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DePue: Today is Wednesdayhugust 31, 2013. My name is Mark DePue, Director of
Oral History of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Librafp day | 6 m wi t h
Paul Sweet. Good afternoon, Paul.

Sweet: Good afternoon. Good afternoon.

DePue: Webre going to talk today about your <c
War, but you got nowhere near Vietnaaid you?

Sweet: No, sir, | did not.
DePue: And a little bit about the career you had following that yngears later in the
National Guard, first in the Army Guarthenin theAir Force.
Sweet: Then Air Guard, yeah.
DePue: Primarily though, i1tds going to be abo
Sweet: Okay, sure.
DePue: Then maybe we 0llitle Hit of discgssion abiout thexmemndrial a
that youso muchinvolvement in buildingp ut at New 8sartati n. B

the beginningWhen and where were you born?

Sweet: |l was born in Springfield, August 12,
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Did you grow up in Springfield?

| grew up my entire life here in Springfield and graduated from Springfield
High School in 1966.

Do you know how the family got to the Springfield area to begin with?

Yeah My father was born and racén upper Alton My grandfather was a
coal miner, and he died in the coal mifbereforethey decided to move up

to Springfieldto where my grandmother could either find employment or find
a place where she could live at lesser cost than where theyWwesemoved

here to Springfieldand by coincidence, my grandpa

came from Germanynd they settled up in Chicago, up in the Winnetka area.
My mother would come down to visit a friend of heFhis friend introduced
my father ananother and

What 6s your momds mai den name?
L-u-e-n-ssm-a-n, Luensman.

What was her first name?

Lola.

Lola?

Yeah. Luensmarin Germanme ans fAcountryman. 0
Sweetwhat kind of a name is Sweet?

English.S o | 6nmanEagish.

There you go. What did your father do for a living?

Part-time he was a gunsmith, but faline he was a merchandise manager at
Coeds Book Store.

A

Kohl 6s, as 1in

Coe bmes. asinded,s Coeds Bohesold&fficor e . So
furniture and he repaired camerd® repaired fountain pens and was also
their shipping individual

You were at the beginning of that huge surge of babies that were born at the
beginning of the

Baby boomers.

A

Baby booners! 6 m curi ous, was Vyisheravaleead? i n

Wo 1
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My dad was born in 1901, so for World War | he would have only been about
seventeerHe felt he was too young to go in World War I. So by World War
Il, which would have startedinwha, 645 7?

Wel | , 641 was Pear|l Har bor .

Yeah, Pearl Harbor, so he would have been closer to-gight, thirtynine,
and he felt he was too old for World War II.

You came along pretty late in his life.

Yeah.

Was your mothea little bit younger than him?

About eleven yearghere was eleven years difference.

Tell me about growing up in Springfield. What neighborhood were you
growing up in?

| was in the neighborhoédWell,]I donét know as we actua
neighborhood name, but | was on South Douglas, just south of Lblived
about two blocks west of Butler Grade School.

What was Springfield like when you were growing up?
Simple, plain

Was this the idyllic ver sithatpeogef gr owi n
think about?

| would say yeah You know, America was baseball, apple pie. | grew up in
what | felt was probably mostgnhonest, independent atmosphere. Today
| @ fad a little different attitude aboutatlittle different feeling.

Does that mean your mom wasnodédt too wor
rode around town?

Now t hat you ment i on,andladuldsométicesget on

woultdredven tell my mother | was | eavi ni
overto WashingtonParte nd | 6d be .Ilgom es dropr ihsoaud ss h e
really had a little tighter rein on me than that, you know? | guess she just
trusted that belokayever | went | 6d

What were you doing on all these excursions?

Ohwedéd ride over to the park and take
parke just get exercise.
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DePue: What 6s your #&ommwhen gos wergnoeingaup?y

Sweet: | remember Icoud n 6t s ay whbatl renzegquleer | had thia metal
blue stroller that | would climb in and climb out bfememberon the front
of it were these beadssguess | was big enough that | kind of lost interest in
the beads, but | would climb out of fthen if | wanted to sit down,& climb

back in it. So earliest, thatodos probab
DePue: You said you went to Springfield High School.
Sweet: Yes sir.
DePue: What year did you graduate?
Sweet: Nineteen sixtysix.
DePue: Did you have ay favorite subjects in high school?
Sweet: Probably shop. (both laugh) No, I actually took several drawing, drafting

classes in high school, and | always wanted to be a draftéhyadad

repeatedly said tharaftsmerare a dime a dozen | ai saying | proved

him wrong, but | went to collegand | becameé | di dndét get a de
engineeringbut | became what they call an engineering technician for the

State of lllinois | enjoyed the job | did

DePue: You earned a livingdoingwhat you @joyed doing in high school?

Sweet: Yes Yeah,| did.

DePue: Thatos pretty unusual

Sweet: No, | really pursued being a draftsmaecause early on | remember the first

project we had in junior high school, | was supposed to dranitivas an
AiSO wrench The part of the project was to center fi%e wrench on the sheet
and make sure that you had room for all the dimensiohihgught,Yeah,l
like doing this and | thought If that becomes Obviously it would become
more complicated, | thoughtcan dothis.

Sq after separating out of the Navy, | went on to collegel | got an
associate degree in architecturgot an associate degree in structame also
have an associate degree in fire science.

DePue: That 6s a | ittl e bitcertaidyitiesandvithahe questian. st or vy
How about some extracurricular activities?

Sweet: | loved baseball, baseball. | played baseball. | can remember our coach
Initially we started playing baseball in Washington PHrkecame so
crowded the ball damonds becamerowded,with] other teams occupying
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the fieldthatr i g ht réomhereit edGsr ledhne t r yi ng t o r emer

name i t 6s t he s[howp&GGoungy slvoppmg centetihere off

of MacArthurwh er e t heydr e nowVepdgtotetMebudt i n t h
four ball diamonds in that flat ardaefore they built that shopping center.

Then all of a sudden one yeate found out that the ground was sadd we

were going to lose our ball diamond3. courseat that age, | was probably

old enogh that | was losing interest in playing baseball anyway

But you played baseball all the way through high school
No, I just kind of gave it ud played football in high school.
What position in baseball did you play?

Firstbase.

How about football, when you were on the team?

Secondstring centerMy challenge was a gentleman by the name of Bill
Martin.

Anything else?

As far as high school, educatioRfdbably not. Nothing that really stands out,

butl can remember in my sophomore year
something about the Navy just drew my interest, drew my attemtiegnt to
mydadandlsaidil want to join the Navy. o |
just kept pestering him about it.

You donét remember what caused you to

It was just something about beingintheNavy di dndt even have
my career would hgust something about the Navy uniform, being in an
organization as big as the Navy.

Well, the Army and the Marine Corpsebig organizatiostoo.

Anyway, | pestered my father enough about it,thetween my sophomore

and junior year of school, we went and talked to a recrditex recruiter

s a i Wed, atthattimel  h didished high schoolThe recruiter highly
recommended that | f Atthat$nhe, theivVigthams c h o o |
War, they were taking individuals who were either wighvahat do they call

it, your high school

A GED [General Education Diploma]

A GED, or even high school dropouts s ai d, A No, I want t
s ¢ h o o |, therecWigel, he understood or took that | was serious enough

€

W

0]
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that he actually set up wheleetween my junior and senior year of high
school, | went to boot cgmup at Great Lakes.

The full deal of basic training?
Thirteen weeks, yeah.

Before we get on beyond high school, just a couple of other quick questions.
You mentioned basebals whichvpootegsionaltehmn o m Sp
do yau root for?

| definitely would have rooted for tH{&t. Louis] Cardinals and Stan Musial,
numberfour, first base, Stan Musial.

That one rolled right off the tongue.
Stan Musial, absolutely.

fiStan the Man’He r dakirsy you bakalittte. You 6 r e o,thoughh at age
youdd have b edeyourgmerabewhgn JgKiPresidgnt John F.
Kennedy]was assassinated

| was in junior high school believe it was probably seventh grade when John
F. Kennedyél r teavtemrbathrteachdr, éeft themgom. They
came and got hinhe left the roomThen he came back and brought a
television in, and then we were watching news coverage about John F.
Kennedy being assassinatddwn in Texas.

At that age, @l you havean appreciation for what had happened?

Youknownews | i ke that is somet hyong you d
donodot .ltexgpieeandt really hit hoameyownt il vy
really see it again on televisiowhat was happening atide fact that after

they pronounced Kennedy dedaat Johnson on the aircraftas sworn in as
presidentAnd her ebd6s J a dthedrstlady}standikgeheramghd y

her pink dress on and just spattered withbl@de 6 s t her e st andin
witnessimg Johnson being sworn in as presid@vithin hours that happened

Yeah, it was a change, a national shotkink. Yeah, I clearly, clearly

remember that.

Incidentally | know this has got nothing to do with the
interview but Jacqueline Kennediy or John F. Kecepied e dy 6 s f
many things that happened in Lincolnés
procession.

! Professional baseball player, Stanley Frank Musial (22@03 was knownas 'Stan the Mahfor his extreme

generosity.
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DePue: Very deliberately so.
Sweet: Very deliberately, g a h . I dondt know who planned
procession and that, but she, Jacqueline Kennvexdly deliberately copied a
| ot of things that happened in Lincoln
DePue: Well, we probably should mention then that yawwwolunteer at the

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museuex pl ai n t o us what you
today and why o u Wwearang this

Sweet: (laughs)Today | 6 m representing Johrd R. Cal c
Infantry. | was called in o évdlunteeredout of Jo Davess County after, in
March of 1861, when Lincoln sent a telegram to Ulysses S. Grant in Galena.
The telegram was in two parfs

One, Lincoln wanted to reommission Grant back into the federal
army. The other part of it was that Lincoln want@dant to muster as many
volunteers as he coultlbelieve that he mustered as manyp@8enlistees out
of five counties up in northern lllinois. And DmivessCounty is where
Galena, where Grant hache was a leather merchanassumed the
responsibilityothi s f at her ds busi ness.

Grant brought the troops from DaivessCounty here to Springfield.
They encamped around the lllinois State Capitol, as it was built here in 1841
Grant wasnot s adomnsssioneddWhen Granmt relsignedrhis r e
commission in the federal army, he resigned as a caftainoln wanted to
recommi ssion him as a major, and Grant
eventually realized that Lincoln was the new presid@rmmander in chief,
and helLincolnlwa s n 0t dow him tp betccommasioned any higher.

Sa from April 4th until July 4h, Grant and his troops encamped
around the oldtate capitollt was July #h that they decided to leave and head
south into Kentucky, Tennessdeey were initially heading soutto go to
Caira. As they left the capitol here, their first day of march was to Island
Grove, which is about twenty miles west of here.

As they were ready to leave, Grant was contacted byotrernor of
the State of lllinois, sayinthathe would offerGrant a train to take down to
CairoGr ant said, #ANo, my troops need to
He sai d, AMy tro@mgd Heead ntto tot amaradt iOv

They lefthereandwentact ual 'y it 6soldahdnost due
Grove, which thedland Grove area was settled by Captain James Nicholas
Brown, who was a legislator, sat right next to Abraham Lincoln in the House,

2 Galenalllinois is the countyseatof Jo DaviessCounty,namedafter Col. Joseph Hamilton Daess, a
prominent Kentucky lawyer and Indidighter who died in 181While leading a charge against Indians at the
Battle of Tippecanoe, in Indiana.



Paul Sweet Interview # VRCA-L-2013061

and was a friend, colleague of Abraham Lincdlhis Captain James Nicholas
Brown ended up bei ndfingfunerall | bearer at

Now, Captain James Nicholas Brown came from Kentucky. He came
from Fayette County where Lincoln was born out of Hardin County,
which are adjoining counties. Lincoln was born February 12, 1809, and
Captain James Nicholas Brown was born 1803, so there was about six years
age difference.

When Captain Brown left Kentuckiie wanted todave because
Kentucky was a slave stateoming up here to lllinoishe realized that this
was kind of part of the new frontighere was a lot of ground availabldis
brotherin-law, who was J. D. Smith, James D. Smith, they came up here to
lllinois andlooked at the ground that became Island GroMeey approached
the Sangamon Countyvanting to buy the groundt that time Abraham
Lincoln was a land surveyor for Sangamon County.

The day that Lincoln came to survey the ground for J. D. Smith and
Captain James Nicholas Brown, Lincoln and Captain Brown talxeer a
fence as Lincoln was doing the survelhat was the first time they met.

Of coursel think probably in their discussiphincoln asked why he
[Brown] moved from KentuckyHe said, wh, Kentucky was a slave state
and he didnot approve of that.

Coming from Kentucky, Captain James Nicholas Brown brought
thoroughbred horses and a herd of shorhed steerdde had a very large
herd in thatIsland Grove ared hat was the first cattlthat was brought here
to lllinois. As Grant stopped for his first day of rest at Island Grove, Captain
James Nicholas Brown gave him a number of head of cattle for him to use

for’
DePue: Feeding the troops.
Sweet: Yeah, for feeding the troops as they &/proceeding.
DePue: Apparently youbve gotten into quite a
Sweet: Welll 6m into Lincoln simply because, ne.
he was our greatest president. Had itnotéelen t hi nk t hi ngs i n

life are more manifest than lateahd | think that Lincoln, having been the
sixteenth president and having the responsibility of trying to maintain the
union and its sovereignty, he realized that, as he made his house divided
speech, April 16, 1858, thathouse divided cannot stajMatthew 12:2228§].

Therefore he knew that civil war was probably pending, but he knew
that a country divided would not endufiderefore, him winning the Civil


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+12%3A22-28&version=NKJV
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War and maintaining our natiandi t s sovereignty, | bel
next to Washington, the greatest president in this country.

We | | | et 6s rnhacwertfurroymitnhteo PR ulth Sweet 6s
centuy.llovethepassigmnd it ds interestijtheg to get
next question here might be a little bit relatead you haveany mentors

when you were growing ympeople who really influenced your life?

Definitely my father. My father waiso t , |l woul dnét say, a
but my father always hatie had his own little philosophidse had his own

little stories he had his little ways éf Well, just like Lincoln One of the

books that most influenced Lincoinwase s op6s Fabl es

My father always had little stories or fables or littlevant to call it
life instructions]l j ust remember one of my dadods
dromedary camel is a racehorse designed by a comnfibeue laughdput
he had all kinds of littlsayings and little stories that he could relate tq life
kind of giving you good guidance and giving you good directidg.father
wasl guess yo unydunitber one mdantor. s ay

What did he think about your desire to go into the Navy?

He was fully supportive of it. But he also knew that education was primary, so
he also supported the fact that | needed to finish high school before | went to
the Navy.

Anybody who goes into the militarthough is going to continue their
education

Absolutely, thereds no doubt about t ha

Tell me about going up to Great Lakes théaou must have been one of the
youngest kids up there at the time.

I wa s .,withid afdw days aftemy junior year, | was on the bus
headed to Great Lakesd did my boot cam@.hen | started attending
meetings at theurface unitout here at Lake Springfield.

Any stories you recall from going through basic training up there?
Oh, I could tell you a lot of storiefaughs)
Well, pick one or two out to illustrate the enjoyment you were having there.

(laughs) | remember one morning when we headed to the chavohall

courseyoud march up incompang,i ngl e | i ne, befoungl e f i |
abreast ,macmBRe pyecrdd chg on openings, you?o:
line. Afterchowy ou6d | eave the chow hall
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| went andbroke through a line of other troothgat weresailors that
were marchingThey were actually at parade resmtd boy they came unglued
beause | broke theirrank§h at 6 s one t hi,swalking | | never
through their ranks, and they just came unglued. | tho\ghat difference
does it make? Welhpparently it made a big difference to them

Did you have any strugglesonvering from floor and door and left and right?

Oh, all new nomenclature for everythingou know,the floor is a deckthe
door is a hatchwalls are bulkheadseilings[are]overheadlt 6 s t ot al al |
nomenclatureand i f you dianenglatureytbey lettydu&now i g h't

right away. (both laugh)

Did you have any second thoughke, whatam | doing in the Navywhy did
| do this?

No, boot camp reallyéthere watheya | ot o
will always assumethia youdr e probably going to be
youbdbre ,shatigpaoaedl | be involved .at s ome

So, that was one of the big trainingdue They dondét make you
a rifleman, but they do make you qualifythvfirearms. As far as you want to

call it, just being onboard a ship or ship life, they do everything they can to

take the basic training and make it into what you would expdti dming

onboard ship

This would have been the summer of 1965?

Sixty-five, exactly.

At that time Vietnam was just starting to build up in a serious way.
Probably, probably.

Was there any discussion at that time about Vietbggour drill instructors?

Not that | can recallAlthough it seemed like we had many, many, many long

days ofgoing into different classrooms, different training, exposing you to so

many di fferent things that you werenot
most B sitting in clasgust trying to stay awake. (laughs)

But | dondét remember the.ahotmalskhiirreg s
that, after thirteen weeks in boot camp and then going active duty, you would
have beemprobablyas much prepared as they could myde for, say
whet her youb6re on a shore duty station
somewhere.

Did you get any specialized training that first summer?

10
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It seemed like firefighting was one of the biggest cong&rresc ause youobr e
onboard shipandfor the ship to survive and you to survive onboard,ship

youbdbve got to extinguish thethatj r e. Fir
you go through training ;tthas baenshi po
aircraft bombardment or just o u got veeapons firesay like machine gun

fire,t h a t ve gobhwlés in the bulkhead.

So you always anticipate a fire, trying to make sure that if you have a
fire,i t 6 s e x,&andany damagbk ® thexterior say of walls or the
bulkhead$ you couldseal upso that you have airtight compartmerss that
youobre not involved in chdtjusteemrned bi ol o
like, just anything that pertained to maintenance and survival of the ship was
one of the biggest training issues.

When you came baclgou were still in high schoolhis would have been fall

in 665, 1l éael gob66o believe that a | ot
were all sitting there thinking, Holy | é m going to get dr af
gr adu at ereneemiizoanyobthat?

|dorememberthat r emember i n spribnng tohfitén k i hnagd
was at age seventedrhad to register with selective servite dondét r ecal
ever getting a letter saying what my selective service number Wweuld

because you would

Well, that was before the lottery, so you would have beArol 4A or
somethingn between

Yeah, yeahWell | was 1A, and | knew thatshould they activate selective

service where they would stapulling people, | wanted to have my own

choice of where | was going to g&o | think that was one of my main reasons

| selected going into the Navy. | also knew the Navy had good schools too,

which  wouldhavet hought 1 6d | i ke to take advar

Probably more active skills that tb&vilian market would desire more than
being an infantryman an artilleryman.

Yeah, exactly.
Y ou mentioned that you went to drills when you did come back

Yeah, during my senior year of high schdakent to the surface unit out

here, and | went to drills. Now, typicallyGuard units oReserve units

typically meetonceamontand t heydére there for a we
unit that was out here, we met every Tuesday nfghn 5:00until about

10:00at night.

Did you enjoythat?

11
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They had limited resources, so it wasere or less that they wamttto keep us
enrolled inthecorrespondence cours&ecause | was in high school, they
didndét ear mar k me t o ,leoause they&newthas c hool s
whenlgradat ed, wi thin weeks,aln@d |Dalv éd emy o

Did you get paid for doing that?
Oh yeahl got paid, yeah.
Well that,gsh?not so bad

No, but payback then, | think we gét We only got like$18to $20a drill,
which was like$20a night, which ends up being ab&4t.00an hour.
(laughs)

Well, minimum wage was one doll ar an h
| suppose, | suppose. | truthfully don
What happens when you graduate then?

Ofcourey,l had to report .[f wldthemehatddecr ui t er 6
graduated from high school, gave them a copy of my high school diploma
Within two weeks | had orders to go active duty.

From herel boarded the train, and | went to Norfolk, Virginighen |
took the busafter being there inductédwWell, | guess they callé& Yo u 6 r e
entering into or deciding where youdr e
had and what your background, your test scores lookRikgt away they
put me i ntideéet asw dasnage contrsl firefighter.

But the onl vy ,spidtusgpbintiyjustthe boot cdmg,dight?

And correspondence courses that | had taken through the year | was in school,
senior year of high school.

Was thera girlfriend that you had to say goodbye to when you left?

Sort of. Two years later when | returned, she \aaisadg We | | I hadnodt
been gonefourmonthand | got a ADaeakndwhnodotbett
(laughs)

Thatdés part of the draw.
Part of life, yeah.

Were you okay with the assignment you received?

12
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Sweet: Oh yeah, absolutely.ike | said, my first reporting duty station was Norfolk,
Virginia. Then | was sent down to Charlest@wouth Carolina, and | was
assigned to the #8Submarine SquadroAt Char |l eston | di dno
get out toé

The station, wherever | wasangloiing t
was way out in the swamp. | medrwas thirty miles from nowhere. Sehat
| had to do isthere was Navy buses that came into t@andwould bring
people in who were on libertysoon realized that if | got on that bus, it
would take me out to my duty station. So | got on the bus, got out to my duty
station and reported the ship | was assigned to, went onboard

Ri ght away, they got me all set up,
whole thing waghatthe first six months | was onboard ship, | was a mess
cookThat 6s just t he i, whertybuagbd onboardnew u go t h

ship.

DePue: What was the ship?

Sweet: It was theCanopusAS-34.

DePue: USS?

Sweet: Canopus C-a-n-o-p-u-s.

DePue: What was the number again?

Sweet: AS-34

DePue: What is an AS34?

Sweet: |l t 6s an 4submaring]l ar y
tender.

DePue: Theny o u @ a submarine Paul W. Sweet on the fantail of the USS Canopus AS-
servicebut youdr e n 03t facinga@ TheCafopps guw seicain thegAtlantic
submarine? Ocean.

Sweet: | did two, what they call testingAf t er t hey 6 v evhetherite r epai r

would be your ballast tanks or your ballast puraps l&did go out twice with
them to test everything.

DePue: Describe a submarine tender.

Sweet: The Canopuswvas about, from bow to stern she was ad@tfeet,80 feet at
its beam. There was eleven decks below the weather deck and seven decks
above.

13
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DePue: Eighteen decks?

Sweet: Yeah.

DePue: This is a big ship.

Sweet: ltds a |l arge ship, becausEebddhboard the

Submarine Squadron that | went to was, what theytloath boomer class

w h i ¢ hHtwas$élaris submarineSo we not only had to store, repair

Polaris missiles onboartut wealso had a torpedo trunk where they stored
torpedoes. And some of the torpedoes were just normal torpedoes, but some of
them were nuclea6o,very, very, very high security, very high security

onboard ship.

DePue: Did you have to have a security clearamba work onboard?

Sweet: I di dnot reali ze it t her e,
top secret clearance, because not only did
have to sometimes work in the trunks wher
they stored the missiles and torpedoes, buty

there was also times when we had to work ™%
on the eactor systems on the submarines.
Anything that | would go work on or see had
to be kept just totally confidential and top
secret. You couldnot
you did and what type of work you were

doing.

DePue: It sounds like a significant percentagf
your sub tender crew then had top secret
clearances.

Sweet: Certainly did.If you ever decided to go, like
for a weekend liberty or take a leave, you

Paul Sweet participates in a noon-

always had to go through a briefirghere hour chess game, sitting on the bow
you said you canot tOE{hTuﬁsca’@gl?j‘&?‘Ef‘-ﬁe anything

R . served on the ship from June 1966
youbdve doshipheeen b oar d thoughJuly, 1968, which was
assigned to the Atlantic Fleet.

DePue: Is that one reason why you spend six months
as amess stewaidl e c a u s e ygthawe sdcarity &léarance?

Sweet: Let 6 s p ut,the size df thei ciew waa 3bd&)t00men When you
have anywhere from twelve to fourteen cool®) have to have somebody
who6s as s boghe iowmegt rankimgimdividuals who first come
onboard ship ended up being mess cooks. | did everything from crack eggs,

3 Solid-fueled, nucleaarmed submarinkunched missiles.
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peel potatoes, to swab and scrub decks, to serve; gloovmame it[l] t ook
trash cas to thepiersor thereceptaclesyou name it(laughs)

Did you like that?

No, because usually we had to be ug:@0in the morning to assist either the

baker or the cooks in gettingemstarted for the chow that was to be served at
6:00;early chow wa$:00.Then through the dayou were either cleaning up

oré A n dn the mess decksn the shipis where they always brought the

torpedoes througtso,you might be stripping the deck of wax and getting

prepared to swab it down andwex it, when all of asudderthe hatch opens

and theyodédre handl i nogyotroicegleaib@geet §obugb
tell you a funny story.

One day | wasél hhfter, strippagtheemess| y, wi t
decks downand | had just finished swabbingat n d startbvaxingt. The
two hatches on that was on the starboard side of thel #@ptthose two
hatches doggetll saw the one hatch was getting openedanpl | yelled at
the individuaj)l sai d AThatdés fresh wax, sir.o
captain of the ship that was coming through the hdhzth laugh) thought,
HelbLheds going to Myaldk tdhrermy swentotwa xng |

Welcome to the Navy, huh?
Yeah.

Well what happens to you after the
six montls?

| got sent -Dvisiénit was an_ R
We had four RDivisions, which —
were all repairl ended up irhull
repair. My primary job was | guess
you call it peace timd was a
carpenter, but for war timéwas
considered as damage control -
firefighterrSo my | o Aftewa
| got down to shop, my job was to
building scaffolding around the sail
so that the different shops could wo
on the periscopes and snorkels and
all the other equipment that comes

the sail. From left to right, Kenneth Thomason, Paul Love,
and Paul Sweet pose for a picture in the

H ; carpenter/pattern shop aboard the USS Canopus
We know what a s_a|_l was in téth P R
century what was it in the 20

4 With apivoting latch, locking down a watgight hatch.
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century, dealing with submarines?

|l tds the top struct,brasicfald yshgedwbmadrdi el
[the] main deck, exteriordech nd i n t her eThe sil reallyl ki nds
protects all of thscopes and all of the snorkel and any type of instrument that

they have that are stored in that sail.

So you essentially became a carpenter.
Yes, for the most part.

And even in that skill you needed to have a top secret clearance?

Oh yeah, because see, there werire ti mes
the command center, or | 6d even build
submarinesTo go in thereyou had to have top secret clearaddee y 6 d t el |
you as yo@e gongin,iwlat ever you do heroe, you do

What did you think about having these
kid.

| was about eighteen years of age.

And youdre working;yaowurna waaddkeigpag avre@p
of the spearas far as the United States deterrent force is concerned.

Absolutely. What was my feeling?er e | 6 m experiencing th
even really considered existed. You hear about submarines, but you always

think about the ld diesel boats. You think about the boats that were cramped
guarters and that, where the Polaris class had two crews, a gold and a blue

crew, and when they went out, they went out for ninety days.

Ninety men in a crew, and even down on the submarmegsvtorked
threeé w e a@vdnt to call it three duty sections. So a third of the crew is doing
some kind of repairs, maintenance, upkedgpere another third of the crew is
doing a watch of some kind, whether it
navigation steering the boat, whatevand then the other third of the crew is
at rest.

But, vyeah, |l 6m witnessing things th
and experiencind i ke you said, here WhHenywas t he
reali ze whewbdayoyouédrat demadg, and Rus

hour of possi bl e Thengdueealize thataliofthey ou t hi n
firepower in one Polaris missile is greater than all of the firepower of bombs

used in World War Il. One head, four warheads in ari¥ofaissile, had more

firepower than all of the bombs used in World War II.
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That 6s got to be hard to wrap your bra
would think.

See the nextafter Polariswas Poseidon submarindhey had far bigger

When they came in with the Poseidon class, they basically started phasing out
Polaris class submarinesn d t oday t hey 6veTridenott t he Tr
class submarines, they dwarf Polaris class submarines.

In terms of the size, or the

Size, varheads on the missildset me justsay t 6 s confi denti al \
of warheads are in a Trident missile. But | can tell, yofew Trident missiles
hitting Russia would definitely do more than get their attention.

Did you envy the guys who actlly got to serve on the submarineswere
you happy that you didndét have to go?

Really in a wayl would have liked to have gone out on patrols and just would

have liked to have seen what they did, but going down for ninety days just

di dn 6 tow appeal omgDePue laughsind they did, | tell you,

because there was a submarine that wen
of the sub, but

Is this theScorpiony ou6r e tal king about ?

No, this was another sub that was part of ouiasiron One of the crews

there was just a new third class cook that came onbldardias from

Springfield, lllinois, a new young lad, apparently just graduated through

cooking schodl whatdotheycall®® 06sr vi ces o0 and al so gr
through sub schooHe went onboard sub, first cruise, and after being down

for thirty or f or.tHghudgdiypself. he coul dnodt

Typically, when the subs return to port or return to the sub tender, the
harbor going tugs or the boats that pull them into aiicst in the port, they
always would bring them right alongside the tender. Well this particular time,
hereds ambul ances and shore patrol out
up alongthe piefhe next thing you knpwathing wedr e
what was going on, and here they come out with this bodyTibég guy had
hung himself after about forty days out on the cruise, and they just put him in
a body bag and put him in the freezer. They were not going to resurface and
bring him back. Thgjust kept him onboard ship, onboard the howil they
came back.

Yeah, itéds not what you caissomethingr d t o
t

0
you just have to deal with,it i sndét it ?

Yeah, deal with it untijoué Now see the crewsonsubma nes ét her e wa
always two crews, agoldandahl® when t he boat wasnot
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| et gwhersomeycred out on cruise, the other ¢
leaveThen theydd go to a thirty day refre
be updatingheir, which would be their rabethe Navy considers your career

field as a raté so they would go to schools to update, upgrade their rate or

get any additional training that the Navy sawattfthey]might deem necessary
forthemtohaveTh en t helabkdh ndoméheydd sit at t he
another thirty days, waiting for the sub to return.

When you were at sea, how long were you out?

We 6 d g osoroetinhes thiyrday®ecause we had to do several things

Of parts and pieces thatcamd f , whet her 1 t6d be the n
torpedoes, we had to disposdatpfo u coul dndt jus® t hrow
web6bd not only go out and dispose of <co
pumped o Bécausefwe alvilagsgpumped fresh water inéoreactors

of the subs, we had to go out and dump that water into the ocean, besides parts

t hat we coul dndét just throw inéima dumps
was called trash receptacles, and we just literally sank them to the bottom of

the oean.

Seal them up?
Seal them up and sunk them to the bottom of the ocean.

But there was water you were getting off the nuclear subs that was
contaminated water that went right into the o@@nwas ittreated?

We stored ibpn tanks onthetendea nd t hen
we went out for twelve to fifteendaywh i ¢ h t
Bu t that s al so how webd

.Everp gixty dags o ut
atds how we go
d

h
d go out and i

water.

So youdéd just ndump it in the ocea
DumpitintheoceatAl | t hese environmentalists,
we 6 d i ¥akpgw,your son, that you see every day, puts more
contamination in the water toh@ahawbat w

kind of a side story.

Y ou mentionepgwhen we did the prenterview, about the U.S.SScorpionas
well.

TheU.S.S. Scorpiowas a fast attack submarine, not assigned to our
squadron, because

That 6s different from a boomer ?
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Yeah. Boomer s @atraeertainmenber of yogpedoes and @
certain number of missileshe t hing of it is, youdd n
those missile trunks or missile tubes all had missiles in them.

But anyway, the fast attack was just basically the same size submarine,
but they had special purposeaspecial function, where they would take
Marines or special trained Seals to do a particular missiogy might go
into, saythe Persian Gulf, drop off a Seal team to go to do some kind of a
mission, and thelater,afters o many days, theydd resur
team.

Are those the same submarines that would tail a Soviet sub if they could?
Yes, they would.
So you wouldndt use a boomer to do son

No, not really. Boomers usuplwent out and they sat on the bottom

somewhereOr i f they did go on patr dhle, you
commander, the captain of the boat, always opened his orders after he was out
and submerged, so you never knew where they were going. He tlidnk n o w

until they were submerged.

But anyway, the&scorpionhad problems with her ballast tanks and
blowing her ballast. | know it was partially with not only the ballast tanks, but
the pumps that would blow the ballaBhey came in for repairs. Shelieal
into our squadron farepairs and they sat there férl know it was probably
all of three weeks, going over and trying to maintain and fix everything that
they thought was malfunctioninghen it was in June that ti8zorpionleft. |
believeitwasinl une of Bdrpionefth at t he

| just read Jun&, 1968 iswhert h ey '

Was it 0687 Okay. |l remember 1t was in
summer of Soéofpln teidt utsheand was headed b
to Newport Nevs, Rhode Island, to go back to harbor there to be totally
renovatedinsofar as repairs. Wekhe got just past the Azores Islajaisd
thenshewasdowrs he coul dnét bl ow her ball ast
and imploded.

Lost the entire crew?

Lost the entire crew. Went dowand the water pressure just imploded the
submarine.

What 6s t hat ,whoe nt oyhearihGthatoeivs?y o u
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Sweet: | supposehad it been crew members that you knew personally, you probably
would be moraffective to youmore than just knowing that yqustlost a
sub and ninety men on a sub that reall
yeah, it was national newsecause they were expecting to come home to be
reunited with their familiesOnce theywere back to Newport News, Rhode
|l sl and, they were going to get | iberty

DeRue: In the summer of 19@8It seems like everything was happening in 1958
you remember when Martin Luther King was assassinated?

Sweet: | do. | remember watching it on television. He had bsyingatd ot e |
DePue: A hotel in Memphis.
Sweet: Yeah, in MemphisAll | remember is, in watching it on television, is that they

were like on the second level or second deck of this.Hoteld o rwd t kno
whet her he waBstlremhember Seding that news céverage of

it, yeah.
DePue: What was the percentage of sailors you were serving with who were black?
Sweet: Onboard shipl would say that if there wez400men, there might have been

thirty-five or forty black sailors.
DePue: Thatos a pretty small percentage.

Sweet: It was a small percentagko be perfectly honestwithyouand | 6 m not
trying to change the subject, but | know it was when | was with my division
| thought 1 6d got f omdemproingsoni ng, b
formation | just became deathlysidkv er ybody t hought, oh,
beinghungover.lsdi, ANo, iIitds either something
| 6ve contracted. o0 So | wa@t yeamhei ck ba
forget what he told me | had, but | got sent to the base hqspithl was
there for five days.

In the five days | was thie, right next to me was one of my shipmates,
whow a sléemember his last name wisleGregor One night | woke up
and my IV had come out of my arinwas just literally laying there bleeding
to deathl got his attentionand he saved my life.

DePue: Whyd d you mention that name in conjunc
assassination?

Sweet: First off, being i n the milit;gauy you n
just never knowOne day you could k& | remember one dayere we were
all working away intie shopthe shop chiefcomejmand he says, n We
warl. ssai d, ASir ?2owlasts th@ Wedu ego@mda n war . O
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AWel |l , wedre i rHet b ay.¥hisaesfinel &xrDayWsar . 0
with I srael. o He sai d,pbéinythéSixckDaygWar war . 0
where the Muslims, whatever

That would have been 1967 | 6 m t r y i nlthinkithat wasehmenmb e r .
that the Israelis initiatedecause they knew it was pending that they were

going to be attacked by the Syrians andXher dani ans and t he E
not sure about Jordan, but certainly the first and last.

And the thing about it was, the reason it only lasted six&lhysmember

when the chiefame backt hey | i terally thought that
and @ to Israel or at least that area, and we were going to have to extract

civilians out of that area and bring them onboard our ship and take them back

toé welblwhet her itéd been Spain or somewhe
be to some form of safetyhat never happeneBut after six days, the shop
chiefcameinand he saihlg filkieWesdalr, Hestartedv er . 0
explainingittousHesays fAl want t o.ltsaglalely®sy drhe ytt
seriousthey dondét take prisoners. o

Y o u 6lluded tait a couple of timebut we need to mention where the port
is. Where were you stationed out of?

Oh, Rota, Spain. ltds actually the sou
Atl antic, but 1td6s | ustbodwohlsvoude of t he
guess, mayb#00, 120miles from the mouth of the Mediterranean at

Gibraltar.Yeeh, it 6s in the Atlantic.,Mofhut it OSs

of the cruises that our boats went on were either in the[Mediterranean]
or North Africa or Southern Europe.

When you were on cruises were you part of a fleet?

Actually, whenCanopuswvould go out on cruiseve were always escorted by
submarines. We never knew how many were escorting/easverealsobeing
escorted by ocean ga@riugs And alsowe had these sub chasers that were
chasing Russian suttbey always escorted us tde  w e ,rsag; paidt bf a
fleet per se, but we always had escorts when we went out on patrol.

Maybe 1 6&m just mi ssi ndthinkthatth¢é subtemden ol ogy
would be there to escort or be with the submarines that needed youy tielp.
made it sound I|ike itds vice versa.

The sub tender, as | said, wewquedb out every sixty days,
fifteen to dispose of certathings.The rest of the time we were in port. We

were stern to the pieso the boats always came they were berthed

alongside the sub tender for repairs. We may have as few as two subs and as
many as five at a timéerthed alongside.

When you vere in port.
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Sweet: Yes.

DePue: When you were in
port, were you
sleeping onboard or

Sweet: Oh yes, absolutely.
DePue: How often did you get
liberty?

Sweet: Typically, we were

what 6s cal Kk
duty sectionlt 6 s, I
one week yoéd have iasllflgg_ni:isg%? Rota, Spain, enjoying liberty off the USS Canopus

duty through most of

theweekand t hen youdéd have | ike two days
like fourdaysofdutyand t hen youdd have three day
youdd have maybaends itxh edna yyso uoéfd dhuatvye o ne
depended onéso that there was al ways a

onboard.

DePue: Well, you know allof us landlubbers who never had one day on g Ktip
aloreinthe Navwyhave heard all these stories a
every port.

Sweet: (laughs) No, | never really had that kind of an inter@tPue laughs)

DePue: What was it like goingn liberty in Rota?

Sweet: Well, Rota was basicallyi t 6 s a typical sailor town.

gatest her eds al ways tdatté [bGmdidgsofthe er e t he
streetit hey 6 v t '."r‘l m

bars on both sides % _——“ y
tryingtogetyouto ‘ i ME
come inand just
drink and play
cards or mix and
mingle with the bar |

hogs to have some N ¥,
other

DePue: The bar hogs, is
that a euphemism?

Sweet: Yeah, tha
youwanted tocall

. - From left to right, Edward Schroder, Ken Kern, Charles Thurston, and
the ladies in the Dave Stark participate in the noon-hour card game held in the
carpenter/pattern shop aboard the USS Canopus AS-34, circa 1967.
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bars We just called them bar hogs. And for the most part, they probably were.
(both laugh)

| know that one of the things you mentioned befeas that your war time
duty was as a fire fighters that right?

Yes.
Do you have any experiences to tell about that?

While onboard ship I did fight fought two fires. One was fairly small and
insignificant it was just a small, pteably nothing much more than a trash
container in a compartment.

But the one that stands out most in my miréd Every day onboard
ship, every da& Depending on whether it was the captain or the executive
officer, sometimes they would have two drills ehgrithe day. Drills would be
anything from a nuc ITherae werenustalhddfgrent o a f i
kinds of different dril | sandsometimeser ci s e
theydd have two a day.

| remember this one particular day, they kegpeatings ayi ng, A Thi
i s not a dr il IAsithdppened, whese my wdrkshap was, it | | . 0
was in the Yowmpmargtomeamtté t he passagewa)
hatch, and then you had to go down through the deck to go to where the fire
was. 9, it was just immediately where | was workirig.that particular
compartmentthey had a lot of computer circuit boards and different things
stored.How the fire got started, | have no idea, but it was

These are 19®bBsf comput er

Yeah, heir circuit boards, they were as big abhe size of an eight and a half
by eleven sheet of paper would be a small circuit board.

And weodre talking tubes and not transi

No, these were transi st mnigtyrizedé ut | 6 m s u
computers todayas they would have back then. But in tbatmpartmentvere

all these different electronic and circuit boartise fire was just extremely

intense.

By the time | got down into the compartmgighting the fire, | waé
[It] started outl was about waist deep in wat®y the time we got the fire
out in the compart meRotwhatlitle ightWwhad| ne xt t
could see the paint literally blistering off the bulkhdagcause the fire was so
intense. And once &/got into that compartment, got the fire out, | literally
thought it was my last momentsecause they closed the hatch above us, kept
us inthe compartmeth ecause they didndt want to
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They sealed off all the compartmerdasd here we were with ju]
minimal amount of lantern light and whatever the fire iawas just so
smoke filled, you coul dnoByth¢temkwe your b
got the fire out, it was above chest deep in cold, North Atlantic water,
seawater.

Youbre having to fight it with seawate

Yeah, they pump water out of the ocean for you to fight the fires with. You
woul dndét wuse purified water or potable

This was not an electrical fire then?

Truthfully,] dondét know what s fodhemesdpart t, and
what was being consumed by the fire. All | know is afterwards | saw them
taking haltburned circuit boards out of there that were in storage.

The only reason | askedlishought there would béifferent ways of fighting
an electrical fire versus a standard fire versus oil or something like that.

Well typically, if yolt kbhdéw what!| kchdi
yes, you would either use a dry chemjcalyoud use a chemicdike a

foam. All we knew was it was just a compartment, finred we were fighting it

wi t h wat er .Typigalyuti@ere eould hagelbeéen energized outlets or
energized wiring that could have electrocutedMsu  j u skhowd i d n &

You dondét really have time to ask ques

Yeah, you donAltl hyaowed rtei meo ntcoed ned abou:
out and getting back topside and pumping the water out of the compartment

and trying to take everythingubthat was burned in the fir€hen the next job

is restoring the compartment back toleaning it and repainting it and

restoring it back to, say, a useable compartment again.

Would there have been situations like fhdterey o u 6r e notobec onsi de
necessarily in a combat zqgrit can you get medals or certificates for

No, I think they just consider that just as part of your job, fighting a fire.
Thereds no medal[decorationsfoedeingradytingdike d e c s
thati t 6s just part of your job.

Was that the hairiest experience you had while yerevwn the Navy?

Yeah, because | fHemwm weaeedjystwednimgnvhataneat f i r
called work uniforns, whicharey o u r °

Dungarees?
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Dungarees. And wastewéepiacoslvadex n d nyo waun e
about freezingtodéah, or you f eel |l i ke youodore g
body temperature

Approaching hypothermia.

Yeah, youb6re apphheschdiersg thhyep dtalce r mioal 6 \
breathing apparatus on, which restricts not only your bregthurgt regricts

your view, yourvisionSo y ou 6r e t r yconmmgnicatiogwiti gur e oL
other fire fighters and trying to get the freode r e youdre i n a co
thatodos so filled with smoke you canodt

The breathing apparatus,tisat hooked to an oxygen tank, or it just filters the
air?

No, what they useTheba&dleontained ta thatod 6 0 6 s |

push up into the breathing apparafiser e 6s | i ke a | atch on
you push the can up.ids y otightenirg the canupintheth,er e 6 s a
chemical reaction within the can that

the principles behind it, ébheycalleddt di dn 6
OBA [Oxygen Breathing Apparatusihich is a breathingpgparatusBut we
real | y di dn édontajnedtoxygen tanks untihlaer.s e | f

This is a different situation, but | broughtina pictdte6 s a real,l 'y nee
and | wanted to have you explain what

Well what happened was the sub that was called tBeorge C. Marshall
wasonpatroHer e again youodre talking about
information, but th&George C. Marshalhad surfacedand it was rammed by

a Russian trawler. They callatRussian trawlert was basically a Russian

spy ship.
So the Russian ship knew what it was doing.

The Russian ship, even though it was disguised to look like a fishing vessel, it

was a Russian spy ship. It rammed@eorge C. Marshalldkon 6t r ecal | f
hull number, but at the timeur floating dry dock, which is the ARDXI

[class]Oak Ridgehad a sub in it that was being repaired, so because we
couldnét take the sub out of the dry d
build on the outsle of the sub to repair the area that had suffered the damage.
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| remember |
it went from like ‘
frame][rib] thirteen
to frametwenty
threeon that sub
The cofferdam box
that we built was
all of about forty
feet long and it
had rubber gaskét .
As a matteof fact,
in the photograph
you can see that
the gentlemen who
are standing in
here are Navy -
divers.They had to &>
go under antiake |

chains around the

sub and secure that This cofferdam was built for SSN George C. Marshall on the pier where
the USS Canopus AS-34 docked in Rota, Spain in 1967. The Marshall

COﬁierdam to had been rammed by a Russian trawler (spy ship).

thee Then once

we had the coffer dam secured, then we had to pump it de&p,ikpumped
down, so we could go in and cut the hull out and repair the framework of the

submarine.

DePue: So this is a steel structure?

Sweet: Steel structurgbuiltonthe pierlt 6 s j ust amazing that th
able to build that thingsei f it so well on theéThey I

the plans and look at all the different radiuses of the exterior of the sub and
build this cofferdam to fit the exterior hull of the submarine.

DePue: It s somet hing that | bhitofpredsiottodgetak has |
good seal on it.

Sweet: Absolutely, absolutely.

DePue: Are you in this picture?

Sweet: |l am, barely. |l m the guy right here w

thought when | was standing there | would be in the picture, butexgha
when they took the picture, they clipped me out, just about clipped me out of
it.

5 A cofferdamis a temporary sticture designed to keep water and/or soil out of the excavation in which a
structure is built.
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| 6 m | o o knithe far ledt bf éh@picture, in that second, middle row,
thereds a guy split in half with a har

Hard hat on. W@ vadvays worehard hats whenever we worked anywhere,
whether it was upper weather decks, or whether we were down in
compartments on subs, &erabvays had to wear hard hats.

|l 611 take yourThwarods fao reVbeseltherp(@ otheng hes.)
memordle experiences you had while you were in this assignment?

Well, militarily, | candt recall too n
was kind of routineand[we] did a lot of things that were repetitious. | can

recall one time when The subs that are all assigned to our squadron were

all éthey had what tPaitgcheduelmeansathegaor nt s c
of flooring, the color that the bulkheads were painted, any int@mything

that was in the interior of the submarinas all painted onef four colors.

When weod ,say reglacevsometlimoleum on a deck, we already

knew ahead of time what the color was.

We al ways had in our i nheewotlbry viny
have initially used. Wen they would consider that the virfilgdoring was
worn out, we had to go down and replac&iten in like the scullery or the
mess decks or in the galleyhere all the mess cooking was going on, they
always had ceramictildu st because of the submari n:i
water and thethe expansion when they surfaced always caused the decks to
buckle and all that compression caused all that ceramic tile to loosen.

We were constantly going down and repairing decks, metal gaaits
putting ceramic tile back dow&ometimes we ran awf the particular color
and youbdeéel r dhmehmfokthe baatcane dopand he sygs,
fifhat col or doesnét match. o And | said,
it like thisor youobbewi hhAvettontil you can com

What 6s the significance of particul ar

| guess it waswhen you go down on a submarine for ninety days, even

t hough youbre kept occupied, whether 'y
ti me, or whet her , theywantyou tdeel copnfortable f r ee t
So they always tried to do soft colors, like in a light green or in light blues, so

y ou wo u lké dgudss, mdykee egdu have some psychological thing behind

it.

What was your impression of the sailors that you served with?

| made a lot of good friengdsnd | still keep in touch with two of them today.
One lives near New Haven, Connecticut, and another one lives in Bark River,
Michigan, Upper Peninsula of Michigan.
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DePue: New Haven. Thatodés Navy territory out t

Sweet: Well, and even this particular buddy of mine, even before he joined the Navy,
he worked at whawas called Electric BodtHe worked on submarines before
he came in the Navyso when he enlisted in the Navy, right away they put
him right into submanes because of his background and his experieftter
he separated from the Navy, he went right back, got a really great job working
b a ¢ k H®aven wrote me one timiee saidthat he was no longer working
on Polaris class submarinég was now workingn the Poseidon class. But
he earned a living working for Electric Boat.

DePue: Which is the company6s name.

Sweet: Electric Boat probably bu#tl 6 m guessing they probabl.y
naval submarines.

DePue: How about t he of[hon-commissionedofficetdfraeyouN C O6 s
served with? Did you

Sweet: Real i stically, |l really didnét make mu
l 611l just say that kwherd wastrandfenred frontr oni c

the 1&8h Submarine Squadron to thethgthe captain of the 16, the
Canopuswhen hecame on board, his name was Youngblood. And | thought

Boy that sounds | i ke an old pirateds n
DePue: Whyisitt hat you di dndét have a | ot of deal
Sweet: Probably most people we had in contact with would hawsdéNell, | will

say this, our divisionf@icer, his name was Thompsdihen we would have
formation every morning, he would always come to our forma#ind he
wouldd after they took roll and talked about what our plan of the day was,
what jobs and t&ks we had to do for that ddyhe always came and gave us
about ahreeminute, fiveminute pep talk or talked about things that were
going on that he wanted to rgleo us. But outside of formation and
occasionally seeing him onboard ship, he wasloff w oay @fftshipsbut he

was doing something somewheree®e di dnét really have
with him.

DePue: That was typical then, that the sailors rarely would see the officers?

Sweet: Now, as far as shop chiefs, yeah, shop chief was in the area aththe t

DePue: That would be the equivalent of an NCO in the Army?

6 Electric Boat, a General Dynamics Compangs established in 1899 to design, build and support the
lifecycle of submarines for the U.S. Navy.
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Sweet: Yeah, he would have been af?vEE-8, maybe an B. ChiefFemino was my
shop chiefs, and

!l A >
DePue: Chief ‘L’ "
Sweet: Femi noemit 6s F

nro. Heds | talli

Femino, of course it

being lalian, we
always called him the §
Golden Guinea. (both |
laugh) But, yeah, :
Chief Femino was

pretty much always
around | mean he

DePue: And somebody to be
paid attention tol
would assume?

From left to right, Tony, Edward Schroder, Ken Kern, Paul Love, Kenneth
Anderson, Chief Petty Officer Femino, Charles Thurston, and Paul Sweet

Sweet: Yes.He had, probab|y gather in the carpenter/pattern shop aboard the USS Canopus AS-34 to

celebrate Femino's birthday.

at that time, Chief
Femino probably hativentye i ght , t hirt yHeypyeabe&nexap e

for a while.

DePue: Another thing you always hear about the Navy is that they tend to be a little
bit more tradition bound than the other services. Did you find that to be the
case?

Sweet: Well,leb s p ut ;illikedthéd Nasy umifarm. | liked the fact that |

never anticipated being in long enough to become a senior NCO or a chief

petty officer, but | knew that if | had become a chief petty officer, | would

have gone from the Navy traditionatiform to the brown khakis suppose

at that pointintimgy oud6d be mor e justyourjobeandfudude a b o u't
than you would be concerned about the type of uniform you wore.

Typically, Navy was very, very, very traditionaerything from
blowi ng t he boatswainbds pipe to get you
commander coming on board or whatever, very traditional.

DePue: Did you ever have the experience of crossingetheator?

Sweet: No, I did not. | 6 m mMmoknowa évwilnat yoao Otr lee y ¢
about, but no, | never went south of gagiator.

DePue: |l know therebs quitthatta tradition that

Sweet: Yeah, they go through all kinds of initiatignf you hadndt bef or e
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How would youdescribehe morale onbad ship?

Oh, we had ahequoraeavasédry highanbord shpf
course] suppose the fact that where we were stationed it was a very moderate
climate. Being stationed in Spain, if you wanted to take, if yousggta long

libertywee k end, you coul déuUSO, you could al
Spain, even though i1tds still a thi
historyAnd as far as Portugal, you know, t

way back, even to the Roman timEsen he Romans occupied Spain for a
while, as well as Portugal, and then also the Moroccans, the

The Moors.

The Moors, they occupied Spain. Yeah, Moors, they occupied Spain hundreds
ofyearsagoSo t heredés a | ot of history there

So,& ports go, Rota wasndédt so bad?
No, | enjoyed being in Rota.
Did you get to god any other exotic ports or not so exotic ports?

While stationed there, | got to take a lot of good liberfigsvent all along

the coast in the Med, visited Gibraltar, all along the inner coast of the

Mediterranean along, which would be liKerremolinos, Malaga Costa del

Sol. Other tours | took, | went up infisevilla por as we would pronounce it,
Seville. |l took a | ot of good tours, s

Within a real short distance of Rota is wheddistory recordshat
Columbus was buried in three different locations. One of the locations is a
church thatdagb bekideetheddMedot too far
And heds supposed to have aeharoh. buri ed
But also history recosdthat hé been buried two other places

Well, i tnotbecause we sawed him into three partshbcause thegt o n 6 t
know where hebds at

Yeah But anyway, within probably less than ten miles from Rota was the

Cadiz; the Spanish pronouncei i C@itd@ese mi spr onoaButced as
that s where Col umbus got his crew whe
New World.

Youdre pretty close to Gibraltar as we
| 6ve been to Gibraltar.

Is that worth seeing?
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Oh, absolutely, yeah. The British actually occupied the peninsula of Gibraltar,
and the agreement from Great Britain to Spain is #%long as Britain

occupies that peninsula of Gibraltdrat they have to allow the monlsetio

live on thatpeninsula] | tuStsir] agreement that they had with Spain. So

you getdownto Gibraltan nd t her eds these monkeys
everywhere down there.

But before World War Il even started, Britain was down thEney
tunneled albf that Rock of Gibraltain there they havyesay,[from]
magazines for storage of ammo, to tunnels that come out to different gun
ports So, hat basically protects anyone from coming in and othef
Mediterranean.

You talked about this a liglbit, but what was your impression of how well
the Navy was dealing with integration issuésfounds like there was just a
handful of blacks that served on your ship.

|l ntegration, well I was never really
problem. In the repair divisions that | was part of, | know | had one black
chief, and there was several blacks that worked in our divisions. One | can

a

truly remember, his name was MagrudBlo w i t 6 s bleecnanséot | ong

remember some of their other namgst hell, we always got along with
them. We never had any probleriibere was never, as far as | was
concerned, issues of racial or you call it integration or intertaciah e v e r '

You are also in the Nav§tom 1% 6 t.dncréasir@ly during thaime
frame, the antivar protest is building up back in the States. Were you guys
hearing any of this news on ship?

Real istically, we didnot Fdrthesneostpae,! evi si
if you didnot r dike¢heywee naiedis ypafpmr s, say

home, we just gdbtarsand Stripea nd |1 61 | just cal l it
radio was that was thefe think they broadcast from Crete. We could listen
to the news broadcast that came from Crete

Armed Forces Radio?

Armed Forces Radio, yeah, Armed Forces Radio Overseas. | think the radio
station we listened to came from Crete, Gredosas probably about like

Good Morning Vietnanthey just restricted probably certain news items that
would go out over the neviRealistically, for the most part, all | really

7 Stars and Sipesis an American military newspaper that focuses and reports on matters concerning the
members of the United States Armed Forces.

8 Loosely based on the experiences of Armed Forces Radio Service DJ Adrian CrGoadejorning,
Vietnamis a 1987 comeddrama war film, set in Saigon in 1965 during the Vietnam War. The AFRS DJ is
hugely popular with the troops, but infuriates his superiors with what they call his "irreverent tendency."
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wanted to listen to was the currenasic, the current rock and roll that was
(both laugh)

Which kind of defined the period as leA lot of it hadthe antiwar themes
to it.

Exactly, exactly.

How about i r?Th& Danocsati€Conventioh @edeing heldn
Chicago, lllinois, and of coursthere wastehuge outburst of protest going
on there and the police reaction. Did you hear anything about that?

Not t hat I

r I was probab
voter, wasnbo

eal |y (I
t rea 0o concerned abo

reca
I t

I 1y

| t wtheskimdof thing that the sailors were sitting around and talking

about. What are we doing in 3thatt nam? T
came up?
Oh, | suppose every once in a while yo

somebodywondering what wagoing on in ViethamHere you are in the
Mediterranean and mild temperatures, nice clinmite place to go for liberty
andé@B yeah, I dondt r [¢ghatjumtijyactualyytgatl | t oo
home, which would have be&n was home by Julyth o f69. 6

Did you wear your uniform home?

You know, back then you could. You were actually required to travel in
uniform. When | came home, | flew from Rota, Spain, up to Torremolinos,
which was an Air Force station, air basaen | flew from Toremolinos

toé We stopped in the Azores to pick up some military personnel in the
Azores and then we flew on in to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, atdtial
station there.

But anyway, just a quick side st@y. \Wen | was standing at Rota
waiting for my aicraft to take off to fly back up to Torremolinos, as | was in
the terminal, | see two shore patrol coming towards me. | was in uniform,
wearing dress blues, and of coyngau had your name tag pand they came

upto meandtheys ai d, AN Ar e syd®PetTli rOd fClceeg Swee
AYeah, Il am. o0 And | said, AWhatoés goin
come with wus.o0o | said, daWell, | 6m her e
wonoét miss your flight, but you have t

Well, they tookme to Shore Patrol Headquarteasd | was sworn in
as Shore Patrpbecause | had to bring a prisoner back on the same flight |
was taking. | said, AYou got to be kid
Youbre coming with us. ¢&;IBdthdShdtread a ni g
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Patrol Band, and | was sworn in as Shore Patrol, trying to bring a prisoner
back in handcuffs.

What had he done?

He apparentlg On base every Sunday, different denominatione e n t hey 6 d
hold church, they always took up allection, and he went and stthe

collection.He got caught and wentta p t amat®ds donét even kno
| just know that they knew he was guijland he was being dishonorably

discharged.

Once | got him back to tiRehweteadel phi a
going to do with him, but my job was to see that he stayed on the flight and
that we got to Philadelphia.

Did he give you any trouble?

He tried to several time§Vhen | was at the air base inffemolinos, this guy

was giving me &ard time | was about to take a nightstick to him, and this

Green Beretthe guy comes up and literally picks him up by his collar and put

him up against the walHe [the Green Beret§aid to himhe saysii You pay
attention to theaShqr @ |IRatyroaul .do nAntd flod
telling you, 0 he says, dbGlawdl putihiemab
down.The guy was in better behavior after that.

(laughs) And you were appreciative of that.

| was appreciative ofjbecaue | di dndét really want to
with the nightstick. (laughs)

That was your reception in Philadelphia then?

Because our flight was delayed twice, once in Torremolinos and once in the
Azores, because for some reason we gotyddlan the Azoredy the time we

got to Philadelphia, it was about 6:30 or 7:00 at night in Philadelphizide

of there being Shore Patrol walking around, | had missed my connection with
the Shore Patrol who was waiting for me.

So here | end up irné terminal at theaval air station with this
prisoner, and | got nobody waiting for me. So when | did see Shore Patrol, |

got their attentionl s ai d, Al need to get to your
turn this TPheyiwanted te see myasrs; anadl showed it to

them. And they said, AWell, webll take
back with all our other people. o0 And |

9 A captain's mastr admiral'smastis a procedure whereby the commding officer must make inquiry into the
facts surrounding minor offenses allegedly committed by a member of the command, afford the accused a
hearing andhen dismiss the charges, impose punishment or refer the case to-madiatt
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DePue: What do you mean, other prisoners?

Sweet: Other prisoners, yeah.$on t hei r paddé&Ofeoargeon | 6 m r i
everybody that they had picked up was
with this prisoner.

| will tell you this; when we were inflight, | had to remove the
handcuffs, but when we landed | had tecuéf him. So when we get to
Philadelphia, | meet up with Shore Patihey take me to Shore Patrol
Headquarters, and jusy minutes | got there in tim&ecause they were ready
to close down their Shore Patrol office for the evening. | walkeahidl said,
ilbve got to turn this prisoner over, o0

they said, fAWel l , bsgcausé glod askeemale jfust i n
mi nut es, | 6d have been gone. 0

DePue: And you would have been stuck with him all night long.

Sweet: | would have been stuck with the prisoner all night long, yeah. So | turned him
overl donét know whatever happened to hi

But then I got to where | was there temporary, as being transit, being
dischargedOf course when | left Rota, it was mild, cool tgraraturesGot to

Philadelphia, and itwas justhottag ust unbel i evabl e hot,
dress blues.

DePue: What month was that, July?

Sweet: Thatwas July,yeah was home in time for Fourth

DePue: So this is your last couple of dain the NavyHad they started talking to you
about reenlisting?

Sweet: Yeah,yowcanget all these bonuses, and weol |l
andonandodn said, ANo. o0 And actwually | dic
the surface unit for two yesof meetings

DePue: In the reserves?

Sweet: In the reservesy eah then | went to the reserves.

DePue: Why did you decide you didndét want to

Sweet: |l just didndt care much about working

improve my life by gethig a college education, probably getting some kind of
a civilian job that would have paid better than just being in the military. But
afterl did get what college | did get, | did get a job with a consulting
engineering firm here in Springfiel@hen | reéized, | can get a second
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pension i f | went back in thdhand | i tary
| was out there for two years.
DePue: Just a couple other questions about getting off of active Gayetimes you
hear the stories about Vietham gederans coming back to the United States
and not being treated too wdllid you have any experience or any encounters
like that?
Sweet: |l didndt experience anytalshomtgne dfterk e t hat
that See we were required at that tarto travel in uniform, but it was some
time shortly afterthai n t he @daralty thelyq§s Whetberitt se of
was because of Vietnam or whether it was because of Russia or whatever
they came out and sai d, fndNsokHeor oty owidlr le
carrying green bags in civilian clotheghat a dead giveaway.
DePue: (laughs) With a short haircut in he 1
Sweet: With a short haiVYocwér e yreathy,d nidrruat ihfentrénil
blaringsignBut wh e n y oyingthree grednibdgd witlc yaur
military gear and 'your military cl ot hi
DePue: Did you have any kind of visceral reaction to hearing about thenamti
protess? Did that bother you at all?
Sweet: No, it di dn §no,béecauseh aways hek thatif ybuiwant to leave
and go to Canada and avoid the draft, or i y@nt to protest, hey, we have
the First Amendment, which is the free
them, but | certainly wasndt going to
DePue: You came backWas it your intention when you got off active duty to go
straiglt to college?
Sweet: T h awhatd had in my plans, yeamaas it coincidentally turned quthat
became Lincoln LanfCommunity College]they started out here just south
of Springfield in what was called API Yy
Land thefirst year Lincoln Land openéd.
DePue: In 19687
Sweet: Yeah.
DePue: Really?
101 incoln Land Canmunity College held its first classes on Sept. 23, 1968, in temporary buildings on a
temporary site. LLCC was first housed in a kadizen quickly constructed buildings on South Sixth Street in
Springfield, IL, near the Hazel Dell interchange with Inerste 55. The school 6s ni ckname

U. o
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So that fall of ©669,0Ofdourseatenegnpti ng t o Li
became wherthere was@ Wh e was i? It wasa smorgasbord that was

there | forget the namefahe placebut just south of it they built all theSat

almost looked like Army barracks that they built, which was the original

buil dings for Lincoln Land. We just ca
the ground where they built Lincoln Land Collegad Sangamon State

University!! For a number of years | went to Lincoln Land.

Were you working at the same time or a full time student?

Earl y on jljustwentrioGsthoolyAfterk was considering that |

wanted to stay in and gettinengineering or get into architecture, | was

looking at possible places of employment, and | ended up with a consulting
engineering firm that was calldénkins, Merchar& Nankeville. | went to

work forthemso | 6 m [what}l guess you want to tal it Ahands o
experienceas well as getting education at the same time.

| assume youdre goiny to school on t he

Yes, | wasThe interesting thing was, in working féenkins, Merchar&
Nankeville the first projecttheyputmané Tt t hi s t i me Abe Lin
was still under the control of the State of Illindidy first job was to go over

and measure the foundation at Lincol no
the walls, all of the inner support parts of the foundatiod,taed tq with
photographsdrawings, determine what deterioration had happened.

Then, once | drew up the plans and showed the photographs to the
structural engineers, they had actually hired a masonry contipatvyas
calledJorgensenThey went in ad actually lifted the house and did all the
repairs to the foundatioth at was my first project, W
home.

That 6s a pretty speci al project to be

It was. And see, then d novoenl, L itnhceo | htdast
to the NationaPark Service, and then they really did a lot of renovations. Of
course, part of my other project, work
and took pictures of all the interior, took pictures of the wallpaper, #hleof

cornices and everythinghere the plaster work was, so thatworking on the

structurg any damage done to it, we could do the restoration.

1 The first classes at Sangamon State University were held in 1970, which is considered the founding year of
SSU. In 1970SSUwas acquired by theniversity of lllinois and became known as thkaiversity of Illinois
Springfield (UIS).

2TheGlI Bill encompasses all Department of Veterans Affairs education lsesriited byactive dutyservice

members
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