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Abstract
Terry Hairrell, Veterans Remember, VRV-V-D-2015-070

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Terry Hairrell was born on April 19,
1948 in Libertyville, 1llinois and lived in Waukegan, Illinois at the time of this interview. He
was drafted into the Army in March 7, 1967 and served until March 8, 1969. After being
drafted, he went to Ft. Knox, Kentucky for eight weeks for basic training, then was sent to
Fort Polk, Louisiana and then on to Panama for advanced infantry training. Hairrell then went
overseas to serve in Vietnam for a year and was assigned to Company A, 2nd Battalion, 1st
Infantry, part of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade. The unit operated in the Chu Lai region of
South Vietnam. During the Tet Offensive in early 1968, Hairrell was still in Company A, but
he was then transferred to Charlie Company where he became a squad leader. Hairrell’s basic
training skills include setting up booby traps, claymore mines, and fields of fire. Hairrell’s
firsthand account of the Tet Offensive and his recovery from his experiences during war,
provide insight into what war is truly like. He was awarded a Purple Heart after being
wounded by friendly fire in Vietnam that also killed one of his sergeants. This is one example
of the many close calls that Hairrell experienced over in Vietham. When he came back to the
United States in the 1970s, he went to school at Western Illinois University, but was also
struggling to deal with his wartime memories, which led him to drugs and alcohol. He says
that meeting his wife in 1975 saved him. He has since reunited with some of his war buddies
who continue to struggle with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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