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Abstract  
Charlotte West, Women’s Basketball in IL, DGB-V-D-2005-009 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Charlotte West was born on September 

19th, 1932 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. She graduated from St. Petersburg High School in 

Florida in 1950. During high school West played with the R.H. Hall Industrial Basketball League 

in her hometown and she also played volleyball, softball, and was a swimmer for her high 

school’s interscholastic teams. After high school, West earned a bachelor’s degree in math and 

physical education from Florida State University. She went on to earn her master’s in dance and 

physical education at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro (UNCG) and her doctorate 

in measurement and educational psychology from the University of Wisconsin.  

Prior to pursuing her graduate education, West taught for two years at Boca Ciega High 

School in St. Petersburg, Florida, and coached girl’s swimming and volleyball. Upon completing 

her master’s degree at UNCG, she began teaching physical education at Southern Illinois 

University Carbondale (SIU) in 1957. Along with teaching, West was the women’s basketball, 

swimming and golf coach (winning a national championship in 1969).  West participated in the 

National Sports Institute in Bloomington, Indiana during the 1960s, was a nationally rated 

official, an active member of the Illinois Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, 

and Dance, and also became the director of women’s athletics at SIU. Her interests and passion 

for athletic opportunity propelled her into leadership positions as President of the AIAW in 1978 

and eventually as a leader in the NCAA where a room was named in honor in 2012 for her work 

and lasting impact she has had on the organization.  She has a true love for the game and 

identifies herself as a feminist, advocate for women’s equality and a lifelong fighter for justice.  

This series of three interviews over a six year period were the foundation for the dissertation, 

Circle More Before You Land by Ellyn L. Bartges, under the supervision of Dr. Synthia Sydnor 

of the Kinesiology & Community Health Department at The University of Illinois. 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Amateur Athletic Union (AAU); Industrial basketball League; The 

Division of Girl’s and Women’s Sports (DGWS); Christine H.B. Grant; Association for Intercollegiate 

Athletics for Women (AIAW); Illinois Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance 

(IAHPERD); National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA); Title IX; NACWAA; St. Petersburg 

High School; Florida State University; University of North Carolina at Greensboro (UNCG); University 

of Wisconsin; Boca Ciega High School; Southern Illinois University. 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a transcript 

of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the informal, 

conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library 

is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave 

these for the reader to judge. 
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