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Abstract
Paula Johnson Purdue, ERA Fight in Illinois, ISE-A-L-2018-061

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Paula Johnson was born in February
1947 in Hillsboro, Illinois to Harold and Pat Johnson who were engaged in farming. Her
hometown was Raymond, IL where she graduated from Lincolnwood High School in 1965.
She earned a BA degree in Home Economics Education in 1969 at Illinois State University
(ISU). She went on to study vocational education at Michigan State University, earning a
master’s degree. Her interest in politics later in life motivated her to also earn a MS degree in
political science at the University of Illinois Springfield (UIS). Paula Johnson married James
R. Purdue, a retired curator of zoology at ISU, in 1981. Their daughter Jenni was born in
1983.

Paula taught home economics at Battle Creek High School, Michigan, from 1969-1973,
and was a teacher and the Department Chair of Home Economics at Thornton High School,
Illinois from 1974-1976. In 1976 she was hired as a lobbyist for the Illinois Education
Association (IEA) and served in that position until 2004. After leaving the IEA she worked as
a lobbyist for various clients through 2012. The IEA was a major supporter of the Equal
Rights Amendment (ERA) and dominated her time as a lobbyist with that organization. She
knew the key political players involved in the protracted legislative effort to pass ERA, and
observed pro and anti ERA players.

Ms. Purdue was a Trustee of the Illinois Education Association Pension System and from
2012 served on the State Political Board of Planned Parenthood. She was also a member of
AAUW (American Association of University Women). During the 2018 passage of the ERA
she worked with COWL (Conference of Women Legislators) and observed her daughter Jenni
who has taken over her lobbying clients.

Subject Headings/Key Words: Equal Rights Amendment; ERA fight in Illinois, 1972-
1982; Illinois Education Association; lobbying for ERA,; Illinois State University; Michigan
State University; Conference of Women Legislators; Planned Parenthood; Home Economics

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial
purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701. Telephone
(217) 785-7955



