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Abstract  
Gregory Baise, Illinois Statecraft, IST-A-L-2013-062 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview:  Gregory Baise was born on April 13, 1952 

in Jacksonville, Illinois, and grew up on the family farm nearby. He was fascinated with politics at an 

early age, and following graduation from Triopia High School in 1970, he attended Illinois College in 

Jacksonville. He spent his last two summers interning at the U.S. Congress during a time when the 

Watergate hearings were going on. Following graduation he was elected as an alderman in 

Jacksonville, and worked at the college in the admissions department. In 1976 he volunteered to help 

with Jim Thompson’s first campaign for governor.   

Following the election, Baise was hired to serve as the travel aid for the Governor. He worked in 

that capacity for two years, and in 1979 became the governor’s scheduler, essentially managing the 

governor’s schedule for the next two years. In 1981 he became Governor Thompson’s Personnel 

Director, where he also oversaw the governor’s patronage related hires. In 1984 he managed Ronald 

Reagan’s Illinois presidential campaign, and following that election became the Director of the 

Illinois Department of Transportation, where he managed a multi-billion dollar budget and oversaw 

construction and maintenance projects throughout the state. Baise commented on both the 1982 and 

1986 gubernatorial campaigns; in 1988 he served as an advisor for Vice President George H.W. 

Bush’s presidential campaign in Illinois. After the 1988 election he decided to run for office himself, 

ultimately deciding to run for Treasurer in 1990, with Pat Quinn as his Democratic opponent. 

Following Quinn’s victory, Baise became the President and CEO of the Illinois Manufacturers’ 

Association, a position he still held at the time of this interview.  

Subject Headings/Key Words: Governor Jim Thompson; Director of Dept. of Illinois 

Transportation; patronage director for Gov. Thompson; traveling with Gov. Thompson; 1982 Illinois 

gubernatorial campaign; 1986 Illinois gubernatorial campaign; Cutback Amendment; Illinois 

Manufacturers’ Association; Equal Rights Amendment fight in Illinois; George H.W. Bush; Ronald 

Reagan  

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the 

informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views 

expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 

COPYRIGHT 

 The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial purposes 

without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.  “Fair use” 

criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These materials are not to 

be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial purposes without the 

authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 

N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.  Telephone (217) 785-7955 


