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Abstract 
John Cullerton, Illinois Statecraft-Pensions, ISP-A-L-2021-005 

 

Biographical Information/Overview of Interview: John Cullerton was born on October 
28, 1948 in Chicago, Illinois. He served in the Illinois House of Representatives as a 
Democrat representing the northern lakefront area of Chicago from January 1978 through the 

end of 1990, then in the Illinois Senate until his retirement in January 2020. From January 
2009 through the end of 2019 he was the Senate President.  Senator Cullerton talked 

extensively about his life and political career in a separate interview, part of the Illinois 
Statecraft – Legislators collection.  

During this interview, Senator Cullerton gave a detailed discussion of the efforts he and 

the Illinois Senate made to reform the struggling Illinois pension system. He explained the 
1995 reform that came to be known as the Edgar ramp. He especially discussed the 

importance of creating a Tier 2 pension system which he stressed that, over time, will solve 
the state’s problems once those in the Tier 1 (Legacy) system are no longer drawing benefits. 
He also discussed the various strategies he and his Senate colleagues made to push for what 

they considered a constitutional change for Tier 1 employees, and the competing legislation 
that Illinois House members and others were supporting, which he characterized as being 

unconstitutional. Ultimately, what was pushed through was a bill that subsequently was 
determined in a unanimous decision to be unconstitutional by the Illinois Supreme Court.  

 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Illinois pension system; attempts for pension reform in 
Illinois; Eric Madier; Laurence Msall; Speaker Mike Madigan; Gov. Pat Quinn; Illinois  

  

Notes to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is 
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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