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Abstract  
Thomas Paprocki, People of Faith, PFM-A-L-2017-092 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview:  Thomas John Paprocki was born on 

August 5, 1952 in Chicago, Illinois to Polish-American parents. Thomas had eight siblings; 

all seven boys worked in their father’s pharmacy.  He attended Catholic Schools, 

learning Latin, Polish and English at an early age.  He was fourteen when he started studying 

for the Priesthood at Quigley Preparatory Seminary South in Chicago.  He then attended Niles 

College of Loyola University, where he lived on campus, majoring in political science with a 

minor in philosophy.  While there, he was elected president of the Young 

Democrats. Following his ordination in 1978 from Mundelein, he served as Associate Pastor 

at St. Michael Church in Chicago. Wanting a law degree to better serve the poor, Paprocki 

attended DePaul Law School and passed the Bar Exam in 1981 and co-founded the South 

Chicago Legal Clinic with Edward Grossman. In 1985 he became Vice Chancellor of the 

Chicago Archdiocese, and was sent to Rome in 1987, where he studied Canon Law. He also 

studied many languages (he speaks five) and earned several more degrees from a variety of 

schools.  His specialty was immigration law. 

  At one point in his early ministry, Bishop Paprocki served eleven parishes in a six-block 

area in South Chicago, three Polish, and one each of Lithuanian, German, Slovenian, Mexican 

and Irish. In 1992, he became a Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Chicago under Cardinal 

Bernadine, who died in November 1996. He was sent to Krakow in July 2000 for an intensive 

course in Polish.  Cardinal George appointed him as Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago in January 

2003, where he served for seven years, overseeing sixty parishes with 120 priests. Pope 

Benedict named him Bishop of the Diocese of Springfield in June 2010.   

The Bishop's two patron saints are Thomas More and John Fisher, both 16th century 

religious figures from England. When he came to Springfield, there were only eleven men 

studying for Priesthood; at the time of the interview there were twenty-four. He has received 

many awards and recognition. His goal is Eternal life with God in His Kingdom.  He "follows 

God where God was leading him." His hobbies include ice hockey, where he plays goalie, and 

running marathons, of which he has run twenty-three at the time of the interview.  

Subject Headings/Key Words: Quigley Preparatory Seminary South, Chicago; Niles College of 

Loyola University; St. Mary of the Lake Seminary, Mundelein, IL; St. Michael Church, Chicago; 

Cardinal Joseph Bernadine; St. Joseph Parish, Chicago; Archdiocese of Chicago; Diocese of 

Springfield, IL; DePaul University College of Law, Chicago; Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome;  

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a transcript of the spoken 

word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in 

such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, 

nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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