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DePue: Today is Tuesday, May 29, 2012. My name is Mark DeBuegctor ofOral
History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Libratyé m i n t he h o me
of Admiral Nils Ron Thunman,a&h you al ways go by Ron,
Thunman: Y e a h notNil$ Riosald Thunman.
DePue: Nils Ronald.
Thunman: AndlgobyRonyoudér e correct.
DePue: Or Admiral or sir.
Thunman:  Just about anythindlaughs)
DePue: Well, 1tds quitel aindhhwnwedot® ¢ail kg ttoo y
two or three sessionsthat would be my guessbecause you had a long and
illustrious career in the Naygnd you went to the Naval AcadenBut we
always start at the beginning of our stories here, andithgbur caseis
when and whergou were born.
Thunman: | was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1932, February 26, 1932. My family moved

around the country quite abitinthes9 as | d6m sure many f a
because that was how my father was able to have a job.
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Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

| wanted to give you an opportunity to take quite a bit of time talking about

A

your parentsL,et 6 s start out with your father,

his own to tell.

Yes. My father, from
Sweden, Sandviken, Swede
one of a family of terthe
oldest. He left home when hé
was twentyone, illegally
went into Norway, across the
border, to Oslo, broke a
shipping strike and got a job
on a Norwegian steamer and
shoveled coal, in the stoke =
hole, as they called it in
t hose days,
in itself. [There werég
terrible conditions that they
operated in. Got to the
United States, New York CityHe and a friend jumped ship and were illegal
entries.

Carl E. Thunman and his family in Sweden, circa 1919.

What year was that?

That was 1921. He, in Sslen, had doneeasonably wellworking in a steel
mill. Hed thught himself German arthlian and was involved with the

marketing in the steelmilBut he coul dnét g obecause t o

he didndét have the money. He was
youngstetin Sweden.

So he came to America. His mother had sewn a few crfSwnadish
coins]into his coat, and he had planned tiushping ship.

Why the United States?

Well, he just felt that America was the
opportunity of the world and alwayslleved
that, a great American, great nationalist. Bu
he got here. His friend went back to the ship
They were swindled out of their mondy 0 s
funny story. They were there New York
City at night andthey spotte&®100bill on
the ground and picked up. Someone came
out from the shadows
pick that up, | 6 mSa g
they offered to give him th§100.They
certainly didnétHewa

Carl Thunman as a Marine Corp, 1921

a

hi
pre
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said, AWell, if you can @i vvdemduadrew.
So he gave up the few crowns that he had in his coat and subsequently learned

that the$100wasa $100confederate bill. So there he wag had one dollar,

because pasted on the back of that dollar was a real U.S. Gbd&mwas how

theyhad put it together. So he h&#l.00,and his friend panicked and went

back.

| know that he had to sleep in flophouses. He was homeless in New
York City. But smehow he got to the Marine Corps recruiting statibare
in New York They saw this big, stng Swede, and | guess in 192Gu
didndét need much paperwor k thatyos uppor:t
looked like you were capable.

DePue: How old was he at the time?

Thunman: He was twentyone.

DePue: How much English did he speak?

Thunman: Interestingly, | was reading paper, written by my nieceandshe said that he
di dndot speak very much English when he
knew my dad to be wanting in English. Of coyise studied every day of his
life, somethinghe was studyig somethingSo | 6 m sur e that if

English when he got here, he fixed that in a few years.

But anyway, they enlisted him. The reason he had come to America
was he was chasing my mother, who had come to America earlier, when she
was fifteenrandb ecome a | adydés maid in New Yor |
family. She had been here five, six, seven years, went back to Sweden to visit
her parents, same hometown, Sandviken, and my father met her then. She
came back to America. He wanted, of coutsesontinue their relationship
here in America and came to call on,lreght after he got off the shi®f
course she looked at hirrand he was just a mess, with coal dust in his skin
and in his hands. He | ooked pedlemhty muc
very much on that steamer. So, she did
him go off on his own.

He was in the Marine Corps. He had an interesting career in the
Marine Corps. He became the heavyweight boxing champion &f. $i&.
Maryland a battleship, which was what they had in those days. They had
boxing teamsand they competed against each other. Then, he said he did fine
with that, until he saidsome little sailor knocked him out.

Then fewas able to get on the Marine Corps riflemeavhich was
guite an achievement in those days and
servicerifleteamy o u 6 r e s o mebtehci anugs es ptehceiyaldon ot w
He traveled arounthe worldon the rifle team, came back to America and
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Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

went back® see my mother agaitt had been a year or two. Now he looked a
lot more presentable.

Was he wearing a uniform?

Oh, yes, he was wearing a uniform, and
theret h at Anyadystiey decided to be mad. The family that my

mother worked for was a pretty powerful family, the Burden family. | think

they were powerful in U.S. Steel.

| know, this paper that | recently read, my mother talked about
watching Teddy Roosevelt having dinner in the family hbakk | thought it
would have been Teddy Roosevelt Jr., but then | got looking at the tiNing
it could have been Teddy Roosevelt himdadfcause she came over in about
1905, 1904. | do know that she told Mrs. Burden that she wanted to be
marriedandMr s. Bur den said, fAWell, you can:q
nobody should be married to a military

Sa she picked up the phone or however she was able to communicate
and talked to, | think, Teddy Roosevelt Jr., who wasatisestantecretary of

the Navyandsaidi 6d | i ke this young man to be
Corps a year earlyAnd he was, with an honorable discharge and all, with a
good record. Somewhere in all of my re

and the comments.
But he was okay with that, kind of being forced out?

Yeah, | think he was. Well, | think he was okay with it. | think he was head
over heels in love with this gand after all, he traveled halfway around the
world to follow her.

Well, your mom must be quite the looker.

Well, she was in those dayghe really was, a very, very stylish lady. | think

she learned all that from Mrs. Burden. She talked about this paper that | read a
bit, being up in Maine in the summertintéhe one gsiry thatl was able to

vali date was how she sl ammed the door
gone and it was rainy and black, and somebody was beating on theStieor

opened the doandslammed the door, and the guy started shouting at her.

She opaeed the door and looked at him again and slammed it, and it was
Vanderbilt.(both laugh)She thought he was a burglar of some sort.

Well, you didno6ét tell me the name for
that?

My father is Carl Erik Thuman, Er-i-k, and she was Julia Thunman,
Lindblom.
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DePue: Lindblom was her maiden name?

Thunman:  Yes. She had people in her background who were auttorsc an 6t r ecal |
names$ but who were distinguished in Sweden. Her father was the mayor of
the city, Sandviken, and as | understand it, had a drinking problem and lost a

| ot of his wealth. That 6s one of the r
DePue: A new start.
Thunman: A new start. Wel | , she di dnotwhem me wi't

she was fifteen years old, in third class steergge can imagine that. If you
watch the movieThe Titanig the third class steerage, and even in the movie
they showed the men stoking theilers But she was a great lady ahaddset
high standards for all of us. So anyway, they were mamisdi my brother
Carl, Carl Erik Jr

DePue: Is this with a K or a C?

Thunman: C. He was born about a year, year and a half later. My father was a wonderful
carpenter. Heés a wonderful engineer,
started out as a carpenter apprentice and a carpentequiekly became a
carpenter foreman and in many cases, superintendent of construction of
different projects around the country.

DePue: What year did they get married?
Thunman: It would have been about 1923@¢.
DePue: So was he basically an independemtractor during these early years?

Thunman: No, no. He went to work for a comparyead the other day;B Moon
Company. They had jobs all around the country, mainly in the Mig\éms0,
New York, lllinois. We also lived in Tennesse®ad he may haveavked for
the John Felmly Company at that time. He was at least the carpenter foreman
in these jobs, which was pretty good for a young fellow like that, but he was
very, very capable.

The interesting part of it was that in the3 ,&hethenimmigration
aut horities used to come to the jJjobs a
i mmi gr ant s woHe was stif anfillegal imynigran? ab that time.

(pause in recording)

DePue: Hold on. | need to get us started here again. We took a very quick andak
webre back at it.

Thunman:  Well, we were talking about my father working in thes @s a carpenter
foreman and the immigration authorities coming and asking him if he had any

5
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Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:
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illegal immigrants. They were pretty tough in those days; they took them

immed ately and sent them back. There wa
| know this worried my father. | was the youngest now of three children. My

brother, as | said, was born in about 1924, and | was born in 1932. My sister

was two years olderthan mybrfher , so | was the baby o
see a lot of what had gone on in thé&s.0

My question, before you get too much farther, how did he get into the
Marines?

Well, as | said earlier, | guess in 1921 there r emary standards think |

can understand that, because 1921, the war was over, prosperity in the country
was starting to come, and they were probably having a hard time making their
recruiting quotas. Thatodés the only thi

Plus, this big, handsomstrapping Swede. (both laugh)

Big strong Swede. But, on the other side of it, the immigration officials were
very thorough. | remember vaguely the6 3,discussions about his
citizenship, about he was worried. It seems to me, | can resallstions,

him talking with my wife in low tones, abalt

You mean your mom.

Yeah excuse mewith my mother, talking about the citizenship problem. |

dondt have .thesegodti mes GgRutitwasabost | nf or m
1939, wherhe finally decided that he had to make an official effort to get his
citizenship, and he did. | know that he had to write and get recommendations

from every place he had lived, from people, and every place he had widrked.

just wasnot afilsoutane tbenHd hae td pubtogetheraan

whole history and have it documented. He did,thatl | do recall him coming

home the day that he was naturalizdd had a little flagMy sister still has

that flag. | remember him sitting down at the dinfogm tableand he had

tears coming down his cheeks. He had gotten that monkey off his back. It was
guite a probl em, | 6 years.ur e, for him, fo

Nineteen thirtynine was the year?
Yeah.

Was that prior to September?

I dondt Kknow. I c a tothése recordsis hsaitll o ut . I d
should have.
The only reason I ém asking, because of

the date that Germany invatiPoland.
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Thunman:  Yes.
DePue: And Europe is once again in turmoil.

Thunman: Yes. Well, therebdbs a good story about
| said, there was no better American than my father, as far as being a strong,
patriotic man. Héoved America. God, nobody ever loved America like my
father did and taughis, his children, to love America. When the war started,
whenthe Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, he came out on the front step of the
house| can still look at himl was up in a cheyrtree. | looked at hirrand he
was absolutely dark with raggjust thought | had done something terrible,
like leaving one of the saws out in the rain or somettBig.he had to talk to
somebody aboutitnd he yelled up at edPearln The J
Har blordiodnét even know what Pearl Harb

But he immediately tried to joiThe new corps that the Navy was
forming was the Seabees, a construction battalion. He put together all the
thingsthat arenecessary. They were delighted to hbaie, because he had so
much experience in building and leading men to build things, right down
where the rubber meets the roaght downat the project level. It was all set
up, and they were going to make him a lieutenant commander. He was really
pleagd with it | remember that. This was in the eadlys.0My mother was
really concerned about it. Then, when
himbecause he di dnd lbstdilhivteeth,aaspeople dicin h. He
those days,inthe 3.0Myy mot her di dndédt have any t e
would not take hinb e ¢ a u s was fdrious about that, because he wanted to
serve.

And he did serve. I f you go around
the factories that were built in that tipde wasinvolved in llliopolis, they
built llliopolis, for example. They built, | know, Galesburg. He would come
home once a week. They were working ten, twelve, fourteen htberd) e 6 d
drive home. | remembehatin thed 4 feallywaswhen he became part diet
executive part of organization of the construction companies that he was
working for.

He ended up working for the Alzina Construction Compéaeye in
Springfield. Mr. Muethhe ownedhe companyHe [Carl]worked directly for
Mr. Mueth. He had workedith the John Felmly Companyheybuilt the
hospital, Springfield Memorial Hospital.

DePue: What was the last name?

Thunman: Felmly. Fe-l-m-I-y. They built the Springfield hospitahey built the John
Jay Homestheybuilt the power plant, the Springfd Power Plant. HECarl]
wassuperintendendf constructionof all those big efforts. He started as a
carpenter apprenticand he made his way up to that.



Nils Ronald Thunman: Interview #VRC-A-L-201202301

DePue: |l know that yoandveycecu bgatn ti oWh&Br2i ngf i e
was the familyiving between that timeframe?

Thunman:  Well, as | said, they moved about every six months. Of course, | was born in
Ohio. We lived in a couple of places in Ohio. | vaguely remember being in a
boat, in a flood, wherever that could have been, but | remetmieiVe lived
in Springfield when the lake was builtThey were here the first timein
Tennessee, in Richmond, Virginia, where they built the big model tobacco
company, which went on to be the Lucky Strdeenpany and in New York
City. Heworked on somefdhe skyscrapers in New York City.

DePue: But this is always with CB ModhThey were sending him to different
projects?

Thunman: Yes, CB Moon would.

DePue: One other questiqmefore we get into the Springfield years. You mentioned
that you could remembdearing your parents talking in low tones, about his
citizenship problem.

Thunman: Yeah.
DePue: Did they speak Swedish at home?

Thunman:  Oh, yes. Not much,notmucbbnl vy when they didnodt want
none of us can speak Swedish. My brothex, peore than anybody else.

DePue: Was that a conscious effort on their part, to make sure

Thunman: Yes, it was a conscious effort. They did not want us to have an accent, so that
was just the way they ran the household. The only thing | can do in Swedish
beautifully, is swear.

DePue: |l Om sure t hatbotclaughpg s i n handy.

Thunman:  Well, it did. It got so, when | was skipper of a submarine, | would swear in
Swedish It got so that some of my crew would start swearing in Swedish.

(laughs)

| went out ad played golf one day with a Swedish naval attaché in
Washingtonand he said to me, AWel |l &®lurely
said fiwell, |l 611 speak pretty corsesih all t he
Swedish. | started off with this. He listenedtgan d he sai d, A Gosh
donethatso well, wonderful pronunciation and.alHe s ai d, fABut you

sai d some t(bathrlaugh) e t hi ngs. 0

But that was the& They did not want us to be discriminated against.
In those daysthere were a lot of immigr&s) and there was a lot of

8
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DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

discrimination People stayed together, the different ethnic groups. The

Scandinavian Societyere in Springfieldwas a big society remember

Mayor lleson was a Swede, and we went to various affairs with the mayor and
othersA coupl e of Springfieldds most di st
They would have meetings, they would have a lot of entertainment sessions

one way or anothepicnics, dances.

How did the family end up settling and staying in Springfield?

My mot her, when she got here, Shehe said
said that to him. Plus, | think he was promoted in the organization, because he
wagl think the first job he worked her

Jay Homes facility, whila was probably part of the Depression.
The John Hay Homes, you say?

Yes. | think that was part of the Depression. These were, of course, the homes

that were given to the homeleske was thesuperintendenodf constructionfor

that projectand it was a big project. Today it exists in a different form

Theydbve completely taken those down an
theydre now apartments or theyo6ére dupl
leader in the construction effoRrom there,lien there was reason for him to

stay theMemorial Hospitalthe lake projeca n d

Was there something about Springfield that your mother found especially
attractive or wasshe justired of moving@

She was not going to mowamy morel guesin theé 3,@hsy probably and

| d o n @ tut kaved wvery couple of months, so that he could have a job.

He was not about to take any sort of handout from anybody, any sort of
charity from anybody. He didndét believ

Well, by 1940641, the economy is starting to turn arouas well.

Yes, yes, yes, for the first ti me. He
think people would call it an extreme amount of money, but he made a lot of
money during the wabut he worked very hard. They built a couple of those

tank factories in llliopolis, | think, in a couple of months.

Well | know they had an ammunition plant there. Was that something he was
involved in?

He was involved with these thingdl across the statéthink the company

that he was working for at that time was the John Felmly Company, which
still goes onlts headquarters are in Bloomington. He was their number one
superintendenof construction They had a number of things goiog.
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Thunman:
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Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

And superintendent, meaning hebds the g
the
Hebés thé gwynnwhnog t he wkdeléésjobe | mea

one Everything thatgoesomt hat j obsi te,.Ahdhés respo

reports in to wbever owns the company. He made a lot of money for some

peoplel 6ve al ways felt that handsynkly he shou

dad was not a very good businessman.
money, other than what he needed to run hislyami

Was the family religiousvhen you guys were growing up?

Oh, yes. We went to church every Sundayd that was an important thing,
especially to my mother. | was confirmed here, at the Grace Lutheran Church
here in Springfield. As a nit@r of fact, | got a nice letter from a lady in the
church, saying that she recalls when | was confirmed at the church.

Was Grace, at that time, Swedish and Norwegian?

It was the Augustana Lutheran, which is frankly, the looser Luthdrasmasl
not the strict German Lutheran and other Lutherans

So the Germans and t hehuBwedes di dnot

No. Certainly not in the church. We lived in Richmond, Virginia, in a little
community where everything revolved around the church. That was an
interesting experience, because tbang pastor, his name was Bailey, he was
only in his earlyd 2.(Hs played baseball with the congregatiowas a little

guy running aroundnd le became a good friendll my life, interestingly, he
would send me a birthday card and write me a note.

Then, we kind of hooked up agahenl was in the militaryand he
became the chief of chaplains for his denomination. He was a Mett#ualist
you know, each denomination has their own person who administrates their
chaplain community, and he became thetbf the Methodists.

Then he started to use me as kindé@Mdhenever he had anything he
wanted to do with the military, heod
it for him, whether | wanted to do it or not. He was a wonderful guy. He ended
up witha daily column in théos Angeles Times H e 6 sknown pastol ih
America.

When you first came to Springfieldndthe family came here, where did you
end up living to begin with?

We started off at 1819 West Jefferséi that time WesJefferson was two
lane. There were no commercial facilities. There was one grocery store at the
corner of Amos and West Jeffersamd down at Bruns Lane, where it

10
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intercepted Jefferson, there was a gas stafibat was about it. The rest were
a few hones, mostly farm or orchards. We lived in an orchard, a nice little
house set away from the road, and a pretty big farm area.

My dad always liked to do that. He always looked for a place outside
of the city. | remember in Tennessee, we lived on a faria fammlike
community. In Virginia we lived on a farm. He would go out and find them
and rent them. Of course they didndt b
around.

| rememberin Virginia, |

would wander through the woods by
myself and find gravesom the Civil
War, little graveyards that had been
put together then. | went everywhere
| had a couple of big Chow dogs that
went with me, and nobody was ever
worried about mgbecause of these
Chows. Everybody stood away from
us because of those dogs.

We were there on West Jefferson,
and | started out in a ofreom
schoolhouse on Bruns Lane. You
went down Bruns Lanend you went
off the road all | can recall is maybe ¥
half a block and there was a one
room schoolhouse. It was a good
school | really liked it. I still

remember some of the books we
read Young Ron Thunman, at age six, when the family
' lived outside of Nashville, Tennessee, circa 1938.

DePue: This would have been right when you got here, probably in first or second
grade?

Thunman: It was the fourth grade. | had skipped the second grade. When we moved to
Virginia, apparently we movedr om New Yor k City to Dre
Virginia, which is just outside of Richmond. | came home from school the
first day, and my mother, who was always so interested in my eduéatvon
mother wadanatic about it. | can recallhe saidfiwell now tell meabout the
school. How was itWhat did you learnWh at ar e vy d\pparentyudy i ng

| said to her, AThéeé cause aeweomnytehmifud Is@&
studied | ast year.o
That infuriated her, |l guessg becau

down to see the principal of the school. Now this is this little immigrant lady,

11
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DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

t h agbn&down and convinakthatprincipal that | should be moved ahead.
And he did.

All I know is | was in the second gradend the teacher came in and
said, GiWNe®,ggygtout o go si So,lwastinlthethide t hi r d
grade and | remember sitting next goboyd | still remember his name
Bobby in one of these tweeaters that you had in those dayso of you
sat together in a little bendike thing.Andl s ai d t o hi m, I s ai
studyHengs?ai d, fAWeodr e otsuadiyd ,n gi Whua ttdisp Itif
(both laugh)

Isaythatand i1 todés kind of funny, but it
of my time through my grade school and high schealy. | was always a
little behind, not so much academically, | could handle the academics, but |
was always a little bit behind the age group.

Not mature enough.
It probably would have been bettbad | not skipped a grade.
Yeah, lut your mother had different notions about it.

Oh, yes. My father, his interest in academics was mathematics. He said you

had to make an Ainmathematits | di dndét make an A in
was hell to payThat was all the way throughchh s cho ol . Now, he
press on anything else, but anything that had to do with mathematics, | had to.

What was the reason for that, do you know?

Well, it could be his incredible interest in math. My dad was a mathematician,
lovedit, spent his wholdifeé | can recall coming home late from a date,
hoping that he wasinbede 6 d b e s, atl:@0in thg morning with

some sort of a math book in front of him or a book on applications of math in
construction. He was a wonderful mathatician.

He invented a slide rulé remember when he did this, in the4 .He
did the whole thing. My father was a wonderful artist t@ovget none of
that ability, but his brothers and sisters were good artists. One of them, | think,
was recognize in Sweden later on. But he built the slide rule out of
cardboard, hard cardboatde did all the marking and etching of it himself,
with India ink. It was a slide rule that you wouldeto determine how much
steel you would have to use in the constarctif a concrete road or bridge or
structure It got publishedn McGrawHill, in a McGraw-Hill book on this
subject He was so pleased with that. He was so pleased and proud of that, that
he had done thist turns outhe did not patent.itt was immedately picked
up, and they were sold for years.

Another missed opportunity.

12
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Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

(both laugh As | told you earlier on, he was not a man who was interested in
making a loé He was so proud of the fact that he had been published by
McGraw-Hill, in this book. Sphe was a mathematiciaamdt hat 6 s wher e
stressvent

| can recall in high school, sitting with him at the dining room table,
arguing with him about how to sol&eDo you remember the word problems
thatwe still workedin algebra?Ve woud sit there and work those things. But
they were both very much interested in my educatitnnk they felt that |
had great abilityln fact | know that.

Did they have the same expectations for your other siblings?

They did. My otherisb | i ng s, | dondt t hi,bckausgot t h
first, | was the youngest. They used to say | was the Depressiondbaby
courseporn in the very depths of the Depression 613 2donét t hi nk w

went any further downthanwe didé@®2. | heard my mot her s
the person who entertained us. We had no entertainménh er tlhan you.
didndét realize that, but they put a | o

Does that mean that your other brotiéelsother or sister or both?
Brother and sister.
They figured that you were the spoiled pmaybe?

| did, but we haé They were so good to me all my life. They never treated
me as if | was spoiled. | probably was spailedas, not probably. But we
always so close. My bther was like my fathehe was so many years older
than | was. Everything | learned about sports and things like that, | learned
from my brother.

My brother, it was funny, he was ldfanded So,when he taught me
how to play basketball, | thoughtldha t o do everything with
watch himand | got it all screwed up, between my legs and my harnds
coach had a hard time getting it arranged so that when | went up to shoot with
my right hand, my right leg came uRePue laughsBut it turned out good,
because then | became a little bit ambidextrous.

But my brother and Werevery close. He wadrankly, a lot smarter
than | was, my brother. He went on to the University of lllinois and was
designated, in thé &,0as @istinguished Engieering Graduatef the
University of lllinois. Not many people get thdtstinguishedrecognition.

And that 6ds,i tabts lae avsetr yt cedlaiyt e engi neer.

Very elite, yes. His was a sad starythat in about 1935 or so, he psckup a
firecracker He picked up what they called a torpedo, and it blenirupis
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eye. It must have been something. My n
money to take hinmto the medical treatment that he shouldRuit in any

case, hdostthe ug of that eye. It was looking askankke could not

synchronize it with his other eyle really went on in his life with one eye

He, amazingly, did all that he did with that one eye.

In World War 1|, though, is where it was bad, because all of his
buddes went into the militaryHe wanted so much to gand he was left
behind. As a matter of fact, he had put together a plaare he got people to
help him go back through the interview and take the eye exam again, where he
used his one eyand then hesed the same eye the second time. He had some
people there that they were jostling arourd got through the exam, got
down to the train statiénHe had flunked the exam earlier.

So he was down at the train station with everybody, getting ready to
go,and he sergeant saw hi m ;avhatareyyauy s, f He
doi ng Ihedrse2mo0 bad, because he was a Vi
So anyway, he did not go off to wand that hurt him, that hurt his feelings.
He always felt that he wamt oneof the guys, agou canimagine, you
especially would imaginé’ou know,all of your friendsgpand you canot

He went off to the University of lllinois and graduated and went to
work for the state and always worked for the state. He was oéfdriedow
Hanson Engineers, old Mr. Hangbmot old, he was young thenwvanted
him toé They were contemporariegnd he wanted my brother to work with
him. He stayed with the state and became a world expert-stnessed
concreteand, hter, was on the National Ademy of Sciences, was a member
of the boardThey used to send him out around the world to investigate new
pre-stressed concrete designs and to comment on them.

He had a great life. He loved to sail, a great sailor, a racer, sailing. |
was afraid to sail wh him, because | used to tell him that | spent my whole
life trying to keep from hitting othershipg nd he di dnét care.

DePue: (both laughWe | I , I woul d think thatoés a bit
perceptionbecause you

Thunman:  Well, | used to play handball with my brothand | used to feel so sorry for
himbecause hedd ,ged bheddosmaehwahé wall
because he di dnoét .HReaonlghadtheonekygepiside. per c e
But he redly lived a normal life. Havasa good golfer and a very smart guy.

DePue: What 6s hi s name?
Thunman:  Carl Erik Jr.

DePue: | guess yoa tiad mentioned that before.
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Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

My sister, Phyllis, who | think was the best of the three, beautiful girl,

absolutey perfect A student, needed no help anywhesey, very popular in

high school and graduatdajtgr aduat ed at a poibnt when
and my brother was in college, was at the University of lllincish ey di dn o't
havethe money to send her on to complete her college education.

She went to William Woods College in Missouri, Fulton, Missouri,
where Churchill made his famous Westminster speech about the Iron Curtain.
She got her degaoate foiriears. 8he blwatys faltbad n 6t g
t hat she coul dn 64yearglegreesime ga Imedtwegeart her f o
degree.

A wonderful girl, just absolutely wonderfyShe] married a young
naval officer who had gone through the-12 program there at Wesinster.
They sent him on to Northwesteand then he was in the Pacific for a couple
of years, on a patrol craft, and came batiey had a great liféwo
wonder f ul kids and all kinds of grandc
family. But she wageally talentedTh e r e wapsinabcte asnhye di dnot
she immediately was moved into the better part of whatever they were
involved with.

In later years, [fourdlShe and my father woul d t &
well daddy used to say this or daddy useday that, and give me this advice

and that advice. |l never had that fron
himé Every once in a while, he gave me just a little bit of advice, but it
wasétetbd say, Alf | were you, | 6d do t |

Was that just a different stage of hisJder heds busier with h

| dondt know. |l al ways used to think t
knowe | went to work for him when | was fourteen, when they were building
the powerplanbut at the | ake. He had broke s

union, because you were supposed to be fifteen to join the. liliecame the

water boy on the site. It was a site of a couple of hundred men and one water

boy. I never in my whole life, tryig to get around that site in the hot lllinois

sun to get water to those men. é&dedone the same thing to my brother. My

brother was the water boy on the John Hay Homes. My brother used to say,
AWhen | | eft that | oButthéwaidorlyihavetde t hr e e
oneg and he felt that was enough.

Thenl workedwhen the Bressmer Building downturn burned down. |
worked on that one summer, as a common laborer. They had a process where
they knockedhll the tilg and everything came dowxou ended p with
nothing but a steel structure, story structure of steel beanmi$he plan was
you first brought forms up around each beam and laid concrete beams, and
then you put flooring across. To do that, you had machirnkesk he had
designed those mactas to lift those beam enclosures Bpt, to move these
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DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

machines aroungou had to have pathwayshe pathways were set by two
by-tens, tweinch by terinch planks, about twelve foot lontvelve feet long.
| talk like my fatherit was always twelve fadong.

All of a sudden | was given the job of setting up these twieleetwo-
by-tens, up in these beams. They gave me adayi dnét wor k f or h
worked for the carpenter foremargave me a day to practice in an area where
it was fairly close to thground | was scared to death, walking these four
inch I-beams especially carrying a twelv®@ot two-by-ten.

Those arenoét | ight.

It turns out, theyodore pretty good to h
t hem, but | atthe tine.®0 initrally,d dtarrted ¢he jdbivould

scoot along, and everybody would laugh at me, the whole job. | finally got up

and llearned tavalk those foutinch I-beams It was great training for you

always felt that he always had somethikg lihatHe woul d say, 0 Yeece
that ggookagn do that. o

Your mother didndét intervene on your b
No. Il dondt knbwtifhabhésdwbhatrl|l ndi d. I
walked thosd-beamsexcept | would not walk them on tamn the very top

floor, where you didndét have another c
there He always had that kind of a thing. He never understood the athletics.

He didndét understand football and what

the rulesButhe wouldgoHe woul dndt s;dewoutddyusth about
always try to be there.

Did your mother work then?

My mother worked during the wan a canning factoryl remember that. At

that time, we lived over on South Douglas Stréét. went from West

Jefferson and my school yearsé | | kind of go owver them
room schoolhouse, and then they had to pay the money to get me to go to

Dubois School, from West Jeffersdrhey paid that tax, whatever it was. And
thenshemadmy f at her move to South Dougl as,
place we had out at West Jefferson. We moved to South Dosglasould

go to Butler. In those days, Butler was the best elementary school in the city.

Then, of course, | went on to Springéidiigh School. We moved again, to

South WalnutSo, we lived in three different places here in Springfield.

Did you go to middle school at Butler as well?

Well, 1 got to Butler in abouthe sixth gradeGot into a little trouble to begin
with. | remember the principal, MHead was a nice man, called me and my
mother in I& been therelaut amonth or two He said that Ronnie plays too
rough. Well, | was just playing the way we played over at Dubois. Dubois in
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DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

those days t h a t thesougiv ugsr (leoth laugh. |1 was scared to death
aboutitBut |1 611 never forget, he said, i We
him to pl ay delbreght oute dnifahpl thoughs thiois the

most wonderful thing that ever happened to naButler Grade School

basketball team uniform, which was a jacket that said Butler on the back of it.

He said, fAHeol | gobubnhebe bpeHehl&ydp bbbkl ct
tooough. O

How tall were you back then?

|l didndét really grow up to be a | ot t a
freshman in high school. | wasaveragé | was maybe a little bit taller. But

that was a big day, when | got that unifoirthought that was | was willing

to agree to anything.

Youdbve talked a | ot about both your mo
say, looking back at it now, had the bigger influence on you?

Well, itdés a hard t lymnothgr, Ithmkhadiadigggern gui s h
influence in developing me to deal with other people and to deal with the

culture, and to have high standards in my character, as welhdmtever

professional ability | had. She had learned a lot, I think, living wiilh lddy.

Well, in this paper | 6ve got, it t a
considered my mother as a daughter. They had no family, so wherever they
went, my mother went with them. | think she learned a lot from those many
years of experience with e r . Most people here, that
who knew her just loved heBhe was such a lovely, gracious person.

She was al ways worried that her han
taught herself English and how to write Englikh6é s i n;tséllhavs t i n g
some of her letters. They were maybe a little difficult to yeatiher English
composition was excellent. She was always worried about that.

My father, though, heotsehighhe one who
professional standards and the impode of those standards in whatever you
did. Maybe on the negative side, my dad had a terrible temper. | had his
temper as wel | . |l 6m not sure | coul d h
feeling that are genes involved with that, that you cannaidyef. My father,
the one thing he hated more than anything else, if anybody ever lied.tb him
was the same wauwll through my careeif | found somebody who was lying
at all, it wasiKaty bar the gatefor that poor guy.

You mentioned Pearl Hiaor before. Do you have any personal memories
about that, other than your experience with your dad?

No, other than | was very interested in the military, playing soldiers, being
soldiers, playing with toy soldiers.
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DePue:
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DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:
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DePue:

Thunman:
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After Pearl Harbor or en before that?

| think even beforgbut it certainly amplifiedDuring World War II, when my
dad started to make some money, | remember one Christmas he bought me
three companies of West Point cadets in toy soldneisl had | remember
those.l still have one of them left.

In their dress uniforms?
In their dress uniformsih-huh | still have one left.
Were you one of those kids who was following what was going on in the war?

Yes. | remember reading Richard Trega i s 6 onGwadalcanal Diary

and | think he had a couple of other books about what was going on in the

Pacific. And | had an airplane spotter book. | could tell you everything there

was to know about everybodyodsfarairpl ane
what caliber of weapons they hadvas into that, loved iBut, asfar as

following it stepby-stepby-s t e p, I dondot recall doing
out certain areas and kind of dwelling on them.

Why did your mom get a job during thianheframe?

Wel | I dondt think the momglyothereal | v s

was at University of lllinois. | think she got a job because she could. My

brother was gonemy sister was at William Woods, and | was there. | think it

wasto get some extra monelhey were trying to buy a houdeguess. They

were getting ready td guessto reach the retirement age. They were a little

ol der at that point. My dad really did
part of the early 4.0

Do you remember things like rationing?
Oh, yes.
And bond drives and metal drives, things like that?

Oh, yeah, paper drives. | was in the middle of those paper drives and coat

hanger drives. Paper drives were wonderfuld ed t o sit i n peop
read theiesquires(bothlaughThey 6d have them stacked
high, with all the pretty girls in themiWWe thought that was a great thing to do.

Paper drivesandwe had coat hangers and rationing. My fatiesat arfiAo

card[gas ration cardior his car, which he drove all around the stateen we

had a car at home that my sister haith afiCo card, which you certainly

didndét have. as much gas

It was a Lincoln Zephyr. My dad had bought it in 1936, fitst year
ever manufacturedt was a sloped back car, you know. | think it was the first
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DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

sloped back car, laeautiful car. It had been a demonstrator, twelve cylinders

imagine He bought that caand he had it all the way up until | left for the

NavalAc ad e my . | dondédt know how many hund
put in it, to try to keep it running. He loved it. My brother used to drive it back

and forth from the University of lllinois and brag that he would drive a

hundred miles an houit was oty a two lane road between here and

Champaign, but he could make a hundred in that car.

Therewereprobably a few stop signs in between,tooh?
| dondédt know if he saw them or not. (b

Well, your dad must have been doinlpiof traveling. The places youv e
talked about him just moving around the state, doing a lot of construction
jobs.

Yes, he did. During the war, he was really involved almost seven days a week.

Of course it was a timevhen you go baclk o y rdally fursto read, if you

get a chance, what went on in the country to prepare for the war, to prepare

industry to fight the war. It was incredible, some of the thingswiea¢done.

|l 6m not sure we could do them tyday. T
and say, youorangoiymng oOotre wilndg toi duil
youbdbre going to ,ged weddonealyy ybhi ¢ hi is
it.

| was thinking earlier that maybe the government might frown on a fourteen
or fifteenyearold kid balancing a twdy-four.

A two-by-ten.
A two-by-ten, on arl-beam walking around there. They might not like that.

You know, one other point about my father, to prove that he was kind of

training me, was we had thisrpanter foremanCarter Hall was his namele

coul dn@dndrkereadwasnbt ;e waaalgberifotemade f or e ma
ran the laborers. He would have me around whenever they delivered concrete

or things and | would sign for it. He nevertold me haico d n b utr elae 6 d
say, ALoarkd aste @ hiaft Bitkbetwaslalwaykse maaktay . 0

me God he was always on my back about not moving fast enough or getting

enough done. In later years, | saw himonetemaed | sai d, fACarte
atwmgh guy tbBewsakdfofiOb, no, noke youdv
said, AYour fatBertmatdésmwhgolthht nk h
training. (laugls)

He was grooming you all along.

Thatds right.
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DePue: Were they telling yowvhat their aspirations were for you?

Thunman: No, no, other than youbogongtggoitong t o go
college. Thatwasthere hat was set from the very b
the Naval Academy contacted me about coming to the acatthatthat even
came on the horizon.

DePue: Welbt hat 6s a I ittle bit ahead of our st
guestions about growing up, especially during the war itself. You were a
teenager at that time, early teghthink. Were you one of theskids who was
watching the movies and paying attention to the newsreels and reading the
papers?

Thunman: Oh yes, oh yes. Well, really, the movies, but | can recall reading the papers. |
didnot follow the war i n andwbeen cal pr o
moved back to here to here to here, but | was always very interested. | was
always very interested in the military and frankly, more interested in the Army
than | was the Navy. The ddaawy, tdfe yc cuar
much in the newsréeabout the Navy.

The war years to me, if | was going to sum them up, were years of a
great change in my family, because the family became more prosperous,
becaus®f what my father was doing. Andf coursel was growing into
those years where | wasidg a lot of interesting thing. Athletics came into
my life in a big way.

DePue: When did your interest in going to a military academy start?

Thunman:  Well, | was interested in the Naval Academy because of the wonderfuFArmy
Navy football games in the &6 4.0 can remember my junior year in high
school , sitt i n\eweratraveing to & mskdtb@lsgantealm
those daysthey had threeorfourcasnd t heyd6d put the tea
to those great ArmiNavy football gamedNavy, for ®me reason, sounded
more romantic to me inthosegames can ot t thdnthe Armyu why
did, although the Army would wirflaughs)

DePue: | was going to say, that was the heyday of Army footlath Blanchard and
Davis.!

Thunman: Blanchard and Davis, yesitwA&ut t hat 6s when it.l first
thoughtThat 6 s s dorgetémh earweabys not hing | i ke th

1 Felix Anthony"Doc" Blanchard(December 11, 1924 April 19, 2009) is best known as the cokefpotball
player who became the first ever junior to win the Heisman Trophy, Maxwell Award and was the first ever
football player to win the James E. Sullivan Award, all in 1945. He played football for the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, where he vka®wn as'Mr. Inside" After football, he served in the U.S. Air Force
from 1947 until 1971 when he retired with the rank of colonel.

2 Glenn Woodward DavigDecember 26, 1924 March 9, 2005) was a professional football player for the Los
Angeles Rams. #lis best known for his college football career for the U.S. Military Academy at West Point,
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ever do. My thoughtwas guess | 61| go t,tketmphe Uni v
brother That was what was going to happen.

DePue: So you were in high school from 19451942

Thunman: That és right. | graduated in the summe

school, when a young Naval Academy midshipman came to the door one
night, rang the doorbell opened it up, and there he was, in his uniform. He
said that he wuld like to talk to me about going to the Naval Academy. The
rules were, at that point, that the academy could not contact you dibetly
they could respond to you if you wrote them a letter, if you made some
contact with them on your own. He sat doandtalked withme and said, you

know, fAThe academy woul d ,andtellthem | i ke f
that you might be interested in coming
DePue: Why was he interested in you?
Thunman:  Well, the academy, of courdead the Naval Academy Foundatjonh i ch | 0 m
a big member. | 6t nowdrebutetdtpveemeen

several yearBut the foundationstill spread across the country, looking for

athletes who could make it through the Naval Academy and who would fit the
mold; justlike the Army. So my name had come up on the radar screen
somehow, |l dondédt’' know, but Rip Miller

DePue: Rip Miller?

Thunman: Rip Miller, a spectacular guy. E.EE.Ed g ar HMiller fadRbegn orle of
the seven mules with the four horsemen at Notre Dame and had become the
assistant athletic director at the Naval Academy, responsible for recrtieng.
had dispatched this young midshipman to come and see me with that
information. Of course, | just thougitwasi ncr e d i bwogdérfut wa s

| wrote to him and the wheels started turning. The next thing | know is
t hat Ri p Mil | er ofsendofePeterMackwhp wasthess a g o o d
congressman here in town, the local congresshibewas a good friend of
the secretary of Peter Mackhey started negotiatingvhat was required to
get an appointment for this young n?an

from 1943 to 1946, where he was knowr'lsls. Outside” He was named a consensus-Atherican three

times, and in 1946 won the Heisman Trophy and was n&petirg NewsPlayer of the Year and Associated

Press Athlete of the Year.

3 Born in Carlinville, IL, Peter Mack attended the public schools and Blackburn College in Carlinville and St.
Louis (MO) University, took special courses in aviation at Springfield @ikijpJunior College and St. Louis
University. He engaged in the automotive sales and service business in Carlinville. A licensed commercial pilot,
he enlisted in U.S. Navy in 1942 and served four years in naval air force as a Naval Reserve officerk with ra

of commander.
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DePue:

Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:

Well, Macksaid he was a Demaoat, and of course my father was
always a Republican, interestingly, considering his working backgr@utid.
theytalkedand t hey said well, heds going to
weodoll even consider him. Rip Miller go
Honaable something Sasser, of Maryland, an alternate appointment. In those
days you had a primary appointmghen several alternated dondét know
how many the congressman gatothat | could take the exam.

| can remember being notified that the exam was going to be.diven
wasin like the March timeframe. | was still a senior in high schbol ha d n 6 t
finished up | went down to theost office here in towrnThere must have
been twenty young mehere all taking the exams.

For both academies?

| think it was only the Naval Academin fact | 6 m s u onky thenNaval

Academy that dayrhey were very carefultotegfou, i dw | ook, dondt
guess It was multiple choiceilDon 6t guess. | f,therou know
answer it, but if you put the wrong answer down, you pick the wrong answer,

then you lose twice as much in the grading scheme than if you just left it

blanko | went the first daylt was two days of exams, two full days. The

Navy and | think each service didthey created their own examination; it

wa s n 6t [ScholaStia Aptitude Tescoré. There was no such thing in

those days.

| came home the firstdag nd | said to my mother,
goi ng |bamé Me other people down there, many of theereone or
twoyearsofcollegand during t he bhoewadngthey hey 6 d
gotdoneThey é6d get 130 6onr jluSsOt.arnhesedbeediee8 On e
|l can remember, AYoudbre going to go ba

So | went back and passed. | still have the grade slips upstairs. | got a
feeling that they may have been adjusted d o n §lecaksa tbene were a
couple of2.5sin there And as you recall, from your days, our days, 2.5 in
those days was just barely passing.

That was a C?

Ona4.0scale. Solhad acouplé of 6 d d simneathématis, but the

2.5s, one of themwas in physicc hadnoét fhool phgslceeydt hi gh s
and the other one, | think waseirl forget what it was in, maybe histoyut |

passedand it turned out | was the only one who passed in the whole.group
Mackbés appointments were open, .because

“The SAT isoneof two standardized college admissions tests in the U.S. (The other is theTh@Testwas
originally adapted from and Army I1Q test and administered as a college admissions test for the first time in

1926.
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Therewas a skirmish that d o n §that vkent ornwl got a letter from Rip
Miller. Hesaid he wanted me to come to Annapolis.

So, dtheend oftheyeat di dndét go to my high s
sent me a ticket on a train to Washington, D.C., anddbem to Annapolis,
and stayed in Rip Mill eragonthehillse, a wo
there We went to Washington to meet differeningressmen, to see if they
could get me an appointment. | met three or four, walked through the halls of
the Houséuildings there at the timendtalked to someongressmen. Came
home, di dnodt gMackhadbacked pupod hisrdeantreatnfi
passed hedd give nie tohnoeu.ghSo, ;iWedts ,wast 60
badi t 6s a good try.

Before we get too far ahead of the story though, one of the things that caught
their attention in the first place was your high school athletic prqwess
apparently.

Yes.

And youod
overthatSi nc e

a member of the
SpringfieldHigh
SchoolHall of Fame,
we need to talk about
that a little bit.

Well, in football and
basketball, a little bit
of track

Wherewereyou going
to school?

Springfield High
School. | went out for
football. Of coursel
was into athdtics in
those days, mainly
football, the
magazines and the
games and all and
started playing
football. | had a great
coach, Bill Roellig,
who was well known
throughout lllinois.

A composite of newspaper clippings from the November 23, 1948 Chicago
Tribune, reporting that Ron Thunman was on the All-State team.
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His experience had beérHe had run the physical training at Great Lakes
during World War 11, of all the recruits. Here again, | was a year younger than
everybody else, contemporari@ait | started and | had a couple funny things
happen.

When | was a sophomore, | went out, stood in line to get my uniform,
a hot August day, gohé pads and the uniform. We were out, starting the
practices, and theydd been practicing
practiced most of Augusih high school. Bill Roellig came up to me one day
He was a tough gywnd he saidh Yu guysphesaidg fAl tell you gu
yourpadsand you d o noBédchewedam metaloeténd he said,
AWhere are youlr aidd, mli.gttepradih@da ie an
notl? s ai dt,heiywedildndt give me any. They
gotinthel i nTeh.adt ki nd of brought me to his
playing for a couple of weeks without any pageth laugh)

DePue: He s ai d, toufhlkid i Bsthatright? a

Thunman: He is atough kid. | played my junior year and rgathrted to play reasonably
well. Then my senior year, | had a great year in football. The team was
undefeated. We had seven wins and two ties. It was a great smagdmad a
good year. | was the center on the teBot Roellig this was interesting to
me he would have the regular huddle, but before the huddle, he would have

Ron Thunman made the All-State Football Team during his senior year at Springfield High School in 1948.
Thunman held down the center spot on the Springfield High School team, and earned a reputation for
diagnosing plays and intercepting passes.

me and the quarterbaglettogether and talk about the play. Then, | would go
up to the line by myselaind Bobby g = :

Slack, who was the quarterback,
would go into call the play. Well,
the play had already been called
You coul dndét <cha
kind of involved with setting the
plays I think Roellig did that
purposely. It was an unusual thing
to do.Butl had a great yeal was
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al-st at e, f mads $evetaldnteroeptiohsauring the different games.
DePue: You were playing both directions then?

Thunman: Oh, yeah, offensive. | played all but two minutes of the entire sptson
coach never took me out. He used to take everybody el¢eloerilwed d g et
ahead and everythingut | would stay | think he did that to add that into my
resume.

DePue: What position did you play on defense?

Thunman: LinebackerThat was where | really maéld got a lot of publicity at
linebacker, mainly interceptions. BEvéhe article there in th@hicago Daily
Newstalked about skill, divining aerial plays, or words to that effect. | played
well. But | was a big guyand | was used to playing in a tough environment
So it was a great year.

My basketbakk My sophomore yar, | was afraid to go oultthought |
was too clumsyThe coach, who was also a wonderful man, Herb
Scheffleé 1think the Scheffler boys, his kids, ended up as principals at
Springfield. It was his first year as a
coach My junior year, he made me
come ait and really taught me how to
play basketball. We had a great team
my junior year. We were upset. We
should have gone on to win the state.
But, my senior year, we had a good
team We won the city championship
We won the regional championship,
almost wento the statel wasAll-City
in basketball® | was alsoAll-City in
football as well. | was on a couple of
the honorable mention teams in the stg
for basketball.

DePue: What position there?

Thunman goes up for a rebound in a Springfield
High School Senators game against rival
Feitshans High School in the late 1940s.

Thunman: Center.
DePue: How tall were you?

Thunman: Atthatpo nt , | 6 d g o rleee[sixfeet, tbreeanbhesligrew éni X
my freshman and sophomore years in school. | remember, when | worked out
at the lake, in the power plant, | was growing so fast. | would eat lunch with
the ironworkers, the tough iroroskers, and | would eat everything in sight

5 Generally ness outlets or coaches in a certain sport will select the best team of players within a certain region.
So in Springfield football, the All City team would be the best player in the city at each position.
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Theydd feel sorry f @&lcarneeaiggocaytbagwfg h my
four or five sandwiches 'hey would end up giving me their sandwiches too.
(both laugh)l grew a foot in about a year.

It sounde like they adopted you.

Oh, yeah. Well, I learned so much from those mérstood me in great stead
all my career from those laborers and from those ironworkers. | remember, |
came homgduring myplebe year at the Naval Academy, that Christrhs

came homgl was all decked out in my uniform, my big blue coat, you know,
all of that stuff. | went dowywhere the company was workiogn At that

point, they had a company called The Bootery that had burned. dovatked

to the edge of the sitand a couple of these dirty old laborers came out,
picked me up and hugged n{PePudaughs)l was adopted by those guyys
youbdbre right.

You had mentioned earlier though, that one of the things you learned from
your mother was how to deal with people, about human relatais/our
father threw you into this mjandit sounds likeyou learned just as much or
more there.

Oh, yeah,of course ldiYou 6r e absolutely right. | t
moreof understanding people and understanding situations. Probably, her

contribution was teaching me to be a politician. | thimkatt 6 s wher e t ha
from.

Speaking of that, you mentioned your f
ever a part of the discussiagrowing up?

Oh, yes. Oh, gosh, my father hated Roosevelt. | thought it was all one word,
AThat g oddr doaonsnéBeRué laugits)

What was it that he didnét | i ke about
| dondt know. He never really said, ot
of the way | yell at the television todg¥poth laughlt 6 s 1 nteresti ng,

he came up through the labor route.

Now, my father was trying to stop a strike in the3 ,Gveen he was hit
over the head with a lead pipe. He had a crease in his skull, up here
remember that. When he was a forepsrhe was up on a platforrrying
to stop the strikeand somebody hit him. So the story wesais he turned
around and knocked the guy paind then he fell himself.

The old Navy boxing career kicked in.

6 Plebesummer is the summer training programatis required of all incoming freshmen to tHeS. Naval

Academy
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(laughs)Yes, thatdés right.
Was he in the union himself?

Oh, yeahDadly was always in the unio\s a matter of facivhen he
retired, he got a check from the union. | was in the unibad to join the
union, Local Hod Carriers 4771 6 m not so sur e, Il may st

You may still be a union ember, huh?Thunman laughsh high school, you
had this thing going on with the Naval Academy, where you were hoping to

getthereBut i f that didnét go through, wha
career?
Really nothing, other than beingargen neer , whatever that

understand what an engineer was.

But did you like the math and sciences more than anything else?
Oh, yes, yes. | was good at math.

You didnoét ftueiobegaodgtmatthoi c e

No,t h at @& Butlwasgdod at it. You know, this is a session where you

brag about yourself. Therebs a doctor/
school with meHe saidiGodphe sai d, #Al ad watpak hat ed
geometry togethéril alwayslat ed t o have to flml |l ow yo

those days, they would have you man the hoéod would go through

somethingand then the next person would be called to come up. He said,

AGod, |l hated whehie |s diad, tfol fedithd aoyws ydiu
teacher afteryddl made your (gugh sent ati on. 0O

Well, one other question about high school. Here you assithathlete, star
of the football teamit sounds like, good at basketball as well, making a name
for yourself in the schooDid you have a girlfriend to go along with that?

Oh, gosh, | haél This is an interesting part of the stppyobably. Her name
was Catherine Brown. She was the high school beauty. She was a year
younger than | wa\ll through high schogkhe wasny girlfriend. Later on,
right after | graduated from the academy, | asked her to marr$hmeesaid,
ANot now, maWadldhatkindnoteddathat. 0

The interesting part of the story, though, is my wife, Owsley, is her
little sister When | weh with Catherine, | was sixtegp@wsley was ten.
Elizabeth Owsley is her full name. | remember sitting in the living room of
her houseWhenever | came over to see Catherine or pick hedwgsley

"Labor organization for those employed in carrying supplies to bricklayers, stonemasons, cement
finishers, or plasterers on the job.
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would come downstaiysind Catherine would yell at her fg@u know,
AMot her, pl ease (bothlwgh)Owsl ey | eav

e. 0

So, Owsley was more interested in you than you were in her at the time?

Well, | remember kind of sayingthis t hi nk | sai d it

i n o

| 6m goi ng t omacrornyeOybsalceky adnode s thad. Sher e me mb

said,i Bt you sure took a long time to come backboth laugh)She came

from a wonderfubld family here in Springfield. There is no older family than

her family in Springfield, I don

So, yal graduate from high school in 1949, pretty much knew that you w

ot thi

ere

heading to the University of lllinois‘ou 6d al ready9 been acce

Yes. | had a scholarship.
Athletic scholarship?

At hl eti c schol ar s hioqdoned. One goochadehishé
almost went tpbut | was afraid, | think, because it was so far awas

ver al

Georgia Tech, which was a big football power in those days. The coach,

Bobby Dodd, contacted me and wanted me to come. | had some others
Arkansas, a | recall, Louisiana, different schools had contacted me, but |
lllinois.

was

The first thing that happened to me, though, was that summer, before |
went to Illinois, | was working on the Old Jacksonville Road out here. They

had just refurbished it, regered it, and | was working as a laborer that
summer. We were picking it up before they turned it over to the btages

going along the roa@nd there was a bit of glass showing through theldirt

kicked away at it to try to pick up the glaiswasdug down in the dirt. So |
thoughtWelb what | 611 do i,and 6tthemrle@alk
it. There was a stone theend | picked up the stone, | threwand it hit the

glass It blew up like a hand grenade. It had been a jugeef, and of course
the pressurbadall’

Buried in the dirt?

Buried in the dirtWhen I hititwitharocki t bl ew wup. I
around, although everybody said i prabably were fooling arounall
real | y was n 6houghtlfinorokeyt, | would sk ablelto gibie
pieces angbick up the pieces and then fillinthehdld at 6 s what
through my mind. Anyway, the handle came out. | got my arms likelthis
went right into this arm.

So right in front of yourface, to protect your face.
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Thunman: Yeah, | was lucky. It wentrightinhereher e6s sti |l |l the scar
So, there | wadt cut the muscleandthey had to sew up the muscle. They
kept me on the scholarshiput | was kind of limited for avhile, because of
the hand and the healing in the hand.

DePue: This was your left hand?

Thunman: Yeah, it was this one, my left hand. So, | started off my college football career
in a bad way. But came the spring, | was pretty much healed up and was
playing pretty well in spring football, getting ready for the varsity season. |
get a call again guess that foundation was out théoeking around

DePue: Butitsoundslikey ou wer enodot the great football
the year before.

Thunman:  No, no, not untisomehow the academy got word that | was doing pretty well
there in spring football think. Anyway, they all othesudden contacted me
|l hadndét heard from them until the spr
this negotiation bi@veen secretaries again.

DePue: Does this mean that you had kind of given up on the notion of going to the
Naval Academy?

Thunman:  Oh, yeah, | thought it was over, clearly over, ydatas done. The
negotiations starte@nd my mother got into it, God Isi& her This Swedish
community | was talking abopthere was a gentleman here in town who ran
the Hobbs Electric Company, John W. Hobbs, | thing iapretty powerful
man here in Springfield. His wife was Swediahd her mother had come
from SwedenShe just loved my motheAs | said, most people did. She just
| oved my mother. | had said to my moth
t he Naval Academy. 0

Sao the negotiations started agairhey started talking agaiand Peter
Mack would have nonefit. He wasndét i nterested. My m
Hobbs got together somehpand the next thing | low, | get a telegram

Thereitis,inMay, the first of May, fACongratu
t o We s tBang!bcalled hondeandl calledmy motker. Shes ai d, #Al snd
that wonderfulol s ai d, A Wel | it i s. I was surp
thought it was $he Neea,| MRORdewmgl I0 wali
have t o | Therkwera some rhogetdiscassions, | think, between her

and M. HobbsThe next thing | know, | get a telegram aiiré&tthat

Youbve been appointéd to the Naval Aca

DePue: From Mackods office?
Thunman: Yeah. Inboth cases,thity come from Mackédés office.
DePue: | 6m assuming he was an FDR Democrat.
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Oh,y e a h, | 6m sur e 'haendvals.c &mob tl 6tvesl |h eyaa ud
information but apparently John Hobbs funded his trip around the watld

that point during the off season, during the sumnieter Mack took a trip

around the world to do what congressmenRig in those days, duess you

coul dndét <char g.¢obbsipaicforitihheay 6o hobwday go't
appointment. So when they go baakd they say my mother taught me the

politics, that | thinkis where that comes from.

So she was your person behind the scenes.
Yeah.

Do you suppose she was the one who approached the Naval Academy, in that
year that you were at lllinois?

No,no,itwaswhenlcam&l t ol d her that |16d had th
Mackbds office was tamkj ngutwi t @mt het Naw
going to work very well. | think shethénTh ey di dndét t el | me W

but | think she called, (phone ringsthe backgroundEllen Hobbs was her
name, and said to het,ldy can you help®?

Do we need to take a brebhkre?
No, t hadgoahwadok ay
Well that puts us into the spring of 1950.

That 6s r i ghtQfflveeptritivasgn Juné of 199@bhA@ut Junels
or 180of 1950,0ff | went to the Naval Academy. It was the happiest dayypf
life, my gosh andl was bound and determined | was going to do well.

Did you know what to expect when you went to Annapolis?

No. | knew it was going to be rigorous and tough, Gibkeen in collegd 6 d
been in a fraternity. In thoseags, fraternity lifevastougher than it is today.
Most of the people in the fraternity were-orld War 1l veterans, so they
were tough on the young guys.

So you knew a little bit about hazing already.

Oh, | knew. Hazing in the fraterrets was fairly severe. Frankly, | never found
the hazing in the Naval Academy very difficult. You just kind of did what
they wantedIt was onlyif you demurred in any wayhen you got itBut as

long as you did what they wantexzerything was fine.

Tha year at the University of lllinois was really good for me, because
now | hadcaught up with everybodywas the same age as everybody else.
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Thunman:

DePue:

Thunman:
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Thunman:

Well, my entry in the academy is qu
want to go on to that or not.

Oh, absolutely.

| getthereinJunend | start to take the physic
beforehand. You had to take a dental exam, | recall, that you carried along

with you. They had to hurry up and get one done for me. Initially, they were
concerned about my teethecause | had an overbite. | remember the dental

captain pulling out a sheet and saw my name on his.dbhesta i d, A Wel | |
youdrenakayu pass. o0

Maybe an overbite isndét such an issue

If you can play football, right. So | take the colorblind ex&ail the
colorblind exam.

Did you suspect this was going to be a problem going in?

No, | had no idea. You were supposed to éedtierearetwenty-one cards

These dots, ifferent colored dots, you pick out numbers. | could read about

fourteen or fifteen ofthem coul dn o t. Yawdrde tshiepp casdd t
all of them. Bamfail, th a t '8 go back to the roopand | pack everything

up.It 6 s a hot s baghpatrtondmey ghouldea nbdi g 6 m goi ng
the campugust really disappointed.

| thought,Well, 1 ought to go back and thank Mr. Miller for all he did
for me and to tell him that | was leavirut | really went back to thank him
| thought, Goditd s s o hot, why donjéathetthancal | hi n
carry this stuff across the academy. I
will ask me, have you gone and talked withifh at 6 s ki nd of t he
from my mother.

So | went back to seerhi | went into his officeand | sai d, @ Mr
Mill er, | 6ve got to fiaMhlatydwow tylbbat mlkeaha
fail ed tHee jauxmgmdo up, ®WiabhappehedPel) o u me at
melodosaid, AWell, | Ado Wl d méhpw to dodPd tyloe ¢
Did they tell you whAantd tlh esya iwda n tiievde |ylo,u

under sitNobog d .10 ¢ aThéety 6ivea sicHespickeup thet p . 0
phone, calls the naval hospital thesays it iese guys haee0 eldets a

hold of whoever, sommcommandeifi ieyd0 vserewed upand they told this

kid he faledand t hat 6s wrong. Youobvoe got to

So, 1 go over to the hospitdlgo in thereand | sit down with this

commanderHe takes me through the cards. | had no difleeen c oul dn o't
read any more than the ot heldesceareHe sai d
thenumbersyou st udy thli s eigs etnitigou Gudytbes t r ut

sequenceand | 61 | -axamvhere iy acoupla of dayg§e 6 | | al so gi
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youan& ami nati on where youol |l have to pi
white light, and it will be either green, red or white, and your shoulders will
bee ol forget it was either red, white, greeiil 61 | tap yo®d on t he

That 6s the truth.

| went andmemorized the sequence of how the cards were given and
went there and took the exam that day and got through the sequence. They had
a couple othéy | think they were commande&yshere tooThey gofi G o, fieh
can read thoseThen they sat you in what was likedental chair, and they
had a point of light that you were looking at. They turned out all the lights in
the room it was absolutely blackand went through this s
smacking me on the head athé@ shoulders. But | could read that. | really
didndt n e e dl cduld eeadlitlenéver had any difficulty with colors,
telling red or green. | never had any problem.iBWll, he passes. $ o,
started at the Naval Academy.

Was this before youbéd actual thg been i s
training?

Yeah, yeah, everything. The first thing you did when you got there was you

took the physical. twasablessjgnd it wasndét a bl essin
weight that | had to carry for a number of years, that | knew | was going to

have to face the truth sooner or laterd | did.

Well, that part of the story think, will come a little later.

Yeah, thatos | ater onwasBhgtdeaianditstih s, y o u
is a big deal. | think you can questigour integrity or your character, and

maybe it certainly was questionabBut it was something | really wanted to

doand | thought |1 6d make my way throug
reading colors, which was later shown why.

What was théssue as far as the Navy was concerned, about not being
colorblind?Werethere certaithingsthat sailors were expected to do or
officers were expected to do?

Wel l , 1 know étlhdd yi 6 vaeed thmdysdsothati player
who was cabrblind was Roger Staubach.

(laughs)You dondét get more famous than Rog

(both laugh And Roger, strangely enough, turned up colorblind when he
graduated.

But he also was a Heisman Trophy winvea s n 6t he ?
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T h ariglt.sYou could say this o r1Staubach got commissioned as a supply
officer, went out and served in VietnaBut the Naval Academy knew he was
colorblind. (both laugh)

| suspect it would be more of an i ssue

Oh, yeah. And certainly, as a submarir@me of the first things you do in a
submarine, when you dive a submarine, is after you slam that hatch, you look
over at the diving control panét has a line of green lights and red lights

You look atit andbe sure the right ones were greamnd the right ones were

red, before you continued the dive., 8gyou had any problems in that area, it
would have been a disaster.

donot want to
di dnot

And agai n, I
about this laterbut apparentlyy o u
green from red.

getalk t oo f ar
have a probl em

No.

So, youbve got t e Nowtthe tramimgbegntidh® physi cal
Well, plebe summer anldwas bound and determined that Isagoing to be
the best midshipman that ever was. | did well. We were arranged in

companiesand t hey made me the company comm

At the University of Illinois, Iwasinthe ROTCReser ve Of fi ce
Training CorpsF | liked ROTC I liked marching. | hate to admit thatit |

liked marching. | learned how to ldiiceandright faceand those thingsThat

summer | did well, I think, in the group, in the comparywas a good

experience. | found no problem with it. We did all of thedis¢ a lot of

physical things involved.
Do you remember your first day there?

Yes, | do. | remember going down and picking up all of the uniform stuff and

then stenciling it. | dondt know i f yo
every iem of clothing you hadt had to be done properlgnd you had a big

sheath of instructions of where the fifigur went on the pocketf the white

works[white uniform], the name across the front, a couple of inches below

the V. Everything had to be doperfectly.
It sounds like hey o6r e train

beginning to you t

Yes.

8 A program that provides thepportunity to get military xperiencewhile earning a college degree. Those
enrolled in ROTC learn and develop leadership skills and prepare for careers as U.S. military officers.
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Were you Nils?

Ron. |1 6ve always gone by RonN.

And the Navy didndét have an i ssue with

No. | was Nils on any piecof official paperbut it was Ron among my

friends and others. We did the whole thing, the rowing, the weapon firing. It
was a good summer of trainingf course, there were academics involved. It
was interesting | wonder if they do it today at nights they would march us
over to the movie theater. There was a theatrein the librarythere They
would show us movies, Hollywood movies, on pirates and Navy stories.

This was during youPlebe Summér

Plebe SummeiThey di d that at night . |l donodt

on at West Point guess this was supposed to enthuse o we all
thought that was great.

|l can state emphatical |l ybothtaaghOneed wer en
the things that happened shortly after you got there was the start of the Korean

War, Juné2s.
Yeah, Jun&5, and | was sworn in on Jue.
Was that a topic of discussiod®ere you guys awaithathadhappened?

Yeah, we knewit had happened, and it was a topic of discussion when some

of these guys entered late during the year. Of course, everybody was supposed

to enter bg | forget what it wasthe first of July, | think it was.
You mean the cadets were still arrivingthat time?

Yeah. There were some who kind of looked down on those who got there in
the August timeframe, like somebody had made a move to get those kids into
the Naval Academy, rather than to get drafted and have to go to Korea.

Sothessever endt people who were on acti

No. These were midshipmgtimese were plebes. But no, no, when | entered,
there was no Korean Wadralways felt pretty clean about that.

Was there ever a moment in your first few monttese that you thought
Man, this is tougher than | thought?

Well, | hate to be overconfidertiut no. | never found the Naval Academy to
be very difficult formeBut | wor ked hard. The da
through these things to getthel saidtomysef And | 6d had a
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collegel 6d had a very good time in coll eg
girlfriends.® | wore the red hatvhich all the football playersore, and |

drank as much beer as | think | could possibly find pust had a good time.

So | was very serious about the Naval Academy, very serious.

DePue: Were you also destined to be playing football when you got there?
Thunman: | was going to play footbalbut that was not the biggest deal in my life. | said

tomys el f | 6m going to graduate from thi
DePue: Were you seeing some of the other kids that you got theré witlcan use

theterm kids that were dropping out?

Thunman:  We lost 30 percent, | guess. A lot of thémerewere not qualified to be there.

DePue: Quialified in what respect?
Thunman: Wel | , really didndét have the capabil it
naval officer. In those dagsNo wa d ay s i .tTliecongresdiohat r e n t

appointees are examined by the academy. \[fledin]i t waus Naut tr
took the mental examinationgou took the physical examination, and
whatever you got is what you got, as long as those examinations were passed.

| remember there was this one guy thehmse father was some sort of
a politician. | remember hisame, Edson. We were on the pistol range,
shooting .45sY ou would fire and if you had a problem, you were told to
raise your hand and bring the weapon to the fbviy degree anglerhen
somebody would come up and clear it, but you would stand therhiike
The Marine would come up alongside you and cleavhtle you held it like
this. This one kid, this Edspwas standing there with his arm. e Marine
came upand he goes like if the Marine were you, he turned and he séart
(laughs).

DePue: Pointing the pistol at the Marine.

Thunman: He pointed it right 4dQOtines abbguthewtader t hey
it. Some of them initially, maybien, fifteenpercent of those who first came
in, were cut immediatelyThe rest, by the time we gradeed

DePue: On their own volitionor they were booted?

Thunman: Booted, booted out. Very few dropped out under their own volitit |
knew of. Then, there were a large number lost the first year in academics.

9 Jockstrap is d@loquial foran enthusiastic athlete or sports fan, especially one with few othessitste
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That s how | e n dp]dvasigcauseol did thoavkllin c ar eer
academics.

You did too well in academics?

They had put together a pretty good football teay freshman yealVe lost

a lot in that team. As a matter of fact, | think there are only maybe two in the
firstteam mysel f and another playerwhwho end
graduated in that first team of that freshman football team.

The rest of them washed out somewhere along the line?

Yeah, yeah. | sprained my knee that summplaying basketball di dndét war
to tell anybody. We were playing basketball at the tiamel the coach was

watching me, the basketball coa8en CarnivalNo,t hat 6 s wedong. I
off, | sprained my ankleBut he was watchingmand | t hought, We
it wrappel. | 6 | | be okay. We had a profession
| was playing basketball with a sprained ankiedbolt out of the blue, |

sprained my knee. | never sprained a knee before in my life. Looking back, |

think it was becaus@f] the ankle because | was favoring the ankle.

So | sprained the kneand | ended up in the hospital for a couple of
days. But the swelling went dowand | got it back up to where it was okay. |
was put on what they called the excused squad for a couple of.Weekis
the end of thélebe Summesand football season started. | started the season
| probably should have stayed away fro
anybodytoadviseypand | di dndot ask anybody. I
wrapped, tapedrhen it was both the ankle and the knee.

Hereds where | made one of the bigg
of the crew[rowing] called me and two others aside one.ddsy saidi bu
guysphe says, Al OThisjvas Kisty Gatlow, workdl fagus 0

crew coach. He ,amad dl, 6ml goni mg wt hefr@er m a
championshipcrewteah 6d | i ke you boys tamd j oi n.

the build, the ability tadkkkamember | 6d I
of t heHebokedwtmegrad he sai d, Hefpdimtediompat you.
tapcand he said, AYoubre bwagnetamdayt hurt pl
enough to realize that hedd already ha

[technical difficultie$ We lost our mike herdt will take buta second.

You can imagine, one coach at a school would not go to another sport and

recruit peopleCallow had talked with the freshman football coaatd they

said fi WII, you know, these guys, big, tall, long, rangy, athletic kidsy

dondt you | 8ltd mes thraev et tahtenki nd of di sc
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So the other two guys saidl O k,a yw e .0 blobokedyab him and said,
Al dondt Oknewjdecré@w play foot bal | . Il d
sai d, AWel |l || tshVellk wiblolutoi t . o

So the next day the coach comes owted started our first academic
year Vito Vittuchi, | remember, a commander, submariner. He came out and
he called the team togeth®vye 6 d b een pl ayi nglwa®sr a col
playing first team center.

On the plebe squad?

Yeah, a the plebe squad. He called everybody togetied he was purple in

rageHe sai d, fAYdamdeohb, AGbdof yoThe guys a
first grades came ouand something like half or three quarters of everybody

was on what we called the tree at thedaeay, which means you were on

SAT in one course or another. fAYou get
instruction and get to working on that
candt Boy, beywéndon and on and,@opped the practice. Everybody

went in but maybe ten or fifteen of us.

| wa s n 6.My @oa, | h&dAnkredible grades. | remember the
first grades | got were just incrediblenean the highest | ever got in
anything, across the board, because | had broken my neck studying. So |
thought,Well, b oy t.Kykne2 kind ofihwtgndl kind of hurt |
think 16l take a few | aps and go in.

So I d6m running ar ounTheyhddafencedinsi t y p
area[The] Navy had an AHAmerican center, who was my idol, a fellow by
the name of Dick Scott. He was now a coach, an assistant coach, at the
academy. The doors opened toé¢his 6 | | al ways remember th
out and he looksatméle says, fAThunS8olgoinagdehe i n he
varsity is scrimmaging, the firstam is scrimmaging the poolees in the fourth
team 1° iWe need a centeY ou play cented iSured

So I 6m i n t heandeNayy had & thin tpariive eyuy twigor
ultimately ended up, I think, second or third team;Ainer i can guar d.
tryingt o t hink of his name ngandwefenduway, W
on the groundHe looksatmeand he says, fAKi dAnd donot
I, dumb as can be, | ,itaydy dWMh§t ylobal & o
positond on 6t b | a rBadthings. (both laugl® . 0

So weobr angdl aayiwn d 0,playmglinethacked@mesree 6 s
a sweepl remember the sweep Imoéving toward the sweeft was like a
bowling ball hit me from the sidandit was this guylt wasa clean tackle. It
was a lbock, but it wa® Boy, it just took that knee right out. | rememper

10 A pooleeis an individual who has already signed up to become a Marine but has not yet leftlmteka
weeks of recruit training at boot camp in San Diego or Parris Island.
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kind of came around, laying there, and everyl@sdyanding around going,
AOoh, ooh, 0 | ooking down. Apparentl
in the ground. It ended up, | losdbme of my fingernails, where the dirt had

gone up under the fingernails from digging holes in the ground. They had an
ambulance comand away | wentThat was the end of my football career. So

|l woul dndot have been thergeodi f my gr

Was that also the end of your crew career that never got started?

Oh, yeah. Well, no | tried. | got myself into shape by my junior yetred

crew, but my knee really wouldnot t
academyfavoring that knee in everything | did. My classmates would protect
me i n swimming. |l coul dndét do the f

to the extent that they wanted, where you used it as your kick for a rescue,
where you put your hands under arglaind all you do is frog kickall gone

from a point where | was in the top few percent in the obstacle course, to just
barely able té | hurt myself again on the obstacle course once, going down a
big ramp.

| remember this one commander thetw liked me, telling me that

youdbre just going to forget it. I n
forget what you would call it today, but today it was be an interior cruciate
separation, which i1todos the big deal

year, the operation, with everything going on. They take a piece out of your
tail, and put in there. But it was, it was over.

This many years removed from that event and that experience, was not being
able to play football, was that a big downeryou?

Ohyeahl t was an incredible disappoint
really all | really ever wanted to de football thereyvasto win a letter

playing football. It was a terrible disappointment. It was a real dawjest

wanteal that. Of course, looking back on it, the crew part of it, the stupidity,
that crew went on to win the Olympics in 1952. Those two classmates who
went were Olympic crewmen.

You could have beengold medal winner.

Wel | , i t 0 $&atrkaviewith Mairlon Braride yot know,could
have been somebody

Al coul d have [quaedrom the filon@mtheaNatdrizorjt. O

fil could have been a contendeVho knows?So, all of a sudden another one

ade

ake

rog

w h

me n

isaddedtoyourb&ac. Youbr e wearingntdhepowoloubt e

trying to make your way through the bad knee problem.
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Would you have been able to overcome the colorblind issue had you not been
destined to be playing Navy football?

Oh, no. | would hare been gone. | remember having Rickover ask meéonce

Rickover was upset with mbecause | had played football or tried to play

footbal These were his exact words when |
nuclear power program. In his interview he s&idf hun man, 06 he sai d
nothing but a bi gAnduhmb o aiod,bafl Yo pdrae e
bi g puncheéememgberthausedthatwoide s ai d, AYou wer €
a good f ooThathadtheredpndbaiyt e rl. a i d heésad ,r efialcft t «
you had it to do over agaBetgusewoul d you
Rickover believed that everybody should do nothing but study.

So he wasnot | u 3hisistwhayhe actually believggch a d y o u

Yeah. Some of the goading svtherebut he actually believed, that |
Sshoul dndot have been wast i ngandthenlt i me pl

sai d, nflYesigtedasidr 1 0 saiod | ii ¥ matndgrei r
sai d, Wiwhypskaid, fAdmir &bthall iwouldhavh a dn 6t
never gotten into the Naval Academmile s ay s, ([(DEPualaugs) al | . 0

That was the end of the intervieand he selected me.

| wondered if you could tell us about Annapolis, the place physically, and a
little bit about he plebe system, if there was such a thing.

Oh, yeah, there was. In those days it was a beautifult t | e t own. Tod:
big resort Mecca.

| guess | mean the academy grounds itself.

The academy is beautiful. The buildings #hehey all matcfthey all have

history and names and statu€ke dapel is, | thinkprobably the most

beautiful of any of theacademies bfar. John Paul Jones is buried there, the
Golden apelDome Bancroft Hall, where all the midshipmen ljiehouses
4,000 young men, now women, in rooms, two or three to a room, a huge mess
hall underneathwhich feeds this brigade of midshipmen of 4,000 imith

thirty minutes. It has the facilities and the people there to do that. In those
days they were enlisteapple who served you. They were black sailors

mai nly, and t hlhey@ese drafted and darhderhe Navy d

and served meals at the Naval Academy. Of course remember, this is back in
the6 5.0 s

But that was just shortly after Truman igtated the services too.

Yeah, but those, they wer# #hose black sailors were there. They lived in a
ship, theReina Mercedes

TheReina Mercedes
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R-e-i-n-a, Mercedes, which | think was one of our battleships during the
ere the black sai

A

SpanishkAmerican WarTh at 6 s

w h

segregation part of it and the racial part of it was still present. We called them
mokes, you knowthey were mokes, fo-k-e-s. They had a speci@l They

were really quite colorful. They hadspecial way of marching, their own
marching, kind of a swinging, with the arms .denery once in a while, we
would for fun, g

o i

Did you have any black classmates?

nt o w(bahtlaugh)le c al

We had, | thinkone @ two, not very goodnidshipmenNobody was against
wel |l qualified

them. They |

ust

wer

enot

Were they there because of their athletic skills?

No. Neither one of them was an athléte

started. So,

would laugh, but they were very, very strict with regards to what they did and

what they could do.

[ donot

t hose

say

days,

(0]

| ed,

there
black athletes arwhere, black football players. Around the country, it had not

w

we were raci s
young They were young kidsand they were all good kids. There was
nothing mean about any of theifhey served th tables with pleasure and

One of the things that distinguishes West Point that first year is eating square
meals and things like that. Did you dottha

Yes. Oh, yes, you had squamEmners You always went outside, up the
ladders, stairways, and you chopped. Everywhere you went, yolatiet
run. It was called chopped, up and down the ladderd you squared every
corner. You ate squaregals!

You were never out of your room without a full uniform. There were
certain hours of the day you could be out later in the evening, in a bathrobe
and your slippers. You had to wear your garéerdyour suspenders. Your
shirts had a white collar thgou buttoned on to the shirt. You were always in

a complete uniform, generally blue uniform, except if you were going to any

sort of athletic course you were involved willihen you put on these white
sail or suits, as

youove

S

een t hem.

The uniform parbf it was strict. You had very little time in the
morning You were up ab:15.You had to be in formation &t45. In that
thirty minutes you had to have the bed maael hadthe room clean, ready
for an inspection. You had to shower and shave, anavilstione in the
room. Each room had a showssin Generally, you had to get up earlier

thanthatb e c au s e

you

had

to

go

around,

11 Eating square means loading a bite of food onto the faiing the fork perpendicularly from the plate until
level with the mouth, then conveying the food horizontally to its destination
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before they got up. They had different kinds of things like that that you had to
do. So, Imean6:15was crazy.

You had to know the meals for the day, for breakfast, lunch and
dinner, so yowouldrecite them. You had to know the midshipmen and the
regular officers of the day. You had to know the schedule for the week. All of
these things you ldato know If you missed on any of them, then they would
make youicome arounddhey 6 d cal |l you at ,comeght , wl
around to the uppercl ass mel@:@andr oom f or
11:0Q which generally consisted of pushups and legrdifferent things.

| remember, | had to learn #hd still know it welld the French
national anthemone night, because the president of France was coming the
nextdayand we had to sing it at the meal
know a word of Frech, but | can give you my version of the Frenaltional
anthem 0

Wel | , | et 6s hear it .

(sings)ie jour de gloire est arrive. Cont
sangl ant Machans, maeckikoR®u 6 un sang | Dapdar . Ma r
de dao

That 6s c | bothug®nough. (

Youhad to | earn that. | 1l BBvenbat et B
of stuff you had to do.

What struck me here, when you talked about the brigade of midshépiitesn
thing that strak me is brigadg hat 6 s an
Army term. How did that get in there?

| donditt Kmnoawl ways been t he
brigade, the brigade of midshipmesx
companies.

Thereds another Army ter m.

Or six battalions, | meartn my day
twenty-four canpanies.

When did you first get a taste of what it
was to be in the Navy, get a little bit of
exposure to the water?

We”’ that was your first summ,eand It Portrait of Midshipman First Class Ronald

was good. Thunman, U.S. Naval Academy Class of 1954,
taken in 1953 at Annapolis.

41



