waited to see if
she ever wore the same pair of shoes tyéice we never saw her duplicate

her shoes.
DePue: Were these costumes was it just that she was extremely wahiéssed?
Tyler: She was extremely wellressedShe was a little old school teachane
probably could have retireBut yeah, | did Englishrand she was goo8ut
since she also taught Lati n, Il credit

since to some extentmaybe forgottenShe was a real grammarian when it

came to doing English and writing and doing that sort of stuff. But yeah, | was
clearlyonacollegetrack 6 m sure there were some of
instead ofphysicsbut it seemed like all of us were in the same college track

courses.

DePue: Did you feel like you got a good educati@ven though it was such a small
school?

Tyler: | thought | got a very good high school education. My English and grammar

prepwasvery good. | ran off to Michigan Tech because gtthatever my
prep was, it was good enough to get me accepted tMH$sachusetts
Technological Institute]Arizona Stateand Michigan Technologal
University, and Rose Polytechnic Institute as well.

DePue: Had you taken college tests at the time, the ACT or SAT?

Tyler: Well yeah, | took the ACT or the SAT, whichever one lllinois was using at the
time.] dondét r e me mb e rhowpboaytldid Aneyowsnotedr e wa s
all those schools were a long way away from lllifdigist wanted to go
somewhere andl|

DePue: You already had traveled half way around the Midw@stler laughs)
Tyler: T h at Bt.But my pgep was good enough to get me high enough in the SAT
scores and look good enough that those schools were willing to accdpt me
got in to a program at,aWe-yehrprgqgam Tech t

for a mast er 0 sThatlastedhfar alllofealaout two pegnshencl s .
real ly deci diagbstudkind labdratéry. | liked egearolne
people a little bit more. | wanted to look at something.else

As in one of the articles | gave ydhat | wrote for the American
Pg/chological Association, | was a troubled student in a troubled time and
di dndt quite Ak nlo wd iwdhrad artiche buiditoll youn t hat
earlier, my grade point was inversely proportional to the depth of the snow on
the school skislopeSol 6 d go f r o minahe earlydadif loeivgg | i st

13
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a good guy t o ,fohnetbangimctass erbugkdbotldlaugh) i st
| got out of Michigan Tech after two years.
Whereds Michigan Tech?

Houghton, Michigan, on thkeweenawPeninsula of the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan up north of Wisconsinup in the middle of Lake Superiaup where
the smelt run.

Kind of a hard placetogettwa s no6t it ?
Yeah, but i1itds not that haandustkeep | you
goingnorth.

What year did you graduate from high school?
Graduated from high school in 1965.

| want to ask you a couple more questions about the high schoal eiars

just kind of a memory drill as much as anythiegpecially considering what
youdbre going to be doing with your | if
Cuban Missile Crisi the fall ofsixty-two? Y ou might have been a

freshman or a sophomore about that time

| remember the Cuban Missile Crisdlo n 6t r emember dri |l |l s u
drillsjumpigunder the desk or any of that so
didthatbut | remember those only from see
dondt remember any bi g agigrsthenews@ ut it .
little bit,tbut 1t wa sNexdtty oa gomgetgaskdne ablout

Kennedy.

I am.

Okayl was sitting in Mr. Sullivanbés <che

town orcame to the schoohnd typical of teenagers atetime and being

pseudo politiciangf you will, the gallows humor was getting a little out of

handand Mr . Sullivan kind of said, AOka
business. 0 But vyeah,,andlikd bsaid, levasemhise r t h e
chemisty classin the middle of a lectureluring that.

Does it seem possible now thiatoking backthat we just passed the sixtieth
anniversary of that event?

We | | lOm still having trouble figuring
sonwho is retired from the Army. (both laugh)

Il woul d hope that youdre old enough to
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Tyler: (laughs)

DePue: Speaking of Carol, you mentioned that you met 8an you give us a little
bit more about how that happened?

Tyler: | can.
DePue: Junior year in high school?
Tyler: Actually s=nioryear in high schooButch and | were runng around

togetherHe was dating a girl from my high scho@hen you go to little high
schools in the middle of nowhere, the big deal at the tras to try and get
invited to Par i Sothtigame pldh 8utch and bcsnjuned o m.

upd
DePue: This is your idea of a big city
Tyler: Thisisabigcity when y o tranrRedmonoramemlzer, or Brocton

class of twentyfive, Paris is bigime. So Butch and | had figured out a way
He was obviouslgoing toget to the Brocton prom because his girlfriend was
goingto Brocton and she would invite him. And for me to get to the Paris
prom, | had to find some girl willing to invite me to them. Carol had been
kind of dating this guyRoger for a long timeand they had broken uput
nobody) because Roger was a football player and one of the good guys on
campu$ none of the other guys would invite her cuit of respect for

Roger.

Butchcomes up with this brilliantided We | | , Car ol Al brec
there. Sheob6sMagybe,ygowuc &inhlowherplayp. o |
practice because | would go in and see Butch at play pradiéceas in plays
in Paris so we had met knew her.| called her upChristmas break of 1964
Carol Albrecht and Bob Tyler went on the date from hell. | picked her up. We
got in my little Volkswagen Beetle antypical of the timewe would go from

Paris to either Champaign or Terre Haxte u 6 d d o, and then@o/for e
the obligatory sandwich at some drwveor whateverThen youdd go ho

Unbeknownst to me, Carol was comitiown with the chickenpgx
and she was miserablghe sat therestaring out the window of the side of the
car, grumblingabolt ow | dr ove, how she.ltdvasdnét w
J u sltiké | said, it was the date from hdll. drop her off try to call her the
next day. By the next daghdd broken out in all sorts a@ie chickenpox
stuff, bad case of chickenpox. Her meththe nursewo ul dndét | et her
the phoneThat goes on for a couple of weeks. Beingitbee the hilltake the
hillo kind of high school kigwho was on a mission to get a date for the prom,
i f s hgoiagstot md tk t o guoiagtosle@m hrea goingltogath n ot
her.
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So Butch and | set about to get another date for the faodij
succeeded in doing that. And thexfter both of us graduated, | actually
worked for a summer at Zenjtand | worked for her dadéhe worked at
Zenithat t he same ti mel. di ddniddtn Gats kt ahkeer hoeur!
sit and talk a little bit on breaks a littht, but | was chasigtheother skirts
instead of Cardl.glaughs)

It was two years into collegeshen | was up at Michigan Tech ahd
came down for a Christmas brdakn éhatwould have beesixty-six, before
sixty-seven| called her ugbecausd was haing a little gathering for New
Yeaads said, AHey, want didd&Vegappened o get he
t o be danci nkye athe sthogenof Mdmighanditsvas the kiss
that just kind of lasted/Ve ended up getting marriedsixty-eightthen | ran
off in the Marine Corp$n Augustof sixty-seven

| dropped out of schoah sixty-sevenand went to work for a period of
time at Midwest Truck Body
over the summertiméidwest
was about eight blocks from
Car ddugeso | would
leave work, drive by, stop and
s ay ,0fhéhgo home]l] got
to spend lots of time with her
She was going to Eastern at

the time.

DePue: Eastern lllinoisUniversityin
Charleston?

Tyler: Eastern lllinoisat Charleston

We got engaged on her
birthday insixty-seven | had
enlisted in August o$ixty-
sevenBecause 106d
injury in the factorya small
injury and you had some
stitchest hey woul dn
me.So,| was on delayed entry
plan, and | went to boot camp
in November We ot engaged - fives oo . Car i on e wedng
that Septembeand then she

married dumbest thing she ever @idbut she married a private on boot
leave when | came back in March eixty-eight

DePue: A small wedding or a big one?

Tyler: Small wedding small weddingPrivatesc oul dndét afford a big

16



Robert Tyler Interview # VR\LA-L-2013102.01

DePue: In the Lutheran church?

Tyler: I n the Lut her an .Waramroff thenfromthBraweaamdé s d ad
down to Jacksonville, Florida and did our things there.

DePue: |6 vgeot one question for you about this
startedwith the date from hell.

Tyler: This all started with the date from hell.

DePue: Sao why the next day were you so persistent in calling her up?

Tyler: | wanted to get to that prom. (both laugh)

DePue: 't wasndt b e c anthatdrstdateTaredulhowybusansmer
this.

Tyler: No, not the first date. We had spent a lot of time and even after that, even

when we werenodt dat jandgve wowletalkmoaacthd s end
other on the phone. When | was up at Michigan Tech d her,antl $hé d

occasionally call méVe would just spend time talking but not datiige

became just really good friendde 6 ve sai d we kind of mar
friends. AnélnthenviydrsBrggskvie hbtle thd same Myers
Briggs[type] too, which makes it real tough on the kitls.

DePue: What are you teaching now?
Tyler: Psychology.
DePue: So, t he rBegys Ankbpdy wie knows that personality profil@san
instant understandind@he rest of us will be mystifiedby,h ut | éd. i nt r i ¢

What is your profildypeon MyersBriggs?

Tyler: ENTJ.

DePue: Can you give us awo-minuteexplanation of what that means?
Tyler: Extroverted, intuitive, thinking, judger.

DePue: The intuitive piece might require a little bit more explanation.

2 The purpose of the MyeBriggs Type Indicatdt (MBTI®) personality inventory is to make the theory of
psychological types, described by Carl Jung, understandable and useful. The theotiéstsaningly

random variation in behavior is quite orderly and consistent, due to the ways individuals use their perception
and judgment. Preference in each of 4 categories assigns one of 16 personality types, expressed as a
combination with four lettergp the test subjecthttps://www.myersbriggs.org/mmbti-personalitytype/mbti
basics/home.htm?bhcpy1
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Tend to look for the big picture of things, kindlobk at the whole, as
opposedté Because the opposite of that is
at tlbinan ENIsitthe S?

| t hi nygah.i t 6s S

Yeah, i t otleN.fThe&istBesansowwih i ch i s t heé oh, t
| associate that with you have to tougtydu have to feel it, and all that sort
of stuff, ard intuitive.

They want to know the facts.

They want to know the factBeing a thinkefudger at tle same time, | kind

of want the facts. | dondot breauwse t oo mu
| 6dm

Thinking versus feeling.

Thinking versus feeling. As | tell my students now, as cognitive psychology,

il dondt car e hoclnicignplu dfoenedlt. cladrne nhootw ay o

just care how youthinkl 6 m so far off €&hébpagéement
getitdoneLet 66 go.

Judgers tend to be a tad bit more organiaed perceivers tend to be a little
bit more live for the mment?

Oh, yes perceivers never come to conclusions on anything. They just kind of
just,i @yeahTher eds al ways another option ou
to go look ab

Thinkersjudgers, they would fit well with an Air Force carglewould think.

Maybe an Air Force caredrut they fit very well as a Marine Corps career.
(laughs)

Why did | say Air Force? Omy gosh Pilot!
(laughs) Probably because Ifynd youdére | ooking at air

The other thing Wanted to ask you about ishy Michigan Techif all these
high-classschool® we |l | , t hat 6s a terriblé thing
but more prestigious schools had offered you admittance as well?

Because their program very specifically spetedt how t o get a m:
nucl ear physics in five years. ,The res
and then you figured out where you wanted to go from tligjest sounded

neattomd Maybe itédés part of the Ctime,dn Mi ss
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donodt.ltkbnsova ¢ ar r & hbutweing a hucleanphysidisasbunded
cool.

Thatwas yourideamm ot somebody el sebs suggestior

Thatwas my ideaProbably suggested by teachers or whatever eld® O

youobdd b eoYguwtakathoserp&rsonality tests or whatever in high

schoo] for placement or whatevea little bit. And they sayi W | | youdd be
good atthigori u 6 d be ¢ ¥Yeahitsauhded cbohtd be a

nuclear physicist.

DePueYou got there in the fall dfixty-five.

Tyler: Yep.

DePue:You left at what time?

Tyler:

DePue:

Tyler:
DePue:

Tyler:

DePue:

Tyler:

| left in the spring obixty-seven

The spring okixty-seven Now, what had been going on in the United States
at that time is the increasing attention, especially on a lot of coleagpuses,
to the ViehamWar.

Uh-huh.
Were you payin@ny attentiorat all to that?

Oh, we were pdwg big time attentionAll the toot® That 6 s what we c.
ourselves up at Michigan Tecle were toots.

How would you spelfitootsd

T-0-0-t-s. Toots(both laugh)ust like it sounds. We actually marched in

support of the America@smvolvementin Vietnam. | was in ROTC, actually

Air Force ROTC That campus did not have amtar protesting going onf it

had anyprotesting and we had a couple of demonstratidrisey ended up

in panty raids afterwardSo,l dondét know whet her it wa
(both laugh)

Wedd marthée Theredsamdsthar €edbs a port
lift bridge in the middle oftiWe 6 d mar ¢ h Swoeme Collegelvleche t o
was a private Lutheran college that had a lot of girls Miithigan Tech
di dndt hav ¢ithad alstudent bodyat the tim¢otabout2,500,
and | think we had 63 girls, or something likehat in it. It was not a target
rich environment. But Suomi had a lot of girlsir'dle 6d go awdé t her
If the locals found out that we were doigy theyd daise the drabridge,so
we coul dndét get across the portage. (D
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DePue: T h at 0 eutaf thegviidtlle Ages.
Tyler: Right out of the Middle Ages.
DePue: But all those students who are going there have draft deferrbgntistue of

being in college at the time.

Tyler: Yep, umhmm.

DePue: But that wasnot e nou gtloutwihthe acalémice?n f or

Tyler: | was really lostl was doirg okay. Physics was okayandGi | | y sBasly d 6 s
labwas really a fun classSmash lab is really stress and strain and when
thingsbreaklt 6 s f un to break st (aflighs)/mdd be au
the stuffvage It was kind of furdoingd i f f er ent i al equati on:¢
one since | left there, bdit

DePue: Not everybody says itdés fun doing diff

Tyler: Those were the daysch had one of the early IBM computeise dl were
taking computer programmingvith the old punch cardsAs the election a
decade or so ago now and all the chad in Fléridaemember how much we

protected those little punch cards and whatéver.t hought wedd got

all thatstuff, butweta d n 6 t @ land slideurdekliy fact in that drawer

right by yourkneet her edés a slide rule. We <can

slide rule works.

That was all fun stuff. Andertainly,the ski slopes were really great.
But figuring out what | wanted to do with myself and where | wanted td go,

knew | did not want to be locked in a laboratdgingresearchTh at 6 s wh at

nuclear physicist wagoing toend updoing | was justgoing tobe stuck

S

there | knew tihlutlddvwaéstn 6know wha®o,ll dwamtbéa d

A d r o @dropoutin the springBut | came home for the summarnd | 6 m
working. | stopped in and saw this lying, leNfe, scumisucking recruiter.
(both laugh)

DePue: Who you thought highly of at the time.

SProfessor G. W. Boyddéds students referred to him as
(Information provided by Robert Tayloolfowing this interview.)

4n the 2000 United States presidentildction manyFloridavotes used Votomatistyle punched card ballots

where incompletely punched holes resulted in partially punchads a "hangingchad, where one or more

corners wersatill attached These votes were not counted by the tabulating machines. The aftermath of the
controversy caused the rapid discontinuance of punch card ballots in the United States.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chad_(papgr)
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Tyler: Who | thought hngaduhdyn his dress bligedkeng wa | k
good. Hebd6s got a quot aingfiedupmk e because
Southeast Asia

He pulls out this nice little color brochure that explains, téh two
years of collegea young man could sign on the line and go down and go to
Pensacola and go through Officer Candidate Schoallighd school at the
same timeWhenthey got done with all that, he could get his gold bars on a
Monday morning and get his gold wings on Tdasmorning and beme a
Marine Corpshavalaviator. It was called the
MarCadprogram® The brochure had a nice
picture of this guy dressed in his flight swiith (*
his G-suit on and his parachute harness and
holding his helmetwith that big aviator griron
his face standng in front of an F4. And | sgs,
AThat 6s what | want. o

DePue: Did the brochure have some fine print that
explained how long it would actually take and the
parameters involved?

Tyler: Wel | | 6 mButsthe interesting thidg d
was that after he talked me into that and we
looked at everything and | did a preliminary The standard Marine Corps
physical and | did some testing and whatever pliot of ngne;ig e
else | signed all the good styfand right then | he took in San Diego,
even go t t o Write i VIS, i California, Marine Corps

M O ; - Recruit Depot. Juar ant
AWebre right on. o

| go over to AAFEJArmy Air Force Exchange]indianapolis, for the
armed forces induction center over thekéer | went through the physical
and after | raised my right hand in th
that sort of stuff, theydnd me a set of orders tlsatys,ii Bport to Marine
Corps Recruit Depot, San Dieqo.

| made the first mistake in my short Marine Corps career at that point
intime. I says, A He y ,It orBychapgeded & be a guy with three up and
two down and crosskrifles, which is an & gunnerysergeantYou donét c al
a gunnyobuilsidt gsai d, AThere seems to be
supposed to bgoingto Pensacola tight schooland t hi s says San
He just | ooks at me (abnadt hg oleasu g M)HaS o hla 1
San Diego at Marine Corps Recruit Depot.

DePue: Another guy who had no sympathewa s né6t a fAfeelero at a

5MarCad was a Marine aviati cadet program that ran from 1959 to 1968the training of naval aviators.
(https://fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aviation_Cadet_Training_Program_(USN)
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Not at all. pothlaugh)

Maybe when you signed faviati oety 0 t hat
of different tasks that dealt with aviatahd i d n6t necessarily h
flying one of those things.

Thatdéds precisely what it was. I was gu
aviation maintainer of .Theykepthaspantdf and d
the bargain. After | got tlough boot camp and ITR, Infantry Training

Regimentdown at CampPendletod humped up and down the hills out

there® | was sent to Jacksonville, Florida, to Naval Air Station Jacksonville

for Aviation Electricianschool.

Along the way| stopped off in Paris and married Carol and picked her
up. We then ran off to Jacksonville, Florida.

| wanted to take a little bit more time and talk about some of this because
Camp Pendl et on, youo0theestarldaadMacnaCdrpg goi ng
boot camp, just like everybody else.

Every Marine is a riflemanyes sir.

There are certain legends about that experience. Wératyour personal
experiences?

Having been through boot camp and having bessutih OCS, | think | can
characterize it better by just sayjhmpot campl did things like complete the

run; climb the ropedo the obstacle courser whatever that needed to be
donebecause | kn e wDril linstructortwoudkidl ine. Therey D |
was no doubt in my mind wasgoingtobedead And boot campé6s

Carol did a thingwhen | was in Vietam, and she was back finishing
up her degree at Easteon semanticsThe Marine Corps is really, really
intentional about the semanti¢gt they use, even today in this new crucible
that webve added to recr.But theaydi eagv e
very particular about the semantics they use. The first few weeks of boot
campy o u 6 r goiny tomakeitasaMaringpo yrée j ust worthl es

A

tear down ti me. Il tds to get everybody

Then the next few weeks @rgutting an example out ther@ &,
maybe someday you might get to this po
Mar i ne. | dondt know, dkindoftengivio whrnte be h
working on teamworka n d y o uidgorebuilingrugkthe individual.
Then towards the englou really puthe goal out thereand you really set
them up a little bitmoreAn d wedve added tmeomwhichhe cruc
givesthemsome confidence and some other things and permanently tattoos
the eagle, gloheand ancharf you will, on their soul in the prass.
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But boot camp isough,and Carol says adversity bond$e
teamwork that comes out of tratperience. at eleven weeks or now twelve
weeks | guess it isis a strong one that has fascinated me over the what, forty,
fifty year s nnuarwgatolnddassodiated with thesesguys. On
Long Island, for instance, after | got out, you would see Marine Corps stickers
on all the car s, on Marine Corps cars.
could probably ask you pointedyo u g ot yarmBtiiAmmgo sticker
car?

Nope

Thereds already dyolkawid onehe lGackofony nesvt i c k er
toy.

That youdbve had for what, one week?
Not even a weekl omorrow will be one week.
And | did notice thesticker.

You did notice the stickeend t her ebés a Marine Corps |
pole.

You might want to mention what the toy is.

Oh, the toyds a brand new 20lgottheCor vett
first one when mywvife finally understood that a Corvette was cheaper than an
airplane. | should have used that argument earlier. (both laugh) Think about it.

So,boot camp is hard.ooking back on it nowas a senior officeand
understanding the training and all tkatt of stuff was different than when
y 0 u goingthrough the process. My DI was convinced that he wanted each
of us as we got through with our training and everything,alsst hesays
A Wen you go over in Vieam, and Charlie comes upnd he hits yo, or he
does something, you can look at him andda, hadexpletive, expletive,
expletive.My DI did worse to me than that in boot cadlhat was kind of
the mindset of what was going on at that time.

But | can tell yoyyears lated a n d | & Badk toche boot
camp/OCS contrast in a sec@nglears lateras a youngaptain, actually a
seniorcaptain, | had landed my 13B C-130 aircraftlin Kaneohe Bayand |
needed some work from tllefuelersiefuelers because we had an engine
problem I had to take fuel off the airplane before | put it back on, get it
started, and do some other stuff. | went over taldieelers because we just
coul dnét gdtiwasdunchtimexrkd otvleirn g sgoinpgust wer e
well, and my crew day was rumg out. | go overand | look there on the
name tagiiR. M. Monro@® T h a @ niastersergeantand | sayfto myself],
Hmm, | wonder
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About that timel look out at this guy walkg across the yard or the
grass coming into the work shed theréle had thawvalk. You never forget
the walk of your DLYou can see him in the middle ofthenigga u know it 6
yourDLand you d o mddnganythang wrong. bjusblamked at him
andlsaig A Mast eMorBredage@antsir. 0 AWere you
ginder at SAahn PesegePbdD. AiWhy?0 fiWere you
AYes, sir. Why are you asking, sir?o n
sirWhy20 fil 6 m one ®dthlaygb)He looks atrmgasd hé says,
ACongratul ations. 0O

| mean to tell you, thahasterse r g e a nt Hijastdpurhpedsug,
introduced me to all of his troops his 15 one of my recruit§ his is what |
want you guys to do.He could not get that truck out there and provide me
any better service at that pointtime.Ther eds t hat connecti ol

The contrast thingvhen | was at OCe that was only about two years
late® here | ama younglance orporal going through OC&nd the
contrasé It became frustrating because the goals are so different. In boot
campibs about cHeatri Topld owentsy Il n OCS it
seventyfour, if you will, or a platoon full of leaders, individual leaddrs.
OCS every time you started to see somebody emerge as a, léedevas in a
candidate position kind ahing, a leadership position, then the staff would
scramble it up. Theydd make things con
That became very frustrating because | had had all this training to be a unified
tteamand now wedre bei ngedoipgstyff. di vi si ve I

The other thing in OCShe worst that could happen to you, the very
worst thing that could happentoyouas youb6d get a straggl
di dnodt glphysical taininghYORUT di dndt geimgyamnybody
You di danydublicdeniliationYou di dndt get somebod:
at your face. Yowota little bit of yelling, but not muchi ®ay candidatg,
youorewggkhetr et s your &83ao angagn ye rsotsr acghg It esr
youwereoutSo,i f you di dndt want to make a r
sergeaninstructods going todo is write a chitLike | said, in boot camp |
knew | wasgoingtob e dead i f | di d,théworstikmews o met h |
was lwagyoingtoget a stragglerds chit

So,what you ended up doing was figuring out for yourself where your
mettle wasYou dug into yourself to find the strength, to find the
perseverance, to do any of that other sort of stidti learned more about
your own depth of tenacity or resiliengeany of those other highfaing
words we may want to us€hat was the differendesee.

Boot camp was about creating a bunch of followers that are cohesive
and indoctrinated in Marine Corps heritage and love the Corps and all that sort
of stuff. OCSis about understanding your duty and responsibility as a
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commissioned officer to lead those young Marines and have the fortitude and
integrity and whatever else to do that.

DePue: Were there people that were washing out of boot camp while you were there?

Tyler: Yes.

DePue: What happened to those?

Tyler: They went home. Some tifemgot recycledand they would go toasual
phatoon and then come back in. Others
home®

DePue: But during the Vietam War, some people woubdnsider that to be an award

better to go home than to go to \fiam.

Tyler: Yeah, yeahBut seethe Marine Corps, even at that point in time, we were
still running | believe the numbers will sabout92 percent of us werstill
volunteers.

DePue: Thisis in sixty-sever?

Tyler: Sixty-seven.

DePue: That 6s pfior to Tet.

Tyler: Prior to Tet.

DePue: Do you remember some of the derogatory terms they called you guys in boot

camp? Nerd must have been one of them.

Tyler: Well, yeah, that was one of the niceres. The language was pretty colorful. |
dondt réeWe mbeerr e Welikad birds a lotWe were called girls
alotas demeaning. Ear | y awndi Ywbabiesanddry c o ul ¢
babiesd[lldondt r emember aVekhadBigBad & yiWweun € al | y ¢
weregoing tosendBodaciousn because he was made fli@toonguide
assistant platoon sergegnecausdie was big. He wasgoing tobe the
enforcer (DePue laughs€put no, | dondt remember a |

6 Casual Platoon is pretty much like being in the fleet. You get paid and pretty much do odd job$aseund

until your court martial(https://forum.freeadvice.com/threads/wihatppensn-the-casualplatoonfor-ua

marines.491008/

“lln late January 1968, Tabur ihnog itdhegyaniesssnmbhcomhumstWiey e ar ( or
Cong forces launchedaordinated attack against a number of targets in Sgietham known as the Tet

Offensive. bttps://history.state.gov/milestones/198968/te}

8 The platoon guide was the recruit who carried the platoon standard and marched at the front of the platoon.
(Information provided by Bob Tyler following this interview.)
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derogatory namesther than justi ®ay girls, hippity-hop, mob stom,that
kind of stuff but not really demeaning.

DePue: Since you obviously have thought about this a lot, did the group despise the
drill sergeant or were in awe of thall sergeant or both?

Tyler: (sighs)Of the fourDls that we haél The DlIs each play a rglgou kind of
know that. One of the Dls is always seen to be the approachable one. The
senior DI certainly tries to keep himself above tragy, but everybody seemed
to really respect him. He had a way of doing it. One of the DIs was always
approachable.

Then we had one that got relieved along the way because he was just
malicious. He would come up and squegze ur A d a ondistevep p | e
jus  do t hiHe gpspowemhhangrg. As a senior officewould now
look at it and say both as a senior officer amda psychologigi he coul dnodt
deal with the power gradient and got power hungry. The platsdly d i d n 6 t
like him and were very reli@d whena third of the way through our training,
he was taken off the grinder.

He was removed and relieved of duty. He just disappeared one day.
And my guessisthge n i o rIf | @dretto go back and rewrite it now
knowing what | know about the MaerCorps and how works,h e di dnét c
itt Hewasayoungor por al . This was his first pl
right, so they probably sent him back to DI school to be recycled or sent him
back to the fleet.

You had some dhemt h at é | respectetl tae ganhiyke |
said when | saw him walikng across the thing) fanks a buncb.And he was
pleased that | had done what | had ddrieat was good.

DePue: Was it at boot camp that you all got stamped with this concept that the last
thing a Marne does is leave his buddy behind?

Tyler: That was very cl édtrGs | nanddddoromelmp t hat
You spend the time on a platoon street megithe little red book that has the
history of the Corps and being tested on that and knoiviAgd the history
of the Corps talks about those things. It talks about

Since then, talikng with guys like thecommandant at the time, Carl
Mundy, he tal ks about cobhayrcorpsers donot f i
whatever elsgethey really fight forthe guy siting besidehim, their buddy. |
think Clausewit{Carl Philipp Gottfried von Clausewitz, a Prussian general
and military theoristjvould hold that as a truism as well

But we donét often talk about that.
things and maybe why you sign up and maybe why you garofifie Civil
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War ter ms, 0t o.0Bubwhendé eomeéstd@avn gelktiegpubhad n t
your foxhole andjoingu p t h e hdoingit tp take oate@fry@ur buddy.

It s not iiherasludy &t i Mmat, abouetberveatang oi ng t
War, where so many people igg into it havevery mixed emotiongf not

downright disdain or dislike of the whole mission that the military is fighting

at the timeT h a madesphilosophical thanimtended to get, but | am

fascinated by your look at it her&ter all these yeard\gainy o u 6 v e

obviously thought about it a ld there aything else that the typical Marine

is really stamped with by the time he gets done with basic?

There isone thing that really stamps them that has fascinatediree | was a
commanding officer and even later on and even looking at it in retirement

Mar i ne k n o wsdoingkoenething WrengY@u can stand out on the

flying bridge in a hang@ you knowwhat thatisthat 6 s t hat second
thehanggthe second fl oor for anybody who d
is, that overlooksthe hangaand you can watch the one
there walingarounddoings o met hi ng t hat tomg®@®adnodt o
you can be out on the grinder somewhere and halfway abedss

What 6s the grinder?

Grinder, parade field, parade deck or whatevand you can see the one guy

outditty boppigjal ong or doesnot ddngseneethilgi s cover
and all you got to do doirgwigpat tHiHeyor Mar
supposed to bdoingkeep right orgoing but the one who messig up will

stop and turn and loglkkay?

If you want to catch a Marine shonth e n dbirg€omething he
hadn®@ught to do, all you got to do is
That 6s not in keeping wi tohhattmeams t r adi t i
fippings omebody off when youdbére driving d
or something else. You can pull arfter Marine back into good order and
disciplinej ust by sayi ng, AThis isndt in ke
Corps. 0 That comes i n b o o,butthahstapgs. I don
therel can | ook athauletiveutg uaynsd tshaatd ,|l iwee do

| rarely makeobservationshut |1 61 1 make an observatic
Marines by far, do a better job of teaching and stressing traditions than the
rest of the services do.

We have an advantageknowl 6 m t al ki ng tandlaasm Ar my of
sensitive to not bragging about royrps at the expense of your seryiag

welbLand my sonds and where | wentasto fi
Marines to do that because we are small. And when yosraal, you can be

more cohesive.
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I f you | ook a Takethe armdked chiyision whenttheye
used to wear their Stetsons and their spurs all the great, great
camaraderie, great thing. Talk about an airborne gy about somebody in
the101st or the 8%, and you go down and you walk arouRolrt Bragg,
AAi rborne, Sir.o Therebds great pride.
those specific units.

When you talk about the Army at | ar
problems being coordinated within itself that are harder to manage than
200,000Marines. You can get a tighter grip on them and keep a tighter grip
on them. And we 0ofbeingthrown into someadthiosent a g e
little fracases in places where you can build a history that we can tell the story

that sounds good. 1 toés kind of.Buard to
itdédsé | dondt know qui tte ohfofw tbhuet Maoruibn
that.

Webre | ooking at the picture of the fI
Yeah, and thatds a Marine Corps story.

went ashore there that were out of Army divisions in thatifapas well.
Not at lwo Jima. Okinawa there were some.

Yeah, Okinawa there was a lot, yeah.

lwo Jima was purefy

Yeah, t;hdatad DYOU guysavare involved in Okinawa. You were

involved in some of the Paciftampaigns as well. You were involved in

Normandy. We have a better way of getting the press on some.dfthad o n 6 t
knowwhywe just do. And 10611 take it. (I a

What did your parents think about your decisiofiftger laughs)oin the
Marine Qrps?

Welld

Especialyya r dad had t onyb eg otshhi.nok iBnugt, hfieOhh a d
reference to be thinking about it.

He had a frame of reference. He alleged it was the dumbest thing | had ever
done.fiYou did what? You went dowmd enlisted?0

Oh, this was an aftdéer the fact thing.
Oh, |l didndt ask. | didndét go, fAMommy,

AYou did what®fYep, | did.oIt was funny. Dadwa&s | woul dndét say
mad,but he was not a hapgamper.
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| go off to OCSand | come back assacondlieutenantl guess he had
had some problems withinety-daywonders when he was in the Air Force
and di dnot sacdndieutenants®athereavé no bragging about
young sorieutenantunning around.l 6 m i n.| deteseleatedifocaptain
and | pinthemon. | get on the phonend I dialhome | called collectand he
answered. | sags | called collect and, AThis 1 s
col IHects.ay s, A Capt enilcame back tn?eave, Aevcduldw h
not show me off more than dragging me around to all of his buds at the
restaurant for a piece of pieinhe mor ni ng and a cup of ¢
s on. ddmainsnthae Marine8AT hi s i s myaptaimimhe Heds a
Mar i 15e the transitiod

In sixty-seven that was the dumbest thing | ever.didsixty-nine, |
was ashave tailieutenanta n d h e d i Hen owagomgdatrag
about that at alBut by the time | came backy seventyfive, as acaptané
He 6 d h areallygamarexperiences with captaingth a captain in
particular in the motor pool'hat madel guessall the differenceThat was
an interesting transition to watch.

DePue: The other important person in your |ifey sixty-sevensounds like it would
have been Carol.

Tyler: She was.

DePue: What did she think about that decision?

Tyler: As she says, when I signedaopn d we wer endt engaged ye
and | said, Al enlisted in thogps, Mari ne
okayl 6ve heard of that. I tds a governme
for the Post Office. Okay, thatoés the
(laughs)

DePue: Did you work hard to relieve her of her ignorance on the Marine Corps?

Tyler: Sheds probably one of the best Marine

of Mar i nAsa@achgn, sotne of the concepts about class
management, leadership, leadership by example, all those kinds of things that
come from the conversations arouthd table and whatever eJsand up in the
conversations around the dinner table as well and different places that we
went.So,she started to understand the Marine Corps estn early on in
Jacksonville

The Marines took great pride in théridesthat would come to pick
them up because that was back in thesélay | d o n, &d youkfamdiav
with liberty cards?

DePue: Yes.
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Okay. As an enlisted guyiberty wassoundedand you got your liberty card
and then you could go home. Well, theves would line up, park their cars

outtherewai ti ng for the | ibertyYouo sound,

couldndét go until after field day
It was long before cell phoneéo u ¢ o u | d Thedvarkeswould laok

out in the barracklhaanvwd lkhodaagdwn band

Ma r i n ebecausdlarine wives were alwaylsoking a little bit better,

dressed just a little bit trimmer, proper, and just looked a little bit better pulled
together] dondét know whether itbés really

that you could tell the differencand most of the time we were riglkay?

Don6ét you dar e ¢ oupingurlevdydumakeg surter

itds . Yomlgetdbl ook right becausypuvpoeodor e

not one of these squid wives. (both laugb)that became part of it. The night
| was commissionedl She came back while | was in OCS for another
semester at Easter@he came out for graduation with her two black éyes
that 0s adandkrer story

eyes matched her dress.

| t wasnot a ,1 a
assume.

Not a fashion statement. She
had fallen on the ice at Eastern
into a doo upright and several
stitches on her forehead, eyes
swelled shut and black and
blue.So,we were down to just
the two NFL black stripes

under the eye when she show: inFebruary 1969, Car ol Tyl er pinne
lieutenant bars during his commissioning ceremony at
up f O_ r gr _a du a t Quantico, Virginia. She sported twin black eyes from a
| had nothimg to do with that mishap with a door at Eastern lllinois University. The
next stop for Lieutenant Tyler was flight school.
(bothlaugh)

)

Thatnightl was so wound up that | 6ém

officer of Marines and leadership and all that sort of séuffl she nods off.
| 6m j ust goi ngBythg thkedgotto ietara and ceramly o

in Vietnam, it was very clear because wedidt hol d énrwyt hi ng

letters backon a daily basisvould talk about what we wedmingand what

was happeningwot in gory detail necessarilput i f |1 6d t aken
airpl

| 6d had some hol e sshpknewaloetd aweakdamy
when the mail gotto hewe di d n 6 tShelunddr&ood tiagthe Marine
Corps was not the U.S. Postal Service.

| did want to take another step back

W

t

r

a

S

b a

r

h

gettingtoOCSI dondt know i fm tthhaatt dwso ual pdp | biec ath
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Tyler: That works.

DePue: But there are some interim steps between ending basic training and then
having the opportunity to go get your commission.

Tyler: Yes.
DePue: Tell us about those.
Tyler: Boot camp, infantry trainingegiment, sent to Jacksonville to be an aviation

electrician and going through the training there of learning how to wire
helicopters, jet airplanes, chase electrons around, do the electrician thing on
aviation stuff.

DePue: Is this a Marine school?
Tyler: |l tds a Navy s c hoAllMarmeCopuaviaiontishval Navy é
aviation Thereforepur trainingisdone atavalf aci | i ti es. That o6s

to navalflight school Our Marines go to Memphis and NATC, Naval Air

Training Command, for their tramg. Jacksonville, Florida happened to have
aviation ordnance and aviation el ectri
what they have nowbut at that time they had those.

| was in a clas® | think it was a four or five montblas® for being
able toread an ohm meter and an amp meter and understanding how not to
electrocute myself and how to be able to wire things and learn all of that stuff.

DePue: This is prior to getting married though

Tyler: No, | was married at that time.

DePue: And was Carol den there?

Tyler: She was there with us. We rented a trailer for the first couple of months in the

flight path of NAS JacksonvilleThen we moved to an apartment on the other
side of townthatwas a little bit nicer.

I 6m i n t her,enotizgatet Andlecaumsg | hadhweo tyears of
college and there was this thing called \fiamgoingon somewhere in the
world, they were looking for slightly more matyg@ung Marinesl qualified
at that because | was nineteen or twenty at the time And/bybeing
married, my perspective had changed a little bit with #hat being a good
Marine, we had started our famiby thae We had one in the oven, shall we
say? (laughsfpo, youodbr e starting,atobasgddepw up pr
whenyou start l@king at that
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Carol was doing some substitute teachdwvn in the Duval County
school system down there and was experiencing that large city schools are not
guite the same as Edgar County schools.

| imagine. What grade level was she teaching?
Whatever substitute they threw her intthinko
This was thgublic-schoolsystem?

Public school systenThey asked if | wanted to apply for the enlisted
commissioningprogramand | sai d, 0 YSeHfihqutthe can do

pgper work because thatoés ki.nhdMaifie wher e
Corps was looking fobasicallysecondi eut enants to feed th

i eut enants dondét have much | ongevity &
situations so we needed to keep youimgutenants in the pipelinésaid,
AYeah, |l can do that.o

They donoét determstholdglpdothey? i n t hose

No, they donét defauwanbtebe antoffidzedfiyouhose t e
want to go to whatevedAt that point in timel was also tryig to get in to
flight school So,I had to pass a flight physical as welhd | did.

What time was this?

This wassixty-sevenTh i s Wa, & Wwassixty-eight this issixty-eight
This probably would have been rigifter Tet or around that time.

Yeah, summertime. This was summertime or so.

So,it 6s cl| ear tnamis$ nottgbing well Byrthen. n Vi et

That is truethat is true. But | knew at thtimeé | did not sign up for being a

wing wiper, work on the airplaneswanted to flythem That had been my

goal since probably about eight years old oiGartainly, by the time | was

twelve or thirteenl knew | wantedé | think Carol
t he ot her day babdybaok thenbabylyookrmy imdtherrgét s

for med when | was eight or nine, one of my goals or whatever was that |

wanted to be a pilot, flying-E01s at the timel'hat was the thingl'hat had

been a goal for a long, long tirrend the only way to get there svio be an

officer. So when they off er egbingitoe rtykvat , ol s ai
applied and it went up

As | told you before, Itobnse oonfe taohfe tihne
things that you always come back¢ov er y ti me | 6ve had to
evaluation of somebody else and give somebody an endorseYioenhever
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know reall y what .Yaunughtthinkyowdpbutyaut ent i al
really gotto think aboutjb ecause t he boar dfdolrset | s a
t he boar ddssyowngotldieuwdehantiandeaptain and anajor and a
lieutenantolonel They all sit thergand they ask you all these questions.

Asayoung, married PEC di dndét have the money
newspaperl di dn 6t Socuvwent esentd When | got driled about
the current events and the domino theory and all that sort o gdafhino
theory? You got dominoegPePue laughd) wasnodét pl u&aged i nt
the endorsement from thieutenantolonel that headed the boérdavhich
| 6ve al wavgsantetedim@walst, A This i ndividual ¢
characteristics necessary to become an
endor sement that went f or wdcoudshowdove go
you. | found that interesting becausemewher@r other he got overruledp
thechainOf t he si x of wus that went to OCS,
than a year as an officer.

Do you think his laclof endorsemertiad to do with your relative ignorance
at the time, shall we say?

Yeah, | think spmy performance at the interviet the time | was the

number one student in my clagsfact,t hat 6 s anot her | ittle
Technically the warrant focorporal was filled out three times for paand |

never wore the stripes. It giiited out the first timeand by the time | was

then on ECHPEmergencyCommissioning Prographold, because they were

waiting for determination of thalThey sgs, 1 Oh , heés on a hol
viewed that as a legal hglebre itupiiYou can 6t imglesaeseli t t o h
was the honor graduafd@hey]tore it up

The next monththe board comes up agairhey sit there and say,
A M, he waé He &deinga good job herdoingal | t hi s ot her stu
going todoi t Nayh €66 s st i.|®0hey torat umagdinoThelnext
month they reviewed itand they looked at it and saiil,¢ah, okay, we can
give it to himo | had just checked out of the unit.

Sol 6m now at OCS. | gr aduthetBasicf r om O
School . Mar i ne sama ontteir scHogvedBasic 8amanly n
forsecondi eut enant s,anldé wedute tohudr et Upshur
Quonset hud

Upshur?

Upshur, Camp Upshur at Marine Corps Ba
We 6 doegour infantry traning andsecondlieutenant training kind of stuff
| come back fromthe fielca n d | 6 v e[bunlgin theae.Layingok my
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rackisawarrantfotco r p or a |l ingbuttembarsmyaopand | say,
dono6t n°Seldeartitbp. (Bugbs)

What | should have done is gone back into the admin offexdthem
process it, correct my DR215 at that time or 214correct that to show it as
such and also give me the back pay from {tetausethat was a big pay
jump in those daysrom EE3to E4.But | whBhserjewsst éno way
thiscor por al 6s.Tivat 6 a n thupontlte boars therthe
little thing from my staff NCOs when | had teguadronfi @ alancecorporal
who did good) or whatever it is it says up there.

Every time | promotecasa CO[commanding officer]a young Marine
tocor por al , I said, AYoubve Thaugave ma o n e
some street cred with the troops.

DePue: You graduated and got your commission at what time?

Tyler: Februaryl969.

DePue | 6 ve got7;déesthat sound right?

Tyler: Second.

DePue: Second?

Tyler: Second two, Februarysixty-nine Date of rank is one, Januarygikty-nine,

but thatods okay.

DePue: And then what?

Tyler: Then Basic School for six months.

DePue: So you went tahe basic course.

Tyler: The Basic SchoolfBS, ill there in Quantico, six months long.
DePue: That wasndét the commi ssioning.
Tyler: No, commissioning is the eleven weeks at OCS.

DePue: What did you call your basic training, simply thiasic training?
Tyler: No, OCS.

9 Butter baror butterbar may refer to: Second lieutenant, a junior commissioned officer rank in the US Army,
Air Force andViarines
(https://www.google.com/search?q=Butter+Bars+Marines&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiH7b3Kv63jAhVUOsOKHX
eFCfgQ3rMBKAJE6BAgNEACc&biw=1280&bih=90y
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No, | mearthe first one, Boot @mp.
Boot Camp, Boot @mp.
No fancy name, just Bootdnp.

MarineCorpsRecruitDepat Bo ot Camp. Whatds the | i
got ther@ What does it call it? Boot Camp, Recruit Depetruittraining,
Boot Camp.

Recruit Depot, thatods what it says.
|l tds the Recruit Depot, Boot Camp.
So,t hey d o thénselvésoutorahking fancy names for this stuff.

Not fancynames| t Bbat Camp. Every boot goes throughAnd then you
went to ITRbecausee v e r y  Maflerman,soyas went to Infantry
Training, an ITR Infantry Training Regiment, and then OCS, Officer
Candidate SchooRAnd then all Marinesecondlieutenats, including those
that go to the Naval Academy, go to The Basic School.

And that starts in Februanf sixty-ninefor you?

That started in Februanf sixty-nineand lasted until July cfixty-nine
That 6s wher e you Itrowasmaerdstybldolorieleag | | i ke
saying it gives alieutenant an opportunity to learn how to Hesatenant.

St op and think aboutYouranthemthooughgi ve s
Boot Camp or OCS or whateveritB r st of al | , officer,Il 6 m | o
take somebody t hat,éocshekpows evarythingpiecee ge gr a
of paper that hangs on your wgdhd] says you know everythingecause
youdre a college graduate, right? And

| dondt happend to believe that, but

But at twentyfour or twentytwo, or whatever, when you just got out of
coll ege, youdve got this new piece of
graduate | kiow it all.0

And thatods t bisot siamke yowmé&r.g oundestruct.i

Thathbhs, ré6g youbdve ¢ themtdsbnetarduoustraenimg y ou s
thing that say&s They get great confidence that they can do anything. They

can climb high hills, run fast, carry a pack, shoot, do all this sort of Stoiff

they know that they candowrt hi ng. We 0 v Bhenbvegivétitemt h e m u
a piece of paperthatsaysSpeci al Trust and Confiden
from thepresidentiiYou have the authority to do anythingo,you know
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everythingyou know you can, anadog®owduyv e got
got totemper that. Yoot tobring it down somehow.

Part of what The Basic School does is gives you the confidence of
doing some troop leadership with your peers, doing skill sets and
competenciesand being able to fire all of the weapons in the Marine Corps
arsenal, being able to understand how toindires and do the skills of your
stuff, and workingwit,se r geant s and staff NCOG6s so
develop that relationship of undgaindingfi Ok & ye,ut enant, you do
it all. Youdd better get the duty expe

| think we do a pretty good job in that six months of helping the
lieutenants learntowearthbars.So t hat 6 s what you do at
Schoo] and you spend quit bit of timed

Is it strictly orientedaround infantry training and tactics?

Yes, and all of our supporting arms. Remember, even our infantry officers

have to understand the Marine Corps MAJWrrine Air-Ground Task

Force]lc o n c e p t .ot thée grouvddreemeant, the air elememid the

combat service suppofor an infantry officerthey have to understand where

they get their combat service support, where they get and how they call in and

use air powerAnd for the same token then, anyusfthat go o tosay

aviaton t hat gi ves wus an gaimgdosupporthatn di ng o f

| askedthis question because | know this is very different from the Army
approachwhere pu get your commissigmand i f youdre going
aviabr, you go to the Army Aviation School. | assume it worksy much the

same way in th&lavy, thatyou go straight to Naval Aviation Training. And
youdre not | earning how to be a grunt.

Yeah.

Herebs your opport uniittmpkesgsensedoxdpittaei n why
Marine Corps way.

Two hundred and thirtgight years of success.
Were you suggesting that the Army and

(laughs) Oh, pumgwor ds i n my mouth now, sir. Wi
done it since aviation and whateveiftime] 1912 timeframe and the

integration of thatWe have seen First andforemostMarines are an

infantry unit. Th e w@aunehedsseaased whateverer s . T
for the most part, becausewh&ti? nety percent of whateve
goingtogowe donodt havgoingtahavets come adress thee

beach somewhere or another. It may not be a contested dssault youdr e s
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going tohaveto come across the beagho u gomgetohave to put in the
fortifications, whatever else.

But we ®ddkedhe Arinyghaéewe dondét have t he
artillery. We dondét have the number of
of st uf f .infavifg &and we relyiveryhheavily on the rest of it. But
that connectedneds being an infantry officer or an infantry unit becomes
integral. In Vieham, grunts would talk about when theglled Marine air
They would fly lower and drop their bombs aasMarines will hang it out
moretogogettheMar i nes out of harmds way i n c
evacuations or whatever else.

It comes back to that being small again280,000 | know my Basic
School classmates. | know my AWS. Strange thimgpAWS: Hat 6 s
Amphibious Warfare School for migvel captains Wed Igd back to thatSo,
youdd sit amroudndveddsemi mn&dre saadstaff t hi ng
later on You have ground officeryou have aviation officersjou have
combatservice support officersll sitting around together doing their thing.

You donét thinkbutthatwomuweceharasb d watt eirt
somewhereand | need some supportfromsomeh@y d | 6 m | andi ng
and, A.Okwoyeal| assiBalt és myomifbcat buddy.
jump ahead in the story line about forty years, one of the things | did when |
was doing support for the Department of Defense in neteenkric warfare
was we lookdat the impact of technology and smart phones or wkatgwu
wanted, that Internet connectedness, to units like Seal Team Six, Striker
Brigade, a Marindattalion and Singapore, the cistate of Singaporé&Ve
looked at the effectiveness of how they did that. Singapore | can talk about
more freely than | cathe othersfor obvious reasons

What we discovered in all of thewatwas really evident in Singapore
was those people in high positiéns \Wen theSARS epidemic came about
[theyjlcoul d get on the phone and call, AH
ewven though it wasnoét your area of res
conscriptiont® Everybody had done drill togethehey had played golf
togethey they knew each othethey had a connectipso that when it came
time to build a network to get things done, they could work together. The
Marines do that in Basic School aAWVS and by organization. | know my
gruntbrother. | know my ground service support guys.

So,when the defecation hitsthet ary oscil |l ator, weo"
communication network goingnd it wor ks. | Adkayn 6t hav
youdre my armor guy. Wher ®bdt yomk cbmat

10 Between November 2002 and July 2003patbreakof SARS(Severe Acute Respiratory Syndronie)
southern China caused an evei8,098 cases, resulting in 774 deaths reported in 37 countries, with the
majority of cases in China and Hong Kong (9.6% fatality rate) according to the World Health Organization
(WHO). (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Severe _acute respiratory_syndyome
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what makes t he lahgwindeda eswer . Thaddmsdta kn
whethed

So much of it sounds | i kebedadwssa ymaua\ee
had the common experiences you mentioned before.

t haveor oa eMarlian en ¢ rou rat
s | sekemtypbuodpdctluomp a
tos real hard to

Yes, yeah. | dono
have to explaintomevha i t 0
whatever el sé. I
Carol walked into my hangar when | had sqeadron one timend
the Air Force was haing a bunch of Marinesoutt 6 s Nor tiihé€ar ol i n
August and they had a problemthitheir airplaneTh ey j ust coul dnodo
thereSooher e |1 6ve got asitingoutindghe hobsonond Mar i r
concretd hi ng, just hott eringtarbundgoinghe di cken
A W a tgangon™

About this timgsomecaptain wanderthroudh,andy ou6ve got t he
people around theréle made disparaging remarks about our sister service,
about how they couldndét provide the ta
months beforeHe s ays, fl 6ve goianal li téhbe ot guy
sendthemi n a coupl e at a tysmeinWlhhatget he olmel
theydoingsitting out in the sun? Brinthemon in. Sit themalong the side
just d thenilimb bnehie airplanes or get in the way. @&mout of
t he beeaaste. 0 wunderstood the same taking
these troops in battle ready gear and everything&lsed t h a ftcdtake hi s | «
care ofthem

|l dondt think you swlken hiat s nonlhy fo
to fly the airplaneand drive the airplane. Somebody else worries about
maintainngi t . | bring that back Long, wedve (g
winded answer, Mark. | hope | got where you wgoag

|l 6m taking the o
every day that s
teaching and hav
a good experienc t
Therearelots of otherreasonp ut t h

tunity ©e abtow yo
ody has the curren

ppor
omebo
end6t obviouslyltd®ought
e 0
at

capture this. Il t &

60s a great reason

Letbébs talk then about finallty getti
fly an aircraft When did that happemnd vhere did you go for that?

| appliedfor and passed the physical and all that sort of &tuff
The flight physical?
The flight physical, so that you could qualify to do that, while | was at The

Basic School.
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Youdre wearing ¢l;weresyeusweanirg\glassestdhin c ur i o u
time?

No. Thisis presbyopja ol d age, the arms donodét get
You were twentytwenty at the time.

Yes, very much sdn fact, | had a near scare because | walkéd doing a
night navigation drill athe Basic Schald | walked into one of those loblolly
pine branchegoked in my eye and scratched my eyeljflthought that
mighthavemes&dsomething upltd i d and Itstill got to Flight School.

| signed up for Flight School or applied for it. | was high egioin the
academic standing ahe Basic School to be able to do taatlpassed the
other amed forces qualification tests érd this upside down, right side ®
gpatial orientation kind of thingDid all that, had the grades, whatever, but
theNaval8r vi ce and Navy Flight School i n

Well, firstofalll wasné6t qualified to go to
Force Flight School, because on my initial medical eaatW-FES when it
came down to hay fneetrospect hla tcohse cskeeads ofinyael s
allergies to working in haylofts and all the dustould sneezeand my eyes
would water| put down hay fever. Welanyt hi ng t hatlag reall
feverfor city slickers disqualifies yguecause of all the sinuses and all that
sort of stuff, particularly for jetsSo,| had to do a little bit of talking with the
flight surgeons and convincing them that | could really go be a helicopter
pilot,i f you di dnoét wanealyt odpondt mhdve hhgit
have seaswl allergic reaction to working in very, very dusty environments
on a farm.

Was being assigned to be a helicopitat okay at that time?

It was for me because e me mb e r , JaddriVarmesdasuppartiag

their troops, their infanyrguys. So that was perfectly fine to me. | know

t her e 6 s dtindctsmy sonh wag just talking about @own in his job

with Flight Safety Internationdl the feeling that helicopter pilots are the ones

with the lower grades in Flight School and trees that really, you knaév

It s b een mhaving foprrehoth leelicapters and jets and large
transportsthat they all require specific skille becomes very Darwinian if

you arenodt smart enouldeb!| t ot akhectyar goaf
quickly.

| 6ve heard helicopter pilots try to ar
helicopter after flying a jet than it is vice versa.

|l would agree with that. | woul d agree
fixed wing halits and do things likehovdo ecause it &és ingraini
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fixed wing that you never get below a
out of the skyHelicopters do that all the time.

In | et s ingaloigratd00 BOOknots or whateveand things
happenfasBut y o u 6406000faet Yoou 6avte got a | i ttl e
for some of that stuff. In a helicoptgrou may only be&loinga120miles an
hour, but your wings are slingg around a#t00knots and when things come
apart, thg come apart very noticeablyou 6 r e a | ot c¢gyooser to
deal with the original aviatois the world[birds] a lot more, and we do not
fly form on each other very well.

|l dondt know i,buttyecemas also that corfcept naproii ¢ h
the earth during that timeframe.

In Vietha m, i f I came back from some mi sSsi
nose strut, I wasndt | ow,withtbeuraan . I hav
just above the treewith the rest of the airplane losv it. Yeah, been there,

done that. Had to climb over the rice paddy dikesl that becomes a

necessary part of it.

But how I got thereé | fought the b
training. The Naval Service did not have enough seats at WHitihd) to
train the quantity of helicopter pilots necessary for the Marine Corps needs in
country.So,t hey had a deal wor Keldtheprat t hat |
about200Marine Corps Naval aviators through Army Flight School at Fort
Wolters, Texasand then did advanddraining at HunteiStewart Army Air
Field, Savannah, Georgia

| checked in then got my orders and packed up Carol and ourison
our fancy little, newsecondlieutenant car, mgixty-nine Ford Mustang Mach
I, and drove to Texasnd checked into Mineral Wells, Tex#se town of
Mineral Wells right outside of Camp Wolters, now called Fort Wolters, now
once again closefWe] checked into the Holiday Inrit must have been a
little after supper or whatevidsut it was evening timbecausdt was dark out
As | pulled in to the parking lot of the Holiday Inn, a couple of my classmates
came outii He y , Bob, c o becausdtevaselulys2e, €963, hi s, 0
which,a s y o u pid ahother éam@u$ datehich was the day Neil
Armstong wal ked on the moon. | thought t
that.

Youdve fonachyerunningere

No, & ICaraidpsinting somethingso,l checked in to Flight School at

Fort Wolters, Texas on the day Neil Armstronglked on the moant 6 v e

thought that was vergppropriate becaused ve bumped i nto Neil
severad well, two other times throughout my career and have his signature

hanging on the wall upstairs.t abnike bookend thing there. But got to Flight
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School, flew TH23swhich,i f youdve everMashggammwilt he TV
recognize that as the little bubble with the solid tail boom, and flew tHat

Not much room for passengers in that, was there?

You could get three people inthemeax. But | 6 m no,andmy | i t t | e
instructor was not a little guyand on a hot July day in Texas, you could not

get enough power at the beginning of your period of instructidgh the full

gas tankto get it into a hover. You had to do a runningetafk because it

wo ul d Theaitpkane is not that efficient in hot dy the end of the

class you could come back around and do some hoyeritigh meant you

ended up learning your hovering skills and some of those other fine.things

You had to be vgrgentlewith them because it provided some super training.

There were days out there in Texagh the wind blowingthat you
could watch the traffic on the highway below you the interstateactually
going faster than you couldoing in the samdirection because they were
going seventyand you were flyng at seventy but the wind was bloimg at
thirty. So they were passing you as you werénly That was interesting
training.

What were the skills that were necessary to be a succhstidpter pilot?
What? Keen sense, steely eyéDePue laughs)erves of steel.
Rarely do you have an opportunity to say tfifgler laughs)

| dondédt know if there is a specific sk
| t tleesnechanics of flyingt. Any controlled movement of any control

requires you to move all the other ones. As | was learning in the early days

It 6s a reciprocating ,®mngiitn@s i mot ha sjeett |
has a speed monitoring systaedtup to it Your speed monitoring system

was your left wrist and being able to crank what looks like a motorcycle
throttle.You 6 d c tbantk itfhaytou r ol |l ed more thro
pull power or pull the collective ymvhich changed the mih of the blade$

With the same hand?

With the same han&o,i t 6 s a r ol | and pull. You ha
had to put more resistance in the rptorit would overspeedOnce you got it

up to speed, like the fans going up there, lyad to roll it and pulllf you

rolled it down, you had to push. But that also meant that your torque then

changed. Foreveryactioghnh er e 6s an equalNeatonhn o pp o s i
physics, okay? | 6m back to TwWwwm Michigan

1 M*A*S*H, an acronym for Mobile Army Surgical Hospital, is an American war coruegna television
series, based in Korea, that aired on CBS from 1972 to 1983.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M*A*S*H_(TV_series)
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meant if you pulled the throttle, you had toove depending on which

helicopterandl candt r emember ,tdantddnqueone t hat
rotor, which is the little rotor in the back’'ou had to push either left peddle

when you pulled it up and right peddle when you pushed it down, or the other

way aroungdd ependi ng on whether itds a push
that in your airplaneThat also meantvhen you put more power on it and all

thae g oi n g aisagotaynetydegreschange in the inertia of the

rotor, which meant you had to mowee cyclic. Soif you pulled power, you

had to give it a little forwardand if you put it down, you had to give it a little

aft, and you had tb

| literally sat n my living room in our apartmentwith a broom or a
dust mop handl e f or psohbcoudipush sdgways,h i s , R
and a vacuum cleaner handle héetween the cushiongist getting the
pushpull-stomp just getting the mechanics of thatmy mind.

Little did I know, now when | talk about practice and connecting
neurons in the brain to my studerds a psychologist, that what | was doing
was laying down those memory pathways more efficiently than probably
actually doing it over andver and over in the airplanleecause | was forcing
myself to think about and lay down that stuff.

So,the skill set you need is to be able to be one, very coordireatdd
youbve got to do a | ot of multitasking
it.If you need to change a radio frequen:
on this, stick it under your knee, kind of hold it there, fly with the other hand,
change the radio frequency, and come back.

Is that why in most casesyy o u 6 v eilotgnahere with pou, a copilot?

In the more sophisticated ones, yes, okay, but we still fly a lot of single piloted

helicopters out thereunnigar ound . S o TheHasgerddicopteost a é
require two pilots but the small observational@ésh e ones youodore f
with,theloachés, the | i ghto aesmglerpioat i onal h

Having dreamt about this since you were just a little \kig this all of what
you expected it to be?

Every bit as muadlwouldbavd toldtyaulthen, anpday t od ay
in the air is bettetharé A bad day in the air is better than a great day on the
ground anywhere.

What was Carol doing during this school?

She was going to wives functiarghe followed me to Fort Wadts We lived

in Mineral Wells, Texas. We actually lived in Weatherfosthich is about
twenty miles from Mineral Welldt was a shorschool,so she was taking care
of Rob, going to wives functions.

42



Robert Tyler

DePue:

Tyler:

Interview # VR\A-L-2013102.01

Sheds got some stori eeosnsafutsand her e w
the Armyofficers their wives are being taught that they had to show up at the
general 6s reception with a hat and gl o

Army protocol . And tAlng alv@ ahngnahogwi ves ki
about that.laughs) il know howtoacttand | dondét need some
how to dres@All ofthad as wedve called it over 't he
familiar with itd is that genteel poverty kind of wayéofWe have this

genteel nature in the officeorpsb ut we really arendt pai

to live the lifestyle of the southern belle and the plantation lifestyle and all that
sort of stuff But we do the best we can. (laughs)

Did she take to that herself?

Shebds a g, ramdashdeammer s toteofstiengs in thatpicked up

guidance fronthatHer e again, that | eadership by
t hat wedve éh Heit wikea haee bder great examples on how

you make welcome the officers and their ladies and other menittées o

organi zation as weoOve gone along. Her
isd and she picked it out when she gotideres A MY haBé&sause ito:
gottheé Sorry,but i tbés got the Mardi yeouowrep 0 nll
got five spacesthabyu 6r e al |l owed when youbve got
anchor on one sidSo,s he 6 s @ o & n dhiirtwe, the numeral

thirty-two.She 6 s v er y b,i tgfmsthiroy4o0,0 ascaneanmgthe

two as an alsaShe considers that this was our @are

Sheds got two plaques on the wall d
her contribution for leading the Officers Wives Clidr doingd sometimes
pejoratively said Mrs. Colonel kinds of things. She never wore ragk, but
she took on the responsibility that the spouse of an officer has to do with the
other spouses and all that sort of stuff.

She was very active in the Navy Relief Societya counselor and a
recruiter for thenand a public speaker for their efforts on providing financial
services to our youngpilorsor Marines. She was a Donut Dolly for the Red
Cross at Camp Lejeunehen we were there after Flight Schatd at
HunterStewartworking as a Red Cross voluntee Sheds a key per
running Key Wives Clubs and providisgpport.

Infactwhen | 6d guadrenanduivpas jushneoving up to
Headquarters Marine Corps when Saddam Hussein went stupid and ran into
Kuwait, one of her biggest frustratigrexpressed to me and others, but
certainly to me, was she was bothered by the fact that she was not in a unit
that was deploying or with those guiisat she was dteadquarterdecause
there were wives now sitting around at Cherry Point and at El Torothed
Marine Corps basewhose husbands are now deployed into conepait
t hey d v e énBeocawsea of thahghp between Viend with the
exception of Grenadaand Kuwaif nobody had shot at us for twenty some
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years. And she sa§s She because she had tegperience of having a

husband in combat, she should have been there to help those younger wives
understand how to de.décauseilwasatt hat . And
headquarters.

| assume that when she was grawing up,
moving around every couple of yedike you did in your early years. Was
that something that was hard to overcome?

She | oves adventur eEveShye tlionvee sghebduwiel dmon
does a plan to move and figure out what to do inthesmnon g when wedr e
driving across the countrwhere to stay and all that sort of stufbw to

make it an adventure for the kids.

We gettoanewdutystatippnd i to6s checking in to
area because wgindgkiobe therevoetbreeeears orlie$e
web vgettof i gur e outanwhathdés herd he experie
museum junkigshe loves that stufin fact in moving back to Decatur after
all this time, we get herand we get plugged in to things at Nkih, atthe
symphony, different things around hevée 6 r eng to kel dousinsvho

have lived here all their lifé&d Oh , we 6 ve maWweedrv ed onreev etrh aste
thisofiWe 6 v e n e v e Mhatpartrsta@ echlly léke. . 0

She was born in the PafS8ommunity] Hospital Her mother worked
in the Paris hospital as a nurkter dad worked in towrShelived in two
houses in Paris her whole life. And then she marrieanteat the end of
thirty years she had twenspme different addresses (both laugh)

Let 6s keep moving on wit hbecauseiafterf | i ght
t heé Irecalwhatdydu call all these thingthe basic flight training that
you got ad

Fort Wolters.
Fort Wol ters. What 6s next ?

Advanced FlighfTraining at HunteiStewart Airfield in Savannah, Georgia,
with the Army againwhere | ended up flying the othBtashhelicopter with
the bubble with what looks like an oil rig bopwhich is the TH13, also
reciprocating but a little more power and wivateelse that we used for
instrument training, and thén

Forus novices,wat 6 s reci procating mean?

Reciprocating, like your car, pistons, reciprocating motor, air/oil or air/gas
mixture, boom, fire, you know, pistons popping up and dowopassed to
the jet engine, which is a turbine engine. The last half of that training was
Huey time, the UHL, the popular workhorse for the Army in Vietnam. [I] got
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training in that and finished up the instrument training there. And then
completed

Does that include flying instruments only?

Yes in the cloudsWhen they say instrument training, that melalivsd, asfar
as what you can see outside
the airplane, reference to
instruments onlyMost of the
Army graduates graduated
with a tactical helicopter
license which just gave them
VFR, VisualFlight Training,
and emergency instrument
training, as opposed to full IFR
training, Instrumen¥light

Rule training, that all the
Marines gotbecause that was
a requirement. All Naval
aviators have to have an
instrument card. So we had
more training, given by the
Army in Army Flight School,
than most of the Army officers

got as they went through.

. Carol Tyler pins on First Lieutenant Robert Ty | er ¢
Wha_twaSthedlfference? silver wings during his graduation f
Having to f|y o\er water so helicopter flight school at Hunter-Stewart Army Air

much of the time? Field in Savannah, Georgia in April 1970.

(sighs) Pr ob a lyéal, probhyy ovgruwatsr sit nightheére
youbve got no visual hoitnit hen Arany 6ep pv@a s
of doing things.

So, we had the full instrument traininginthe Héeg , compl et ed |
and then got my silver winggust like | was an Armyviator. | got to wear
those for a while and then went up the road to Marine Corps Air Station New
River, which is the helicopter facility right adjacent to and on the edge of
Camp Llejeune, North Carolina

New River?
New River.
Whichwas more significant to you at that time, getting the gold bar or getting

the wings?
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Tyler: Oh, |  d oBeirgtlieltemamiw the Marines was awfully important,
Mark. Th a t @wh ame. The silver wings were just kind of a step along the
way, the silverwingsbecause | donét have my gol d

probably at that timggetting my wings was probably more of a goal
completion than getting my commission. But thepansibilitie®

The wings is a skill set and a job; the bars and the commission are
responsibilities to our Marinekthink they fall in two different categorieSo,
when | look at which was more important to asea personal goal, probably
the wingsAs a significance and a meaning kind of thing, that commission
that hangs on the wall | think has more importance than the wings.

DePue: What did you dponce you finally got to a duty station?
Tyler: First of all, at New River | got introduced into tMarine Corps way of doing
aviatonThat i s youobmaeda ydamniree affSoosit at or

had a ground dufyand | happened to be tbiassifiedmaterialcontrol officer.

It was one of my duties, ground dutiésvas in charge of all the dgfuhat the

S-2 had locked upAt the saméime, | was learning the CH6, all its

complexitiesand how it flies and learning all the course rules on how to fly it

in the local area and everything else and getting checked out. Once | became
whatwe calNA OPS qualified, NATOWBabésngtth
stand fo? NATOPS,Naval Air Training and Operations Manuglaughs)

DePue: It sound like his is the kind of thing to put people asleep.
Tyler: Th at 6 s, That tels yoé everything about how youmpdane works and
all that good stuff. | thin&
DePue: But you were working on a GH6, which is known to most peopleds
Tyler: As a Sea Knight helicopter made by Boeing Vertol. The civilians call it a Sea

Knight helicopterand the Navy probably callsthie same thing. The Marines
lovingly call it a Phrog, spelled-A-R-O-G. We just call it a Phrog.

DePue: How is that different from the Ci47 Chinook?

Tyler: l'tds smatober, one

DePue: Because they look very similar.

Tyler: Unless you statbokingatthem Theyér e hand tlhwéynwobrethbo

interlocking, intermeshing rotors. The € has its engines internally, inside
the airplane. The CH7 has them on the outsidéthe airframe. Thd7 has

its fuel tanks that run the full length of theselage It has four wheels, instead

of the three wheels or three landing gear the 46 has. The 46 just has two little
stub wings.
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DePue: The one wedre | ookliassgmeat wup here is th

Tyler: Yeah, umhmm.The47 has fuel tanks that run all the walpng the sideit 6 s
bigger. The big significance in the difference between the twibasi6 has
blade fold and rotor brakeso | can stop the rotors spinning, fold the rators
so that | can put it below decks on helicopter

DePue: On an aircraft carrie
Tyler: On an aircraft carriefTh at 6 s al so wh gsoppbsedtdafour cycl e
landinggearbecause itds more maneuverable o

stuff. B u t, we ldarnat] torilyothie 46&time@wd when | got
NATOPS qualified then | was designated a Naval Aviatamd | got my gold

wings an@

DePue: So that 6s tohthe gaddiwogsthat yoe camfly @&f an aircraft
carrier?

Tyler: No, 1t s aayataviagog as oppasedado an Arnayiator, and we all

know navalaviators are better than Arnayiators.

DePue: We didnot all know t hat . (Tyeolamghs)peopl e s
Tyler: Okay, well | .Ohathedetitisf i nd it today

DePue: And were you fine with flying a CH6?

Tyler: | loved it. It hasone of the best missions in the Marine Colfsah, | was

designated Naval Aviator No. T13235 on 30 July 1970.

DePue: If youdd had your drutherdefore you found out what you were going to end
up flying, what did you want to be flying?

Tyler: My druther® What timeframe you talkg about? You talkng abou®
DePue: Nineteen sixtynine
Tyler: Nineteen sixtynine The Marine Corps did such a good job of indoctrinating

me as a younbeutenantit was my smart wife who talked me out of going to

Vietnam as a&econd lieutenant infantry officand going tdlight school

becauselsay Al can al ways go over flghhd tour
school Bhe says, ABut i f you go,aonvde rt haantdd sc
been your dream all these yeafsecause to me there is no better job for a

Marine than being aecond lieutenamh charge of glatoonin combatWhen

it came to Wat do | want to fly @really wanted to fly something

supporting my MarinesSo, | was very happy going into 46s.

DePue But a Huey would have been good as well?
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Wel | , our Hoorenyaddsandantra airplanésyand some gunships.

| really wanted thevorking bird. The 46to the Marinesis what the Huey is

to the Army. Wedr e t;Wwedoamedsasiweedot haul
the civilian resuppliesve do the military resuppliesve do the inserts,

whatever needstobedoidh e y 6 r e inglhier av@er k Theydr e not
The big Sikorskyb3sare the ones that do thdrom securgos [position}to

securgpo0s mMove heavy weapons around, heav)
the guys that go into the crappy zoné&ade the guys thadomebody calls,

AWe ne@decbtred pt he ones who go help them

But | also thought thaturing the Vieham War, a lot of thegroundsupport
missions that the Marines were flying were jets.

As far as close air support for weapons and ordinance drops, yes.
Was that something you still were hoping that you could do?

Atthat pointintime,di dn &t n eYouweabvaya wantltoyfly¥the fastest
and the highest and whatevidr 6 s n &a@throttlesuasdifoingthings But
at that point in timgl was very pleased that | wasifig 46s and the workg
bird helicopter thing for Marines and Mags in combat.

Did you feel l i ke your temperament was
sociological question.

Oh, thatodés one of tByohatédmedwas soavkllogi c al (o
indoctrinated that yeah, | guess so (laughs)

This might be a pretty decent place to end the discussion for today because
fromhereonoywwe 6 r e getthamg amenmndt Vive?

Yeah, weoOmamspot. t he Vi et

So,i f you dondt miaamdd wedldls piadd tihi sa wy
getting the word that youdre heading t

Okay, we can do that.
Thank you very much, Colonel.

Thank you, sir.

(end of transcript #1)
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purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo cml0Z%oéthei Capyrmlit AcBod X9T6imast be followed. These
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, lllinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the teepatige.

DePue: Today is Friday, December 13, 2013. My name is Mark DePue, Director of
Oral History of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library. This is my second
session with Bob Tyler. Good morning, sir.

Tyler: Good morning, sir.

DePue: And how areyou today?

Tyler: | 6m doing well, thank you.

DePue: |l know youdbdbve got a new -gewcaa(@wer door to
laughs).

Tyler: And a new printer because the other one died.

DePue: Last time we had a very interesting conversation. | espeeiajbyed your

analysis of what Marine Corps basic training is really all about. You had some

great insights that will be useful. We got up to the point of just about getting

you to Vietnam. | wanted to pick up wh
assiged t o waséz24?s it HMM

Tyler: Yeah,lwasHMM2 64 i n New River, North Caroli
training in the 46 [CH46]. Once | was fully trained and qualified, then | was
assigned from the Second Marine Aircraft Wing, where 264 was to the Firs
Marine Aircraft Wing that was deployed. The process
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DePue:
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DePue:
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DePue:

Tyler:

DePue:
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They were already deployed?

They were already deployed. They were gone; they were already there. So,

what we were doing is, the units were
rotation, in and o which we have tried to go to more appropriately in more

recent war8 we were doing individual replacements. The unit would stay in
country, and youb6d just cycle people t
through. We were trained indlStates, got qualified.

| became an F2P, which is a helicopter second pilot, in thel&l
Earned my gold wings there, and then a
became NATOPS qualified, which is that piece of paper | gave you,
NATOPS, the Naval Aviton Training and Standardization Program,
qualified, then | was eligible for orders. As part of the replacement cycle, |
was assigned to the First Marine Aircraft Wing.

[1] checked in to Okinawa, and at Okinawa you gatye meeny,
miny, moe Some of 8 stayed on Okinawa as First Marine Aircraft Wing
Rear at Futenma and just did whatever there, cruising out of there and
supporting the effort krountry. | got assigned-country. When ircountry,
of course you got assigned to one ofthe

At the time,at Da Nang, we had three working bird squadrons. Three
sixty-five | think it was and 262, and there was another one that rotated out
shortly after | got ircountry. | was assigned to HMI#62, which is Marine
Medium Helicopter Squadron 262.

So,whabs the H stand for, helicopter?
Helicopter, and MM is Marine Medium.

Helicopter Marine Medium.

Medium, yes.

It doesndét necessarily roll of f the to

No, and that 6s26évhy(Ilweusshse craMiMhea ttohey 6 r
aircraft, because if this were a navy squadron, it would just be an H something

or other.LikeVF6 i s Fi xed Wing Training Squad:
Marine squadron, like the squadron | commanded later on, VMGRT, you got

the M in there for Marine. l'tds the sam

I noticed the HMM, theredéds no S in thi
being in a squadron.

No, itds HMM because itbés a helicopter
asquadronjus because itdés helicopters.
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DePue: What does that mean for the layman? How many people in a squadron? How
many aircraft in a squadron?

Tyler: We were running, oh, in that squadron, as it was put out, eighteen to-twenty
two aircraft. Depending on personnglpo u6r e going to be run
forty or so pilots and then air crew t

probably running about 250, maybe 300, personnel in that unit.

DePue: Youdbve got more pilots than youbve got
Tyler: Yes.

DePue: Is thatpilot and copilot? That would be the same?

Tyler: You have more pilots than copilots, almost a two, two and a half to one

aircraft ratio because you can fly the airplanes more than you can fly the
pilots, the thinking is.

DePue: Did you always fly thesame aircraft?

Tyler: Oh, no. You came in in the morning, an
whatever your flight was, and you were assigned an aircraft.

DePue: Before we actually get to
your arrival in Vietham, |
had a couple of other
guestions. You were in
Okinawa at what time, what
month and year?

Tyler: | spent all of about four days
on Okinawa, so | would
have gone through there in

probably October of 1970.

DePue: By that time, in the United
States itself, the wardés pretty
unpopular.

Tyler: Very unpopular.

First Lieutenant Tyler did a short stop-over at Okinawa in
. October 1970 while en route to South Vietnam. He is
DePue: How much did you know standing outside his BOQ, bachelor officer quarters.

about it? How much did you
think about that aspect of igpg into the war?

Tyler: | thought all the weird college students on campus who were trying to figure
out ways to get out of going to Vietna
running off to Canada and doing other
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