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DePue: Today is Tuesday, April 14, 2015. My name is Mark DePue, director of oral
history with the Abraham Lincoln Presi
Mankat o, Mi nnes ot a ervieavingfor thénext grabably g t o b
two or three, maybe four, sessions, with Charles Sehe. Good morning,

Charles.

Sehe: Good morning.

DePue: | 6ve been | ooking for
December, when another person | interviewed,
Gene Yeager, sentme anenmtath at s ai
you be interested in interviewing a gentleman
who was at Pear| Har b
other places you were at, with tb&S Nevada
after that. He asked if | would be interested.
Then, | think not too long after that, you and |
had a conversation.

All it took was for me to find some way
to convince the new governor of the State of Charles Sehe
Il linois to come to Minnesota to inter
that. As | always do, | like to get some background information, begause
learn so much about people before they end up in these harrowing
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Sehe:
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Sehe:

DePue:
Sehe:
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Sehe:

experiences, like you had in the war. Enough of listening to me. Tell me when
and where you were born, Charles.

| was born in Geneva, lllinois, Kane County, Februzy1923. Warne

Harding was our president, and | think Len Small was governor, intended to

be. | 6m not c e rSmallwas the dowetnor.What ez a | | Len
period? Yed

And what was your fatherds name?

My fatherds name was wlerhymothér, Francea m Se h e
Burzyck Sehe. My mother was pure Polish. Father was a laborer at that time.

He did construction. Mostly he worked in the foundry, and he made the molds

for another company that was there, the Burdémton, and they made

piston pns.

Where is Geneva in relation to Chicago?

| t 6 s -selvem mite$ west, almost due west, a few degrees below. If you go
north, you run right into Wisconsin Dells. Now, this time pediddvas born
in twenty-threed and already, at that time, ihe Chicago area, there was a

certain individual, gui te prominent, t
He was patriotic, but his business was
like to be called AlICape®. That 6s what it i s.

Anyway, the effectbAlCaponedés business extende
Geneva. They had the punch out cards that on@legron to win money.
And they also took over the Nehi bottling workiehi Orange Crush, you
know. Those bottles were white. But then, when Capone took oegr, th
turned to an amber color.

My dad and my uncle, brother to my mother, they made home brew.
My uncle, Anton Burzyckhe worked for Florsheim Shoe Company in
Chicago. He made cut out patterns, top and the bottom, and did the stitching
around them, on aachine. He explained that to mother. So, he came, and
Dad would make home brew. And | was to put the tops on them. He told me
that i1itdés pop. My job was putting the

How old were you at this time?
Oh, about six, @
Thiswas before the Depression started?

Yeah, itdés sort of $ee gvaseightpnindg that ween . T
would bethirty-one, thirtytwo, yeah.
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Did you know at that time your father was making home brew? This was
during the prohibitonHe wasndét supposed to be doi

No. They all made it. They could make
it.

That 6s right; |l forgot about that.

Yeah, and they put them in bottles. But they either put too much yeast in, or
they pu it in a warm place. During the night, it would go, pop, pop [makes
popping sounds]. The tops would pop. AnywayDePue laughs)

Before you get too muchUf ardghggRr, &t i s

Yes. Therebs twomet hat cwgrdupSehhbat  The
Al gonquin word; Asehe, 0 means to wat ch
watch out for Iroquois. Algonquians and Iroquois, [the French & Indian War]

itds the British and the Frenchn conf i
Afsehe, 0 it means, Ato see. 0 So, | can

Does that mean your father is German?
Heds Ger man, l ri sh, Il ndi an.

An interesting but not entirely unusual mixture for Americans by that time.
What was the Idian tribe that he hailed from?

The Delaware in upper state New York, the Algonquin. They speak the
Algonquin language.

You mentioned before we started, your father was quite a bit older by the time
you came along.

Yes. My father waéf ty-threeyears old; he was born in 1870. And in the

ear |l y Wal0abuswly, he ran away fromhodd hat 6 s what it
when he was sixteen or seventeen or something like that. And he moved

around, as they did those [days] because it was hardship tamiig even

t hough i t -calladsDepdession. Anel thendget different jobs here

and thereHe was an itinerate worker.

Then he auditioned for a play. I do
got the part as a cowboy. He knew how to trainhorses=or t hi s reaso
knowl edge of horses came to [ABuffalo
two horses that were sick in some area in upper New York. The horses were

out there, and Dad wentouttheren a coupl e of days. | d
ddbut those horses got up and wal ked o
up. So heds assistant to the Indian adg
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See, Codyds a, hebdbs a financi al ent
had the horses for the show, horses for labarn8cfather worked as a
wrangler with a group in charge of the Indians, for whatever program they
had. Thatos all | sfatherhhad teskeeprmiihesalledHe [ Se
horse cars with the rest of the Indians.

Then, Dad adopted my mother, whosaan orphan on the Orphan
Train, and raised her dpA n d  WVelké she did the work for him. And then
they moved to Wisconsin from New Yor Kk
Kilbourn was the name of the town. You can put that on. [referring to the
recorder] Wrn it. Is it on now?

It is. Do you want me to pause it?

No, | wanted you to toss that adopftion

What was the name of tée

Kilbourn.

Kilbourn?

Wi sconsin. You can edit this, canbd6t yo
We can redact some thinfysm it, yes.

Yeah, thatoés good. Al right, my fathe
be in Wisconsin because the lumber industry there was booming. So they

went there, and they settled in the place called Kilbourn. And you can, at that

time, apply for a homestead of 160 acres.

Yeah, I know what youdre talking about
They were given a time period.
Sharecropping, well, not sharecropping, dut

No, itds the government gives you 160
show it to be productive for four years or so, five years, something like that.

Land grant, maybe.

! TheOrphan Train Movememas a supervised welfare program thahsported orphaned and homeless

children from crowded Eastern cities of the United States to foster homes located largely in rural areas of the
Midwest. The orphan trains operated between 1854 and 1929, relocating about 200,000 orphaned, abandoned,
abusedpr homeless childreifhttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orphan_Trgin
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Everybody, as |l ong as you stay there;
on it. So, by this time now, their family grew. There were fivegffive

children of his second marriage. The oldest one, a daughter, was Irene, born

1918; the second oldest was another daughter, Frances, named after her

mot her, and then John Martin, my ol der
Okay, Irene; Fran; Johvartin; Charles; Margaret, and then Bill, Billy, or

William, Jr. Did | get six there?

Yep.
Okay. There are six.

Tel | me about your dadds personality.
personality?

Academically, educationally,ehnever got past third grade, could not read. He

| earned to sign his name on checks, yo
was learned. He took her out of school. She was fourth grade, fifth grade. But

she could read and wr i nadventirtusat hel ped

i ndividual . He wasndét motivated by any
thing.

He took jobbk,anhthatbenéi ght . He was
deputy sheriff, and he had a murder once, a murder in the neighborhood,
within the county. Tiey thought he could help out. He did solve it, because he
could read tracks, (both laugh) signs of the presence of a person. Anyway, but
they saw that. So, they made him a city night policeman. He just sat there and
wat ched the | ai |lycalllt. Hd madérounds atdifferenth at t h
stations. He punched a time clock at each station. And then he worked in a
foundry, as | mentioned.

How about your mother? Tell me a little bit more about her. Did she work
while you were growing up?

Well, yes. Mother worked as a house maid at Geneva Hotel, downtown. All of

her family were adopted during Ger many
Ger many wit h unr &hehadtwshboothére Antoh Bunziick e r é
was in Chicago; Martin Burzyck Corniflais adopted namejas adopted.

This is important, Martin Burzyck, Béay-ck.

z-y-c-k?
Yeah, Martinés ado pCtainvaed i paanr,e nBtisr zwecrke F
BOrzesk; thatdés the Polish sound. He w

A

WorldWar | . Youdre from |l owa. Whatodés t ha
Prairie du Chien was a river town on the Wisconsin/lowa border. A Prairie du

Chien family adopted him. And then he got restless; he went to Hollywood

and worked in the Electronic Special EffeDispartment at 20th Century Fox.
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Now, we go back to World War |, okay, with him. [In] 1918, the
United States had battleshipexas NevadaandOklahomaover there. | think
they patrolled the North Sea around Great Britain. The reason [was] that oll
burners, like theNevadaandOklahomat hat bur ned oi |l , di dn¢
Texaswas a coal burner, so they had to stop often at coal fueling stations
along the coasts to refuel.

Martin Cornica was a wireless operator, smart son of a gun, |
understand.laver met him, but 106l get to th
Morse Code operator between Admiral Sims, who was admiral of the
American force over there and the British Lord Admiral Jellicoe. You
remember hearing that name? That guy got along. He was theda/iyou

call éthe relay operator between conver
DePue: Liaison, 0B
Sehe: Yeah, he wad
DePue: Radio operator?
Sehe: Yeah, he was a wireless [operator]. The messages [that] came inTextee
came through him first. Messagisit go out to Jellicoe came through him.
Anyway, I dondédt know what happened, bu
knewee call it, Aelectronicso now, he

became involved with special effects and all that stuff. He bisks credits.

DePue: That would have been in the early days of Hollywood, even.

Sehe: Yeah. You know who Bill Tilden ig?

DePue: Yeah.

Sehe: He played tennis and beat Bill Til den.

would have loved that son of a gunyred juice lined up, no meats. He was a
vegetarian, smaller than I, but slenderer, a toothpick.

DePue: We got on this subject because we were talking about your mother. How
would you describe her personality?

2 William Tatem Tildenll (February 10, 18938 June 5, 1953), nickname8ig Bill," was an American male
tennis player. He is often considered one of the greatest tennis players oé alliltden was the World No. 1
player for six years from 1920 through 1925. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Tilden)
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She made certain that [emotionally] orexgon graduates from high school.

Irene and Fran left, and they became domestic help. John was deceased. All of

us had been sickened by a diptheri al [
to go to school .06 So, anyt hetmgout hat |
wanted to go through school. My younger brother, unfortunately, the war

changed him. He joined up, but he started drinking,
and he got into GuEaget an did
about it, just mention _
responsibilityl 6 m t he only one 't
high school. ;

All right, letos gog i tical
fourteen. My brother and I, we were togeth#r
the time. This doctor & i gur e
di dndét die! Later, | wke w Al |
night wewould go out together, scrounge wood for,
the stove in the kitchen. Well, we lived in this
house, all that shit, got wood, coal, along the R
railroad. He was a weaKlldtents didnot
eating anything. Finally, he got sick, and they appeared in his formal portrait.
coul dn 6 tut Hd sged eughing, and oporits for Sane mhen
there was a gray, foidmelling membrane. The he graduated, and he soon
bacterial feeds on the mucus of the throat. Actually®" "® N%:
he strangled to death.

My ol der sister, Fran, and |, we di
little swab and clean his throatit every day. We should have reported this or
somet hi ng. My mot her didndét know eithe
with this. So, eventually, it was too late. He died. | started getting little
symptoms of it. SoWecdlddehedctoryDrmot her s ai
Hetherton. He came thei@,Ho | yohehstays. MAYou guys got
They took a culture, and it was too | a

Diphtheria, you said, was what you both had?

| got the vaccine, though. | wagk for two weeks. See, in him, it went way
down into his throat. | had it up in here. But | went to the hospital, you know.
They cleaned all that stuff out, and | got the vaccine.

But it sounds | i ke your brother didnot

No,hedi dnodt . He died, and we were quaran
fiKkeep Out, Diphtheriad6 And t hey came in, and they
sealed it tight, no funeral or anything. Out they went. That affected me and my
mother a lot. Then, that afteroi, | went out to the hillside where my brother

and | would sit, looking at the stars at night. See, usually my brother and |

used to go sit and talk over what we were going to do. In 1933 andfthrty
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was the century of progress. He would hang aroumdiefson Garage; he used
to work with cars.

That was the Worldés Fair in Chicago.

Yeah, it was the Acentury -tofir Weltbogr es s,
he got to know the manager of the auto sales, and John knew cars and all of
thatAnd so, the guy invited him in, fAWou
go with him. And the other guys coul dn
wow! Anyway, thatdés just... My brother
of this.

Thi s i s whattthe dathned fgreily. Sde,rwgen my mother
died, Margaret was named executor of the estate. She and her husband took
most of all. Irene took some, and my wife and | were miles away, in
Mi nnesot a. My wife and | came mdre. We
all that stuff, all furniture was goneothing for usMy mother had owned one
of those old kitchen cabinets, with a flour bin in up here and all that, a classic
antique

A cabinet? Yeah.

All that old stuff, you know. and a round table, oy third youngest sister,
Ma r g a Angway, her husband was an assBolee got kicked out of the
Armyd They took everything. I 61 | get bacl

So, I went, and | grabbed some sandwiches and some other stuff. |
went over where we all sit, and | just gatvn there. | feel that time just
passed. | got cold, so | sneaked back in the house, and | got a couple of jackets
hanging in this closed space for work clothes, near the entry. | could get into
the side door and get a jacket without them knowing it.

lsai d, AJohn, wedre going to make it
good only with his hands. | was just starting to be a freshman then. | said,
AJohn, youdbre going to graduate with n

youbre goi ng wi damisethreughca high séheopdiplomhataadt p r
B.A., M.S. and PhD degrees and think of him often.

When | was going to school, younger than my older siblings, my
mo t h ®Reme&mber, | told you that she wanted me to go on as far as | was
able. She did the work. My dawvas actually lazy. She stoked the furnaces;
she built the coal bin, carried out ttkinkersand all that shit. We slept on a
second floor, heated by only the stove in the kitchen. In the stairway, in the
stairway door closed to the bathroom here anditeben over there. | would
come down those steps, all dressed, ready for school, sit. | would not open that
door until she came and called me to get up. She knew | would be sitting back
there. Thatodés what she wantedr for me
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Sehe
DePue:

Sehe:

knew that her son, Charles, would be the only one to succeed. This is what |
dondét understand, Mark.

| was born February, so | went to the first grade right away. You
know, you have that time, anysomdy born
thefirstan d s e ¢ o nldvengto thaedsecénd grade, Esther Schultz was
her name. Oh, | can send you a list of some valentine cards from those in my
class, if you want.

Eska? Eska Schultz?
Esther Shultz. | 6ve gott awaséa&t of that

Thenextyeddl canodt thdh&mofuwphasedl|l e ¢
third grade. All right, in those schools, the Sixth Street School, it was a new
one, just built a year before | entered. My oldest sister and them, they went to
the union schoolThawa s a s c h o o Imortuéry. Anywap, atthe t 6 s a
union school, the classes are double, in the same room. First and second grade

were | i ke this. They have movabl e chai
way it was. The same teacher would leefget the first graders going; give
them an assignment. Then shedd wal k ov

assignment, so forth, for the year.

September was time for me to go. | was supposed to go to third grade,
so | go up t o ¢theahirchgedetandfthe mwth gradd, yeahr e 6
| was supposed to go to third grade when | went up there, but all fifteen chairs
were filled. This was on the thigrade side. In the fourth grade, there was
two chairs open. So | come up and sat down in Engks), sat in there.
Anot her guy come up, and he | ooked, an
because | thought, Youdre a buddy. So,
fourth grade, not the third, which we skipped. You know what saved us, the
two clowrs (laughs)? They reviewed what they had in the third gi&fde.
picked up on the review quickly, and I got it. Oh, | hoped to remain there.

This explains one of my curiosities. You got yourself advanced one grade
level this way.

Yeah. | graduad at seventeen. | should have been eighteen.
That 6s why the math wasndét working out

|l didnodét either. Butdiadhot hendemrsthamnd
hand; they helped me all the way thrbué\nd fifth and sixth grade, Bertha
Johnson, oh, OB hes WwaWhatads Jowaagliéhat, a person
thatdés not married, maiden, you know.
wondered about her pay. In my class, she wore the same fadedigrsen

that Irene saw four years earlier!
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What | want eFilstdof al befave we get te the Depression, was
your family religious? Did you grow up going to church?

My mother made sure that | went. She was Catholic, but she neverowent

church. Sheds Polish, another Polish t
where she wantesbmeone to carry on the faithMy brother, John, made his
first communion. Thatoés all, as far as

holding his communion cardistill miss John.

Anyway, | went there every Sunday. We had the nuns teach us. And |
was the only Sehe in the class. An act of faith, an act of love, and all the

prayers, I could tell them. See, this
writing; | could recall and keep up. My mother realized that. But they
woul dndét | et me be altar boy, because

| mean, she got her clothes from the seelbadd store and so forth.

There was a small, Irish church, but thessre no Irish there. Geneva
Is Swedish and Italian. Capone made certain that the Italians south of State
Street would run the taverns and restaurants there, and the Swedes would run
the north part city council and mayor.

Was there a State StreetGeneva, as well, because State Street in Chicago
was one of the dividing lines in Chicago?

We had a State Street dividing the ethnic groups. And every year, when | was
small, or high school, junior high, the Swedish Council would come out with a
prodamation, Swedish Days. They got a Swedish padqd TempleéPark, a
carnivatlike atmosphergWe] had a blast, beer all over. Kids would get the
drippies what was left in the glasses. | wore a straw hat and white [and] black
shoes, and all this stuff wgot from the handouts. | looked like an adult,

running around in a fourteen or fiftegearold body. This was fun.

It sounds to me like your mother had a lot of aspirations for you. For you,
especially, more than the rest of your siblings.

[t hink thatds what it was; I firmly be
be the one ®

Was there some rivalry between the rest of the kids or
No. Maybe between the sisters, but | d

If I can, | want to make sarl understand and make sure that whoever
encounters this understands. Your brother passed away in 1936, when you
were fourteen years old?

Yeah, he was sixteen.

10
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He was sixteenWhen you were talking, you were talking about wanting to
take himspiritually with you through the rest of your journey through life. Is
tha

Yes.
And that had to be a powerful motivator as well.

My mot herds help did it all, helped. T
school, they knewwhat lwasidoog t here. And hereds hov
mistake. | did the basics. Boy, | knew history. And | went back in, oh, 1918 or

1917, trouble with the World War | in Europe, and all that. So, that | know.

An ot h el knew geagraphy. | can tell you right now theographical, the

eastern coastal plainsandguls opi cal , all the way baclk
still with me. My own children dondot K
dondt. They still are the fullness of

Then, teachers had classescles. We had to take algebra. |
struggled through that. But then it came to the electives. | was told | could
take either geometry or art. Geometry,
wel |, and geometry, youobre tadahktngdoabéo
The irony here is that, during World War Il, | had to know geometry and trig
to fire a gun at an incoming plane.

So I took art. My vyears through t ha
a spare room, the artists. She [the instructor] had heroem. They had us
together, all in our classroom. Sheod
particular assignment. First, she asked us to do advertising, write something,
do somethinWelll, thowgdd éLi febuoy soap
designing a box to put it, you know, everything. | did that, and | put bubbles
on their and rubbed Lifebouy [brand] s

doing that. Youdre not attracting anyb
flow. Keep thatinmid, Charl es, symmetry, design
didndét hit me until | gardened, see? |

without the encouragement.

This is the standard for improvisin
The damned skateboards thaath 6 r e f arting around with
eighty, ninety, $100éit depends on the
eighteeninch planks, two by two. [We] took some old skate wheels, got an
orange crate box for the thing, put on tomato cans for refledur the lights.

Then another thing we did was the rubb
Get an old tire. ltdéds in that report.,
fights with that, and thatdéds how | &6d s
all that.

Bullets being what, nails, or something like that?

11
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No, no, no. They were just rubber, inner tube, see?
What were you using for bullets, though, just rocks?

No, the bullets were inner tube rings, the same as rubber &a®lsyou put

them on. 1t0s just | ike you would do w
we had a gun. And the trigger for that deal was the trigger finger. The
clothespin half was the hammer. 1to6s a

Yeah, | did red about that.
Oh, yeah.

So, obviously your family was not well off. What was your father doing, once
the Depression hit?

Not much. He sat on the porch. He would say hello to any person who would
pass by him.

So, he lost his job?

He |1 ost hi s | o bJustfndaut hbvhotdine is. Fighteens e e é
seventy and the Depression was 1936, so

So he would have been fiftyine or sixty when the Depression started.

Yeah. See, theyodre notngotnonghtoehsbpeaeh
Oh, yeah, they did give me a high scho
programs that the city and the school had? The city had hired me.

This is the humorous part. They cleaned the streets. See, the damned
Swedeswanted acleant r eet, same as the Dutch. W
State Street first! They started up on Eighth Street, and they asked us to go all
the way down to the river, First Street, sweep the street. Halfway down is a
tavern.The name eludes me right now; itpopsiand Sweh 8onoés
Tavern. But all that damned tobacco, snuff and whiskey. The police chief, the
fire chief, the street foreman and the alderman, the mayor were all Swedes,
most of them first generation. Well, sotnevhat do you call them nadvthe
real sonof Sweden. These workmen would stop at this tavern.

But the tavernds closed at 7:00 1in
crew. They said, AYou wait here, Charl
brooms. o6 (both | augh) Thiatrowglethet ar ound
back, and they had breakfast. Then they come out. Oh, they all used a Swedish
phrase that remains an enigma to me. Then, when they spit snuff, there was
this famous Swedish wordou go, (sneezing soundjvee fon boogala pork
(DePue laugs) | still remember, whatever the hell that meant. But they came
out without spit. I candét think of tha

12
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The store, meat store, was a regul a
butcher. They called it Johnson and d¢iMeat Market. Sawdust [was] on
the floor, agood smelling, clean floor smeAnd then turkey day,

Thanksgiving, theydd have |ive turkeys
Everyday 1 6d come there and help them
none!

Does that mean your family had turkey on Thanksgiving?

We got a free pig.

A pig? A whole pig?

Oh, I wi sh | did haveéall right. You K

Farmers, they marketed too much milk. Prices were very bw. T

government dumped the milk in the curbing, or they fed it to the hogs. The
farmer finds out that the sowbds got si
theydébve got to feed them. So what they
loose, at night. If yoean catch one, you can take it home.

Oh, | have to give you this axiom t
communism, capitalism, socialism, all the definitions, with the cows.

With cows?

With them using cows to explain.

That wouldbe interesting.

Right. 16d find it, but | wondtd get it
What do they call a cow in Russia?

No, the countr§

Soviet Union?

No, tWheadé 6 sYou dgotesdcialism, ob

Communisn?

Communism. You start with two cows. Communists would come in, shoot
you and take both cows. Socialism, the
the milk, take other cow and, and sell it back to you.

Capitalism?
Capitalism, you wouldell one of the cows, and buy a bull. (DePue laughs) |

have to show you that. There is just a lot of stuff in my brain.d get
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DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

Well, one of the things that | read, in getting ready for this, is that your family,
once the Depression hit, was aclyai relief for a while?

Yeah, there was
Federal Emergency Relief Program?

Yeah. We didnét call it wel fare; we ca
program, and you were allowed staple food items that were distributed once a
mont. Is that on there?

Yeah.
These food items would be powdered mil
some fat, and oranges once in a while,

come until Christmastime or something like that. My mother wasod g

though; she knew how to bake, bake bread and so on. She would also get tips
from her friend, Edward Heyn, the German baker, a refugee from WW II.
Mother got day old rolls each week. She made certain that we were well fed,
and | was well dressed.

You mentioned, though, that when you w
let you be an altar boy. So, was there a stigma that the family was on relief,
like that?

Il think, it could be that. I tos the ma
is. And | think that my father and mot
acceptance.

Before | forget, in any case, when we were younger, we played in the
streets, street corner where | |live, t
family. They cane over from Telemark [Norway]. Hitler changed a lot of this
stuff, though. He [the neighbor] came over here, and he had four daughters,
two twins, two sets of twins. And the younger one, Barbtmasn, | liked
her . I didndt knowvamet., Weebed, pdmdy weedd dp
street corner. What el se? All these ga
to those in an enclosed circle. But anytime Barbara was there, | felt good. And
t hen when s hSheHacatd le jn byp9Dd. Bametinesil d f ee |l é
The nights that youdéd study for an exa
she was a junior. She wa-tregywusee.l eap Vye
didndot ask her because | was embarrass
woul dndt agkedhernl ess |

To the prom?

To the prom. And | d®iitdvasdntthe guditoriud | we nt a
looked in the basement windows, saw her dancing. Well, years later, after the

~

war, | came back and paid my respect to Mianen.S h e  sCharlss, A
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Sehe:

DePue:
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what 6s the matter with you?d She said,
said, Al didndét know. o0 She says, @Al kn
have | i ked to have you. Il just wasnot
feelings toward me. Tdse pains remain within my inner self still. | was a

naive lad and at the poverty level.

Well, sometimes, you know, life takes those interesting turns.

Oh, sur e. I wasnodét ready, mentally.
And certainly i n yo uhosetunnd, iespundsbke.6 ve h ad
| al ways thought aboutOhjytuknoBheds t he o
| wanted to ask yad

Oh, | didndét gedx back to the altar boy

No. | wanted to ask you. One witent he t h
a lot about your life in the last newsletter and since you got out of the Navy.

One of the things you talked about was the home that you had. Maybe this is

earlier in your life, but it sounds like there was a period of time that that the

house wagery primitive.

(laughs) Yes. Our first house was on River Street, and it was an old frame
house, twestory. There was no central heating. We had kerosene lamps for
lighting. And we had a four top black stove, they called them. It had four top
lid openings.

A cook stove?

Yeah. And this was in the kitchen. The heating of the other rooms was
absolutely no heating. But we did have soapstone slabs for the bedrooms. In

ot her words, wedd depended upon mot her
stones on the stove to warm, wraps them in a towel, brings them upstairs to
warm the bed for wus. Because a | ot of
down outside. 0 mean, thatodés how

So, no indoor plumbing.

No indoor. We had a tweeater. V& did have the money for lime, so we just
kept that on. During the hot, summer days, that aroma filled the air around our
nei ghboro6s house.

The lime would be to get rid of the stench? Is that what it was?

And kill the germs too, yeah. But timeighbors had a rose garden next door.
You couldndt tell i t wa s Rathertsyeh, lieth r d e n (
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Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:
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she was an aristocratic, English woman. We all called he Réthertry She

had what they called the Little Traveler shop. By littkeveling items filled up

her store. She traveled in all tleylishst uf f . And youdd gi ve
for each item.

|l bought a | ot of those ring games;
try to put them back together. It would be twenty cents; dbimgs were a
nickel, all that, a | ot of Japanese 1in

these would eventually be antiques, Japanese fans and hats. Anyway, she
owned our old house on her property.

Apparently, she and her husband wanted to befiildad. She had a
house up on the hill, near Geneva, across the river. She talked to my mother,
says, fiYou can have the house up on th
Mother accepted. And | wanted to get rid of the old house too.

So, justbecauscshe di dnodét | i ke the stench from
a house?

She wanted to expand though, anyway. E
We didndét have shades. They were torn

that covered the windows. Weiny dad sits on the porch. One Fourth of July,
he had what you call two inchers, fire crackers. See, then, back on the Fourth

of July celebration, fireworks were ch
bombs. | mean, that was packed with a lot of penwd/e used to go around
and throw them in the water. Then youb

Well, my dad had these two inchers, like that. And he sat on the porch and
light them and throw them out onto the lawn.

Just tossing them out in the g&r

To toss them. But he tossed some right
blow out the damned windows of the house and damaged the front door (both

| augh) . Sheed,s Is twildryway, thedrade was made.

Everybody rode in a rented akiwith solid rubber tire wheels, no pneumatic

stuff, up the hill. I watched my mother. She was walking across the State
Street bridge, carrying our cat. See,
about moving. She was carrying the cat in her arms.

Cap, did you sagr cat?
Cat.
A cat.

Meow, meow, a cat. Then, when we got into the newer house, | saw the
overhead | ights, and thereds a pushbut
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oldest sister, Irene, kept pushing the buttons off andvimther looked inside
the house. She worked outside; she knew right away what had to be done.

So, she set the thermostat. We had electric, and we had a stove, a

furnace, with big ducts like octopus arms, going to each room. and a coal bin,

cellardoor] i ke, you know? So we started

or d

She coul dndét buy the anthracite coal,

that smoke in the house. And my dad would forget to close the damper
sometmeT hat 6s nomagmod, t hat

Did you have indoor plumbing in that house?
Yes.

This must have felt like you guys were living in luxury, to suddenly have a
house with indoor plumbing and electricity.

Oh, sure.
When did that happen? How old were you then?

Letds see. Oh , it has to beé That o

S ri

go to theé Not the first grade, but éye

went back over. At that switch, it had to be in the new school, so | had to be
over there in thid and fourth grades. That would be 1923, twesgtyen?

What about 1930, thirtpne, that timeframe?
Yeah, thatoés about it.
After the Depression, then?

Yeah.

After the beginning of the Depression. | wanted to finish off thorning,
before we do lunch, by talking a little bit about your high school years. Where
did you go to high school?

Geneva Community High School. Youb
No, | told you, I like to get plenty of backgroundrée

Geneva Community High School. They

re g

di d

everybody walked. Some of those students had their parents drive them there.

Al right, in the second house, we |
a half blocks to the higschool. | had to go down the hill, cross the river to
State Street and up the hill to the school, nineteen and a half blocks | got.
Sometimes at lunchtime, | would come back. | would go from that school, run
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home, get something to eat and go back, a daaste of energy. Lunch was
sugar sprinkled over a lard spread on bread.

DePue: Home was a mile away, right? More than a mile?

N

Sehe: |l mean, itds just a waste of energy.
trade his bologna sandwich for one of mine.

DePue: Youbre still a skinny guy.

Sehe: Yeah. Letds seeé And then, on the way
do this now because of state law involving hiring teenagers for work.
Mrs.Ruf us Bennett, thatods i mportant becse

Companywas there. They ground flour, corn. Mother Hubbard is one of the

products. Anyway, her husband had died. She always greeted me with treats

on my paper route. And then | would go past the mill itself, and on the second

or third floor would be my cousin,ee, f r om my -deughteh the 6 s st e
second marriage. And she, Margaret, Marge, would wave. Her hair [would be]

al | full of flour and dust. |l 6d go on,

Sometimes | could walk across the dam, the damned thing had those
two by twelve timbes all around, no flow of water over the dam, stink, you
know? But later | know they redid it. | saw water rushing over it. Everybody
comes out there, where River Fox flows

At the first corner of State Street
was the chef fireman, muscular, oh, that son of a gun, Cy Hendrickson, that
was another Swede (laughs), Cy Hendrickson. | used to watch him. This made
an impression on me, so | have to mention Cyrus Hendrickson. He was a
blacksmith, shoed horses. | know how to saderse, if | have to. He makes
gadgets, just for the hell of it. | had a tin man before that damned moke, |
Wizard of Oz ] wa s Thenv wemtéup the hill, and passed the Italian
owned Little Owl TaveriHe 6 d wave. The place was in
Capone. Pet&obel he was the junk man and also the street foreman.

Now, see how we were going to a mov
still the same time period. [l 6m] abou
In order to go to the movie, it cost teants, twentyfive cents for an adult. To

make that ten cents, | had two options. | could go down to the river with a

box, collect clams.

DePue: Collect what?

Sehe: Clams.

3 The Wizard of Ois a 1939 American musical fantasy film, produced by M&oddwyn-Mayer, in which the
heroine, Dorothy, meets the $earow, who wants a brain, the Tim Woodman, who desires a heart, and the
Cowardly Lion, who needs courage. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wizard_of Oz (1939 _film))
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Oh, clams.

Mussels, because the button industry used them clams. Thelyeul drilled

holes in them to make buttons. Then, [in] the 1940s, they went to plastic. But

you get one cent for each clam youdd f
blued it depends on the species and cdlgro u g e t [referrimgitoc e é
recordingdevie ] . Thi s gomed uButr,y 6isf aydu get one
nice color blue, you get two cents for
sell them, and go to the movie.

I f we canét, wedd go to the junk ma
pounds, bt you had to get 100 pounds. He w
We got a wagon, and webd wait, getting

closed the gatéVe 6gd around to the back of the junkyard, pick up a lot of

the scrap there, and come arounchfront the next day, see, and sell it to

him. Wedd get our money tcentsghichweo t he n
divided up between five kids.

After a while, he says, n&heorge, co
called me Georgei Come on ovée.h&oa aemi hhi s he
AYeah. 0o AWhere did you get that?0o AOh,
says, fiYeah, but see, that was in my b
doing?0 He says, ADondét get caught at
gawe us the money. Go to the movie, ten cents.

Another source of getting to a movie, | would take dollar bills from the
movi eds cashier and take the bills to
change for them. | 6d bring vermealfreec k t o
ticket for that eveningds movi e.

Then | had the paper route, when my
thing. That was an important turning point, my life, because | learned to read
more effectively. | learned the political sections of tapgr. | had a route,
hand delivery, thirtsthree customers, and | got to know each one of those
customers personally.

Was that back in the day when you had to go and collect the fees?

No. TheChicago Daily Newsthat guy had to do it. He coudgt some kid;

hedd get in a serious situation. They
It ds | i ke a c oAurpraBeacon Newsedsentweekle d t he
notices to subscribers. Each customer
collect,forunat el y. |l tell you that because
handl e money. 106l tell you that | ater
|l 6ve got to ask you though, Charl es, w

to? | assume these were matinees you were going to
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Yeah, oh, some of them. Now, my time period is 22900. If they show any

silent [silentmovies] t hen it ds a repeat, you kno
Tom Mi x0s; “Bhuayadrhe fondrnyy.one that Tom |
[summarize it] briefly, e, youo6l | know. They robbed
strongbox. What he did, he changed it, opened it, put something in there, and

| ocked it. We didndét see what it was.
the stage and blew off the lock, opened it up, andrgal sandwich. (both

| augh) Must have struck a bullet. That

| saw Frederick March ihes Misérables Cimarronwith Richard Dix,
theHunchback of Notre Dam€harles Laughton. And there was Laurel &
Hardy, Popeye antembeon. Aiha@ahgthes 29081 ¢
Count of Monte CristoRobert Coleman.

And there was a series; they had a Boy Scout series, a series of
fourteen chapters. FIl ash Gordon was o
didndot care for t hos ¢he setorddimetisateyoughh at t
in, you want to say they run chapter two. Then, as you get to three, they run
half of chapter two again and show you
Maynard was the cowboy at that time. Buck Jones, he was the best. He [was]
killed in that Coconut Grove fire.

n
h

But he was in another adventure. Was he Flash Gordon?
No, he was west; he was a cowboy.
Buck Jones was?

Yeah, he was burned to death, the stupid asses. They club had had inward
door exits; all dom were this way, not the outward way, this way. Bodies just
piled up at the door.

Oh, you mean at the door exits? Yeah.

Coconut Grove, Boston, Mass.

(@}

The door exits, nowadays, ités by code
somemorabout your high school time. Youbd
delivering newspapers and how important that was. Your mom wanted you to

go to high school. Side

She wanted me to take over my brotherd
learn responsibilityl never understood her determination to have me do the

4 Thomas Edwin Mix 18807 1940) was an American film actor and the star of many earkst&ie movies
between 1909 and 193Blix appeared in 291 films, all but nine of which were silent movies.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Mix)
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things that others failed to do. | mean, it was understood that | would be going
to high [school], but she wanted me to stay there.

And that was fine with you, it sounds like?
Aslongasa | didndét have to take mat h.

(laughs) Well, you graduated what year then? Was that 1940 that you
graduated?

Forty, June 9, 1940.

June of 1940. By that time, 1939, September of 1939 was when the Nazis
invaded Poland. Were you payingeattion to that? You said you were
delivering newspapers.

Oh, | kbDewHpti wérry about it |l mean, t
AYeah, thereds a war started over ther
over here. o0 See,brtehiocv ema sh erhee; itdheey. 6 riev
not worried about that.o Just that was

Did you do any extracurricular things in high school?

Yes, I was a football water boy. I cou
football, and the coach, Nelson, he was a damned Swede. God, he had a whole
Swedish team. | get that. Carl Nelson was his name. Carl Nelson, and he had a

good team. I gotanoldelmetb ut it woul d col |l apse. It
somet hi ng | i kse ttohoatb,i ga fsouwi tmet. h aHed as k e
run very good. fil got just the jJob for
And by God, did that, Wedamadwdtezihped. Al |
milk bottle, you know, you had six bottles for creanmt gize, glass bottles.

Milk carton? Milk case?

Wire, carry it in a wire basket.

Right.

And the milkman would loan us all of them for a free pass to a game.

Right.

|l had water in it. Ihéalso gheelme almxof t he wat
white wafers. They were energy wafers. Every time we had a time out, |

would go wup, |l 6d have a towel and all
and 16d go out there and watch them; t
said A These are your energy; Yyou have t

21



Charles Sehe Interview #VR2-A-L-2015016.(8

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

too and go back at the half and all that. But | got to go wherever the team
went, see.

Now, in the northern lllinois, we belonged to the Little Seven
Conference, Geneva, St. Charleatdia, Wheaton, Naperville. But Wheaton
was growing, so was Naperville. So they moved out of the conference. Then it
became the Big Seven. Finally, Il donodt
Ten, now. Anyway, | got to all these different places, agot to travel a little
bit, to all the league games!

Were you just too small to be playing football with the other guys? How big
were you at the time?

| didndédt get much over five foot seven
nine, six foot, 15@ounds or some bigger. We had one guy that was, he was

just like Albert Stark. He would start up. Man, that guy could play basketball,

football, javelin, | mean all around, just like Jim Thorpe, you know, one in a

mil |l ion. Let 6 s s e etlée figldhwijth lilmehbefore the woul d n
game. | 6d get | ime and a runner wheel

Mark it with chalk, then?
Yeah.

At that time, you were in high school. What did you think you wanted to do
with your life?

Yes, Lillian.Lil I i an is my wifeds name (DePue |
says, AEvery damned place you been, yo
Know. | know I had to keep going, but

If I can make an assumption here, these arghtdimes. Your family is poor;
youdre scraping around, making a few c
you were having a good time.

|l wasnodt depressed. I'f | didndét have i
I f | candét ,hoft hearerdbysi mgp askeawste it . I did
us toé Let me see, -al-agypHawleytropigabt € Hawl e
helmet? You know, the ones the African explorers wear, those pith helmets?

Yeah, yeah.

P-i-t-h , pi t h h e |oramttto.remé&nhbart Abatheriomapa guy, his
father worked in a c¢os mkcanitinkaoftheo m. Ther
name of it; it was a |l otionéltalian ba
lipstick or cosmetic accessories. And they later made Ayderked in the

kitchen there. Ayds is A-d-s , I's a reducing candy. I
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time. | wanted something to do during the summer when | was on leave from
lowa, you know, summer?

DePue: Now, wedre way ahead of the schedul e h
Sehe: Oh, I know but | want to tell you.

DePue: Go ahead.

Sehe: They hired me in the Ayds machine. | was overly qualified in chemical

knowl edge, and their BA chemist didnot
how they make Ayds; they put a bunch of minerals in caranmgiwAy, |

gained weight! (both | augh) | was eat.i
Oh, thatodés jumping ahead.Whé&kwerewe?back i

DePue: What you wanted to do with your life.

Sehe: Oh , | didndét Kknow. |l really didndét kno
DePue: You graduated in June of 19407

Sehe: Un-hmm. Oh, then, | realizedé See, the

was mobilizing; | knew that.

DePue: Selective Service passed in September of 1940.

Sehe: Yeah, but the government also had the CC program.

DePue: CCC.

Sehe: Civilian Conservation Corps, thatods in

turning point, if | wanted it. They were hiring youths from high scéoolé m

not eighteen nod they go out into the forest and help reforest areas they

would burn out old tush areas in the national parks. Yellowstone was one of

the first; they built the cabins out there and all that, but Army style. They had
drills. They had to conform to an Ar my
stuff. |1 6ve use fAthat stuffo a | ot.

Then | thought, my uncle was in the Navy, World War I. He came
back. Hell, that could be all right. A
made that decision, the county nurse <c
now; Yyoudre sevértaeen, 0 yYyomeae ,gsthet ava ¢
to do this state law Regs or Relief Program trick.

DePue: She expected you to move out from the house?

Sehe: Ease the burden. Either you get a job or ship out.
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DePue: This might be a good place forustostopinther ni ng. Wedl | go &
get |l unch, come back, and wedll start
does that sound?

Sehe: Yeah, | et me talk to that. Anyway, she
| 6m getting tired.

DePue: That 6s why | wantloijust kakew breaknmogy ant get you some
water.

(end of transcript #1)

Interview with Interviewee Charles Sehe

# VR2-A-L-2015016.02
Interview # 2: April 14, 2015
Interviewer: Mark DePue
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Note to the Reader:Readers of the orhistory memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Prediential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: This is Mark DePue, Director of Oral History of the Abraham Lincoln
PresidentialonLitlthrearay .t eWem®@roen of April
my second session with Charles Sehe. This morning, we talked about your
years growing up in Geneva, lllinois, during the Depression, some hard times,
but it sounds like you had some fun anyway, growing ue.l&ft this morning

with you just about ready to enlist in
story there?
Sehe: Thank you. Yes, there were some enjoyable moments in my time. With the

knowl edge t hat \alseacirotmilocagpaperadhato s s é
delivered that Europe was now at war with Germany, actually, the United
States also started mobilizing. But they instituted a new program for the
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young people. And this was called the Civilian Conservation Corps. They
enticed the young mentoenlistdant heyd6d be given free D
even a bit of shopping money.

But when you talked about that this morninigounded like that it looked
way too much like Army life to you.

Yeah. | read in the paper that it was good for us; theyestéilding parks

and clearing forests. But they had the regiment of Army. One had to learn
marching drills and so forth. And | ju
arrangement . Not that | disliked the A
c o u | Hooté@ tifle accurately. | never shot anything other than a slingshot.

And the Navy appealed to me. That | recall. My mother also mentioned that

her brother, Martin Cornica, was in the Naval service in World War I. So, |

t hought, Thatodés a good i dea.

So, ®veral of us of Geneva, we walked down to Aurora, lllinois, just
ten miles south of us, to the Naval recruiting office. And there was about
seven of us. | think almost fifteen or seventeen groups were already there. Oh,

there was a guy é tfram St.fChades an@ ene feoma |, one

Oswego and EI mé ilbun;t rhaatt ThE/l gathened us t

around, and he said, fANow, | isten care

AYoubre part of government property, vy

fort h. o And he said, fALast things first
f

S
under eighteen. o0 So, about our of us

parent sd peSomyrmsothergaveitt o 0 €
Reluctantly?

She wanted to keep me home,dacs € € dondt know. Somehow
she thinks | would benefit the family more at home. But | did enlist, and |

went to Great Lakes Naval Training Station, up in North Chicago, about

ninetymiles.

The thing that struck me is, you all went dowrddrom what | had read, you
enlisted on Thanksgiving Day?

Yeah, November 26 was a Thursday, and Thanksgiving Day is always on the
last Thursday.

But I 6m just surprised that the recrui
Day.

Mark, theywere open all day, (DePue laughs) Sunday if needed. Apparently,
they had to have a quota. This is what | found out later. And if they meet the
guotBawé& anyway, then they said, fAYou c
we 61 | have a bus r.etadSo florweynotu. comi ng
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Being processed a

can send money
the first ti me

contract.

ho
|

me
eve

t Gr eat L

t o h

el

Py

r heard o
pay, ashdwymehow the percentage, whatever you earn. Tweray
dollars a month was the initial pay for a recruit. So, | did; | signed that

akes, t he
our paren
f t he wor

To speed up, in other words, go back up to the time of my discharge
from the Navy, my mother returned all timney that | sent to her of those
allotment payments, that | sent her. She sent back all the money. | had over

$400, something like that. She worked inthe Burgéssr t on épi st on

She packed piston pins for the war effort.

That was the thing. EBn by 1940, the production was going up. The country
was coming out of the Depression. There was lots of work to be had.

It was just coming out, yes. It was still slow, slow for the economy, but not for
war supplies. In other words, those industties were already geared swiftly

to change into a war protection specification, they got the money, grants. For
example, Hawley Tropical pith helmets to steel helmets, Italian Balm lipstick
casings to bullet casings and Burgékston piston pins for cate piston

pins for tanks, trucks, etc.

Did you know your mother was saving this money for you?

| did not know until | got it, until | came home.

That says a | o

[ didnot t el |

and she was si
Then she says,
question loudly.

During the

think in milit

t about

your

mo

p i

t her , doe

h de knew that ahe wac weasover.d catmeo me .
back; | walked back from the train depot in Geneva. | just opened the door,
in the ki

t ot

ng

ACharl es?o

tedthad vy s ,

C

~

tchen. Sh

t r aThare wagtwedlvh weeks at thath a d é
time, eight to twelve. The initial thing was to get organized and have you
about

ary

t e

rms

Wait a minute, not just military tens, Navy terms, | would guess.

iYea

what you

Well, this is it. And so, the first thing they send you through is to find out just
candot do.

what vyou can d

passed the English

t he medi cal
went through t
scars,andthe al ways
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DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

dead. I have, now, over the agrmh
scar across here.

Right on your wrist, close to your wrist.

Right. My mother kept the butterrkiin the kitchen, up above the flour bin,
and ités a little too high for me

you c

t o r

sourdough. | reached up, and it fell and cut across here. In my younger years,

you could very easily see. They could readily see it.

Then | hae another scar, right here on the kneecap, across, a chip out
of the kneecap, the patella. My brother, John, and | were cutting the kindling

wood from the telephone poles that were in the back lot. The lllinois Bell
Phone Company offeréd Heir yard wasight across the field, and we knew

that 0 we went there. They would allow us to have the scrap. And he had an

axe going like that. And for some pieces, | had to hold them. But the axe

slipped, and it come across twoscars hi s an

that identify me, in case they wanted it.

But they obviously figured out you were fit for duty, otherwise?

And they took your weight, look in your teeth. | had several teeth, all molars,

missing. And it was infected. This was befbreent. | had to go back to the

dentist. So he | ooked at it. Il says, 0
even though | got this?06 He says, HfAHel
war was on. Thatodos just t htaotheafle of hi s
range, and they had the old 1903 rifle, bolt aciion
Springfield rifle.
|l dondt Kknow. |l didndét hit anything, b
wasnot steady enough. Youdre supposed
didndét hit the papeard t arget, though. I

The swimming test came next. They give you Navy swimming trunks,
o h ma n, matelokitghg woel. It looks almost like a bikini now, with a
trouser. So they had our group in there, and jeeg, éhe guy s é Most of
just dove in the water and out the oth
AHow deep is it?0 He says, Alt doesnot
other side.o | said, fABut | dsemdpt swin
four feet.d So | got eased down in the
the other side. 0 AndHelsaysidisamethifgll dondt
dog paddled across, but | was tired. But that helped.

Going back into 1944, at the islaRdopriano Corsica off the coast,
where the submarine net protected us, vanquished our fears. These guys
woulddivedl 6 m ahead of dtheseguyswoelddive gffihe n o w

highest place of the ship, into the water. | was on the blister shell, which
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Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:
DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

comesdown around the ship to protect the steel armaredblisters that take
the torpedo before it hits. So | get on it, and | get to the nets from here to
about where your car is parked.

Oh, about 100 feet or so, it sounds like.

It was a littlelonger. But | got to the net, all right. This was in the

Medi terranean Sea. Now, salt water sup
keep floating |Ii ke a plump man. And |
went back. | should have waited untgat the strength. | turned around to go

back to the ship; Il got about a third
make it. I didndédt want to struggle, s
Richard Gugianfrom Brooklyn, Richard Gugianl think New York, all the

New York people swim around docks. He
Apparentl vy, | He duilledl mé kiack o ¢ha blister, ané | said,

AHel |l , that was my | ast swimming. 0O

0

|l 6m wondering, i f you diessisthatyokhadw how
never been on a big ship at the time you decided you wanted to join the Navy.
Would that be right?

|l didnodot really. I was thinking of a d
looking things.

| guess I 6m pushoserubé& Naay, yeven t ho
how to swim and all.

My guess is yes! Mark, again, I just d
And youdve already explained why, but

My wi fe today, she says, fiYou really d
(DePue laghs) All through my period of sixtjwo years that we were

married, she says, AYou stil/] dondt Kkn
bal ance t he books:month$ériedthatreguiredigétting f or a
the bills. | can write the checks, but | forgetrecord their entry.

In your defense, Charles, at seventeen, what does any of us know of the world,
right?

Yeah.

Webl |l take you back to basic training,
other memories of basic? Do you remembminydrill sergeants, anything like
that?

t her ed

No. Hereds another thing that bo
20 recru

company. Therebds 120 peopl e, 1
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DePue:
Sehe:
DePue:
Sehe:
DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

the mess hall. This was about Christmastime, about a week @Hfostmas;
this would be fortyone.

You got there in 1940, November of forty.

Yeah, Christmas of 1940, tMKNemaddds it. Be
witnessed the same situation event t ha
were both togethreat that time. And now, | tell you, we were marching along,
and there was a radio tower that rose
someone climbing halfway up. We watched him. The petty officer in charge
of our company sai d, ewatdlzedit [Hoclindbed] we h al

hal fway up and jumped. Now, this is De

know, had parents who were killed in an auto accident, coming to visit him.

(emotionally) The ground was frozen; h
So,lddnét f eel | i ke eating right then

afford to miss any. (laughs) My wife K
Then, this was about midway through my training. | was in company 120, and

| caught a cold, a sore throat. TheYle@a it catarrh fever at that time;aet-a-

r-r-h, catarrtt. My throat was already sensitized by a previous illness.

The diphtheria from earlier in your life.

And the doctor reckonedéhe asked me. F
membrane theré. t | ooks oHla keali lted iaté, he said,
not smooth. o Anyway, he suspectedé A We
t hought, and he told my mother and dad
while. o0 So | mi s Beecampany, 420, aradt weottogroup t h a't
131, I think it was, at some weeks later.

| read earlier, that you started in company 122.

Thatobs it

And you graduated in company 130. Does that sound right?

That s right, vyeah.

So,youdi dndot graduate with all the peopl ¢

No. They graduated, and the entire company of 122 were assigned to-the BB
39.

Is that theArizond?

SCatarrh fever is anld term that was used for the group of respiratory tract diseases including the common
cald, influenza, and lobular and lobar pneumo(ligtps://medical
dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/catarrhal+fever
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DePue:

Sehe:

(quietly) YeahBB-39, USS ArizonaAt graduation, now, they did the sam

thing. They issue you a clean mattress cover, never been used before. You

leave the one at the barracks. You come into a large conference, like an

auditorium, long table with chief petty officer and officers in the back, to

make sure everything is dorteetway it should be. You bring this mattress

cover up, and put it on the table. The
petty officer stays in the back, to make sure they do it correctly. Then officers
make sur e t hd&hegstencd Thy goed ldrge stanal.é

Our company now has 120 men. Half of 120 is sixty. The first half of
that company that we had were assigne@irinong because they were filling
guotas. They already knew war was goin
when, butthewer e i ncreasing the shipds compl
of our company went to th&rizonag and | was fiftyone, number fiftyone.
That second half went to tidevada | was disappointed, because then the
Arizonawas a flagship. In other words, ey#ting spic and span for the ship.
But thePennsylvanid@8B-38 actually was the admiral fleet ship. Let me get
on. So | ended up on tiNevadawhen itwent out to Pearl. Now, at that time,
they foll owed Al fred Mahanodos ptwereory of
Is offensive, not defensive. All these dreadnoughts England put out, His
Maj est y o6 sDremdnoughtiron[clachirelp12 started the retce.

Yeah, theHMS Dreadnoughtvas this revolutionary kind of battleship that
was made early in the twieth century by the British, and it changed
everything in terms of what battleships were going to be like.

It did. This was where the important ships were. ActuallyMiaitor, the
Merrimackdid it.” You see, thélonitor came out before that. Soy

coul dinhbetrée wasnédét any superstructure.
tactic that theMerrimackd i d ndét have.

The armor plating? Oh, the turret that rotated?

Yeah. And theMerrimacki s€hat 6 s one point, then th
Their gurs [were] fifteerinch guns, most of them were eleviech guns.

Anyway, aside from that, | was assigned toNevada And now, the
service of warfare by this mMary diedtr &t e
adversaries declare war on you. So we seatitships in a battle formation.

You align all your ships together. They go out in bditle formation.

A dreadnought is type of battleship introduced in the early 20th century, larger and faster than its
predecessors and equipped entirelihdargecaliber guns. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dreadnought)

’ The battle of thélonitor andthe Merrimackin the American Civil War, a naval engagement at Hampton
Roads, Virginia, a harbor at the mouth of the James River, is notable as histstrgsdirbetween ironclad
warships and the beginning of a new era of naval warfattps://www.britannica.com/event/Batitd-the-
Monitor-andMerrimack
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Naval authorities just recently divided the fleet up, the Pacific fleet and
the Atlantic fleet, into task forces. There were Battleship Division 1,
Battleship Division 2, Battleship Division 3 and 4. Within each group,
hip had
have any carriers. All right, one carrier, they had one cruiser assigned,
destroyer, submarine. That wae tunit; we were Battleship Division 1.

battl es

OklahomaArizona Nevada

al | t hat ,

one

carrier,

aircraft C

t hat 06 sNewetheydnlgsoheithat.
survived from the Pearl Harbor attack. BattleshipehnesseMarylandand

damaged. So

t hat 6s

how t he N

A year before th war, from 1944, we would go out for two weeks, one
unit, Battleship Division 1. They would have a certain exercise to do. At that
time, | was a searchlight operator. But before that, | was assigned to the
Casemate guns, the frnech, fifty -onecal. Thee were ten casemates, five on

each side.

What does casemate mean?

So, the elevation was very limited in it.

That i s

Doesno6t

eel encl
el her e,
degs inhan grhatfacku s e

osure

t

correct.

the turret

And

wi t h an
he open vie

you can

mov e, t ho

openi ng;
k n

w, you 0

Ot shoot a

ugh?

Yes, turrets move, but this is different. These are immovable edssnthese
hold the fiveinch guns. But the turrets were only the main fourieeh

batteries.

So youbod
sounds like.

re | i mi

t ed

i n

Casemate movement

Yeah, the four turrets, fourteen inch. We were five inchel,dheNevada
replaced the casemates with movable twin gun turrets.

| wanted to be a baker. This is where the switch, another milepost. |
enjoyed baking. In Geneva, while in high school, | watched the bakers that
come to work at 9:00 in the evening. On&a n ,
from all back. He would start up an-fited blow torch, and he had to pump
up the pressure, get the oil pressure up. The oven was an open hearth, with fire
i n there.
pfffht.
they glow.Then you shut it down, and then they watch for the indoor
temperature. He has the temperature gauge here. It goes in there, since, you

bricks
sound]

see it. Come

back,
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The orders come down on a shopping, roll paper, a sheet of brown papei?s

just ripped off. The German, Edwalrttyn, he would write down so many

guarts of wat er , Ilhg haa to dosandadil themwhdthe Th at &
wanted out of them. So they knew, and
amount of liquid would tell the baker how many assorted items he could

make. Or, if you had a special order, he would do it. And his spediat,or

also, in holidays, he would roast or bake the turkeys or the hams, whatever,
whoever would bring it. But thatos irr
watched them. | know the recipes, even today.

What | really wanted was a way to get permissamgo to the front of
t he st orY¥ou Idtobnsé td awakn.t t o be wal ki ng a
dark, and a policeman come wal king by.
sai d, AYeah, go get a roll .o So | go wu

To me, that was, mean, | enjoyed it. | copied the recipes. | learned
now, and reflection back, and my wife realized that | was at a point of
starvation. | ate to survive. I didnot
with. But | always waited until | got permission get a roll.

When they made the cakes, they would put butter on the bottom,

grease it, you know. They didn6t use o
which | oosens the baked cake for remov
it. That makesthe&@ c ome out easi er. But t herebd
cake mix on there. And | woul d eat t ha
you were all owed’

The cake crumbs off the bottom of the pans?

Youdbre damned right . ,budtomentmtywagjusti nk t h a
like eating cake, by dammit, coffee and cake.

| bet you the Navy never asked what you wanted to do, did they?

Well, they tried, AWhat are you intere
that s what g twhifrekg htim&ts.alSI t hrough
stil |l doesndét know owhy 6Is6 d rooameVi wp i tga |
anywayd | went up four times without asking her to do anything. I just liked

to talk to her! (both laugh)

Her dad was an old Coast Guarggdaai n. He sai d, fAWhat
coming here? What does he want?0 And L
And you know what her mother said? fiKe

Let s get you bac koutwere tndhe fivgnchgunefo ded up
surface action.
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Allright. The gun captain says, AWhat do you

out. o And then another guy was in an a
wal king by, and he dropped somet hing,
captan says, APick that wup. What is i1it?
with my | eft hand and pthakedde di?to Up.s aHe
AYeah, I|-hawded. d ef@h, good. We got a |
good. o

They got a dummy machire practice loading. It goes this way, and
you got a fiftyfive-pound, st eel slIY@uodrMhads wpEspguesd
throw that into the little breech. Fiffyve pounds was too much. | kept
dropping it, and he di dndem Hequste st eel
said, AWe got another job for you. 0 He
platform. The two weeks that we go out to sea, | had to go up to that damned
searchlight at night. They
call you up at night on
maneuvers.

Where is the searchlighho
the battl eship?
picture of the battleship
here.

Yeah, yo Ulisvse
the Oklahomawire cages o
duri hlygat 6 s why
coul dnAltighg o é
They put them aon t
This is of the oldNevada <

andthewwecaged masts. Tripod masts replaced the USS
masts, the type of observation masts that were common on
The tipod mast? major warships in the early 20th century.

K
=

We

&\' Q«;},

Yeah, on the remodelddevaddater, after Pearl Harbor, at the top, halfway
up the main mast. The crowbs nest is o
that.

How far off the deck would you be?
| 6d say abouallyambstsixyyfeéte et éact u
Thatdés a | ong way up. That was your ba

Yeah. Now, I had to wear earphones, o0k
other guy is on the port side.-We get
sevendegrees| evati ono and so forth from th
an imaginary target out there, but they want us to find it and identify it. Shit,

itds cold up there. But wedre there. A

e

33



Charles Sehe Interview #VR2-A-L-2015016.(8

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

| dondt want tdheggwt t oo far ahead of
But therd

You were assigned to théSS Nevadabut that was BEB6?

Mm-hmm.

Where did you first link up with thlevad&

Graduation, right from training, right from Great Lakes to Bremerton Navy
Yardd S

In Washington State?

Yeah, in Washington State. From Seattle, we " .
crossed the Kal ade Ba
bay; 1t begins with

ry. You
t Sound

Yeah, Puget Sound.

Al right. Bremerton S here;
across the bay. Anywashe was in dry dock. T
increase their shiposRAYS
torpedo tubes they used to have. They used to
have four of them damned things. And they put Charles Sehe in his formal uniform,

. circa 1942, Most of that year the

in some new stuff . | ONEVafl bas in Bydo W, d e g au

cables for mine detectidtBut we had togape  Bremerton, Washington, undergoing
repairs and being up-gunned after it

ey r emo

the barnacles off. All the recruits worked, was heavily damaged at Pearl

scraping that stuff, dust, you know? (DePue  Harbor.

laughs)

This sounds |li ke itdéds not a fun job at

new recruits because nobody else wants to do it.

T h a t rgest. We qust come out, and they said we got to start from the
bottom. Boy, we did. We go to the bottom of the hull, work upward, or we
were up, then we come down on another side. They would inspect the work of
each group of recruits, which one did b&imn, them little barnacles;
theydére just I ike glue.

What did you use to scrape it off? Jus

8 Degaussing ia process in which systems of electricalbbles arénstalled around the circumferemof ship's

hull, running from bow to sternon bothsidBse gaussi ng, when correctly done, n
sensors of magnetic mines, but the ship remains visible to the human eye, radar, and underwater listening

devices. (http://navymuseuco.nz/degaussirghips/)
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Sehe: Oh , the tire iron bl ades were real s h a
wire bristles to clean surfaces.

DePue Before you even did this, whatodos your
battleship?

Sehe: God, | 6d never seen anything |like that
a canoe or a clam boat. Thatodos what |

never vas in a motorboat. A canoe | was, but god that thing was huge.

We spent three days on that hull, and then these officers would tell us
where we got to clean it more. What recruits do, they scrape off all the
barna[cles], clean it again. They found alldsmof weird animals on it, you
know, echinoderms or starfish. Then the crew captain sprayed an oil on the
surface, and that sort of keeps it all clean for a while.

These officers would come down below and inspect the bottom of the
keel, like this. The oler guys that were on duty at the bottom of dry dock. We
were on a two foot by twelvidot plank, sitting, pulling it along. Older sailors
would chew BeeciNut chewing tobacco to keep the dust [out]; they
recommend that. So they tried that with me. IsBys, cand6t do t hat.

keep the dust out.o So I started chewi
that shit. But then the guyheagshedémey
doing it for two days he says, fAWatch
happens. The Navy officers would walk, their white caps, and here one comes,

[ makes a spitting sound] boom. He di dn
say, t he merdus] stsffp me hu

Then the rumors started on the war in Eurdpat of us had free time
to go to Rope Yarn Sunddyrou sit around and shoot the bull, you know,
keep up on youréwash clothing and so f
| met James RobeBingham, Seaman Second Class from Missouri. We got to

know each other for a while. Then he s
as soon as we get away. 0 He says, n Wi |
|l 61l do that. o

And another guyW hsasyswwarfiYesu gendw,ng
anot her guy said, AYeah, o0 he says, 0dl
good question. He says, AWhat the hell
Here wedre tied up, tandem. Yionerdve got
theCaliforniaby it sel f . W&euVaawvlknaim®@esiior t he

Virginia out boar d, t oTeenessegnboandant theMaryland ]
tied in tandem and thidevadan dry dock at Pearl Harbor on December 7.

DePue: You got ahead of me again, here.

°® Regardless of what day it is, when the captain callRépe Yarn Sundayt is a day of idleness from the
usual daily chores of the shit{ps://hornblower.fandom.com/wiki/Rope_Yarn_Sunday
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Anyway, the ship was finally conditiedl. We were all ready. So we set out
for Hawaii, testing all circuits and machinery. It [was] one of those turbulent
fall turnovers, spring and the fall

Changing of the seasons?

Yeah. I got seasick. Her eOthatweheer e t hey
seasi c k. 0 fhdyaseditlte lastaayne, moétly hey 6d say, nASe
come on, |l et 6s go get something to eat
they got pork chops, 0 you know. They s
them. 0 Theusdwhoi sickened. AThey cook
shit. And the guy says, fAWell €06 But th
arrived at Hawaii, and ever since then, | enjoyed it.

Was that pretty typical?

First day out, yeah. Butllovadt af ter t hat . I was a | o

sittingd | 6 m way & hsian dhe farmawof the ship.

Letds get the ship again, here. The f a

Yeah, way back. Well, itds tdhEeextr eme
screws are down here, two of them. They turned, and | see frothing coming

up. We go | i ke this, three ways, |ike
mesmeri zing, watching the foam appear

Just watchingthe shi6 s wak e ?

Just watching. | says, fAWhere are we g
Whi ch way were they going?06 Right ther
That 6 s Yowelver seehéhe blush morning? Do you know what a blush

morning is?

Blush morning.

Bl ush. What you do though, you say of
the sunrise. Al around itbés just an e
watched that, and | watched thieosphoresce@ ni mal s . Il didndot |
time what they were. That was my enjoyment, like lightening bugs, off and

on, etc.

Now, was this on your route to Hawaii the first time? That was your first
experience doing those kinds of things?

No, | was sick all the way up during out tffem Seattle to Hawaii. (laughs)
No, this is after [the] Aleutians.
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You must have felt pretty happy, once you finally got to Hawaii, after being
seasick.

Oh, yeah. Jeez, | 6m gaining weight; I
senthorem money, $21. Hey, I went ®Brom $21

Was that seaman second class by that time?

Yeah, seaman second class.

Thirty-six dollars a month.

Yeah. And then seaman first class was $54.

Were yod

It el | y oWhatthé lzell would | do with it! | had $54 a modth

A sailor could get himself in trouble in Hawaii with that kind of money.
A lot of them did.

Was Pearl Harbor one of the choicest places to be in the Navy at the time?
| think so, yeah. They optioned for it, yeah.

What was your impression, once you first got to Hawaii, of the islands?

Oh, yeah, itdéds about as tropical, sun,
Oh, they had movies, and a lotggedunkplaces™®

Geedunk

Oh, ice cream parlor. They call it nf a
could do it, 1941, on one doll ar. Come
the launch, the Navy launch, the Liberty Launch, they called it. Thely ato

the landingenlistednan6s | anding, get a bus; it
Honol ulu. What youdve got Il eft of a do
cents; hamburger, fifteen cents; a movie is fifteen cents. Then [it was] twenty

five, fortycents candy bar, nickel, Hershey cal
Bigger than they are today.

Therethetwenty i ve cent ones. No, they must &

a Baby Ruth regular bar, a full bar. Here, like this. This is about the saee si

10 A geedunk bais the canteen @mnack bar of a large vessel of the United States Navy.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gedunk_Bar
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DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:
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five cents. Baby Ruth, Butterfinger, Three Muskete€hsee Musketeers,
vanilla, chocolate and strawberry, all five cents each.

Was there strawberry or marshmallow?

Strawberry. But now they sell it, as just a chocolate piece. Going teteh
anything, but you got t

doesnot cost

| would imagine you could find just about everything, but maybe there was a
shortage of young girls around?

i dnot

bot her .

(0]

bot heruysdndteenorai | or ,

nods and

0 You know, you

overnight,

Well, that didnot

experienced, they hit, like the Black Cat Café Bathesa nd Dii
that. Truthfully, I d

call ed fiHotel Street.

dollars You canodt st édy

Ge e, |l candét i magine

wh at sai

Oh, t Anpwa that was it. And then the Pearl Harbor came.

Before you do that,
withtheUSS Nevada and youobr e
Youdbre going on these
Two weeks, wedd go ou
di vi si on goes out.

But

g

you | us

| or s woul

t hough ,wmontha s s ume

not spending al

maneuver s,

t for t wo weeks.

cBriintuedwr&ining. e

weobdr e i

Did you do some gunnery training, as well, when you were out in the ocean?

Yeah, we dHosk searBhlights, théy got me off of that. Anyway,
thereds two ways
had white thing, black, you know, a circle. Surface guns would fire at them.

Anot her ti me,

n

t hey

t he

di d it .andlthey

dayti me,

theyod

sleeve, a white sleeve. And the aaticraft guns would fire at that. We had
only eight antiaircrat guns, four on each side.

Were they twentymillimeter cannon?

No, these were 551s, no, 525. Yes, diveh AA shells.

What does that mean?

The caliber, yeah, fivénch, 25 caliber.

So, smaller than twenty millimeter walibe.

Oh, no, no. These five inch.
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Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:
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Five inch?

But they were slender. They were long, with powder in the shell itself. But
their case, thereds a casing in them.
powder bags. They got to put fdnig powder bags to slam them. Those
damned shelThse Wwoerieg isdicdy dromttéal | er t ha
shells. Of courddeyggiongn yYyhe kraompét
to lift them. But these other ones, they had the lifts first. But whent e 6 s

fivei nch surface gun, thereds ten people
shell man, thatdds where the |l eft hand

n
h ¢

That was the lethand guy.

First shell man. The captain opens the breech, steps back to right. The first

shell man thrass the shell into this breech, then moves back. The second shell

man takes a shell from a third shell man and hands it to the second for the next
round. Then the rammer rams the shell tight. First powder man puts the

powder in the s htpdwderantHmts the povederen. Anch e f i r
the captain slams the breech closed. They fire; it opens up and repeats.

So, timebs I mportant, dephending on
powder and shells that come from betofour decks belo@ they come up
on a hoist, anthen you have one, [a] fourth shell man here, he eventually gets
It It comes up into the room, the cas
It comes up there, but it takes two men to bring it to the gun.

coul dnét do t hatejd whatddyouchlléyhes t i |

I [ I
st shell man for i1it. They said they
n t at

fir h
di dndét want to go. They respected h
Well then, the tenth man, the tenth man is the water bucket man, in
case of fire., Andhesay8SiHey, say, casemate eight n
Charl es, Il 611 get you some. Sehe, take
and help them out. You dondédt have to s

i n over there. 0 Th adothataith alletHe recryits. 8oa r r a n g
| pick it up, and I brought it into casemate. Then they slammed the hatch shut.

|l coul dndot get out; | had to stay in t
scared Theaet 6b8i &aécr udeBumafteythto,f igtet dii chrgb ta
bother me.

This is kind of a curious question, maybe, but up to this point in history, the
battleship was what it was all about. Did you guys, at the time, have a sense
that the future belonged to aircraft carriers?

No, | but wedhad@atcquple of guys saw that, the guys that operated the
old O2U Kingfisher seaplane. We had two on the catapult, scout planes.
Theydére supposed to scout. They believ
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there was a lot of the younger people cagront of the academy. Of course,
the Taranto Raid, the British torpedoed Italian war ships in the hdrbor.

DePue: Youdbre talking about the battl e alread
Sehe: Well, yeah, they sank the Italian battleships or somettngway, thé
DePue: Let 6s get vy o u-totlateNaveanpdp teneftaimes Was there a

heightened sense of security? Were the sailors being told that there are
negotiations going on with the Japanese; you need to be in a heightened sense
of security?

Sehe: We were awar e, but we werenét told any
DePue: [ Pause to reattach microphone] Make su
ahead.
Sehe: [For] the enlisted men, the only information is the handout from various
levels,a | | the services. We know that some
know how intricate it had become and how critical it was. We knew that it
was scuttlebutt, but we were told that

send out our battleships to meeir battleships. But aircraft carrier stayed
behind the fire line.

DePue: Did anybody think that the war might actually come to Pearl Harbor? Or did
you just figure it would be way out in the Western Pacific someplace?

Sehe: No, thereds a Peater Wranntdeecauthdr af thellook,ghe
brought up an interesting point in the story [bodditle Born Ther eds
pronunciation, Manele Bay and Manila Bay. Now, Manele Bay is in Hawalii;
Manila Bay is in the Philippines. There was suspicion that thergdabe an
attack involving Manele Bay. See the similarity in pronunciatibhat wasn ot
picked up. When it come in radio traff
Philippines would first attack.

DePue: And | suspect that t ¢ndhatéd seamandgecondhe ki nd
class is privy to anyway.

Sehe: No, we werenodot. | wasnot 4Paytatdi ng pri vi
Iwo Jima, because my buddy, Bill, was there, talking on the phone, between
the captaNwm, awael dihe®dt know that.

11 TheBattle of Taranto (Taranto Raithok place one night in November 1940 between British naval forces
and Italian naval forces. The Royal Navy launctiedfirst altaircraft shipto-ship naval attack in history. Its
success augured the ascendancy of naval aviation over the big guns of battleships.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of Taranto
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DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

Al | of this Tcoonmes ristaGs oanl wasyes very i mp
background, to get the whole flow of t
coming to the gist of the story, in terms of Pearl Harbor. And what | want you

to do, in talking about Peal Har bor, Charles, is | eté
before, even. I f youdbre willing to dis

Evening before?

| know that there was some discussion about going on liberty.
Oh, oh, yeah, yeah, yeah. Now that brings [me] &ack

And ydoubr e

See, this was Friday, now. During theqaar period in the Navy, enlisted

men were allowed to visit personnel whom they know, relatives and so [forth],

on other ships. Now, the officers, of course, were doing that. | had a faiend,
hometown friend, Charles Thompson. He lived in St. Charles, lllinois. He

went in a year before | did. So, he was a seaman first class. He was a big shot,
according to him. He reminded me, | 6 m
I di dndt madlklass] sndl afterahe Aléutiansscampaign. So |
went aboard Friday, and he said,
you can arrange, come on over,; we
then you can go back. pactdalyicoald beas p
breach of security.

Sleep over where? What ship did he serve on, then?

Arizona So, [ sai
Charl es o, and
t h

sai d, iCut

d AnAl I right, Charl es. ¢
your Charles sayenl 6&6Yes,
t

at, what do you want?0 He

Meantime, during the day, | washed my clothes in a bucket. Enlisted

men didndét have the privilege of the |
know, the wheeler dealers. So, wadhour own bucket, locked up in a special
place that theydéd all ow us. But | wash

front of an air blower, an exhaust fan, amm | wanted to dry them and get
them down before the master arms crew come around. Welldid 6t get t h
dried enough, so | got caught.

The captain gave me three daysod kit
be Saturday 0 He said, fAYou dondét have
kitchen, o0 the scullery, t oppingpatsddr!| ed it
a while.o | said, AYes, sir. What did
pots for a while. o0 The chief, he says,
they call i1t. (DePue | aughs) | -said, 0
five-degree angle of the arm.
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DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:
Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:
DePue:
Sehe:
DePue:

Sehe:

Anyway, | went aboard Friday. | talked to him [his friend, Charles].
And then Sunday, | told him |l couldnot
was aboard treeamongthe casualties of the battlestipizona

That morningthen, were you actually down in the scullery, when the attack
began?

No, that was Saturdayo6s duties. Thomps
Saturday. |l couldndét do it Saturday be
Sunday morni ng,Soludat ds csead dinfé6tl goman ge
Yeah, thatoés the one. I was down there

was on the ammunition supply ammo ship. It was a very critical time period.
They were loading ammunition throughout the whole harbor tlgeth
ammunition ships came itheVulcan They named them after violent
incidents,Vulcan you know. We were supposed to have one at 9:00 that
morning.

Anyway, | had breakfast. At 7:00, | got breakfast. About 7:30, | went
to the head. After the head, washup, getting ready for meals, you know?
Reveill ebs at 5:30. Il ncidentally, I st
5:15, 5:30, irritation of the househol
ounces, or three to four cups, of black, regular eoffe

Then the four or five of us in the head were sitting around, and all of a

sudden, it jarred us, boom! And | said
t he harbor ? Ther e 6Biend laotomyibate statione t h o u g
Ohmygod,itwasjusinbel i evabl e. |l just said, )

Do you want to see the ship again?
No. What have you got, there?

What | hav eThéAttack on Péad Magborgan Hlustrated History
And her eds Pear mate¢withbllofthediffeseet! f , a sche
battleships. You want to pause for a second?

No. | got one, better than that stuff.

Better than this one?

Yeah. | O6ve got the actual photograph.
You talking about thisbdDe |l dondét know w

Japanese photo.
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DePue: This is one | can understand, though, Charles, | guess, because you can see
wherethéNevadaa s and all of the other. Why d
all was in the harbor at that time, and especially the battlestapsaire in the
harbor.

(28 Min.) UID REVEATs viin atflemptto reach \he open 32

— e,

PEARL HARBOR

DEC. 7, 1894)

. \@%}\_

A picture depicting the sequence of Japanese air attacks and the route the USS Nevada took during its vain 58-minute
attempt to reach the open sea on December 7, 1941.

Sehe: Well, thank you. Yeah, | have a copy of a copy of the original Japanese photo
of the harbor. And | c aYoulbokhete,agdou, | us
I 61 1 |l ook at it Nepada de down. Thereds t
DePue: | t 6 s o0 heast doreer, orahe ¢astern corner of Ford Island, right?
Sehe: Yeah, i1tds at the endAradngwtlasdntdnts!| and.

over the deck. And then the next one downthggeo u s ee t hi s guy
That O/estalt he

DePue: Vestal yeah. Was that the one that you were talking about before, or that
wasd
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Sehe: Yeah, thatés another ammunition ship t
ArizonathenNevadathen theOklahomaand tle MarylandandTennesseare
hooked up together. Theklahomagot seven torpedoes and capsized,;
Marylandgot about three or four bomb hits, below that steel deck. They hit
that direct. Okay, then we go back on
ther e’ acnodmeyotd/hahée Netmdd® , t he

DePue: That is theNeosho

Sehe: TheNeoshp t hat 6s aéyeah.

DePue: Neosho

Sehe: A utility ship. TheCalifornia was moored by itself, BB9. And®

DePue: Il want t o aThdre ayea@ tew shipoon thetoppositke sf the

island, and especiallytiétah. That 6s al ways referred
What does that mean?

Sehe: That s an ol d battleship.

DePue: Would it be towing targets, or would it be the target itself?

Sehe: Well, they use it for bombing; theyeils i t f or bombi ng target
l'tos stildl operabl e, operated by stean
a flat top.

DePue: So basically, seeing if either bombers or dive bombers dould

Sehe: Dive bombers they had. And they eithere s &hmegused colored sand.
And because it was flat, from the air

it got sunk. What you see most and all around here, are the [PR¥sl
Bomber and Y being the code assigned to Consolidated Aircrat as i
manufacturel, mariners:?

DePue: Seaplanes?

Sehe: Seaplanes, real big hull, like a pontoon hull. They use those for spotting. And
that damned island was just loaded with gasoline.

DePue: On the opposite side on the seeai nl and s
thereds also two huge oil tank far ms.

Sehe: Yeah.

DePue: Which had to be another very juicy target.

12pBYs are UNavy mediumto heavytwin amphibiousaircrét, usedfor maritimepatrol, waterbomber,and
searchandrescue(https://acronyms.thefreedictionary.com/PBY
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Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Yeah, it is. Al right Andtheatherpat hereythis o n |
I's where the crui ser s aThisisthesobsarineo f t
pen, but the submarine base was right next to the tank farm.

y
h e

Now, Mitsuo Fuchida, the naval commander of the command to fight,
Fuchida, he wanted a third strike. He fought for it. But Nagumo, being
cautious to the letter of his operatiesnay s, fANo, my duty is t
carriers.o They had six air carriers t

Hereb6s the other question | o6ve got for
the more details of the actual fight here, pretty soon. But what ships were not
in Pearl Harbor that morning?

The Saratogaand theYorktown | think it was theYorktownthat was sending
the supplies to Midway and/ake, Wake Island.

Il n ot her wor ds, the aircraft carriers

None of them were there, notoneflect , yeah, one was on
call It " maneuvers. The others were car
But admiralé | candét think of his name

Kimmett?
No, Kimmel, Admiral Husband Kimmel.
Smart?

No. Bef ore Ki mmel . AdmirabSsarkjhe redalledbtiee sy | | a
fleet, because he felt there is a dang
recalled

Recalled it to the West Coast?
Yeah, but Admiral Stark returned it to Pearl Harb
Were all of the battleships there that morning, pretty much? It sounds like it.

l ronically or tragically, wherever you
years since a July the 4th celebration that all battleships were in Pdaok Har
at the same time.

Wow.
|l mean, itdés just a fluke. 't just wor

Whatd
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Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

See now, they hit Hickam Field, and they hit Wheeler Airfield. They hit all
the air fields first. The Japanese got to keep the American aidonaft.

Once you got to battle stations, that meant that you went up at your post with
the searchlight i n t hunformaagely, youBawe you h
the best view of the attack in the harbor, perhaps.

Yes. You get in contact with Yager. You just tell him keep his blabbermouth

shut, chiding him for telling you. He 6
something like that. No, truthfully, unbelievable. | never fully understood the

feeling, the shock of the attack. What the hell is hajmgéhwWho are they?

Yeah.

Then | r e andinaveirdpodivhradys and the reasons that
| have and information that this attack has been one of the most elaborately
pl anned and execut ed, one, two, three,
g o t Nene of the ships could have gotten out. They were coming from the
south, going north. Theyodore coming fro

the middle of the damned war, enemy planes all over the harbor.

Did you see the torpedo that was droppad hit theJSS NevadaDid you
see that happen?

No, thdt wassé n the head. | THet¢otpedoi t . (|
hit when | was sitting in the enlisted
because the antiircraft were firing. So | &s in between, going up. They

were already firing when | went up to the searchlight platform. The Marines
already knocked one down from the bird
platform for the main mast. There was a Lewis machine gun portal that has to

beset into position. But that sailor certainly got a piece of one plane that

plunged into the channel.

TheNevadawas fired upon by two torpedoes. The second one missed
it, slammed into the mud alongside of
want to go lck to the correct pronunciation of the state for which the ship
was n a nNe adada ndtNé@da

Névade?

Névada The Japanese had it right. Have you seenlibtig, Tora, Tora

film?13 Watch closel$ | missed it at firsd hearNévada thenwatch the

Japanese movie twice on shipmoto**When t heydére in the a
and they had the chart up there, the first ship that they mentioned, everybody

13 Tora! Tora! Tord (Japanese) is a 1970 Japanaseerican biographical war drama film that dramatizes the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor id1lghttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tora!_Tora!_Topa!

14 Yamatowas the leaghip of her class of battleships built for the Imperial Japanese Navy (IJN) shortly before
World War Il. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_battleship_Yamato)
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DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

mi ssed because they didnoét Hesagshounce i
fiNévada 0 T h e , gwoy soshangakes two slashes. The two were

directed toward th&levada but the second one missétvadais Indian,
Shoshone f oNevadasnowcap, O

How didyou pronounce it at the time?

| was getting there. | knew there was somethingtheesmuse | 6m | ndi |
part Indian. | was told that it wa¢evada. That was drilled into me; then |
knew better.

What 16d |ike to have you do i s, i f yo
battle station position,tselikhat youdre o

T h adevestyfouryearsago, you Kknow. My memor yos
Now, one of the things you sent é&e

Theyd

Go ahead.

No, go ahead. You want a better story? You can get a better, vivid,
productive, stimulating story.

Oh, sitting at the bar, drinking a few? (laughs) In preparation for this, you sent
me a lot of material. And apparently, you have written a lot about your
experiences in the Navy. It looks to me like a lot of them were things written
around Christmastime & you would send out to friends and relatives?

Yes, that | did.

Why were you doing that?

| was trying to free my mind, troubled as it was!
Get it out of your head?

(emotionally) | was trying to make it easier for me to lsiags currently and
not have the fl ashbacks. |l t6s easier f
to someone related with this somehow traundatic

Let me ask you this question then, Charles. | want to read into the record your
description of that&ttle. Would you prefer that | read it, or would you like to
read that?

Il know whatodés in there.

So, youdbre okay having me read it? Rea
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Sehe:
DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

You want it on that (referring to the recorder), huh?
Yes.

I iyau byeagreeungwith you with my nod, or put a question mark,

ol
nd so forth. But 10l |l et you do that

|
a

Letbs take a brief pause here before w

(pause in recording)

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:
Sehe:
DePue:
Sehe:
DePue:

Sehe:

We took a little bit of a break to get some more wathis Tooks like

something that you wrote fifty years afterwards. And you mentioned to me a
couple of times, when we were chatting before, and you mentioned it just now
also, that you seem to do better when you write these things down than talking
about themHere is one case in particular. | think this is proof of that

statement. (starts reading) TRevada how did you just pronounce it?

Névada

[ reading from SeNewdasithdome of itsdailery nThe
already lit on standby, gotwnough steam pressure to g
this is obviously after the attack has started, and the ship has already been hit.

ltds ten minutes in, ten minutes to ge
|l guess, before | goplenypff &doi her s #Kwit
mean youoOve got enough power for el ect

Yeah. Ensign Taussig was on the night watch, but he sondlowknow
what | mean, a person gets sometBirige had a sense. He just kept two
boilersonwa ¢ h . Now t h éNevadak takesotworhours for atl df e
those boilers to get revved up from cold temperaéutegck oil sludge,
actuallyd to ship speed. So he had half of them already done. See what |
mean?

What was his name again?

Taussig. Fa-u-s-s-i-g.

Ensi gn, t ha-tariking cammissiondd dfficerl o w

Well , yes, but not when his dadébés in V
Oh. Was most of the shipbés brass, thou

(laughs) All but oneThe senior man left on watch was not a line officer
(DePue laughs).
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DePue: So they were all on shore duty.
Sehe: Yeah. The captain, the exec, the gunnery officer, the supply officer, they were
all gone.
DePue: Letds start al | Nevadaavith seng afitsbpilerbatregady. A T h e

lit on standby, got up enough steam pressure to get underway. As the ship
slowly eased its way into the channel, passinghitieong a tremendous fiery
explosion ripped thArizonaapart, showering the open deck crewshef
Nevadawith hot, searing, metallic debris, burning many of them to death. A
dense, acrid, hot smoke passed overhead.

| watched
a second wave of
high-level dive
bombers, now
concentrating
their efforts on
theNevadaas
we slowly
proceeded up the
chanrel and
heard cheers
coming from
crews of other
ships,
encouraging us
onward.
Although there

were many near The USS Nevada in Pearl Harbor after it suffered both a torpedo and bomb
hits on December 7, 1941. The ship was eventually beached rather than have

_miS_SGS, it sunk in the channel leading out of the harbor. The sear chl i ght
indicated by station, are circled.
numerous
waterspouts, numerous bombs made their mark oNelradaand severely
damaged the forecastle bridge and the boatdecke a. 6 I n ot her wo
during the time you were making the run that the ship was hit by several
bombs?
Sehe: Eight.
DePue: Wo w. Revddavas given orders to beach itself, so as to avoid blocking

the channel to prevent other ships from enterimigaving. As théNevada
passed dry docko

Sehe: Ten ten, dry dock, yeah, holding ships for repair.
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DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

The destroyertShaw moor ed near by, ©Bltink up by a
theydore right over hed@®shocweneiph@ctehe Ye
the Nevadawith flaming, metallic fragments. We felt some of it. Our ship

finally came to rest, assisted by two tugs adWpi o Poi nt . 0O

(corrects proon=|unci ation) WLipU

AWai pi o Revadanow laidbémelow aground, and all decks, except

for the watertight compartments below the second level, were filled with

floating debris and foesmelling water, mixed ith heavy sludge fuel oil.

After most of the major fires were put out, we turned our attention to

removing the wounded and dead, who were then transferred to motor

| aunches, which came dal ongside. 0 Now,

Is thaty oh, good. Did | read that?

You wrote that.

Gee!

Does that not soaund right, or thatos |
You got Okag. O, hell liénrote loosely.

Is that not how you remember it happening?

That 6s Oho,w wet,é yeah. What 6softkeur pri si ng

boi | Whasitthormally, in peace time, it took two tugs to move one of
those damned battleships out into the channel to start it, two tugs. We went
out unassisted. Thatoés what amazes the

same time, theywerdtr e d gT m@ ¢ g Beke, edcloyear they got to
dredge the channel because the sedentary material fills the channel floor. You

know what | 6m talking about, here?
Right.

So, to do that, they got a siphon pipe. It goes down like this, atrss t
channel, to the other side. They take
over there. But i1itds in the middle of

and it goes out. Do yGhiefSadbednewhetwasnd? So
the navigatad he was an enlisted man, but chief, quartermaster, | &imé

maneuvered around. And the harbor peop
it. o
So he says, AWhat?0 He [one of the

move it around the pi pipe, andti®o Sadberrymo v e d
asked them againthis was common talk that came, runtoré Wh at pi pe
[ are] you talking about; we didnét see
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DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

carefully, whereas before, the ship would stop, and then the dredge people
would pull the ppaway, then theydd go through.

One of the things that struck me, reading aboubtlisnd | donét know
should be surprisédthe whole Pearl Harbor area was very low draft. It was

not deep at all. And t haedeasdnedged,lyou wo
guess.

That i s cor r e-ive tofoityfivie seet deep, fpréfiverat thret y
deepest.

Which for a battleship isndt much, i s
We had thirtyeight dratft.
Whoal!

Get what | mean? And you know at? That saved our butts, the battleships.
They sankhisway . They didnét go tmuvy. Thet o t he
channel depth saved us.

Since they sank in shallow wader

In shallow water, they were right there. And then, you mentidneail farms

and the machine shops, they didnodot do
Ev er yt hSomgcemberéth, they started up the machine shops; they
sent guy 3heshipgjust Iastttveo days of work. Do you understand

what

While the dry docks still working, all the oil was still there?
Nothing. Ifd

Il did want to ask you one other quest.
understand correctly. This is a map from the same book that | had before.

Here is thdJSS Nevaal It gets under steam and heads out toward the open
ocean. And once youUSpGhanancthitbaytNevady , her e
beached here. Then apparently it floated off and went across on the other side

of this bay, and a tug actually made the finaldbéag pfNevada

This is where we got the order from th
bl ocking the channel! o Ships, I f you s
get out; nobody can get in and help. So we beached. This is the first beach.

Then a tug, two tugs, came. What happened, we got flooded. We started

getting water in the machinery. So they pulled it out again, and they went over

to a place calletlevadaPoint.

Today, it is?
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Yeah.

Was that what was referred in hesd a

Waipio.

Waipio Point?

W-ai-p-i-o, Wai pi o [ArePyoudtench?i k e é

Il have a Fr enc h-senoathteench,lsdbnotmach.e t hi rty
Oh, y o ur |Inmantnhyeifeéyeah.

So that is correct. There were actyalvo beachings. And this one, where you
finally rested, obviously looks like it was clear of being able to get out of the
harbor itself.

Mm-hmm.

Were you still under attack when you weré in

All the way. Watch where those flash red kgare. Count them.

| 6m going to include this .(ceepagdBhen we
Youdbve got red mar k sNevadastdking, one,two,he r out
three, four, five, six, seven, théSSShaw oo ks | i ke eithatyas t he |

came under attack. Would that be right?
Yeah, umhmm.

But by the time youdre beached, youbd
torpedo, so youdve got to be drawin

« O
<
- D

Yeah, bow down.

Were thereif r es onboard shipéten, fifteen?
Fourteen.

Fourteen fires.

Poof, poof, poof, poof. All that stuff is hot molten metal, wires and all that
[makes a swishing sound twice].

I f youdbve got an el ectriat@ahyod?i re, you

Youbve got to do somet hing. l'toés all t
got these fourteen independent, separate fires. We go here, and you shut this
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one down, and you go somewhere else. That damned stuff is still hot enough,
andher e6bs what happens. It reignites. T
searchlight platform at this time, and
engaged in gun or gun ammunition handlingn tofor fires. So, | slid down.

I dondt r e me mb ethingcbatimbruisgd, strapped my dkia. t

DePue: Where in this process did that happen? Do you think it was when you were on
route or once youdd already beached?

Sehe: 't was on rout e, N¢,iiwascomiegf Someswheeemtd whi | e
saybkoékoutfa Afl eet | andingd on there, so
boats.

DePue: | 6 ve g o td anddhisksgding @avyoea couple of hadrdis has all
got to be a blur to you at the ti me; [

Sehe: (laughs) It still is a blur. | get pieces now and th®h, here we go. See how
high up that searchlight is?

DePue: What emotions were going through you w

Sehe: You mean here, in this interview (laughs)?

DePue: No, that day.

Sehe: Oh, back theda. Thatodés seventy

DePue: Or were yoyust reacting to the moment?

Sehe: |l didndét react until l ater, | guess. I
thi wwiodh see somet hing; you dondt know

DePue: Were you scared?

Sehe: Why donot -Daydarmeylecabsethad s é | know al |l t ha
is a little hairy stuff to talk about, confusing.

DePue: Well, wherd

Sehe: | have to get oriented. This is where | am careful of my writing. | talked to
sever al peopl e, aYnodu 6trhee yd osianigd ,wefl TTh.ios i

DePue: Ihot her words, when youbre writing it o

Sehe: That is correct. And my psychiatrist, the first psychiadristvore out three of
them, including Dr. Benjamin Lund, who had a tragic ladder fall that
paralyzed his legs; he was thest he was a major in the Army. He knew
what | was doing. He didndét know exact
could pretty well guess, more Youohan any

53



Charles Sehe Interview #VR2-A-L-2015016.(8

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

DePue:

Sehe:

candét describe it.o He says,owhDo somet
gotlé started tWhaldfd,il pusitall tpgatipeg triesl to put it

all in one. [It] took a couple of sheets, and | got confused. | pounded on the

table, and my oldest daugh®eshe teaches Spanish and art in high séhool

she saysepafrlnade, all that out. Dondt ge
T h at 6 s Nolice they come in segments, now.

Do you remember when tigizonawent up? Do you remember that?

That I do. | felt the heat. | saw it. Oh, | choked a little bit; lzeu sle éd i d n 6 t
see théArizona | saw it, you know, the day before. But | always have black
smoke all around, coming this way, over our ship, like that. And those poor

bastards who were in thedwedbornet ,geawet icnag
ready to getinderway they got killed. But | felt the heat from that.
(weeping) 1 6m sorry, | forgot; what di

Do we need to take a break, Charles?
What were we talking about?

We were talking about th&rizona How about th&Shave Where waghe
ship? Where were you when tBaawwent up? Were you close to that, as
well?

Yes, before we beached a few distances edrimy eyesight is failing here, a
loss of depth perceptidnThey were on the left side. But the bomb was
supposedtogotous (yawns) | 6m gedting tired.

| haved

What were we talking about?

| 6ve got just a couple more gquestions,
Oh, yeah.

Let me finish off with this question. | know this is yeough for you. Were
you a changed man, after that day? Beforehand, you were still a young kid.
You were, what, eighteen years old?

ChangeVWkratt éhappeWeldl t hee &lél skip all t
debris thatoés iheyheaeé,talteasghgn. TNe
happened immediately after the attack. All these ships were-umatened,

many of them, due to the deaths and so forth. So, the highly rated individuals,

sayléet 6s see, |l was a seamhiss,sscendond. W
class, first class petty officer, firs
coul dHebtest transferred off it and so fo

them. We had a lot of guys that were transferees. So then you had to
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reorganizeourshp6s compl ement. They transferr
which is the Gunnery Division, to fire control, Sixth Division, which is up in
the director. At | east I di dnot have t

Anyway and unfortunately, all those guys that wiene  tthle Eifth
Division, which had the fivench surface gun fire, had the highest casualties.
Thereds ten men in each wunit; three ca
thirty men, right? We had severdpme men killed. | remember that in
Casemate 4, llvere killed. Anyway, | was put in the Sixth Division, which
was fire control. I have a muster book
(pause as Sehe searches). | Dowoun k | g a
have it? What do you have?

Everything yowddve given me i s

No, | mean, what did you do with it? You got a special plac# for

What we will do with all this materi al
Yeah, foB

It will go into the archives, with your interview, unless yoanwit back.

j ustYowansteée, my problem is family. W
enti mental. | 6ve been in a war, and t
hinking of the second and third gener
Theyor e ogeohis World War Il $tuff. And so, | think, well, not that |
trust lllinois, [Governor James R.] Thompson there in Chicago or [Chicago
Mayor Richard J.] Daley. (laughs) | grew up with that stuff.

I
S
t

But Charles, the reason we do these interviews tha these stories are
preserved for future generations.

Hey, whatever happened to [Governor Rob] Blagojevich?
Blagojevich?

Yeah, Blagojevich.

Governor Blagojevich is in jail in Colorado right now.

Well, how come Obama didot get hooked up? You Kkno\
Oh, that ey chhavse redt &lpone elee knewevhezer é
he was born. Okay, thatodés politics.

Letds call it a day, how about that? A
operations, unlesgu want to finish with that part.
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Sehe: No, unless therebs some question on th

DePue: |l think this is probably a | ogical pla
already. Thank you very much, Charles.

(end of transcript #2)

Interview withChaies Sehe
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COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other neaommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Libray.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed tlwer&Ve leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue Today is Wednesday, April 15, 2015. My name is Mark DePue, Director of
Oral Historyof theAbraham Lincoln Presidential Library. This is my third
session with Charles Sehe. Good morning, Charles.

Sehe Good morning, Mark.

DePue We are in your home in Mankato, April 15, Tax Day.

Sehe Oh, gee(laughs) | just mailed out to Uncle Sarmurd

DePue Yeah, | had to do that right before I leftto comeuphéere.dondét t hi nk i

anybodyo6s f avYestardayewasah impoganttday fodrogot

to hear your experiences, your stoyi@sout growing up in Geneva, lllinois,

getting into theNavy and obviously, we finishedoff yesterday with Pearl

Harbor. | know that h antt@rseasy thing for youtolts&k abou't . |l 6m s
there will be some things todags well, but especially Pearl Harbor. | think

t hat 6 s kimdhaflikesto pickbud today put all of that behind ugut
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you had to be a different person after that day. You were a very young lad
whenyou joined thenayy\and it wasno6t more than abo
experienced all of that.

Sehe Yes Theaftermath of that sudden attack, | thought abouffitly realized, at
that time that this is a real wawe 6 at war And | see mysef | thought,
my god, why me?he second dayhat isthe day after, of course, we were
doing muster calland they found out that most of the casualties aboard the
battleshipNevadahad been on the secondary gun cre@vanl g | awhs t h a't
assigned as a seatight operatarMany of these individuals | knew
personallyT h awhaé&s |  j ust c o u.Wdeanedotl gomewThemv e i t
the realization camthatwe got to go aheatho matter what it id was
waiting for instructiongfor what]to dg becauseldd n 6t know what t

The first thing they told us to gehroughoutall known compartments
for your division to search out and get wounded or dead. We were given
shiny, unused bucketd®Ve started out, hunéds assigned to several of the gun
casemates.dnteredsomeandl coul dnét believe what |
eachgunpositian her ed6s wusual | yTherpwithingwiofs ons i n
the case mateall ten for that respective gun positjghe gun was destroygd
and the casualtigsvere] 100 percent.

| was on the starboard side there. On the port giedarineshad the
lastnumber tergun position Thatgun entirelyten Marineswere killed. |
came across pieces, sections if you will, portions of botde#ly burned and
blackened Y o u tekkéulwauid tbdkaround; f was just like a roasted

hog or something. I coul dnofelt,bi ck one
knewl had to pick up | wanted to be therdheyt ol d us, fADonét |
fragment of human ;Ibmoughtliback ndyduckedang . ¢ | di

then | went a second time. This timeward the smokestack area.

Now, thesmokestack area has to be serviced now and then for
cleaning the flueThey di dndt have that per manent
smokestack. They had gatone fence arrangemem@nthe smokestack itself
there was a hatch that they can remove, unboterand clean it. | looked

intoit. It wasjusthorrorl j ust coul dndét believe it,
lot of situationsa per son wihehel?¥aath,a pipWmatd 20 |
couldnét do that, I just | ooked. There

(emotional)through this cyclonefencé r om t hat gun positi on
picking off pieces from thelothesline.

Well, | gotthatdone and | went bek to thé¢ Theyhad a central
place where we could meet with our buckets. We left the buckets dmere
they told us we should go to the starboard,sidesre there was a launch.
These launches were coming alongsidejow d st i ||t heredbds f
thatdos on t he ,famthefAxiroraaml theOkldhemaSoar b or
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these launches had to go through thaning oilto pick up these piecdsm
the buckets

Then | went backandl satdowna nd | rested. I donot

asleepbutl just sat there a whild@henthey calledusback and then a launch
came alongside for a relief party, not from our ship but from another ship for
us.And some of us leftSo,they took me off with some of my creand they

got us food and a change of clathend so forthThat was the end of the
morning of the second day.

That would have been Decemimeght then.
Yes, Decembeeighth it was a Monday mornind know.

How long afterthe attack itself did all of the senior people on trecend up
being transferred to other ships?

Immediately, theg All right, according to a time elemeittey thought it

was abou It varies Ourship was cleared by 10:356f flames. Some areas
were 10:20 and so forth. We realizedhen the Japanegéanedeft at 10:30

or sq it was quiet. Nowthey assumed, some assuntedt perhaps a landing
I's in schedul e, Baourcnevesendained mtdhe baklen o w
stations of the guns, the surface guns.

This would have been on tkeverth still?

t

h a

Thisis still the afternoon of theeveth,and t hey werenoét rel i

next day.The ship was$looded,at that time It wasbeached, bow dowiand
the water was up to the second deck leivebther words, everything below
the seond deck was under water.

Is the top deck the first deck? And the one belowithihie second deck?

Yes. They had orders from the harbor thad rnet to moveonce we were
beached the second time. The first time we were beabbhede werehalf

way in the channeln order to prevent blockinghey told us to moveSotugs
came out and changed our position. It got dark, we had no lights or anything
so they decided to abandon the ship

Just momentarily that nightalinches came alonpgndthey took us to
a Bloch ArenaB-l-o-c-h. Admiral Bloch was namethat Bloch.[The arena
was named after Admiral BlochThis wag It dike an amphitheateihey
had the boxing ring and wrestling ring in the center and theseniers a\Vé
slept in the Ble between the tiersThey put out blankets for uand we slept
in the aislebetween thdiers, around like that. We got a change of clothes

We could showerand | was hungry(laughs)| 6 ve been hungry
sinceé s t i | Anywaym lotof these indridualswe r e n 6 thutHungr y

wanted something, agy
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In the morning we went to the mess halhisis where a lot of people
they wondered whgnd all these thought¥hey needed organizatioHere
was in this large mess haltrews of different shipsll mixed up And they
neede some organizatiorso,one guyanofficer | assume, he saitiVell,
| e gebtkis thing organizedover the speaker.

So,what they did, they called out for black paint and brusbeshe
wall of this nice cleajalabaster all, U.SS NevadaT h ey diédThayt put
put Nevada California, Oklahomaall around And they called for a muster.
All crews had to go to the wall where their shgame was painted. h a ho@ s
they learned to segregateheywere all mixed up.

Then a man came in, what raplv e  d o n ébut prébabdy an
admiral He had stripeshe had two or threghen atwo inché probably an
admiral.iWe need volunteerfsand he sai d, A Ge,andl e me n ,
we need to fill the complement of any given ship withat is necessary for
that ship to be combat ready. 0o

A lot of theindividuals there were highly ratesgtanen. | was a
seaman, a second@lherewere third class, second, first class enlisted,rard
someof themalreadyhaving thefeeling, theenergy;to go out Theywanted
to do somethingthey volunteered. You could select what you wanted, or they
told you where to go. But you had the first choica ofuiser oradestroyer. |
di dnodot h a,sotheMdenagakepthkne Theykept severadf us, about
4000f us that volunteered. And then we went back to the ahighwe started
our first muster cajlwhich will be the crew for cleanp. | was part of that
group and there were abod00of us.

DePue What was the normal shipbs compl ement ?

Sehe Inpeae t i me, 1i00Q@mout®0 theaexdrds show. But since 1939,
since September with Poland, Britain was mobilizM& were alsé The
United States also was mobilizingye went from900or so to aboufl00Q
The enlisted man felt the change morartiheofficers

In prewar, we had tiers of three bedmd they fold up at night, | mean
in the daytime. They put in anothiger, so there were four. If you g@bO
men or200menon onetier throughout the compartmesmd you add another
200;that brngsitoverl , 000 on the YDhi pflos Ot opti ek u
that you like, seeSomy t u rseamanlisdtandlended up on thop bunk
of the four, by the speakdbothlaugh the speakingone.Oh, shig
Anyway, | was firstto risg andl sleep ightly. | always haveever since that
damnwarr As soon as |1 6d hear the,aod i ck of t
everybody else was sleeping, | was always awake | still am now.

Todayl never use an alarm clock. | get up at 5:10 or 5580@netimes
| 6 anittle tired thenl get up at 6:00Then we would have reveille We 6 | |
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muster three timesadady 6 s | mport ant , Ma r while We mus

we O0Or e gbleecaanuisreg t hen t hereds crews goi n
all. Then, wemuster at noonrad thenat night before we left the ship to go.

And that timethe next dayMonday morning aboét It was almost nogra

large group of officers, toprankda nd t her edés some ci vili

thend they were determinithjand | di dnot retmelyni ze Ni
He must have been théyeThey were determining whether tNevadawvas
salvageable. Was it worth ittorazet@ s ai d, ANo, i1 tds sunl

torpedoholea nd ei g ht Someonekelsehunknewn,@nd treed
work [boss]spoke up | wanttouse myphras¢ t hi nk t hat 6s wha:
I 61 1 t ake vielpeo i wBamskitpfiellnvdean fix that damn
thing. Lg@eéthsit going. o | think thatoés wha

Actually, we started cleaning ug:hefirst thingwe donetogether a a
crew, clearup, throwing all the old stuff overboarointo barges. These are
wide, open barges, originally designed for garhagel they garoundeach
ship. Theyhadwire, brokenpieces of wooden frame and decks and a lot of
stuff still warm

Thenselected people came aboard, specialized peapétylengjuys,
welders and cuttersTheyall worked on the top decko one went below
becausef fouled air.A couple of individualsearlier during thiswent down
below, and they became il5othey haled themout. That determined they
better wait.So they brought in exhaust fans.

DePue They god

Sehe TheywereillThey di dndét die, but theustedbs poi
and everything elseinknown Anyway, thatgave thentheclue that they
shauld put in the exhaust fans. Wgtheyspent three, fouglmost a week
just cleaning the tapde of the ship

DePue It sounds like they were almost stripping down the superstructure.

Sehe No, they were cleaningp anything hat 6s r i pp éitlwas p . But m
topsidelY o u 6 r e rforegdstof coulisd, the bridge, navigation bridge,
thathad beerbombediheboat deck wherewere the antaircraft gunsstood,;
thecapt ai nds c ab.iSoall thisstuff wlas taken aipasthThed
order to @t below they had to drain out the water. In order to do, titety got
to patch up the hole, the torpedo hdtem frame fortytwo to fifty
something.

DePue This is no small hole.

15 Chester WNimitz, (born Feb. 24, 1885, Fredericksburg, Texas, & @ed Feb. 20, 1966, near San
Francisco), commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet during World War Il. One of the navy's foremost
administrators and strategists, he commanded all land and sea forceseintthbRacific area.
(https://www.britannica.com/biography/ChestrNimitz)
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