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Abstract  
Marcia Young, Architectural Gems, AG-V-L-2016-050 

Overview of Interview:  Marcia (Dildine) Young was born September 19, 1942 in Terre 

Haute, Indiana. Marcia began working at the David Davis mansion in Bloomington, Illinois in 

1987, and served as the site manager for the mansion from 1990 to 2014 at the time of her 

retirement. Early in her tenure as site manager, the site was meticulously restored. During this 

interview, she gave a tour of the mansion and its grounds.       

The David Davis Mansion State Historic Site is a beautifully restored, Victorian home, built 

between 1870-1872 for Judge David Davis (1815-1886) and his wife Sarah (1814-1879). The site 

consists of the historic Victorian style mansion and grounds of Judge David Davis, a close friend 

and confidant of Abraham Lincoln. After the judge’s death in 1886, two succeeding generations of 

the Davis family lived in the house until 1960, when it was donated to the state of Illinois. The 

mansion’s builder, Alfred H. Piquenard, was one of the Midwest’s leading architects, and included 

among his commissions the current state capitols of Illinois and Iowa. Today, the Illinois Historic 

Preservation Agency administers the 32-room mansion, 1870s heirloom garden, outbuildings, and 

remaining four acres of the original estate. 

 

As Abraham Lincoln’s colleague and political advisor, David Davis played a significant role 

in American history. For twenty years, Lincoln (the lawyer) and Davis (first as a lawyer and then, 

the elected judge) rode the Eighth Judicial Circuit together. Davis was also a businessman, an 

Illinois state legislator, a U.S. Supreme Court justice (appointed by Lincoln), a U.S. Senator from 

Illinois, and the author of Ex parte Milligan decision. But perhaps Davis’s greatest achievement 

was helping Lincoln become the Republican Party’s candidate for president in 1860. 

 

Subject Headings/Key Words: David Davis mansion in Bloomington, IL; Judge David 

Davis; Abraham Lincoln as a lawyer on the circuit; Alfred H. Piquenard; Sarah Davis; lawyering 

on the circuit in the 1840s-1850s; Illinois Historic Preservation Agency; 19th century 

Bloomington, Illinois;  

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve 

the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views 

expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 

COPYRIGHT 

 The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial purposes 

without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.  “Fair use” 

criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These materials are 

not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial purposes without 

the authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 

Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.  Telephone (217) 785-7955 


