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Abstract 

 
Jenrose Wilson, Springfield African-American History Foundation Project 

 

Interview #: SAA-A-D-2007-044 

 
Biographical Information and Synopsis: Jenrose Wilson was born in Alton, Illinois is 

1924. After her mother died, she moved to Springfield to live with relatives living there. 

When she was fifteen, Jenrose got married and had her first child by age sixteen in St. 

Louis, Missouri. After returning to Alton from St. Louis, she worked for a time as a baby 

sitter to support herself. She then went to Chicago and lived there through the 1930s and 

1940s before returning to Springfield. She moved to Chicago for a final time in 1962 and 

took a job in the maternity ward at Michael Reese Hospital. She married Charles Wilson 

in 1964. 

 

Topics Covered: Alton, Illinois; Springfield, Illinois; Lincoln School; Matheny School; 

Michael Reese Hospital; Chicago, Illinois – 1930s and 1940s 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 

 

COPYRIGHT 
This material may be used for educational and other non-commercial 

purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 

Library. “Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be 

followed. These materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for 

resale or commercial purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual 

Curator at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, 

Springfield, Illinois 62701. Telephone (217) 785-7955. 

 

 


