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Deveraux: Good afternoon. This is Robert Deveraux on thih 8@ May, 2012, speaking
with Lieutenant Colonel Lawrence Pickett, in his office at Western lllinois
University. This is an interview for the Oral History Project for the Abraham
LinconVet er an 6 sproRe M@ dMoenng lieutenant colonel

Pickett: Good morningHow are you doingRob?

Deveraux: We like to start off with getting a little bit of background abwhere you
were born, your family, your parents.,S¢here were you born?

Pickett: |l was born in 1962 in Berlin, Germany.
fiarmy bratdo My father was from Massachusetts; my mother is a German
national. They met in Europand then luckily enough | was born. | lived in
Germany actually, for the next twelve to fifteen years. | actually traveled
back and forth from the United States@ermany as my mother was married
to a soldier. Spevery three years we would moeventally settling down in
Radcliff, Kentucky right outside of Fort Knox. Completed high school at the
North Harden High School in Radclifind ther{l] went into my under
graduate at Western Kentucky Universitshere | received a Bachelor of Arts
in history and received my commission in 1982 aseaondikutenant.

Deveraux: Tell me a little bit about your father.
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Wel | , it 6s  becausell gctuallynhave twe fathers.n gave my
blood fatheywho my mother divorced early o8ol reallyd on 6t know ver
much about the gentleman. | understatabk very similar to him

But the gentleman | call my fathdreo Picketf was actually born in
Kentucky. He is retired military. He came in the Army as a yoaniisted
soldier, made it all the &y up to the rank éf | believeit wassergeant first
class. Theme saidiHey,l 6 m t i red of these young ki
do. 0 So he we sCandidate SOHOE] arjd @&€efveda e r
commission in the Infantry and served the remainder ofris im the
Infantry and also in an MP Unitetiringwith about | believei t 6 s -tvove nt y
years active servicéle saw combat ivietnam

His guidance to mavhen | was younger, right out of high school,
was i H eifyyou want to join the Army, go be afficer. Y @uoléably get
a little bit better career and opportunitiasd you control your career a little
bit better than if you just enlist as

So was he pretty influential in your decision to join?

He dd not force me to join. | think | just had a natural propensity to go to the

Army, because | had traveled so much with the Army baocH forth seeing

Europe and then living right outside of Fort Knox, Kentucll of my

friends were mostly children @&frmy folks, and they kept rotating out every

three years. So that just kept me hooked into the Aamy | enjoy the Army

lifestyle. Plus | wanted to travel. | was actually hopwgen | first received

my commissionto be assigned active duty to Koreandan | know Europe, |
hadtraveled to Europe as a child and as a young ddsdid il want t o go
the Far East. | want to see Japan, Karea.

[The] Army, in its infinite wisdom sent me back to Germanyhich
was actually a benefibecause | actugl met my wife in Germany. My wife is
a Brit. She was actually a nanny for an Air Force family. We met at a German
bar, and we dated. She finally accepted my proposal for marridmmut six
months before | came back to the United Stateggot married irEngland. |
came back to the United States fivd] have been together now for twenty
three years.

Any children?

Oh, | have two children. | have a twerityo year old will be twentytwo

year old in about seventeen dayson w h o dursenty going to Spoon River
and hopes to transfer to Western to be a RFH&creation, Park and Tourism
Administratior] major. My youngest is my nineteen year old daugl8dr ead s
freshmanactually, up in North Central College in Naperville.

Neither one othem really has a desire to be in the militanydagain
|l 6m not pushing them to be in the mild.@
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he wanted to work in RPTA but maybe in the field of specializes with military
recreation. So | think he still has sotmes to the militarybased on my
almost well, my thirty years of experience of being in the military.

|l tds hard to pPbelnibeave ti?t 6s that [ ong

't 1 s. I 6 m al nootgrine dnd d halfyright noyand | jlksh o w
donhtbitnk t haétt hllaGvre t theadyealpgll 6dm g¢gBeuttt i ng t he

Well sir, take away the gray hair, youstl about thirtysix bu (both
laugh.

| wish; | wish.

| also wanted to ask you abéuR i gnhotw you o6r e¢hROAC ki ng wi
[ Reserve Officehere@Wastem? ni ng Cor ps|

Yes. | have been here at Westerow, for goingonf our t een year s. I
strange situatigrin that | left active duty in about 1995 and went immediately

into the Reserves. The Wy decided it was going to try an experimértiey

worked with brimging in contractors to work in ROTC programs, because they

wer enodt <eimeocactigetdutyf saldiers, officers and NCfosn

commissioned officerstp fill all the ROTC programs.

Thiswas inthe 9D s
Thiswasinthe® 9.0 sThi s é
And so the military was going throughdeawdowr?

So the military was going throughdaawdown a significantdrawdown,at

that time. So they opened upestprogram with about twenty or thirty

programs across the country. | had worked for about a year and a half in the

civilian field and found thatyou know the work ethic and the

environmengé Ilmeant hey6re very good people that
Louis, but it justwas not my lifestyle. So | saw this opportunibgecause
previously I 6d tried to tell .my wife I

Sol volunteered forthisand | 6 ve act uanlahdyff been we
as a contractor here at Westesimce 1997. | stéed hereand thenwhen the
Global Waron Terrorismstarted | was in aCivil Affairs unit, up in Chicago.
At that point in timel was mobilized three times in the last ten years, retired
and then thereds a prograrhdnalt]l €d | Re ttil
position with an active duty officeand | volunteered to come back on active
duty, as a retiree working fulime, teaching ROTC.

So this is my second year as a retiree reaaliking at Western
hoping tomaybedo one more year heregebause that way my kids will have
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been stabilized in the schools that they want to gérd then my wife and |
cangofinally letmegrowupand | et me do somet hi
worthwhile for the economy.

ng

t

(laughter) Spis thereanydif er ence i n whatds ,require:

working on active dut§

No, the only benefit to me as a retiigé still must mairtain the same level of
fitness | wear the uniformsame height, weight standar@éut,]| 6 m n ot
required to take BT test,whichasmost soldiers willknowt hat 6 s a
thing, not having to take the annual or seamnual PTest But, I still do it
here because agajipart of our requiremepas an instructor for ROT,Gs
demonstrating the appropriate level anéiss Theonly way you can really
demonstrate that is by taking the Army #&8tand showing the young

st udent s,evernaafortyeiglit br éogtynine years oldl can pass the
Army PTtestat whatever standard that |

That deave atwéntyearold much excuse reallgoes it?

grea

nee

d

't real,ayddbolkeasand®d®s my bi ggiesomeottieal | enge

young kids. | mearsome of them are fibut a lot of themt hey 6 we w
calle What is it?d Nintendogeneration fit.Their thumbs argghenomenally
fast and agilgbut the rest of their bodies are not quite following the same
level of fthessbecause t heyoére all ,mnsieadkoé d
going out and doing some of the other stuff they rneaib.

Have you noticed a decline in fitness standards over all?

| 6m goi,yeg. Notagreatedgclinb ut | 6 m g o jjustdront o
my memories as a childvhat | did going outsideand then my time here, the
fourteenyeas | 6ve ,bkefnameéren, yeah ther
challenge and more work for ,ues instructorsto get the students to

hat

on t |

say

eds

k

understand itbés a personal responsibil
commit to that by going to the gym or goingtothe ¢ cent er . You

do it once a week and think youor
actually dedicate a little bit more time.

e go

We do organized athletics hetbree days a week, but for some people

t hat 6 s Butforotbegstudenishe y @oing to need to spend a little
extra time on their own to get in shape. And tharce they reach that level,

then of course, the three days a week is really a maintenance phase of fithess
thietr ¢

for them. So itds become 4d dlviet tglod

But,honestlyt he st udents that come i
volunteers. The ones that stay in the Senior Progyamknow they have
stayed id especially in the last ten yedr&nowing thatt h e gading te
potentially deploy to a combabne. So there is something inside them that
says they want to servend they understand the requiremefis,they spend

nt o

c
i

R
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a little bit of extra time getting into shag®eecause they knavas soon as they
graduatea year or two latethey may be in a cabat zone.

And t hat és r eal |sinceéhe beginmingoobthesvardrer at i on
terror, i sYh@ouw daor6t join wit mighfgosowaxpect at
You join with the expectation that the probability is very high.

Very mud so. Initially as an ROTC instructor when 9/11 started were a

little concernedb e cause we thought thered6d be a
students enrolling in ROTC. But to be honestross the boardhere]has

never beemhe significant drop that pgple thought was going to happen.

There was a slight decl.Wehmye but 1t0d0s p
continue@ ROTC, across the boarthas continued to make its

commissioning mission. Every year it commissions sufficient officers for both

the active Armythe Guard and the Reserve to fill thegeond lieutenant

positions that are required.

So it says a lot about, you know, the youth of Ameridzereare
youths out thereacross the entire country that are volunteering to come in and
serve their countrybe it on active duty, be it in the Guard, or be it in the
Reserves.S@a hey6r e out there. 1t just takes
level that they need to be.

Any difference in the quality of people coming into the program?

No, I think the quality is pretty gogdbecause we do a pretty good,jalsq of
being up front about what the expectations ereollege, what you have to
require because itakes a lot more dedicatiptaking senior level ROTC
prograns, as well as being aifi-time college student and maintaining a solid
GPA.

Sao, with that and the fact that we do weed out the students that
reallyd based on our experienésnighté | have almost thirty yeaés
experience in the ArmyWehave NCOsand we have other officeve h oeb v
got ten, fifteen, twenty years experience. There are some quantifiable things
we lookatand t hen t he rdastheorshdégoing tonbe & goddo u s
leade d that we all have seehased on our years of experience.

We work with the studentsand Ithink we do a good job of weeding
out the students that are not going to meet the minimum standard. And again,
like I tell my studentsl 6 m not | ooking to make you (
Powell or the next Petraeus; Iwaetbtde | 00
going to be quality lieutenant that | would trustcharge of my son or
daughteri f t hey had to go into a combat zo
tobethihoeoahnfantry soldier that you see
we have a lot ophenomenallygood kids inthé o g i s ffieldcin then s 6
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military intelligence T twehtaG@ s we 0 r ethelstaderfwhaol],gcrasso r
the boardwould be a solid person.

So it Obsttembadt f a ¢Rilitany sighg for ensign or second
lieutenant, whose rank insignia is a golden bar.]

It is not abutter barfactory, (laughter)notat all. | transitioredthis last year to
working with thesophomorestudents. Initiallyl 6 v e  bjumierelass h e
instructor for many yearand | wasalways teased because we would start my
junior yearwith about thirtyfive students Then,by the end of th@unior

year, they were whittled down to about twenty, maybe eighteen, nineteen,

t wenty st ud e i Ma justgotttogtgpschringktiem awayo

| t 6 shonestlytme s caring them away. I t 6s
Part of it is because | think | have some fairly high standards for the students.
And the other is that we finthat some students initially come into the
military, or at least into ROTGt hi nking it ds ,mhthen t hey w
they realize that the time requirement and the commitment is not what they
desire. So they voluntarily select themselves to leave the program.

Unfortunately, thereodseistothee real ly
program and thenas they go through the medical procéissy find out that
they arenét medically qualified becaus

years ago ofjsomething]that the military screening has picked up that the
local physicaldoes 6t p i ¢ k 0 ulgst.somk medy, verggood kids
because of those factors.

Someone coming out of a ROTC program is going to have a degree of
leadership expected of them?

Yes, it is Again, ourjob isto mentor them and to identifijadt they have the

potential to be good leaders. We demonstrate and we teach them some

leadership skills, but we also realize tlmicet h e yohe véth college,

theydre stildl |l earning Bmeyndhthe ur i ng i n
leader yet, becaaghey still have at least another year of training with the

Army, before they actually join their platooipe it in theGuard,Reserve or on

active duty.

So therebés still a |l ot more to | ear
they finish allofthatp | us what wedve tried to incu
they should be, across the baoadolid lieutenant. Will they make mistakes
Of course, thatdés whatl dyno usnugr el iyeouutbevnea ns
same thing

| made my fair share of mistag. | was just telling some students

about it last night. We al lsecomdke mi st a
lieutenantas | ong as immoralsrumethicd yidud edgoean §t ki | |
somebodg youbr e probably going to be okay.
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Have you got anfeedback from former students who have been deployed?

Oh, in fact every one of the last three deptiogns | O ve,l Beenraoam i nt
WIU/ROTC graduates. They have been working in both Iraq and Afghanistan

or in Germany. They enjoy their tim@ur students are about the norm with

other students. AboB0% of the ones that go on active duty remain on active

duty beyond their normal three or four year contract requirements.

Thentheothersfindthagta f t er t he i, i Hahkyousvéry t our , |
muchl 6 ve | earned a | ot, buytortheyhmemat t o ¢
spouseTheAr my 6s not the best place somet in
al |l have enjoyed their time on active

We just had our Military BIl, and three of our alumni came back.
T hey 0r e senidr majorssoongcebe promoted tieutenant colonel
They actually were of the graduating clasé @newas 1996and the other
one was a graduate class of ,doigde/y. They
the ILE [Intermediate leader educat]jaoursethatis required of all O4s,
majors and soon to be promotédutenant colonels

You mentioned that the Army is not always conducive to family lifave
you notice@ Ma y lweeshould justjuickly reviewé Y o were in Desert
Storm?

Yes, b
Have youbeen to Iraq twice?

|l 6ve been to Desert Sdmd m,hdmalgovevi de®n
multiple little deployments, back to Europe or to other locatitmrsnstance

You were on your way to Africa this summer

And 1 d6m on my way,kh yemw O6AM rgiocian g¢ htiocs tsaukmeme
in Tanzania, Africa with a group of roughly twestine students and two
addition cadr es. Weadnrgoeernmental organization wo r k
[NGO] called Cross Cultural Solutionm Tanzania. Working in a

humanitarianteaching English to young students, working in hospitals,

working possibly with HIV victims, things of that nature.

The Army is doing this at atut a hundred other countrjegross the
world, to expose ROTC students to a lot of different cultures that they may
not normally go tpbecausewhen you come into the Army neardays we

dondt go into a combat zoneithss a singl
coalition of other c¢ounttogeeosrstuddris we 6 r €
used to working with people from various cultures and backgrobedsuse,

again, youo;,yo understanch mad oludm sur etooot her p

[that] the peopd in other countries are not like. ¥ou have to be willing to
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accept thgtand you have to learn how to adapt your perceptions and your way
of working so that you can both work successfully toward achieving whatever
the ultimate goal is.

My time in Iraq | worked with officers and NCOs from Poland, from
Ukraine, LithuaniaTherewere some people from South Koydzere was a
guy from Singaporewe had some folks from Columbia, South Ameritiee
| et &SI hewee representatives from Great Britairgr@any, Denmark
so lots of different cultures. As an3®) officer, you need to be able to work
with those people andt leastbe able to understand something of their
culture or how to interact with those people.

Saq taking Desert Storm thers @ starting point, holWwasthe international
nature of operations changed for the Army?

| think Desert Shield/Desert Storm was a first start of the change for the

Army, because if you look back af wewere the first major power to go.in

But, before we actually went in and invaded Kuwait from Saudi Arabia, we

d i dgo & until we had coalition of Westenations,as well as countries

from the Middle East. | meagou had lots of differeét Y o bad the Saudjs

you had the Kuwaitid believe Bahain had a contingenthen,of course

you had the folks that people remember, the Western nat@nshad Britain

and France. Il 6dm trying to think of who
Stor m. I candgttoeabégnramembee.

Namingall thirty-some odaf them (laughsg

See, | 6m havi ng a bdtausedt Gs nee ere nseambrea n yn
But it is. So that was the start of working as a coalition and having the UN

support behind what we were doing. Historicailyyou think back, America
goesintoplaceand wedr e nor mal |,gndtvédhe bi ggest

With afew token Australians.

Rogegé orBrits. Sgnow we dondt waedauhetwe nd/anmodt
people to thé wkknowhwetaeawa pee pbwer, but
want them to t hi nkandwha we sayeéndstoede thetoely onl y
way of doing things;wenhcedhtheGugppowdfy it 6s a
everybody else.

And ironically, in Desert Storm, Syria was onéawr allies.

|l was going to say Syri a, but | coul dn
of it.

Yeah hardto believe considering the events going on now.

The events that are going on now, VYyoub
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Letds back track a little bit and talk
stands out?

As a cadet or as an instructor?
As a cadet.

Oh my goshl actually came in ROTE [ | t a kttle edd in the fact that
back when | came jryou could actually go to Fort Knox, Kentucky for what
they called the ROTC basic camp., 8s a high school studemhtspent thirty
days at Fort Knox, Kentucky, which was just right outside my house, going
through their version of basic training.

So,whenl went to college at Western Kentuglacademically | was a
freshmanbut for ROTC | was already gunior. Sol already started as a
junior cadet It only took me two years to get my commission. But what kind
of stood out was the fact that my first figkdining exercisgas a Senior
Cadet |, I actually had to wrihesmusdlo me an
wasnodt even eighteen yet, to go out on

The other thing that really hilariously stands,@utd | tease my
students about,is dondét do tobacco of any type,
college student. The first chew of tobacco | ever received was from a young
lady fromVersailles Kentucky while we were out doing an FT]field
training exercise] So wedr e o pandi d @ isanrgdatviea Gsr & TaXl |
getting tired. So she gives me this chew of Redrhpat this chew of
Redman irthere and | got higher than a kite. We were walking up this
mountain and | couldhaveswore | would havgustkept on walking off the
edge of this muntainandkept on going. Immediatelyspit that stuff out
Thatpretty much has kept me off of tobaceeersinceand t hat 6s been
almost thirty some years since that happened.

Did you forget to get your mombés per mi

| did forgett o € No ,di dndét talk to my mom about
one of the good thingg heother thing | remembaes, here | aml was just

nineteen yearsld, going to Airborne School as an ROTC Cadet. First time

| 6d gone ttminifiguwhdlit wasia phertoraenay experignce

learning how to fall out of an airplane successfully. | talked to my dad about

it, because his many years of experieacel he was still on active duty at
time.HetoldmefiSon, t her eds faloutgfthe¢ skybirdt hi ngs t
shit and fools. 0 And (Deerawdaaghspatit,ei t her
but | 6m going to ;gb ook $,almek d Were @t g
to give it a whirl. He sent me on my way. But | successfully survived.

Well, I can tell from your uniform, sjthat you are &ive jump chump [A
graduate of the U.S. Army Airborne School, and who proudly shows off his
Basic Parachutist Wings{bothlaugh)
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No, actually I 6 minejump chumpbecause yogo to Ranger Schogjou
get four more jumps. | 6ve dofive a
jumpchumpst uf f. 1 6 m not an experMygosh
t h e y@p neastersand they have themaster blaster wingsyhich means
t h e yane al theljumps they need to. They hdike 150to 200jumps.

That 6s r e adlsbhave gveoygdod friehduntho was chasing

jumps like that and ended up having an accident wiiuée,and he ended up

falling out of the sky at aboui00feet.He survivedbut he had significant
back issueg~or awhile, he was laid upfor about six months now. He
recovered successfully and is still on active duty @sl dird colonel anchas
done some pretty interesting things in his time. So chasing jusmug my
recommended course of action for young students.

Former medical corpd just blows me awayhe things people survive.
Oh, phenomenally, yes.
Yeah.

You see pictureor you see experiences in combat zondhiofys that you
would not think somebody would not survigen d t hey ¢ o me
just phenomenal.

Well, after ROTC where did you go then?

Well, after ROTCandl got myb a ¢ h edegoee, dvgas commissioned on

coupl
Know

active duty as amfantry officer. My first assignment was in Germany. | was

with the 8h Infantry Division Mechanized in Mainz, Germany. Mainz is
| ocated on the Rhine Ri v édependingdns

how fast you drive on thautobahd southof Frank or t , Ger many .

little Kaserne [ Ger man word that transl ates

only combat organization her e .

support soldiers.

| lived on the economyvhich means livingutsidethe basgas a

single officer. | was renting a hoysaut in the middle of the vineyards. It was

beautiful scenery in the wine growing season. | wasfamtry lieutenant
with theM13 (armored personnel carrier)

Forus a lot of our training was going to Grafenwohr and Hohenfels.
This is back when you did it as combined exercise. So you would actually

deploy from youlKaserngo GrafenwohiHohenfels for a montanda half to
two monhs at atime. Today hey dondét quite go
would go downand they might spend two or three weeksd then come
back.But, backin 1986 you went for a month and a half.

10

Ther eds éWdIjlwasr obabl
a brigade, so 14@<$oidiers on th&dsdrneand theb somt

out a
about
| t
il
for th
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Just a funny thing about that is | met my wifbad ore date with my
wife, thenl disappeared for six weeks to do the Grafenwdbhenfels
rotation. So that kind of started our relationship of where | would cepsnd
some time at home and then disappear for extended periods of time. It just
seemghis hascontinued on, even now todaywith me taking longextended
trips, while she gets to stay at home.

How does your wife handle that?

My wi feds handled that phenomenally we
certain people who are hergbsat my wife is definitely one of them,

especially in the last ten yeavsith the global war on terror. We had two
children,youngkidsand | 6ve done t hreeShelmmsr s i n
had to stay here and keep the family going and things ofithat ur e. She & s
done a phenomenal job.

Shedid even a great job when we were singlethe time But again
my wife, she was independent. She had moved from England to Germany to
work as a nanny. S® h eabtuhlly been living in Germany for two years
befare | ever showed up. So she was very comfortable being on her own and
doing things. Our relationship wésat wetrusted each othebecause | was
gone a lotand she was still left there alone a We neverhad any problems
beyond the normal getting tlatogether andcclimating because decisions
are made when ltkimofjuster aps wtuhere.what 6s

I had a dinner last night with a couple of students and their girlfriends,
because they were kind of curicaisout i Wh aittlile $o be a married
person in the Army? Youkngwhen heds gone armd t hi ngs
So we talked about the separation and thihg® you can overcome thatnd
the challenges that are a part of that. My wife has done phenomenally well
and we seenpthave a fairly stable family. So | give kudos to my wife.

The families of service members, military familiase really the unsung
heroes of war.

They really arebecausglike | was telling young students last nigihenl

deploy | rd one of these guys whbcompartmentalize things. So when |

geé¢ 1 6m not trying to sound cruel, but |
feelings to my family. | put them in a little box. | put it to the back of my

mind, | occasionally pull it oytand | wil maybe call homgonce or twice a

week or email.

But again, the first deploymernb Desert Shield/Desert Storm, there
was no such thing as email and cell phones. For the nine months | was
deployed | made one phone call homEhatwas back | do not homstly
remember whathe datewvas,but there was a system callRtARS (military
auxiliary radio system)

11
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It was a radio telephone system where | got one time | could get on the
phone You actually have to use radio telephone procecuned i1t 6 s ki nd
jumping from short wave to short wave radieross the world. To talk to
your wife, | would have to sgyi Swe et hear,over & Amd et lyomu s
would respond back with whatever sheos
was punctuated witfover, 8o the people who were operating the radios
know when we were done talking. We got that one time.

And then of courseas things go on and technologies advanow,
with the Internet and things of that naturet 6 s a | ot easier, bu
difficult on people.

That 6s an i n.tSemethisdtwasgging to@sk you abguth
connectionwiththai s do you think it makes it h
easy to keep your foot backdin

Itis. In fact the Army has found thahatactually is one of the thingsh at 6 s

causing a lot of undo stress on marriages is because a lot of young cthaples

husband is in chargand now he knows he can get a cell phame he has

Il nternet when he depl oysswifetdbe he doesnbod
independent.

| mean | know soldiers who dondét even t
make Theyrun the checkbogkheypay all the bills. Wellwhen they deploy
it 6s ki, bedausa fh ehgalitryng to do all of that while hey 6r e
deployed Then,their wife is back herectually having to handle all those
things. So when the young soldisigetting to go out of the wire, wejust
thateveninghe and his wife just had an argu
makeitt he car,asdbt b&eaeds. Amdthewifeiems e | ssue
comfortable being an independent person.

Well then the husband &ying to solve all these problepnfsom way
back in Afghanistan or Irad henhe has to go outside the wite his mind
really focusedomwwh at 6 s h a p [ &laAnd then thai cassesdh ot of
friction on marriages. Thatdés why a | o
always survive deployments. Older coupteh ey 6 ve beenat hrough
couple of times within the last ten yeafsh e yadlapted.

Even backwhen | was a company commander, right after Desert
Shield/Desert Storpi told my young soldiers and their spousgédH eyyo u 6 v e
got to learn to let your wife handle thing® b eme wauld @o four or five
month rotations tohe National Training Center and places like tBatenjust
being here inthe statdsei ng gone for four or five
handle covering all the bills yourself. You have to teach your, aifd she
has to become somewhat indepengiribe able to do that.

So their communication reallyaschanged the nature of deployments.
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Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

It has significantly changed it. Thatnd the fact thatvith the social media

and Facebook and all that odmhoeget t hings
out quite so rapidlygets back home even fastert ngagbe not sanitizear
somebodybés checked it. So things are g

Again, like | was always told as a young lieutenant, the first report of
what 6s happening i ecauberthe siaformaidnway s i nco
becomes disjointecdnd people areexcted nd you dondét get al
information So, if you pause, get a second follawp or a third followup
report then things kind of shake out. You find out really what happened.

With the social media and the cell phones and stuff like that today,
there are cases where young soldiers are calling home and,sayinly g o s h,
you know John Whmsy kgo sk dolioAnnddhsi bwéinf e h-
about it Then,what they find outrealzing a day or two later is that, no,
maybe John was wounded araybe it was some other John that was killed.
But, unfortunatelyt hi s guy didndét know that. He
home and started a lot of problems back at havita the family and things
like that. So it is both been a positive and a negative to having the
communications going on.

| remember being in Germanip the only theater asset for CH4asd every
time onewentdown and CNN announced it, the whole community ks
AOh my gosh! o

Ohyeah. Theh hey @i @ K it ypgsguys Rlow many of you guys are
all éo

Yeah and it only was ongéut that was enoughlaGighg
Oh, yeah.
New complications

Very much soTheArmy and societywe 6 r e trying to figure
going to do all twebsr estguafifng Ittaddsb aena scye
we 6r e g o0éi Ynhogknow,aheyhawe black outs on the FOBSward

operating basegjf communicationsbuti t d o @ksthatomay, because

there are civilian providers that provide service to the soldiers on some of

these forward operating bases, o u cano6t al ways shut do
provider.

Yeah How about information securifyn Afghanistan and Iragf® it difficult
to maintain?

(sighs)Kind of hard to saybecaus¢td e pends on where youdr
There are larger bases, larger FQR8ere you have lots more people who
have access to some of this secure slifeén,you have the smigr FOBS.
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Deveraux:
Pickett:
Deveraux:

Pickett:

Where | was at in Afghanistan there were alB80 Americans on this
place. So, we had a very limited number of people who access to the secure
networks and secure systems, Smeping the wrong people away from that
stuff was pretty easyorégh peopl e who di dndtwasneed t o
pretty easy.

Aswefoundqwi t h t he case thatos &till be
well, actually,several cases that are being prosecuted right ngou have
young guys or gajand ift h e yad veiag propdy supervised, well then
yeah, they have that ability to downl o
downloading.Thenyou end up with the various breaches of security that are
going on.

That causes all kinds of problems.
Causes lots giroblems for people.
Wel,l et 6s talk about what happened afte

Welbafter Germany, | then went to Fort
career coursesninfantry guy. Completed thaMy wife andl moved to Fort
Campbell, Kentuckywith the 105t This was right about 1990. We got there

right before Desert Shield/Desert Storm kicked off. My wife was pregnant

I was kind of bummed at the timieecause my battalipwhich was
the 2nd of the 187h Rakkasanswas getting ready to do a training exercise
down in Panama. This was when Panama was still out there as a jungle
warfare center. | was so excitémbcause | thoughbAlright,| 6 m goi ng dow
to Panama and do some ttalanicomimangedi n Pana
looking back it was probably the right thing toddeaid i O h , Youar wife
is getting ready to deliver, Larry. You need to stay herewSodr e goi ng t c
make you the rear detachment commangéile the rest of the battalion
deploysdom t o P a n a mao.Not redllfiRexdted mbout that.r .

But then,amazingly enoughhat was right in Augustvhen Saddam
invaded Kuwait. So the next thing | knpthe 105twas put on alert status
and here | anmwith the other rear detachment gufgr our battalionThebulk
of the battalion is done in Panama, where they stqupexburse, all the
training, andrwedmyge tlmadloallemuge an ent ir
worth ofgear inin connexeglarge metal cargo contairsgior shipping
supplies]and doing inventories. | have the battalion commander down there
calling me, trying to tell mefi Hleasto come back 6 ve got to get a
Web vget to come back to Fort Camphdlle cause we dondét wani
without this battalionto combato

Agannnobody | ikes to go ,asonfamtyr , but |
soldiersi t 6s | i ke a f o o tybugptadticeandiative backou pr a
of your mindsyou really want to go play the biggameu st t o see i f
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goodasyoutimk you are. After | played the ¢
needtogopl ay t he game anymor e. |l Om quite
But, theywere all worked up about getting back.

Il 6m j ust a and wemleng nottheptioatorthey got o
stay down in Panama for about an extra two weekge we did all the
inventories, packed all the gear up and got it shipped ofth&bwas an
interesting experiencas a young, new captain in the unit. They came ,back
and then we deployed on intaugli Arabia forthe Desert Shield portion.

We depl oyelthelnpttkeeteéi me | 6d ever h
stepping off that airplane from the United Stateght into the field there at
the King Khalid Airbaseright there. You knowsoon as you whloff the
aircraft the first thing they did ighey gave you a case of water and sent you
over to sit in the shade this half way completed parking structuvée
stayed there for almost an entire dayd all we were doing was drinking
water and tryig to become somewhat acclimated to the heat.

Then they moved us off to Camp Eaglevbich is the big base there
in the reaywhere the 104t was staged out of. | was tbhgerations officefor
our battalionat that time, an S3, an Assistant S8,| was there with those
guys. We stayedtherand t hen made a couple of mo:
forward to the KuwaiSaudi borderand then we staged in the middle of the
desert.

That was an interesting experienteas on the advance party. There
was me, forr other soldierswith a senior NCQand twoHumveesWe flew
in on the back of a C130. They let us off at an airfialdthat time we had
the humongousgplugger, which is kind of the predecessor of the GRlISwe
were given was this goose egg a maghat was just brown. There was grid
lines but no elevation or relief. So weeresupposed to go out there and plot
the points where each of the companies was going to comevimto they
flew in, the next, you know, like two days later.

So t he fwsihswolBumweesand these are the unarmored
Humveesbecause this is before the threBlEDs. Sq we have our little
M16s, myninemilland wedr e dr i vi nmprthanSaudind t he
Arabia It was in that nebulous KuwaBaudi Arabia zoneNe 6 r e t aki ng t
infrared bean bag lightanddropping them at the left arideright position of
the companies and plotting them on this plugger.

When the battalion flew jrwe linked up with them, two days later
We were supposed to guide theminwies ki nd of | i ke fWow,
here alone and afraidvay up here 6 Aas atlenpeople have told you
Desert Shield/Desert Storm the $0and the 88d, we were the speed bump.
I f they had invaded and comdryuwitsr oss t h
We were a speed bumpith thenumber of armored units that Saddam had at
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the time. Butthank goodneshr e d i dwedvere ablSto build yand
then we moved forward.

| stayed in the S3 shopnd when Desert Storm actually started off
was in the Tactical Operations Center, the T¥Gen weconducted the
largest air assaylat the timein history, from Saudi Arabia into Iraqight to
the Euphrates River Valleywecame init was a night air assaulight after
the horrendous rain@tm that delayed the air assault by a day and a half or
two days. We got on the grountihecompanieset up their ambush
locations. We were along a major supply route that we thought was actually
going to be a major withdrawal route f

Deweraux:  Sg it was a blocking position.

Pickett: It was a blocking position. But when we got there, honglsdywent northup
what they now call the Highway of Death. Nobody went northyeesbss the
road that we were blocking. We did get a couple dfygictrucks and vans.
The companies that engaged thaifter they cleared through was
interesting becausg¢when] they got up therghere were a couple of Iraq
soldiers

Whatthey found wasthese vans and trucks were loaded with just loot.
They hadgone throughand they had pictures and TVs and stereo systems and
china and all sorts of stuff.heyhad just lootedTheywere part of the looting
army of Saddagout of Kuwait City. They figured that was a good way to get

back.

Deveraux: Theywere stging away from the maievacuatiorroute because they were
stragglers.

Pickett: They wer@ Y e alh

think they were
stragglers. They
were just smarted
than the average
Iraqi. Instead of
going up where
they were getting
shot at all the

timeé T h eended
up stll getting shot
at. But we only saw
very minimal
enemy threat at that

time. Our biggest

Lieutenant Colonel Lawrence Pickett stands in front of a tiled picture of
concern wasas we Saddam Hussein at Baghdad International Airport in March 2003, en route

came back and were toBalad Air Base.
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holding that positionwe weregivena follow-on mission which was to plan
for our next air assaykvhich was actually going tbe the assault into
Baghdad

As an operationsgyy 6 m wor ki ng withamweher ope
were like this is just not going to happen. Or if it ikere are going to
horrendous casualties on our sids well as theirdecause we were actually
looking and templated a portion Baghdadhat we were going to air assault
into. And the only thingwhere we could have air assaulted jmt@as a soccer
field.

A soccer field can maybe holtivo or three UH60s or 1CHA47 at the
time. We 0 thirking, if you haveto piecemeal soldiers into the soccer fjeld
and then move out from the soccer field to secure areaw going te be

sitting ducks out there. Plus i1itds 1in
even though a lot of the Iraqgis were against Sadataime time, they rgeing
tofight because youdr e i nvoaakinmaderThehei r coun

Middle Eastmindsetisid oesndét matter who you ar e,
country they band together at that tipgndt h e gadng te put a heck of a
lot more resistance.

Deveraux:  What was it likethat first air assault, flying in at night?

Pickett: twasscaryas h el | it waséchryas leeltl Wie Had identified a
landing zone to the pilot$ 6 v e h éake ralatidnghip with aviatars
pretty much since my first step on active duand thisair assault actually
continued that hate portion of my relationship with avigtimcause we
picked a LZ[landing zong we flew in and the river was probably another
two clicks forward

But thepilots saw tracer§They]d i d n6t sed damysidadminmgg
looking out the window at the sky. There were no tracers coming oytway
they saw tracersSo,i nst ead of |l anding us where w
they picked an open field that had one ofthplowed fieldsandtheyset us
off in this place  kloud three clicks away. They dropped us in this field
and told us where we were ab we couldat leastidentify, on a grid map
where we were located.

So here we are  Walbcarg/ing aboti150 to 160 pounds of gear
based on the anticipation we were going to be there for at least a week before
webd every be resupplied. So we had a
rained horrendous| yptosuokneges. 6s not hing b

Deveraix: In the plowed field?

Pickett: In the plowed fieldWewer endt exact | ysognyseleandwher e w
three other guys were tasked to go do a recon to find the road that we initially
established as a landing zone.
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Deveraux: You dondét k nomovemerisayou cauld agay

Pickett: We have no idea. We knew th&iO u scouts were supposed to be out
forward, because theyd6d been dropped a
when the scouts actually still had motorcycles. So they had motorcsales
they could run up and down the roads a little quicker and get to places. We
knew we were supposed to link up with some scauite had IR[infra-red|
lights at that time.

So the four of us take ofAswe 6 r e s | uégYgoi urdeg fledds o n g
in Irag that havé essentiallyt h e waldiastedank ditched. h e ybiyr e
irrigation ditches thataée | 6 m ane X ¢ i t i n.grheSdhifgs are a | |
about six foot deep/Ve found them by falling into them. So we found this
one Wehad to cross this, then we finally foutite road. But therwe had to
go back and fortHfour times to be able to get all the people and lug all the
gear. Spby the time this was all donee were just completely wiped qut
a n d justhodv starting to break lighbecause it was a night @issault.

So my relationship, my feelingfor aviators at that time was not very
positive. And thepof course, at the endrhen we finally withdrew from that
location, the pilots picked uand they over flew the Euphrates Rivdfe 6 r e
goingi Whatowar g@uys dowemwgntd to lfie\Wad td say we
over flew the Euphrates River. o

Deveraux: You were likeAiWhydi dndét you do that the first

Pickett: AWhy didndét you do(bothtlaugh)Yioe knbw tr hsetr et 6i sme ,
still bad guysn the cities But at this pointit was light andthewe r e € Bu t
they wanted to <faphratesheg pdi¥oosgedst hec

Deveraux: (lauglts) That 6s a great story.
Pickett: Yeah.

Deveraux: | worked with an aviation brigade in Germasyo | O6langhjngil sét m
sorry! (laugh3

Pickett: Donét get me ,wtésga Lbke/ haseyrelation

Deveraux: | think wehadthe same relationship with our aviation brigad&ughsg You
dondt have to apol ogi zaftertDesermseorndidOh, t ha
the drawdownaffect you at all?

Pickett: It did. Right after Desert Storrhcame backand | assumed command of an
infantry company, because | was an assistant operations pfffieegntire
time during Desert Storm. A good frierad mine gave up his command for
Bravo Company. | took over Bravo Compaand | was company
commander for two years.
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Thedrawdowncameand myOER$o f f i cer s0 eMwareuati or
good.[l] d iget atopOER, officer evaluation repoyas a compan
commander. So when | called braptteysaidi Ah, y oo kéhroew ki nd
of on that border | ine. o | saordoli Ah, 0
want to go ahead and take what they tt@dl voluntary separation incentjve
the VSI optior? Whatthat dice | was kind of wheré | t kind of like an
early retirementype payout. You can either take one lump swimch was
called the SSBI, or you could take the V®hich was they would givé
[phone interrupts]

Letds recalibrate.
S3BI to VSI.
Okay, here we go.

So | elected to take the VSI optipwhich what it did it took your total length

of time on active duty, multiplied it by twand based on your last three years
ofpayt heyo6d gi ve you rx tahnedorfoetxe ibdforkedo ney
out to being twenty years of pay,amountofdollarsand |1 6d get an a
payment every JulyFor me[that] was when my payment came out, 5said,

A Ah, ,0bekamsave had our family, two kidd thought well, drawing

dowre | 6ve hadddmygdébumg to find a civiliar

—h

| got out. | was actuallyat the timeteaching ROTC down in Wash U
[Washington University]ldown in St. Louis. Sdsaidi Ah, wedl | st ay
St. Louis B bigciy, probablygotalatf opportunities. 0 T
got off active dutystarted working for a manufacturing compaay atrainee
for amanagement positiohrealizedthat this was not the lifestyle for me. |
should have just waited it out asderwhether or not | codl have gotten
promoted or not.

But there is a big attritiqrbetweed

There was a large attritién

Because you were a captain at the time?
| was a captain at the time.

Right. So,from captainto major in adrawdown the prospects are not real
good.

Not real good. So initiallyl thought | took the safe and smart optianich

was to get out, take the mondynd of a takehe money and run type of a

deal . I didnodot t ake ttdhmmakelswremhplwagsthad, b e c a
money to go towards investments and insurance over the next twenty years
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which is exactlywhat weusedthat money fod and then get a civilian job
and start doing other things with my family.

For about five or six monthséreal vy di dndét do much wit
not even in th&keservesl wasin whatwascalled the IRR, thandividual
ready reserve. Thdrsaid fiYou know wha® | miss the Army lifestyle too
mucheven i f itds just one weekend a mon

So | got back into the active reserves. | wasiiexercise unit in St.
Louis, the 78n Division Exercise wherewhat we would do isve would
establish exercises for units that were training foir #wenual training
programs. We would do these situatibtraining exercises to develofe
would evaluate them and things of that natitetwa s okay, but it
quite as high speeat hooalf or me , because I 6m stil]l
early thirtiesand | saidi O k & heard about the Civil Affairs 0

Thebulk of Civil Affairs is actually in thdReservesNinety-five
percent of the Civil Affairs in the United States Army iRaservesand they
were part of Special Operations Commandtl&ywere part of the Special
Operations Community. So they aally weresupposed to have had higher
standards of physical fithnegtiey had more schooling opportunitiéisey did
some more interesting things.

Solsaidi Ok avy , |l et me go interview. o |
the 308 Civil Affairs Brigade, becaa that was the closest place to me. I,said
AHey vy ou afoomermfaitrggunyl 6 ve dand t bBmskind of
i nterested in the Civil Affairs thing.
interesting experience. If | had to sayf da iBadain, would probably do it
again, but my recommendation iisyou are going to do it, you want to be
first assigned t@ Civil Affairs Battalion. | was at a Civil Affairs Brigade.

A Civil Affairs Brigade is very rank heavy. | was a captain at the,time
but itwase T h brigade wasnot like a normal brigade that most people in
the Army think of It was predominatelgtaffed witt When | flir st got
think there wereseven 06s in the brigade. Sloere was the brigade
commander, the deputy commander, the omerabfficers were all 06s. Then
theyhadthese what we call functional teaménd each of these functional
teams was commanded,loy lead bya 06. Then,underneath themvere
about four or five 05s. Wow, was this rank heavy!

Deveraux: T h er e 6 sotea pdleaup abavé yolaughg

Pickett: A lot of totem pole. Now a daysvhat | recommend toy students ishi He vy ,
go find a Civil Affairs Battaliorn) because the battalion does a lot of the fun
stuff that people think aboutvhen they think civil affas. They go oytand
they do the assessments of villaga®d they do a lot of the interaction with
the local nationals.
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The brigade is designebdecause it has people who have real world
education and experience. You have the rule of law functional\Atelg.we
had guys who were lawyers, who were lawyers and judges. Then we had guys
who were police officers, city sheriffs and things of that nature. When they
deployed, they go to these countyiasd they can then talk in the languade
being a lawyer oa doctor or an education person abéuH etlis is how we
do those things in the United States. Maybe we can help you develop your
countryodéds education systenmolrhegye ur r ul
the backgroundand they have the credentiats these people to listen to
them.

So the CA Brigade, you know, we actually normally operate with
about state levelype organizations. The battalions actually should work with
the lower level folks, the cities and the villages and thimgls. a whérs aot
of the fun stuff happenbsecause you operatesmall four to six man teams.

Deveraux:  Was there any conception at the tiofdhow important Civil Affairs would be
in their future deployments?

Pickett: Honestly,not at all. People looked at Civil Afirsd | mean Civil Affairs has
been around a |l ong time, acThaeyal |l y. The
calledit a couple of differentWaldWalhi ngs,
andWorld War 1. | mean you think back to the Marshall Plan. Thagere
Civil Affairs guys that were doing those sorts of things in Europe and in
Japan. We were redoing their countries. We had the same ihggnam,
civil advisors were going outnd that was kind of the background for Civil
Affairs. Bu t n o think anythaalyréatly envisioned that it was going to be
such a needed commodity.

Thereds always been .Butopurtiljustf f airs o
about four years ago, they had one Civil Affairs Battalion on active datly
t hat 0 eutobFRors Bagg, North Carolina.

Deveraux: Wow.

Pickett: That 6s an alkamos people avhotingdhe Aroyenvision a
battalion somewhere arougdWhatarewe talking abou® about 400 or 500
peopeand t hatoés it. That was.Aapthaead t hr c
battalion, each companwas focused on a particular geographic area of the
world.

9/11 pops upand wow, they have all these people who want Civil
Affairs people in IragThen,when we went into Afghanistan, they want more
Civil Affairs peoplei n Af ghani stan. The active cor
enough manpoweso they had to reach into tReservesnd the
R e s e r Givé Afféirs people inR e s e r Ikreow guys who had been
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:
Pickett:
Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

mobilized and deployed for almost four years straight, because there was a
need for Civil Affairs people doing different sorts of jobs in Iraqg.

So, yeah, now the active Army actually has a@glCivil Affairs
Brigade at FortBragand t heyodre actually starting
Brigade which is supposed to eadquarted, | believe at Fort Hood,
TexasTheyhave come to realize the importar
expanding their capabilities in the active Armag well as in th®eserves

Yeah, the scope of that wqrkertainly, there was nothing ékit previous to
the War on Terror.

No. Il 6m not g o.ithink that the rebwildiagrof Europe ant a t

ther ebui l ding of Japan, t hatthink.§Whatler vy s
we though we were trying to accomplish in IragdaiAfghanistanThe

s i t u aatlitilealiffedest because the culture of the countries were a little

different than in Europe and Japan.

But, at leastduring thed 9 thexre wad
Oh no, not in thé& 9 @nsl even in the early, you knéw
Did they deploy Civil Affairs to like Bosnia and Kosovo?

Yesthey did actually. But, again, small, small teariitiey might send an

eight or nine man team out thebecause most of what they do at small team

level is they go out in theréhey drive around to these various villagasd

they would make assess meWhataetlief what s
infrastructure needs, the education needs of the vifagfeshave a form that

we fill out, and we put it into a database. Then we &dkue | e think

thereds going to be combat operations,
middleman between the civilians and the military that are coming into their

area.

So we establish a HOC, a Humanitarian Operations Center or a
CMOC, Civil Military Operations Centesothaé Nor ma ltléys, ri ght at
base of the wireat your FOB, your Forward Operating Baseyour base
camp. I t 6 s o uit teidsd enoughhirethe wirep that if b u t
something happeng ou 6 r e pr ot e c tdedthatti®gitiianst 6 s d e ¢
can come up to yqwvithout having any fear of the militargf them coming
into the baseThey [civilians]would come in and talk to us and put out any
grievances and things of that nature. And they have things likeTtheyhad
them in Kosovo and in the Balkaras that was going on. And vaetuallyd

So your interaction is literal add
Yes it is. In factl think we still are running some stuéfver in that part of the

world, right now. A lot of that focus haghifted, you knowSince9/11, things
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have morphed down. We transitioned a lot of that over to the Eamajreon.
Theyr eal |y have responsi bil ithecabiser most
their neighbors. They really need to take responsibility fat. th

Deveraux: We | | |, | et 6s jtaw9rp. Tl me avitier bitl abaubwhat you
remember about where you where and what happened that day?

Pickett: Actually, 9/11, | was sitting, actually, right in this building. | wWag the
office right outsi@ the door on the corner. That was my office at the time. |
was thgunior class instructohere. | had just finished PT and showeriagd
they have these televisions right in the Wwal, down here by thd e a n 6 s
office, hereat HorrabinHall. Somebodgad, i He y .0l o o k

| went down thereThefirst plane had hit the toweand we were
watching as the secomdanehit the tower at the time. So we were sitting
here right thenThenthe word went oufon] what was going orA little later
on, that daytheuniversity professor cancelled classes for the university
because agaih her ed6s t hat fear that everybody
to happen. Chicago, things were going to happen in Chicago, things like that.

Il 6m si tt i n,dkebverybedyetlhsien,kionhg my God, I
believe this is happening. Was this a
some movie or something. An,dhisisve it os
footage what was happening at 9/11. It was just fikioly smokéd Inedt u r

around and came back here and talked to the guy who was the chair of the
departmentoé Idmsdird,;hfgdddly tthh indkék i t was
Cumbie Lieutenant Colonel MickCumbieat the timel said,fiMick, we 6 r e

going to war, man. They justrannt o t he t ower s. O

And he saidi What you tal ki ng ,bltbewwbs’ad He 0
military intelligence officer. Andyeah we sat down and had a discussion
about who we thought it wag/e were both ofandon on certain things. Byt
yeah, and theyou know..

After that we continued on. The next day we had normal classes, but
people were a little more leery about what was going on and things of that
nature. Oncé kind of mellowed out a little bjthonestly,t was just business
as normalhere for the university and for us in the ROTepartment Ther ed s
a lotof, of course, discussion in the classroom abd@h my Godwhat are
we going to d@ @and things of that nature.

But again, we had jobstoddusto e cause webre at war
going to war, doesno6édWaneedtotrameurst i | | do
soldiers  Wading ® need more officers coming in.,$ou know wha?

We need to continue to do the things we need to do to train Bwthey can
graduate and go off and becondieutenants.

Deveraux: Did that change the relevancy of what you were doing?
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Pickett: | think so, especially for a lot of students who, once they realized what was
goingo n éspecially the students who were the juniors and seniors at the
time, because fothemi t was | i ke, ,fwke yt afhwkyestly. It 6s
go to war, you atheseniorsy o u gradeatingand t hen youodre |
going to be going right off to walt turneda light bulb onona couple of
these kidsYou could see a littldit of a change in some of them.

We got some phone calls from parents and things of that nature. But
again, we dondot make.Wejustsei HeegyeiOs eons a
continuing on with the progranYour son or daughter signed a contractd
it &stdl a valid contract T h moiindidaters that anything is going to
happen to them, you know. 0

Some of the fearwad Heyyou know, | O0.niwagoweni or
war right now, can they pull me out of college and immediately draft me into
the Army or bring me ito the active Army as a brand ne&cond
lieutenanP 0 To be honest, I think they coul
ever done thasince mayb&Vorld War Il or Vietham or something like. But
that never happengsgo we

Deveraux: Segeant Deveraux says tidad good way to have a lot of casualtidaughg
Pickett: Yep. Ohyeah. That would be a great way to have a lot casualties.
Deveraux:  Well, tell me how you got involved personally in the War on Terror

Pickett: Well, what ended p happening theis 911 kicked off Then,shortly
thereafterl had to goté A g a I was in the Civil Affairs Unitand the
organization that was going to move forward to kind of control what was
going on in Kuwait wasth Corps out of Germany. th Corps was given the
mission.Our Civil Affairs Brigade has a habitual relationship with Eorps
out of Germanyso we were kinaf given a warning thath Hewe 6 r e goi ng
to need some augmentation. O

Thebig Corps Headquarterwhen t hey or eediStatek i n t h
or t heyor e DbthlegHaveia neryGkeletonataffiing section. Well
when they have to surge into a combat environptemte n t hey oér e goir
need augmentation from the National Guard and the Redemdeve 6 r e o ne
of those augmentatietype units.Theywere war gaming iandlooking at
AHewedr e | ooking at probably a | ot of
civilian casualties. Are we going to neteddoevacuation thingsCivil
Affairs gessinvolved in some of that stuff.

We and the MPgmilitary police] actually worked hanéh-hand on
displaced civilians. We help establish displaadlian camps and things of
that nature. We have contacts with a lot of the-governmental
organizationssothey gave us a WARNGwarning oretr], but nothing really
morphed or happened for a while.
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Picket:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

So | went off to Fort Leavenworth for six months go to Command
andGeneral Staff College. Well, while | was there, right before | graduated
which was in December of 2002, | got a phone calingpy You mi ght wan
to pack your bags and be ready to go o

Now, just for context for those listening to this intervigtheinvasionof Iraq
happenedl think it was Marchl7.

Yes.

So, December of 20@2
2002

€ was awful close

Awful close.We got told and | saidokay. It was so funnybecause my wife

and B | was graduating from this course on théhldf Decemberand then

we were going to take Christmas break and go to Califoorwésit heé S h e

has some family theyso we took our family. While | was therereceived

the telephone calsaying i H echeck your email You have ordersy o u 6 r e
being mobilized. o6 This happened right

Saq as soon as we finishediolittle vacation, | ended up coming back
here and was mobilized and took off to Fort Bragg, North Carodihare the
entire brigade no& | was the advance partgo there were about thirty of us
that went early to Fort Bragg to do all the mobilizatiairting getthe
vehicles And we went into Kuwaitl cannothonestly remember the date
can look it up for youBut, wewent into Kuwait with about thirty of ysvith
a couple of vehicles.

[We] gotoff the plane at the Kuwait International Airport, bese this
i's before theyob6d establ i sAréaicetishkse ai r po
We drove through Kuwait City into the middle of the des&rtnowhere. th
Corps had already moved forwaedn d t h e y 6 dat tleastimegwidt i s h e d
they called Cam Virginia.

Camp Virginia was just out in the middle of nowheabout a forty
minutedrivenor t hwest of Ku waevdanbe@matoyndthi§ her e
thing.twas just a bunch of tents that the
headquarters. They had imfantry battalion that was providing perimeter
security. Aswedriveit her eds bull dozeupsomakearting
thebermsaround this big camgDeveraux laughs$o we get in thefeand we
start working. We work with the Corps @8hich istheir Civil Military
Relationspeople So we were working with those guys.

So we got therewne linked in and we immediately statiworking on
plans foé If we were going to invadeve were anticipating thatiepending
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

on which way things went h e r albtloeseldisplaced civilianmoving

from their homes. Smkay. Well, we need to establish displacement camps

We need to make sure that there are routes that we can guide thérat@me

going to keep them away from combat operatitlesause we weteying to

l' i mit the collateral damagetlhhdredsil i a
camps Weneed to put water oubecause people waikto the desertmeals

what NGQ you know, is the Red Crossaroundho 6s t hz2re to hel |

So we started that. Spea lot of time hanging out in the cangmd
then that kind of changed to now dveget to think aboytwhat are we going
to do after we get t heifvedspte&addamgoi ng
and the Bath party and things of that nature?

Sq at that time the State Department had some people workihgse
guys got to love the State Departménthey were living ira hotel in
Kuwait City, right on the coast. So they were living in these hotels, nice
hotels andtheywould drive out to visit with usAnd here we argDeveraux
laugh3 So we 6r e ,venyaustéres kviegyot knavp lg fest tent
type environment, kind of reminiscent of Desert Shield/Desert Stmok in
1990.T h er e Otsvelva bf asuntatenpend wedd go tab wor k e
this other tent. And these guys are driving in, in their little SUVs, from
USAID!?, the State Department and a couple of other organizafions their
hotel rooms. Theyodd c Okagifyounnvadey t a
whoodés goi ng ?Wloa thé&govermmeatiy@ng tp ®ok liRe a n
things | i ke t,haityugssciocdDevemiddaugh3dT h & g 0
very nice living accommodations ut we 6r e T lin@tti@hgsmy
work;i t 6s the military.

Il kK wi
d
re

We started looking at plans forglinvasionFor us it was going to he
how are we going to be able to move humanitarian naegllumanitarian
assistance forwafiNone of the NGOs were really wanting to playthe
time, becauseagaint hey donét play in direct com

This is a dangerous environment.

This is a very dangerous environment. There are some phenomenal NGOs that

are out there, that do ,h unlbsslwgsinthen pl ace

Army with my own weapornAnd they operate withouveapons, just two or

three of them at a time and things like tiat e ypbenoamenal people, but

they donét go into dirbbecausethepusthaendper a

designed to do that. ltés not safe for
So we had to look, how are wgoing to bring becausgagain we

have to remember, Saddam, he was bad. | nedtom ling he was bad. He

1 USAID, an organization created by executive order in 1961 to help administer and coordinate foreign
assistancgendered by the 13. government and associated agencies
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wasnot supplying the food that his ffol
because Saddamwas aSénaind i n t he s éHdwoudums t he
off electricity, turn on electricity. Let fuel go forward, let not fuel go forward.

So, the south was really a desolate looking arbaywere being subsidized

by the central government.

Whenwe invadedand we started bombing and things likettladl that
support water, fuel, food, things like that, was going to stop. So pewple
going to gaio where those places are. So we had to think about, how are we
going to be able to bring that kind of stuff forward to tRdrhatwas part of
our brigagg 6 s mivas soiplanron moving forward with bulk supplies,
either bet ground convoys or through aerial resupple spent several
months working on all of thafAs anysoldier knows, especiallyere, dot of
down time,a lot of planning But then a lot of time waitingand nothing
seems to be going on until the actual invasion started.

Deveraux: There was a real potential for a huge humanitarian disésllewing thed

Pickett: Oh, humongous/e thought there was really going to be all these disgd
people, but there were not. It was really amazing. | pib@nCivil Affairs
Community we had the308thCivil Affairs Brigade, which was right there
working with §h Corps | t tlles352 CACommand which is our higher
headquarters [thafctually esablished in Kuwait City, whatthey called the
Humanitarian Operation Center, the HOC, Kuwahatis where all of the
NGOs were goingTheywere going to the HOC Kuwait

TheHOC Kuwait was supposed to be starting the coordination of
humanitarian asdignce into IragAfter we conducted the invasion and after
combat operations went to a certain distameg| then, they would bring in
and they would start pushing the humanitarian assistance forward to those
locations that we had khyassed andcleare® of any threat. Sadhere was a
lot of meetings witk and a lot of these are international NGOs, but a lot were
them were just locafrom the Middle East.

Sao there was concern about these fithey mally those guys or were
they some other organizati@nBut they did a lot of meetings and
coordination. The USAID was involved, United States Aid for International
Development, they were involvetdhe State Department was involved, the
British version of USAID was involvedlherewere lots of big pieces gain
on, soa lot of coordination was being done.

2sunnd Thepredominate Arab Islamic tradition that is fairly conservative in its interpretation of Islamic
tenets

3 S h 10 GAasect of Islamconsidered heretical by many-celigionists.It places #igh value on the tehings
of contemporary religious scholargho enjoy an enhanced status of authority within the community.
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At our leve| we were focusing on what was going to happen
immediately when combat was going on in this area. What could we do to
alleviate interaction with the civilians and the US Military as they drove
tough to take out SaTthawaskiadofourdocus.o us di v
Our higher headquarters was focudeatk here in the reaon the larger
strategic picture. We were more at the operationaklaathctical level.

Deveraux:  So, tell me about youentry into Irag. How did that go?

Pickett: Forme it was, yeah We, the §h Corps moved forward into lragOur
brigade commander, he went forward with the Corps TOgerations
Center. There was myself, anotlieutenant colonednd twomajors. We
stayedback at Camp Victory for a couple of two dagsclean up all the ash
and trash that gets left behiith ma ke sur e we hadnot | eft
information and stuff like that. We got left behind with two unarmored SUVs,
little Toyotatype trucls. (Deveraix laugh$

Sowedre siithemgod ¢, lafoveweredold WONC e
youdre sur e t haduneedte staytdrivingriogBalad. g o o d
AWh e r e 0 sOTHewpulediup this humongous Air Forsgyle ma@d one
to 100,00@ and pointed at Balaavhich was north oBaghdad| t likes
i Wh the heck is up heré?wWelllt hat 6s t he ol dandir For c.
t hat 6s wher e wdhiorpsistmowng dhgcotp®, t he 5
headquarters was going gointo Baghdad but they want the brigade, CA
Brigade to go up hergbecause the Air Force was going to control Badewdi
that would be where a lot of the humanitarian support would come in.

Okay. Sowe 6 r e g e;ive finishgip andwe cress thieerm and
webr e | ust,twbbttle,;ugermaered BV MUs,yToyotdype, pickup
trucks We have some fuel cans, five gallon fuel canghe backbecause we
werenodt really sure wher eDevteleex heck t he
laughg We 6 drieéng down thee, and all we had we had was a tounsp of
Irag, which | still have at my homé& h a thebraute we usedit] was
following the roads, the highways on that tourist mamet ug

Sowedre siThemgbddre@s t hevgedhisi ver ,
M16, becauseat that time officerswere only issued aine millimeter. We
didndét go with what we have now, where
Solhad hisMl6readya nd we 6r e d YWecvossrihgoermihta o u g h
Iraq, that the 5. Forces had establishemhd we just start drivingmakes the
sound of a motorgoing up there.We kept looking we had zero radio
communicationlt was oneof the stupidest thingls éeder done in my life.

4 TOC, Tactical Operations Cent&rUsually a local command post in the field.
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

We get up thereand we had just enough fuel to get uBaghdad
right to the International Airqrt, where %h Corps had set ug'heyhad
secured the International AirpoBIOP [Baghdad International Airportiynd
our brigade headquarters was there somewh&e drove in anghonest to
God, the truck that was behind me, the second truck, rarf tuélgust as we
came into the International Airport roatherewere like four traffic circles
we had to gotdWe] hitt he second traffic circle ar
happier than helbecause we had no more fuel cams had nothing.

Sao, my vehicle and the driver and We go forward Wetop off. We
top off one of the five gallon can@Ve] came back, gave hifthe other truck
driver] some fuelthen he moved forward\nd then he topped afiVe spent
the night thergand we actually spent théght at the parking structure in the
Baghdadnternational Airport. We looked around and s@dRay, wh at 6 s t he
safest place we could probably paskVe hada lot of US. soldiers but it
wasnot | i k 8lOFnowadays whers theserwas a perineetand
all this other stuff.

Right, right.

Wesadwe 6r e going to the ,ang wéodt begpang
back the vehiclesyand wedre going to do a rotat
four of us so we could get some sleegp we could kick out the next day.

Thatnightwe 6r e sitting on the damn park
guard duty for a couple of hours at a timile the other three were sleeping.
[What] wefind out later on isin the terminal, which we could s@evhich
actually I took a picture éf it still says iSaddam International Terminain
that terminalour brigade headquarters was in that termuhaivn at the
baggage holding area. That was the location they had occupied when they first
came intothereNe di dndt even kAseoonatligdy wer e t

Because you had no coms.

We had naccoms we had no communication®Ve had none of the SINGARS

radios and things like thathateverybody is very familiar with nowedays.

We were (st told,ii G bere Behere at this time. If you run into contact, we

think theyo6l]l be .fandveen&drley K MM@mche.sO al ong
know, this is like going back to beiag 6 m f i g h tcivinvgrtimen a pr e
perodwher e t hfeGuetdissiocgtians tY dindét.bllt 6 s. gr eat

Yeah, so youdr e Ilaughing & mnemail [pistellh(laughde s wi t h

That &s it . I

5 SINGARS) A single-channelgroundair radiosystem that digitally encpts messageautomatically
providing highlysecure communications capability

29



LTC Lawrence H. Pickett Interview #VRT-A-L-2012018

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

(laughing Tel | | hené | aughi,pgstabbecaddhe sl 6m t hi
some of the ecounts of combat on that roupest days prior to th&

Oh, yes.

eéand what people were running into. Do

what atechnicalis?

Well atechnicalise i t 6s a ci vilian whattvewelee | t WisSi c
a civilian truck. Normally though t 06 s-doar pickwmtruck and what they

did is, they would mount the weapon on the outside of it. Ndrank Godwe
wereanSUV,sowe 6 r e ki rldor vehicleoud oaam 6t have too
technicalvehicles comingasafotoor type. And we didno
or weapons mounted on the téjus i téOEsveasm d 4y it ds amazi
we still use this technique, but we tookAL% Panelsthe aviation visual

signaling panelwhich is brightpink on one side, bright orange on the other

and weslapped it to the front of our dasif our vehicle because thaat the

timed eventoday sometiméswe wuse t hat as visual sig
friendly vehicle.

Because you were a target of opinity.
We wereatarget of opportunity foanybody
Otherwise.

Evennow, | think about it Asyou stop and think about like, &asv the hell

do they know that somebody just didnot
vehicle, with the VS17 Panel on the fronand just start tooling arounblo

coalition guys are going to shoot at you, because that #Banel is the

magic symbol that youdre a driendly gu

And then you spend the nigiparked on top of&

On top of aparking structure  w iWe vatched tracer fire going over the

top and stuff like that. It was very interesting. So we got up the next morning
we drove onwe made it into Balad. Very interesting, because Balax
Iragishad takerplanes Theyknewthatwe were going to take the air field.
Theyodor e ,nb ¢ yniftarye (5o tioey tried to hide their planes. And
there were roads T h ehad roads that were very lgrajraightandnarrow

roads. They had actuallgken these planes and moved them out of the airfield
and built hide positions along the roadthat you could bring the plane qut

and it would have a straight, long runway to get it out of there.

Well, again our technology being what it is, we wetdeato identify
with satellites and other meaibkat they had these planes in these hide
positionsal ong t he roads. So ;thdybadacoupten 6t bc
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of craters on the airfieldVhatthey ended up doing, they targeted all the
planes tht were in thesevhat the Iraqis thought were hide positions.

Wedbre drivingndnweadar ehpassi@heg by t
aretheseMIGS i tting there, nose deep in th
bombed in these hide positigradong the side fdike [the] interstateight out
here, Highway 6,/goingnorth to Galesburglustimagine if you tried to hide
aboutthityai r pl anes somewhere back ,andere. T
we still took all t hasétergtaywseTherait . Wedr
are still ejection seats in them. There weoels [that]ooked like missile pods
on these thingstill attached to the planes and stuff like that.

h
e

[They] had not had enough time to go out and secure the vehiules
thatactually ended upecoming somewhat ohassue that the CAcivil
affairs] guys had to handl®ecause once things kind of settled down a little
bit more the Iraqi kids started going aroundheystartedactuallyplaying
around on these planemnd there were a couple instances where these kids
would get into the pland he ejection seats were still functionabthere were
a couple of times where we were told and given reports that Iragh&als
beenkilled, because they were sitting in these planes, playing arandd
they ha@ whatever they had donthey either pulled the handle or pulled
something and thejectionseat had poppéd

Deveraux:  While the canopy was sill

Pickett: ewhil e the canolphye rthesisd insde thik thingdnotw n
strapped intahe seat and stuff like thatherewere a couple of unfortunate
caseswhere kids were killed from that. So that kind of startecheghe CA
guys going out and talking to local communities about keeping your kids
away until we can get people over leewho can dismantle these things.
Eventually,what ended up happening isdvandby fiweo | mean the
militaryd went out there and found all these planes and drug them all to a
central location on the basadkind of made a junk pile odibunch of parts
and suff like that of these planes. It was very interesting.

We were up north dBaghdadBalad it was very much part of the
Saladinpr ovi nce t hat was actually part of
came in, in Mayit was kind of brownbut it actually lecame lusher as it got a
little cooler, because they had a lot of water, rivers neatthyas actually not
a bad looking little place. Balad itself, it was amazingm the time | went in
there inG 0t8the time | came backactually visited it agaiim 2007 It had
boomed It was kindof like Bagram isin Afghanistan. It had boomed to20
30,000 soldiersThe Air Force and the Army were on there. It had two PXs
[Post Exchangshopping centers) mean it wasa humongous facility by the
time | came @ visit in 2008 on one of myown trips.
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Deveraux: Let 6s talk about that. How | ong were vy
deployment?

Pickett: Well, I was in Iraq for the first deployment for fiteen montNew, the
fifteen monthsjet me put it this waylt was a combination of Saudi Arabia or
Kuwait and Iraqg. The first couple of monthge were in Kuwaiin the ramp
upto the invasion. So we were in Kuwait for probably about four months.
Then,we got into Iragand ended up staying in Iraq for about twelve.l
guess it more likealmost sixteen monthsotal deployment time in theater.

| stayed in Balad for only probably about a month and half. Then our
headquarters had moved from Kuwait CityBaghdad Theyhad established
what they caédthe Iragi Assstance Center, the IAC. What this was is
essentiallyit was downtown in the Green Zone, what everybody now knows
as the Green Zone or the International Zone. They had occupied the
convention center that Saddam had built in downtBaghdad

What they dil is, theyd éstablished the Irad\ssistance Centewhich
was & | et 0 sanati@al Versiomf acivil- military operationscenter It
was an area where civilians coaldmefrom anywhere in the country and talk
about their needs neMeed some assance a)nd t he compl ai nt s.
where all the noigovernmental agencigthey would have daily meetings to
talkk about A,Mepyve identified ther,afls a neec
thereds a needofor this sort of thing.

Deveraux: Thisis like a clearinghouse to meet needs with resources.

Pickett: It is a clearinghouse kdodrdination center for resources for both military
resourcesas well as the negovernmental organizations. We had all sorts of
the Red Cross or Red Crescesthallorganizations that were from the
variou® L i khe Lutheran Churchhasdd candét rem& mber t he
Breads and Loaves, Loaves and Fishes and thafighese little
organizationsThisis because the UN wa®t even inBaghdadyet, because
combat operationisad just kind of ceased.

Deveraux:  And the UN was not part of the resolution.
Pickett: No, it was not.
Deveraux: Those resolutions came afber

Pickett: After. So we were kind of runniggT h o @uys were thereso they had sent
me down to be the liaison eten the civil affairs people in the north and the
big headquarters iBaghdagdbecausd, f it di dBaghdadohyop pen i n
dondt get Baghdagnatlng happeris anywhere else in Jraq
b e ¢ a u s 8aghdaddestic.al hat was the case ding OIF1[Operation
Iraqgi Freedom 1]and it was the case when | went back for OlEgerything
wasBaghdacdcentrig which was wrong because there are thousands of other
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveaaux:

Pickett:

people outside dBaghdadhat were getting nothindput that was just the
focus at he time.

Baghdadwas a pretty big issue thougha s n6t i1t ?

ltwasaverybigissypecause itods t heandtlmpras ol of
where the government waand thad where Saddam spent the monayd

t hat 661 dvihem &t S hmad & eof you Bad any political power

you lived inBaghdad

Kurds of coursef h e yadthiretheir area, but even thethere were
Kurds living inBaghdad especially after the initial invasioimheycame back
from Erbil andSulemanian the north and actually occupied palaces or
compounds ilBBaghdagdb e c a u s e t h 8dglidadgovemmentewad. h e
When we came in, we established the coalitgmvernmentbecauseve
ki cked out Patyglys antdwe dl avérghing thinké What
was it? Gardner, retired General Gardner was in chargdeé Olt a n o t
remember.

That was the initialinterim government.

Thatwastheinitiai nt er im ganmeérnmant i dndt wor k
Then,they brought in the second goverany whichwasCPA, [Coalition

Provisional Authority] which was withHAmbassadorPaul BremerThat

didndt wor k qhetausgirohondsighgwelmade somé e r

mistakes. They completely disbanded the Arsoyall these guys ran away

Theyleft the Army, with weapons. Ah, okay, sonowyougot her e 6 s

enough weapons out there alredolyt now the troopareout there with

weapons. They g o Partymerdberpafn da Itlh etyh es aB ad6 aBt.
Partyme mber s coul dndét serve in the gover |

But now, just to clarify inlraggy ou coul dndét have,a job i
even if it was pushing a button at the local sewage disposal place.

Roger, and thatiswhat alotofpeaple donét t hd.hktllet hey r ec
justlike inSta | i n 6 syolReesled itodbe a party member to get a good,

decent paying job. Noywere you a real CommunisfiRio, | just joined the

party, because | wanted to get a good payinggdbost of the people in Iraq

[wholwe r e Batpnaemberswere joning the party so they could get a

job to pay just like anyplacelseéd for the family to have a decent life and

things of that nature.

Now,yes, you had the eartymeembees hi gh | e
which was Saddam and his inner circle and some of thegmeatal officials
and the general&\nd yep, those guys, they did right. The rest of those guys
you know, killed them, put them in | ai
what essentially they didheytook all of middle managemeandall of the
ministries and got rid of them aWhatthey ended up finding out is thébey
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Deveraux:

started assigning people whkagyinver e not
charge of these ministries

tbecame cronyi s m. HeyWellLl 6m dobmgt he
stdf the oil ministry with all the people from my tribbecause they are going
to beguaranted to get paid Theoil ministry being the most important
ministry there wasafter the defense¢heygot paid. There were several years
where the oil minister haglo background in oil. He had no background in
anything dealing with the oil production, distribution or anything. So why do
you thinktherc ount ry wasnot [ Beraliséteyputghoses muct
kind of people irthere

Then,all the other people whaere the lowad what we consider civil
servant8 t her e werenod6t any. They didnot knc
all of those ministries, except for probably the Ministry of Defense and the
Ministry of Security, they were going to hell in a handbaskeie of our tasks
wag andthis kind of again showsité aninterestingcivil affairs
community wasthe companies that Saddam had were subsidized companies
kind of like the Soviet subsidizing.

Well, whenwe camen, we started wanting to look,aikay, which
companies could we take and maybe do some improvement, invest a little bit
of money from the LB. to make]it] to where they would baviable
commodity to put out on the civilian market, so that it stops being a
government company to being mdepedent company.

We had a kid in our Civil Affairs Brigadd heguy was a specialist in
the Army; but his fulttime job was working on Wall StreeHebought and

sold thousands of dollars, millions@dfo | | a r sf bompanigsand he put
themonWallSteet . Heds the kind of kid who
company was going to be worth investinganif they needed to sell it off or

somet hing |i ke that. The active Ar my d

So when we got set ypve found they wre trying to do thiswe said
A H ewe got this young kidThisis what he does on Wall Stre#tis is what

he does everyday in his civilian job. o
specialist. ¥ah, but in the real worJat Wall Street this kidd making$120

$200,00ayeaftbecause hebés buying and selling
Street. Hebs probably the most experie

whether or not these compan@gviable or notSo,we go awayand we

wait. Thenwe come backa n d  hod\des We jost introduce him as

fiMister Soand S6a nd h e 6 s thespecaldtionefctomnmpanies and

bl ah, bl ah, bl ah.o Ah, yeah. So that ds

That 0yugothinin.
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Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

We had to get him into the ministrworking with the U S. military guy, that

way. That worked for probably about five months therel then towards the

latter partthey were kindo f , | Kkn@woyou? dheykind of figured out that

this kid was actually a specialist inthe Army Resewldo 6 d been mobi | i
foré Wh ahtppened after thaHe ended up becoming the coffee kid. They

stopped letting him do what he was doing, identifying companies that were

viable to invest inso that thexouldbecome viable companiesnd this kid

goes init.

T h e ragaih that kind of twist from the active Army and the Reserve
and the GuardsTher e6s a | ot of soldiers in ¢ttt
t hese phenomenal skills .Andtahatd@sn Owh dtr a
you needed in Iraq and Afgharast Those are the kind of skjllhose soft
skills thatyou needl t h i n kcome tolaecgptthatemore now. Since
webve been doing this nowpfas teeyye ar
contracting people out and stuff like that.

Well, there was thouglin 2003d o n 6 t  ywaithin the ladtive k
componentprobably not a very good appreciation for what the Guard and
Reserve units were capable of.

Very much so. And agajmhis is all hinged o& Before 9/11the Guard and
Reservewnere considered weekend warridrgvas in the Kentucky Guayds a
student, as an SMRimultaneous membership progriacadet. Wewnould do

trainingand it was tle Mg®Nad i ohédl b&Gyusr d un
God, great soldiers when they were onttloe field Butt hey ér e a bunch
good oldeastern Kentucky kind of guys that were2all a bfthem honest to
God, were related to each other
We would go out and train in the field. When they were out in the field
training they were good, but in theenings they would have campfireand
the nextthingl knowl 6 d hear phAvHeeryo Tdhtee pecdlidgi o
some of the ot h¥ncleJaand dmcle gnucame down kbe y
visit us and they want to know if you want to come ondown®thf i r e . 0
| was pretty stupid andnaive kind ofguywh en | was younge

sayi Ah ,mam o6r e Deverduelgughsyeah,that waslack
Daniels and thatwasJim Beam Theseguys would sit thereand they were
sucking down these gallon bottlegaying guitars and stuff like that around
the campfirein the evening. And thatwhat it was it wasbased on those
many yearsand this is thé& 8 @nsit h e . 0P ats 6 the Guardwand
Reserve were looked at, you know.

But again when we would go tdrill, we go to AT[annual training]J
was with these guysnd | went to Fort Hood, Camp Graylingichigan and
to down in MississippiCamp Shelby, Mississippi with these guys. When they
went to AT, they trained It was an infantry unjtand they didheir stuff. But
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

in the eveningghat discipline thing that the active Army halat kind of
went to the waysiddt became a little mordirst name basis kind of stulff.

But, since that time, the active Army has seen the need and the
credibility that tle Guard and Reservmve,because they could not have done
Desert Shield/Desert Storm without the Guard or Res@heg kind of started
building up the creditability of the Guard and the Resefthere weresome
downturng but on averaget started builihg up

Then,when 9/11 happenednd we surgadl you know the Guard and
the Reservé to go in | know some Guard and Reserve units that have
deployed more than active duty unibecause of the specialtiesthah e y 6 r e
in. Thesepeople have built up thepatation of the Guard and Reseas
viable entitiesT h e yaé goe® maybe not quite so good all the timeéth
some basic soldier skifisbut when it comes to the job skilld T h avhabls
do in my civilian job And it translates to exactly what | do &hl come to
drill, =0 I do it all the time. Credibility is there. Guard and Reserve have
pumpedupantt hed 6r e

That dynamigcthen has definitely changed.

Oh yes. Therebds still a |l ittl]eltldit. Do
bit youd ffind sometimesbecausgyou know!l 6 ve daptdoyeadyodl | I
at fthosegoddamn Guardsmedbecauseagain i té d\& still struggle with

that, keeping the unifornand meeting the height/weight standaaigl the

PT[physical trainingst andar ds . |l téds harder for gu
to meet that all the time.

You do have a period when you get mobilizen thirty days or forty
days that you go through tineob processBut, you know whatif a guy is
twenty pounds overweight t 6 s going to take a | itt]l e
to drop him downhealthily and safelyto the appropriate height and weight
that he needs to be. But if this kid is the only guy that knows how to do
something, guess what h e ygbing ¢o keep theuwy, even though he
doesndét meet t he,bheeciaguhste/ wheeidgsh tt hset aonndl ayr
how to do this. You work with them.

Right.

But,you know at the flipsidel 6 ve s,@aemn iltdl &l.Mhertalke you w
active solders that also push the limit for height/weight and uniform

appearance and stuff like that. So, we all live in a glass hdusen 6t be cast
stones unl ess yddDeverawchooklesf ect your sel f.

| know, from my own active duty experienddat the enforcement of
height/weight really depends on how critical your job is. (laugh
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Pickett: Very much so. Very much so. | mean, honestigen | was a company
commander on active dytlyhad this ki H e n am, high speed, 1Gk
Unité We 06 sugposedo be ahooahunit. | had this kid, big guy, he was
always ten, fifteen pounds overweight. But you know @htis is back
when theM-60 machine gun was the heavy weapahis kid could hump that
machine gunwith aruck sack We 6gd out on theeroad marchs and
tactical thingsand let me tell yopthis kid was it. He would go days and days
and daysHe knew his weapon inside and pahd he never complained.

So when it came time to look at those kind of things, as a commander,
youd vgettotake some sk Y 0 u @ commanderyou make some decisions
her e. | 6 & Hlepassdd tha PT tdsti Ha could rbecould do his
pushkhups hecould do his siups.Hewa s n 6 t ut BeOplssed all yhat
stuff. Okay, let meounsehim. Andthen| 6 d ttddigat/weidhts thing
and 1 6d stick it in my desk somepl ace.
anything like that. He was just a big guy. But he had the heart. He was the
kind of kid you wanted in your unito do all the stuff you wanted. So | never
pushed that kind of stuff.

Some people probably think, O,tyou know yod vget toenforce the
rules for everybody the sand@Vell, situational certainthings are situational
and that kind of thingl think, is one of those thingbecause | personalgm
constantly pushing the height/weight thitgp until just like two years agad
wasmaxingthe PT testl maxed the PT test every time | tookfdr probably
the |l ast ten years. | 6m al waapdsl r i ght o
dondt t buknok, alslégm, vy

Deveraux: | 6ve done a f ewithdrétchessamdcit 6sei bhgen cert
that mybig, fat buddy was on the other erfthughs

Pickett: Was on the other engleah

Deveraux: As | appreciate the commanders that were wiltmégave those guys in.
Wel,l et 6s talk about your second trip t

Pickett: Second trip to Irag was| got the word in 2006 that®Corps was going
back again. This is when the theétrld o wraq has matured a little biand
they had what they caleMNCI, Multi National Corps Iraq, which was
focusing on the tactical and the operational objectives of Tagyalso had
what they called MNFI, which is MuliNational Force Iraq T twhetreb s
General Caseywnd then General Petraecugere the commandeiof Thatwas
looking at the strategi@nd theydid a lot of interaction with the national
level politicians and things of that nature.
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Well, 5th Corps was going ito take over MNCI. Their G9 guys callédck
again and sajdiHey, look man, we want@me augmentees from the
ReservesWewant them from the 308 CABrigade 6 d c o,am | b ac k
looked atitand | saidfi Y o u  k n®lwd nw hgaot i on gantto@o g o .
again becaus¢ h a t yal got imthe Army to do this kind of stuff. So |
volunteered t@o back and from thatthey toold | think you have a picture
theréd they took about eleven or twele¢ us as augmentedsleven or

twelve of us volunteered to go back av@we went back oveiVe were
initially started at theorps headquartershich was based at the International
Airport there BIAP or Camp Victoryas is called or was calleddut they
needed a liaison with the Strate@itfects,which at MNFI that was their kind
of civil military guys the strategi@ffectspeople.

Deveraux:  And then MNFI again?

Pickett: MNFI, Multi
National Force Irag
dealing with
strategic level,
countrywide type
operations. Sd
sai d, n,0 o d
go over theral
knew one or two
guys sol went over
there Oneof the
other guys who went
with me he actully
became the L&Qo
USAID, that the
United States Aid

for International LTC Pickett (far left) stands on the Parade Field in the Green Zone, with the
Deve|0pment_ Civil Affairs Augmentation Team in Baghdad, 2007. In the back-ground is the
Arc of Triumph, a remnant from the Saddam Hussein regime.
Deveraux: And t hat s a 11 ari sun
position?
Pickett: Thatwasal i ai son position. So | 6d be doing

between Camp Victory and the Green Zdrmeeause MNFI was based with
theembassyn the Green Zone, the old Saddam palace, thetfeaded
palace that used to be there.

So | workedwith those guysReally,what we did is we came wpith
things like metrics to determinerere we being successfulas were
implementing or the government was trying to implemghiir policie®
Again, the Iraqgi government is now fully up and running. They had their
elections and President Maliki was the president of IrAgd he had
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

his¢ A g a getting a lot of supprt from the US. military and the embassy
and things.

We were working, trying to work with thento develog O n ef the
big pushes we tried to do waseintegration plan to reintegrate the insurgents
in Iraq and the Iraqgi Taliban into society/e spent dot of time coming up
with plans. We went baclandwe did researchTherewere places that
theydove done the reint eppaceghatotben, t hat i
countries have don&omehave not been not quite so successful

Columbignotsosccessful. 1 6dm tryirtiptiweo t hi nk
did the research on. Il 6d have to go ba
Thereds a big learning curve,? though,

Oh,yeah| n , Beraeus was still in chargelafavenworth. He was now in
charge of the schoolhouse., 8wt was when Petraeus and ColdiklR.]
McMaster and all those guys wereweiting the whole counterinsurgency
doctrine and the manuaVe were still over theredoing our stuff with
General[George W.]Casey [Jr.]. Petraeus was at Leavenworth rewriting it

Then,right at the end o7, when | got ready to leaye also the time
period thatl believe Petraeus was given the command of MNHé came
back and he brought all his guys from hessaworth who helped him rewrite
the counterinsurgency manual and things like thath8e wasa definite
change from when | was there in 206y 2008 when Petraeus came in and
started implementing his visions and his thoughts on counterinsurgency.

General Petraeus was alwags independent thinker and doing things
his way. | f h eucckssilljosd do backhta tineknitial t  wa s
invasion. Petraeus was in charge of th#s10 . ubhe dort h, and wha
first area of the country that had @iens? In the north

Right.

Because Petraeus pushedBitagainh e 6 s a v e rTyh asigdasr t man .
background. | mearme did it. He was a very well read individual. | knew

General Petraeus when he was Lieutenant Colonel Peteaithes 105t He

was in chargé

| was going to ask you abotltat. (laughs

He was in charge of a sister battalion. He was ia thinink it was the &
Battalion the Iron Rakkasanswas there when Petraeus got shot in the chest.
Thatwast hé ¢ dondét knadw i f you know

That was a friendly fire incident in training.
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Pickett: It was a friendly fire incident. It was a training accident. He was following
behind a unit that was doing a live fire exercesed a young soldier turned
aoundané | dondét knowbutwhat| wdecstane,ibet ani yWnodt
put his weapon on safstill had a round chambergdll, and[a] round went
off and boomshotPetraeus in the chest. They had to call innieglevac
Theyme d e vhancodf th Tennessedo Vanderbilt Hospitalwhere he had
to geé T h difg flighted him out thereHe had surgery and all this other
stuff.

To give that man credit, let me tell youecame back a couplaonths
later, and he was H i kg thing wash e é@phenomenayl in-shape
gentleman. | meare would run officers and NCOs and soldiers to death. He
would do puskup competitions and all that other stufhd he came back
from being shot in the chest couple of months latele was back to doing
that kind of stuffwith those soldiers.

People either loved Petragos they hated Petraeus. | only knew him
peripherally | never really workedforhils o | doné6t have any
about the man. | know some people who really liked, laina | know some
people who red} thought he was like the devil.

Deveraux: (laughing

Pickett: But,heyl ook at him. The man waasdlthinkccessfu
heds t hdCemralntelli@é&née Agency] director

Deveraux:  Now, in Iragd maybe this was after your tiddethere kind of was a faction in
the Army called the&lintestasright?

Pickett: Thatwas after when | was there.

Deverauxx: | guess the point I 6m trying to make i
how to apply that was still in flux.

Pickett: It was in fux. It was in flux up until probably abod8, @9 is when it really
solidified, becausevhen Petraeus camegirY o know, General Casey had a
different way of looking at things. Héthink, was a little more
accommodating to what the liagilitary and government were trying to do. |
think Petraeus was a little mofiecused on the whole counterinsurgency
thought procesdecause again, he just spent the last year back at
Leavenworth, rewriting the manual and doing his own resebiehad some
different deas about doing it.

Forus it was interestingbecause where | worked they had what they
called the Joint Operations Centiaside thereTheywould do a dailybattle
update brief. At MNFI levelthey looked at things likevh at 6 s t he oi |
production,how much electricity was being produced in the country
focusingagain predominately oBaghdad wh at 6 s secur ity | i Keée
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

pipelines? And then agaithey also talked about h a théirsurgency
activity in various parts of the counttis it going up or is it going down? It
was just very interesting at that strategic le@metimed think they lost the
bubble on certain things, because everything was focusBdgimad How
much electricity waB8aghdadoroducing Howmuch was getting out to all
the peopl@ Great but there were a lot more people living outsid8aghdad
t hat wereno6t getting electricity.

And all these become havens.

Havensfor peoplew h o é Yroaybe undecided about who you support, but
eventuallyi f y o wéitingeanythimg from your central governmegiiess
what ? Youodre going to haiftsemeyguyisr cent r a
willing to pay you five bucks to throw a roekor to shoot a rocket at

somebody, hey five bucks hat 6 s goi ng dmoathlTheny f ami | vy
likelihood of me being caught, miniscule6 m goi ng to shoot th

Youdre talking about etddneamps@c ket att ack
On the Green Zone, on any of the camps anywhere.
Justananonymous rocket oaif nowhere?

Yes, it was a lot of that. Just like, you know, a lot of the reports of insurgency
activity and things like that think people in thé&JnitedSt at eget donodt
quite...Theynever got quite the whole stotyecausenot only was it

insurgents but it was crime going on out there. It was people who were

justt T h ewvgre essentially | just call them the Iragi mafia.

They were controlling bits and pieces of tHikerewere drug sales
Theywere stealing money from the companies we welagro pay to
rebuild things. Thatdés was part of the
is the corruption of the companies, the corruption of the governeay
them andwe pay a company to build a road or to rebuild a rddmen you
find out thd the bidding processasT h guy actually paid this guy off to get
the contract

Then,when you go out there to check the work, well, we had to prepay
them so much to get startetbugooutand t he guy hadndét do
You know wha? Miraculously,that company disappeared now. But they got
paid $100,000 to start the job. We go out there to check the wararalit
even though the guy in the ministry over here say® h , ités a good
| support this company. d ude.nk Ok aodyw, t
because wedre supporting qthenyopgort ner s
backand you find that t hat,andoumponaysy does |
gone, because you pay these people in cash.
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

T h e raeeal difficulty thenwhent her e6s not good accoun:
government.

Yes.

A

And itodés really difficult to set wup.

To set upCorruptionis rampant in the Middle East. It has been for yeamnd
iItés going to bd®& years before itds eve

There are those who benefit from a certain amount of anarchy.

Very much so. And agajrthe criminals and any other type of white collar
crooks, run rampant in both Irag and Afghanistan. They try their lnatsa lot
of times these peojie

Well look até | e t §lsaq. Siece Desert Shield/Desert Stosm
t h athie 89905 under a dictatQitUN sanctions all the tinge So we go in in
2002 2002, 2003 and guess whdt h e yhad/whatalmost ten, eleven
years of corruptiodT hat 6 s al | t legknowbecause.allthet 6 s al |
people that arendét corrupt have |l eft t

Honestto God, in my brigade we had a gentleman, he wisigenant
colonelwhen I first met him, was actually a Iraqi citizen, joined the Iraqi
Army, was educated as a veteriaarin the Iragi Army and worked in the
Iragi Army as a veterinarian for ten or fifteen yeafhen Saddam came to
power, he and his family left. They were based ouBajhdad He 6 s a
Christian. So his family were beinqgersecutedgven while he was therele
worked up in the northin the Kurdish areaand he worked also down in
Baghdad But he took his family and left.

[They] cameto the United Statesle di dnét go inhto the
but he joined the Reserves.actkhyoytoi ned
of the Detroit, Michigan aregphenomenajentlemanHewent with us on our
initial deployment into Iraq for OIFJHe was a] nativespeaker, knew people
in the government, knew locals in there and stuff like that. Hegaile y , a | |
the gooddoctors, all the good lawyers, all the good educators, they left the
c o u n A lotyf thiem moved off into Jordan, to Kuwait, to Syria, to places
like that, because Saddam was just brutal. HiS a d d peapde shis tribe
the Tikritis, were just, you knvad

Dominated everything.

Dominated everythingTheywere Killing people left and right. So all the

decent people that we expect to be running governments and stuff like that

left. It just becamé | tablsl about me. Sowédukkeiybodyo
t

S
Af ghanistan, whodve been at wkrosfor h
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about what instant gratification or what instant money can | get right now
because I 6m f@8cused on survival

Deveraux: Survival.

Pickett: I dondot h athink about doingthemadthigge cause itods (goc
pay me back four years down the rodil.viget to think about immediate
survival for me and my family. | can understand it, thinking back, sitting back
here in the Statasinking about that. Buby gosh it is so frustrating when
youdre wanting t hesandypwego uttleeyabdo r ebui | d
t heyove absconded with Jjaodmotonepieceod f t ho
road has been rebuilt or even started to be built.

Deveraux: Right.Let me ask you a question, just along those lines. There is a lot of good
work that is being done in the country, right?

Pickett: Oh, phenomenal good work in both Irag and Afghanistan. My first tour in
Irag, | worked with a nongovernmental organization out i@frfee Wewere
able to pay to build 250 wells in a lot of the desolate areas out there in Iraqg.
We worked with the USAID. We worked wdhl candét r emember t
the small compar®y and the local government/e got 250 wells paid fqtto
drop in and justome in Theybuilt these water wellvecause water, very
important to these placeBheyactually had to drill it all the way down to drill
wells for these foksnh o wer endét near the canal

A lot of work like that was being dopalot of nongovernmatal
organizations that were home grgwwithin Irag, because there were a lot of
ex-pats living in the United States and places like that, that were donating
money and things like that. Seven just local NGOs of Iragis were doing
good stuff out there. fle Brits with DFIES their Defense for International
Development, their version of USAfDwas spending money. They were
trying to do rule of law type activities.

| tsd ®Innyyou think aboutwe 6 r e spending money,
spending money an USAID wasspending money on seminars to allow
artists to come forward and express themselves and things likenthzéint
pictures and then try to sell these pictures in communities across the world.

Womends education was ,[wwthailobof anot her
people seem tbaveforgotten wasa lot of womernin Baghdadwvere very
westernized. There are educated women out there. mfast of our
translators werewomeh e c au s e i n S aetthdraverebagioctori ame y o U
teacher, or you got work as a trker. So there were a lot of women who
spoke English. They were working with
companies running and things of that natgcea lot of good stuff going on.

In fact, my first tour, | came home from leayand | was watching th
news Theywere all up in arms about this demonstration, thisAnterican
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

demonstration and stuff like that. | asked mywifeDi d t hey ever sh
newsclip where thereverepeople demonstrating about being happy to have
Americans here and that wetaally kicked Saddam out and staff She]

sai d,, | iNever heard dsagfiTihege aweuée t hat:
people walking througBaghdaccelebratinggl dondét mean ;t he i n
Imeanthismont hs aft er ,oelebtatmgihe bictoey of same efr e

the developments that were going on and stuff like [Bise] saidii No, we
never saw any of that kind of news. 0

No.

| said i Y e Bgain,the press is showing you what the press wants to do

because my persolgpinioni s t moaumbms®d press out there anymore.

They all have a certain slafe it large or a lgtand they show you what they

think you need to see and not allow you to make your own degcizasad on

Il mpartial infor&mation. 1t06s, you know

In terms of quality of lifea bunch of wells is certainly more important than
some of the things that do get reported.

Itis. But, unfortunatelyt he r eason they dondét report
because it takes so long to butlidversus i H etlyere was a bomb attaaknd

there were casualties®kay, yes, casualties are bad. But a bomb attack is just

like that[snaps fingers]iOh, t hey dr e oiMeli il tdG sh gg cai nve | tla
take us about two weeks, because we got the bore weihd i lAght to

find a good storyman(Deveraux laughsl need thathirty-second news bite

sol dondét have time for this two week s
latero A lot of that kind of stuff.

Development and reconstruction of countrieetall long timel t nbts
sexy, it does not make thhrity-second sound bite on CNN or FOX news or
whoever or even some of the press. | mélagre were some reporters who did
report that kind of stuffout it was very small.

The realitythoughs t hat t heh
t

ebesdsthespBbBsal §ings
just werenot here befo

re.

Roger. Nowin Iraq it depends. It depends on what part of the countr§ yoe

talking aboutbecause Irag was actually a pretty wealthy country before

Saddantook over.Theyactually haé | the populated areas, they had

hospitalsthey had clinics. Nowt hey wer endét the same st :
are expectinghere in the United Stateshen it comes to a hospital or a

clinic. But they had aid. They had medicale and they had education and

things like that.

Now you went out to the smaller provincesitside ofBaghdadand

outside of Mosul and some of the other larger cities, therWWesame in
and we were starting to try to bring those sorts of faglitibat infrastructure
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

and those luxury items, they call them luxury itengs to the people. But the

problem that we always have to maintainnge can spend money to build a

hospita) and we can spend money to bring in medical equipment and stuff

like that but who is subsidizing the salarfeg/hois maintaining the

infrastructureand f t he I raqi government wasnot
foundd

Honestly,l foundthisbecause | went to visit pl
our first tour where we spent mey to build a schooMy second tourl
come back tothe sameplaesend guess what that school
for the sheep and the goats, because the guys who built that stuff had not
gottenthe buyin from the provincial education minister thatwas going to
pay the salaries of the teachand he was going to palye cost for
maintenance and upkeep of the schoo).88soon as we left and we thought
fiHey,we 6 r e g oWall, ag soon gsdhe money raat, boom

End ob

End of schoqglendof educationb e cause t here were teache
paid in yearsT h a thedsame thing that we foundin

It might have been the ones getting the five buockgshe mortass. (laughg

Might have been[it] might have beenThatwas a lesson that took us a little
while to learn in Iragbut we did learn jtso thatwhen wewent into

Afghanistan, one of the things | saw is we were better managing the
construction of schools and hospitals and things like begiausaeve got buy

in, from both the national government and the provincial government that they
would provide the continuing costs of maintaining those schools and hospitals
and facilities like that

Theyput it into their budggettintothd hat 6s
budget of those countriedow much is it going to co8tWell, it costs a lot.
But, in Afghanistad not quite so muchinlragwe 6 r e subsi di zi ng
what theydoSoi t 6 s easi er t o ,bpeuctauviste iwetdor e hpea
for that. lmg now, lraghasmongg e c ause BbOo gataglasl oi |
money. In factit had a surplus of dollars when | left thebecause of all the

oill.Butt hey were still suc,kiiogngasuilfngtdenc| e S
because | dmatsheart.t]! | a taxpayer

(laughing

Sq yeah

In Afghanistani t 6 s opi um.

r e

It 1 s. | t Gédt depends, you kaavidhe Afghadi peoplet h e y
ebs

0
subsistence farmers. They faramd they just farm just enough&td@ her e 6
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

just enaugh arable land for them to farm to keep themselves alive. Majbe
sell a little bit to the local market, you know, to the local village market.
That 6s about it.

How do they make money ?T hTehyeakd arnebal | vy
| ot of mo n b lke 6%lotthe faenérs in Afghanistan actually
grow poppy 6%. T h a nobadot but we see a lot of that in the newscause

A

thatdos still of I ot of opium thatos be

Wherel was at in Afghanistan was inteastwh at 6 s cal |l ed ¢t h
province of Nuristan which is in the Hindu Kush Mountains. They make their
money by mining gems. They have gem mines in the mountains of the Hindu
Kush So,they mine these gemand then they hike theraither by foot or
vehicle into places like Pakistamwhere they go to jewelers h a whére
they sell them. The problemishe gover nment 6s g,etting
because these mines are so far into the mountains that they are controlled by
either insurgents or criminal organizatiofish e g o v gnotralvieo tak 0
these peoplesot h e yad geting any money back from the money that is
being made by these gems.

The other part of the problem in where | was at in Afghanistanitvas
used to bé | have aPowerPoinslide | could show yout used tdoe a very
heavily forested area in the Hindu Kush Mounta@serthe span of likel
thinki tl6isk e t en o r almostbeee completelg deforested i t 6 s
because the people go up themed they just whack down treélhey illegally
forest Youknow, they cut them dowmandthen theyhaul them off into places
inside the country or over to Pakistan or other plaged they sell off the
lumber and stuff like that. Well, guesswhdthec ount r yés not gett

income from thateven though somedoy 6 s maki ng a | ot of m
trees.
Sq in Afghanistant her e6s a real problem in even

resources into the hands of the nation.

Very much so, becauéeWe 6 tramssitioning Afghanistan out. The problem in
Afghani st an i s t hireAfghahistarthab anybadynaise id the y

world wants. Thereds no humongous comn

Now,t hereds a | ot of interesting thi
would maybe draw i ndust theggermminingt hi ngs |
Thereds minerals that are in the mount

trees. Tourismvould be phenomenal in certain parts of Afghanistatause
it 6s a b e apedpliewthadre incthe extreme kiking and climbing
and stuf like that.

The problem isthe infrastructure throughout the entire coungxcept
around Bagram and Kandahaucks. The roadsT h eareeno roads. What
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

we would consider roads are goat trails. | can show you pictures and video

clips of what they conder a roadY o u drivieg up this thingandit is

stacked rockwith no cement or anything to level the road W¥herel was at,
youdre driving along a road that 1is mo
The only reason the road is levelisbeeausi t 6 s sif agbhedr eot ke
second or third vehicle, sometimes you cange® y o u O rtherockr i vi ng
starts to slide oubecause the weight of our armotddmveesvas so much

that the rock is sliding ouT. h e rne c@rment holding these rockgéher.
Soyoudre just waiting fgondingsoondsandahi ng t
Humveeto slide down the cliffl t 0 thereurnpelevation.

I 61 | ,therd werettimes when | was driving, | was scared to death.
|l 6m sitting t hnehaed | 6yno ut hken owd,6 gyoat uh ek n o w
passengetAsthe seniorgul 6 m not al | ow®d Otvee dgroitv eo,n ¢

hand holding onto the windgwndl 6 v ethe gtloet one holding onto the

radiol 6 m just | ookhndgl &, Ok @ e gver ia htble r

more to the righimirordn Otsh eo kraiyg tto ssicdea.p
you scrap the mirror on the right side, because if you go to thevleftd r e

going to flip off the edge of the clif

(laughing

Then,coming down the hijli t 6 s OWay,do ever to the leftYoucan

scrape your side nowbecause if we go over totherighte 6r e goi ng to
off.0 Scary Thatinfrastructureto bringmining equipment and things like

thati t 6s just not there.

Whenl talk about Afghanistari can only focus kind obn my area,
because when | deployed, I deployed as
Reconstruction Team. This was a mifittice organization. There were only
technically eighty of us. Of that eighty, foriguys were actually herééom
the lllinois National Guard. They were our security force guys. Thagthe
infantry unit It was a platoon of infantryput of Bartonville, Illinois.Their job
was to go out with ysand they provided security in our veleis And when
we dismountegdthey were our security as we were walking around.

The rest of our forty other people, out of thatout fifteen of them
were Navy. The commander wasavy commander 05. Then there were
eight guys like myself, eight CA guy$hen there were three active duty
soldiers, a captain, a first lieutenant and the first sergAadtthere weré
[counting to himselfpne, two, thre@ there were four Air Force medics
assignedtomy PRT.Swe wer e a joint opema¢ i on. )
joint. The only thing wXDedraakmaoghs) have w

So we had a lots pjou know And our joh as a PRTis to focus on

reconstruction, discussing governance and development in the province. To be
honestin the province of Nristan, we were not a reconstruction organization
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

We were a construction organizatidrecause we/ e r aatanstructing

anything. There were no hospitals. There were no roads. There was nothing in
Nuristan.l haveunclassified presentations where it cdow you the trails in

the roads that they identiff the trails and roads that they identifigere is

like three mile f pavéd road And that comes right up to almost where our

FOB was | ocated at. Thatodés thad only pa
that province is about the s&d t sénaller than Illincisbut it é6s st il |
significantly large. You would think there would be little bit more paved

roads.
And mostlysubsidencéarmers?

Theseare all subsistence farmers. Tiaad, ihndshe mount ains.
major valleysdivided by cliffs, mountain rangesp to 14,000feet. Every

valley had its own separate problembkeseare very xenophobic people. You

had the valleyand you might have smaller valleyEhere waonre tribe inone

valley and just a two hour walk over the ridge was a completely separate tribe

And guessvhat?Theyd i dnét | i ke each other. They
They would not work togethea n d t h e thesépdobldms abaut | i We

need tahavea certain number of our guys working on this road project or else

the other tribe is going to come over and complaimd t her eds goi ng
animosity and shootings and killings and just stopping of the work.

Was there similar tribalisrmilraq?

There wasT h a pai af the problem in both Iraq and Afghanistan. In

America when people ask yoéi Wh eyoudron? @ | &om America 0

A We Where you from in AmericaP 6 m f r o afOkay Whereard s .

you from in lllinois® i Ywknow, Chicaga Okay. You ask a guy in Iraq or
Afghanistanfi Wh eygoudrom®0o Wel | am fr om dohied tmmr i be o
Shioord 6 m ®arAlndm from t heo tribe of X or

Themedsnati onal thought. They donoét
orlrag s. They consider themselves Shi da
themselves a tribal membhevhatevetheir tribe is, thé?ashtythe Pashayi,
whatever the tribe is that h e yrdnr Tdenthey consider themselves from
whatever province they might be frofihen, eventuallythey consider
themselves Afghani or Iraqi.

So that whole sense of nationalism that we in America hdoes not
exist in Iraq or Afghanistaridonestly | t hi nk t hat és t he
Arab worl ds. I t & s naifirst, therotrdal and theno n S h i
maybe the province or maybe the countigpending on how large the
countryis.Spyou dondét get that sens,dWef nat.
needtobebettecbecause our countryédés onot bei ng

c
a

(@) 7))
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

And the constitutions that have been developed for those countries are based
on individuad

On individual, right.Peoplesay il tad sdemocr acy. 0 Weobr e tr )
themademocratic countty Ok ay, youoOr enademocratic t o mak
country but you have to understaridt 6 s democr acy t he way
install democracy. Never is it going to look like democracy of the United

Statesokay?

We have a complete We Iwle,6r € s uppacempldtet o have
separation of church and statebng Uni t ed St ates, right?
constitution, righ? Not in Iraq and Afghanistan. The religion is so ingrained
i nto them that thereds going,atdeove not be
just have to accept that. Their country is going to be desmgc¢he way they
want to develop itWe just have to accept that and acknowledge it and learn
how to work with it like that.

Therear e people in the Uniteldt &% .,at es
A H egyys it took us200plus years to become the coyrtinatwe are right
now. These people have been so backwardg timae probabdyat the
| ev el é Trnoteyd at the level we were when the first settler came over
here to the United Statdsecausé h e godfractured in thinking about being
acountyoranationlt 6s goi ng ét bgdibgdo ba alony deaegr
time beforé

(laughing
€ beforethese people become a national people.

Well, working with the provincial reconstruction tegrgeu got a lot of
opportunities to work with the tribal elders, correct?

Very much so.
T h a redlysan important element of local governance?

I t 1 s. ,lbetadse you see pedople aho talk apputvVe you have the

elected governmertWe | | , greatbautt6si t 6s st il |l tradit.
shuraswhich are meetings of the elders of the villagd® shurasand those

elders are the ones that really make the decisions. Well, then people go

A We hol Ypu have the rule of lawYou have judgesard you have jurie®

T h atru§ butmost of those people are not from that province. If they are,

they might bea little more respected. Bunost of thetimes her e i sndét a
rule of law. So it aldefersback to what has been done before. Well, yon tur

to the eldersand the elders are the ones who make the decidousknow,

i 106 s

Sa local governance is actually really criticten
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Pickett: It is very critical. USAID has the lead on local governateezause there a
suboffice of theState Department. So they actually offer a lot of education
and training on local governance to the various elders or to the elected
officials of the various provinces. | medhey actuallg USAID pays
peopld either expats or people from other Middle Eest countried to
come to a safe locationédnl d o n 6t ykorstikadoing ih Irat) or eot,
but they pay for them to come to Afghanistan

Thenthey pay to bring the elders or the provincial government people
from that province to this locatioffheyspend a day, three, fous week
going over how was local governance done in some of thesé atbéquite
third world countries but like second worfl countries that are moving up
from where Afghanistan and Iraq are.

Theseare some lessons that these pedgarned over many yeatsat
maybe you cantakebgcknd you can educate your sel
work with and educate these guys, the challeafjeourse being that the
insurgentsthey know who these people aamd they do these things likieey
do night letters.

|l dondt know if youdbre familiar wit
is, the local Taliban government sends letters at nayid the drop them off
att Letjust say Yo prévincal ldadeefor gourgrovineed
Welb,youdre doing t hi ngs,sotwhaatheydohsetheT al i ba
eveningtheycomeyand itodés kind of knock and r
knock and they leave this letter at your door sayimdd ewe know who are.
We know thathispomuddrnédé Joiywgdme tg csitmog tid
backand wedre going to kill you and youl

Okay. So,now what are you going to do? Some of them, the first time
t hey donét .dheysrandagandwheydb thd right thing. But
otherstheylkei Ok ay, got it man. Youdr?e going
Wh e r securdy? Wherheedd ocal cops?0 Well, not
local cops. And local copa lot of timeshang out in their secure compound
atnightand t hey datnmight come out

Deveraux:  They might have been the ones that delivered the |ddagh3

Pickett: They mighthave beem he guy delivering the |letter
that. Sg not only does the PRT work on governanmét we also try to work
with thelocal police towork onproper crime method3 heyhave some
special contractors that do thttelaw enforcement guys that come out and
do that former law enforcemenifficersfrom various countriesT hey 6 r e
contractegdbutthey work with us Wework with those guystrying to build
up a proper police department and things of that nature.

50



LTC Lawrence H. Pickett Interview #VRT-A-L-2012018

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

But again, for many years the police were just as corrupt as anybody
else in the governmerand the police willbribeyawwo u coul dndét get
anyt hi ng d otrhe polic&d thae weGongderrthe police, which is the
happy neighborhood guy that wallksoundand heds | ooking out
security and do e slikedthat Wea ksemedf ourdopss and s
take bribes.

(laughg

We envisbn police doing police work. Well hat 6s not ,anchat t he\
thatmindsett s st i |l | i n t heleep &ome bfthemastoallyt hey 6 r
are just nothingnore tharabona fide militia for one of the more influential

leaders becauseve, the coation, the U S. and the other coalition partners,

we don@andewectdondt hire the police. Tt
chief and by the | ocal government and

youor e t heyol carchird anybadyyswarg to be on the police
force andguess whatl t ndvg your militig and you have the rule of law
behindyout o do what you want. And thatos p
thing that webre trying to battle, but

Well,1 61 |  sireybul havg & vast experience. We caualiit for a long
time. | have two more questions | want to squeeze into this interview.

Good gosh. Yes.

Two quick ones. First of all wanted to ask you about yowranslatos and
you experiences with them.

| had different experiences with translators. In Jthg translators we used

were2 Y o have different levels of translatorgéou have the locahational
translatorswhich are& | Iraq, they were mostly ladieS herewere a couple

of men who were working, who were English. We hired thexmd we tried to

vet themthrough a screening proce¥%e did biometrics on them to make

sure that they werenét involved in any
classified, norconfidertial type meetings to translate. Most of them, very

friendly in Iraq, both times that | went.

The other level ofranslator ighe one that is actually paid fdde or
she is a US. citizen. Theymay or may not be from thdiddle-Eastor not.A
prime example is we hada young man whavorked with us at the Iraqi
Assistance Centejtie] wasactually from one of the African countrids
cannot r e me mb e, rbut hehwaseducated it the United States
and actually played basketball on an NBA teantil he got hurt. In facthis
brother i€ 1 think his brother is Luol Deng, plays for the Chicago Bulls. He
was our translator in Iragnd he was what we calCat [category] 2
translatoywhich means he has a security clearasfcsecret
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

So,when sombody came in sayindgHey, | have some information
| t kind of confidentiagland | want t othepweswsuldibtingon. o V
in this special translator, because this@uyotasecurity clearancdh e 6 S n o't
fromlrag orifhewash e 6 s ma gtépsembviedireemeanything. He
gets paid pretty darn good. The other local translatioey get paid pretty
good for being a local translator there in lr&beyget paid cash every month.
In Irag, we had no problems.

Now in Afghanistanwhole other bapark. Where | wasat the PRT
all of our translatorexceptone were local national boys. These guys learned
English mostly from being in school, watching video and American movies
TherEngl i sh was more of a d¢afdrimdoqui al t vy
English So,when it came to more technical conversatjdhsy hada hard
time. You were never really sure if those guys were giving you the right
information.

We did have a gentleman who was .&8Sitizen thatwe wouldbring
in. Sometimese would & inwithus | 6 d,fiideplyi st en t o what 6s
translategdand then later tell me whether or not this guy actually translated
what the ot her g uSpweweer® abledtotdauthat. Mgstos ay i n g
the time we got the gist of what they were itrg to say, the translatqrs
because agaimost of the more proficient translators were working in
Bagram, KandahaKabul, not out in the small hinterland#/e were a very
austere FOByou know,get rocketed a couple times a month. It was actually
notabad livingareabut it 6és way out in the middlI

Y o u walttraetmdihe linguist then.l@ughg

No, we were not. We actually found that a couple oBoWwh e Fwas at in

Nuristan there are like ten different tribeand giess wh& T h e ynétr e

Pashty okay? Somost of them speak some Pashiwt theyalsc@ Ther e ar e
ten different dialects being spoketike | told you, these are very xenophobic

people So,in one valley across the ridge and another vatiegss what
Theydondt even speak (theyall speakredittidbaofg ua g e .
Pashtu and Darj which are the official languaggsut they mostly would

speak their own languagashayi or one of the other languages.

Well, sometimesand honest to Godlwould have a translator who
would translate from the local nationalho would then translate into Pashtu
or Dari who would then translate into English what was being said.l 8ad
to have two translatorgranslating what the local national was trying to tell
me . |l 6m pretty sure | |l ost certain thi
what was going on. So that was a big challenge for us. And we did find that
one of our local translators was related to one of the local district governors
who was kind ofike onour watch list.
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Deveraux:

Pickett:

So we had to be very carefbkecausgof] cell phones and things like
that [ T beaaus@gvehén we went out on missignge never told the
translators when we were going or where we were going. We would say
AHebereadytog t his morning. o Webéd tell the
woul dndét say where we were going, how
like that because agajimve were a little concerned for security reasons of
telling them where we were goingecause they haeit phones

Wetried to collect up their cell phones, to keep thgou know,and
give them backo themon like Fridayswhen they weré or give them back
Thursday nightbecause Fridays we¥el h a thedr Sundays o we woul dnd
go out on Fridaysmostoft he ti me. So wedd give thenmnm
Thursday nightso they could call home and talk to their friends and family on
Thursday night and Fr i dayThenlwetitecdios e we
police them back up again later ¢nl t ] aldaygvwork) sometimes we
forgot . Wedforgottdo.u man

So,we never, ever told them wherenegoing ahead of timenever
told any of the translators. Some of them were really nicekidlsm Facebook
friends with a couple of them stilknd | still commurgate with them and
things like that. But | will tell youwe gotinto several fire fightsandour
translators where there and guess ®fiéeywere quite happy to hand up
ammunition and resupply and all that kind of stuff, because they were getting
shot & atthe same time. Most of our translators were not from that local
province areaSo,when people shot at them, they were just another trespasser
coming into their province.

Not a very safe joklaughg

No,i t  w mfact, 8ame otthese translatoésA lot of the translators in
Afghanistan worked as translators because initially they were told that if they
worked and were successful as translatbesy could apply for a visa to go to

the United States. So a lot of these kitiat was their big goais they were

trying to get a visa to go to the United States and go to Detroit or California or
wherever a lot of the Afghan guys are hanging out,ribat moved out of
Afghanistan.

Alotofthendi d it because i tméahthgshledsa o me n a
were making like $300 a montand $300 a month in Afghanistanh at 6 s
good money. They would get one weekend a monttaoffd you é6d see t
Theywould gg and they would strip dovinY o see in the pictures hey 6r e
all wearing parts of uforms and all that. Ne, when they leftthey were
completely local. Theravasnothingthats ai d t heyd6d ever worKk
Americas.Therewere several timeshey saidfi Heygahwe 6 d get st opp

and wed6d have to |ie abbut hemadomwét wev
their parents where h e wdrking or stuff like thatbecaus¢ hey 6 r e
concerned for their safetg s we | | as their familydés s
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Deveraux:  Wow, then my final questign have to ask you abowtour bracelet.
Pickett: My bracelet oh.

Deveraux: Letmeexplainthissi nce t hi s i s abfackbracelétthatnt er vi e
youodore wear i.mglusmaboutyhatur wr i st

Pickett: Well, it started many years ago recognize the fallen soldiers from Iraq and
Afghanistan. Thisg actually for First Sergeant Blue C. Rowke was
actually a first sergeant that worked on a sister PRT iP&mgshirprovince
which is very close to Bagram. Blue was actuallymet him on my trainup
for the deployment to Afghanistan. He was teeskrgeanbr the seniorNCO
for the other PRT. Hebs actually out o

Both he and his commander were coming owRarijshir which is a
very secure valley. | mean tRanjshiris very antiTaliban Theseguys in the
PRT, would ride around in umenored vehicleswith no stuff on because
there was only one way in and one way out of this vaderery long valley.
He was coming back on 26 Majle and his commandexho was an Air
Forcecolonel,were driving outin theirup armoredHumveesto goon block
leave. A time when most or all of a unit takes leave at the same]tirhey
were getting ready to go dofock leaveto come home and visit family. They
ran intoanlED. [An] IED was three artillery shellguried in the groundt
blew up It killed Blue it killed the Air Forcelieutenant colonel; ikilled the
driver, the translator and wounded somebody that was in the second vehicle in
the convoy.

| wear this in remembrance oftlSergeant Blue, the fact that he gave
his life for what the US. government asked him to do. He left a wife and two
kids behind a phenomenajuy. | only knew him for the six months that we
were there together training and working togetbeat agreat guy.

Therewas a kind of funny storytothis her e 6 s nnyabodiit ng f u
It just so happens that | came baafker my deployment to Afghanistamith
this braceletAnd we had a student here nashiRowe last name of Rowdor
a minute therelsaid A Ho | y . Arenyookue r e | aAnddealsaid ioNeoo,
notatalloHe sRoWwe fs a fairly common name
Actually, theyoung maid eut of Peoria, actually out of Pekin. For a minute
there | thought fiHoly smoke | hope this guyds not rel.
going to feel so bad.[l was] veryhonoredtovor k wi t h,bBtué d@sl s o
feel so bad seeing this kid every day that would bring back those memories
and stuff like that.

Deveraux: There is a costhough, that sometimes is not appreciated by many people.
Pickett: True.

Deveraux: | think that bracedt says a lot.
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Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux:

Pickett:

Deveraux

Says a lotY o u €eé it, you know, any of the listeners listenifigou walk
aroundandlook at Veterans or active duty soldie¥o u 0 | [the] wearmsg

of the braceletSomeof them, they wear one. Our senior NG&e he weas

t wo . Heds got two sol dioeweeclosefreends wer e 0O
that were killedSohe, in remembrancef boththose guyshe wears two

bracelets.

Thebracelets, they cost a couple of budksi t  t h gbecause ito k a y
goesto a memoriafund that funds the education and any of the needs of any
of the deceasé@dfamily members. They also set up scholarship funds for kids
of deceased mil it aréyT hmesotlomeofsthose,Doesnodt
A We ®etterthanyouorivalries thatwehaven t he military. |1t
these brave young men and women are serving in.

Well, | really appreciate your time, sir. | thinkatwe 6 ve got of t hi n
just dondét gewhéeal kedcamestta Wwat. And
really important. War has an aftermath that keeps on giviagghs

It keepson giving yes it doesMy | a st ¢ o mpleame in theeArney &s
aninfantry guy, you know, all about the@oah takingout the bad guys, learn

to shoot, move and commuaiebecause t hatodos what we d
Affairs guy now for almost tear fiteenyearsand | 6 |, thisid el | you
probably one of t hbee cheewsste jlodhmonfl ddcves ienvge
bringing and doing good things for people in some ofdhegpoverished

countries. | mean, | hate the fact that you have to go into places where there
arelEDs, insurgents, and stuff like thddut we are making a better place for

people in these countries.

That doesndt quite get themeedid, out eno
because agaijint,dsi tndost nfoats ts.e xByu t,thete wi | |
are people in botthesecountries that really, really appreciate the fact that U
S. coalitionsoldiers are comingn and are doing the things thath e gading. e
Yeah they want us to leave, gofitecause t 6 d be | i katboreignny body
country comingn here But they really do appreciate that vethere And
now t hat weo0,t ée hapmydhatdve viere therand they
appreciate what we hadene.

Well, sir, again | 6d | i kfestaofadltothdank you
Veterans Remember Oral History projdmiit more importantlyfor your
service to our country.

Thank yoy andthanksfor your service, too.

All right, thank you.

End of InterviewSession #1
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Deverauxx: Good Morning. | famd tdRlaylisehe 21st Df &levenmber,u x
2012. Today we are talking withieutenant ColonelLawrence Pickett in his
office at Western lllinois University in Macomb, lllinois. This interview is
part of the Abraham Lincoln President:i
History project. Good morning, Sir.

Pickett: Good morning, Rob.

Deweraux:  This is a followup interview on the one we had in May. | wanted to discuss
today a few items in more detail. Last time we did an overview of your
experiencesThi s morning |1 6d |ike to compare
experiences in Irag and those ingA&nistan a little more specifically.

Firstoff| et 6s spend a moment talking ab
from your time as an active duty soldier through your subsequent deployments
as a member of the Reservielew was thelU.S. Army that invaded Irain
2003 different from the force that fought Desert ShaidDesert Storm?

Pickett: Desert Shield/Desert Stormur Army was initially very focusetbecause
web (st finished the cold wasowe had a lot of armor capabilitiefocusing
on a large setipce€ combat situationkind of what we envisioned happening

%1n warfare, a set piece battle may involve large formations moving according to a plan and
responding to the opposing force also by plan.
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in Europe. Desert Shield/Desert Storm actually validated beatuse the
lragis é mat 6s what t he R.dipeyhbdsetpiecaarm®uar ds w
elementsand t hat s who wegtottabeought we wer e

Thetraining was also very focused on using armor assets and our
infantry, as support element8Ve thought we were going to be able to be
successful as an independent entity in Desert Shield/Desert Storm. We
real i zed,swweehadeorgata the coalition with bothof course
the Brits, the French and thesome of the other Middle Eastesountries Of
course we were successfas we all know.

Then as we mowkforward, again because of the economy and,such
we started downsizingVe realized maybe&ve neededo bea lighter
organization. Sowe started transitioning from heavy, mechanized tank to
something more lighter, more mohilghich was Humvees and the Bradley
vehicles which is kind of an upgrade from our 118stil we finally hit the
period for AfghanistanWe realized thaé Afghanistan, the initialafter 9/11
was very mountainoygsompletelydifferent than what we had envisohand
what we had experienced in Desert Shield/Desert Storm.

Deveraux:  So not an environment wheg®u can use those heavy armor elentgnts

Pickett: Not really, no. You still needed some of tholsecause even prior the9/11,
think back Somaliawewere in Somaliaright on the coaswWWer eal | y di dno
think we needed any armor assetsd then unfortoately we saw that what
ended up happeningsdepicted by the moviBlackhawk Downwe were all
light. We realized then that it was a mistake. We should have some sort of an
armor capability there to provide some protectide realized thatgoing into
Afghanistanthat it needed to be lightve needed to be a lot more mobile. So
Humvees became a key entity.

In fact, my former unit the 3rd Brigade of the 181, was the actual
first element into Afghanistan. THed aneir mobile assgbut they also
realized they needed some sort of wheeled vehsclehey brought in an
excess number of Humvees thattdeg n 6t n o rasnaait df theirh a v e
organization. Then we contindiéorward, and suddenly Irag happened

Sowe kind of transitioned from Afghanistaa Irag We were in kind
of a conundrumbecause Iraq, the terrairwhich | know you want to talk
about later is completely different in Iraq than it is in Afghanistan. Where
we went into in Afghanistan, mountainous, whereas, agy wide openso it
suted our armor capabilitywhich we still hada] significant piece of in our
mechanized capability.

http://english.stackexchange.com/ques tions/48646/what -is-the-meaning-and-origin -of-set-piece-
battle
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Going into Iraq we almost went back in time to what we were back in
Desert Shield/Desert Storand the mechanized were used. But we had made
that transibn to a more mobile Armyso we had aviation assets, 101st, the
82nd. If you look at the experiencese did do airborne operations in the
north of Irag and then we did some light infantry stuff in Irdgt we did use
the bulk of our armor and our mecieed capability with our coalitign
during the initial invasion into Irg@t that point in time.

Deveraux: This isDesert Shield/Desert Storm?
Pickett: No, thisis now current after 9/11.
Deveraux: So the 2003 invasion?

Pickett: The 2003 invasion actily mirrors somewhat what we did in Desert

Shield/Desert Stormn that we used our mechanized capabiliyt, in 2003,

the thing that we had then was we had more light infantry solens e 6 r e a

little bit more rapidand we use our Humvees to getward the terrain a little

quicker, especially up in the north.
Agai n, | dondt have a |l ot of e roi
Kurdish regiorof NorthernlragBu 't | ¢epoet® Yot Kk nohad t
the airborne drop up therand theyof course, usedllgdhe Humvees and
some of the civin assets that they liberated to move soldiers around the
battlefields i nce we didndét have a whole | ot

Xpe
hey

Deveraux: Umhum Whatabout the human component of the forces? Much different?

Picket: No, honestlyl donét think so. ,whatdivepeare n on ac
when Desert Shield/Desert Std2®o1 had five years of experience as
platoonleader operations officerThen,when we did Desert Shield/Desert
Storm | thought the soldierwere pretty squared away. Maalas good

Then | went in with the initial invasion in 2003. | thought the soldiers
were just as well trained, maybe actually a little smabierause the economy
h a d n 6 toindpse well so a lot of our soldiers haabme sort of beyond
high school education. There were a lot of NCOs who actually had college
educationThesewere some pretty independent thinking gentlemen and
ladies.In the side of educatigohthink we were a little better educated Army. |
think we wee just as well trained. | think the morale was very wespecially
during the initial portions of the invasion in Iraq.

Now, | will say that | was thereand then the morale dropped
significantly, when they put out the word that it was a twelve mobtitts on
ground for every soldier. Well, that d
actual invasionit happened once we got into Iraq and were establidfesh
there was a period of time where morale definitely plummeted in the Army
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It was real kind of funny becaus&@he Army Timedid a survey
right prior to thatasking what was the morale like and sold?€d$ course,
the reports that they all gom the soldiersvere all negativebecause the
soldiers just found oét| @pdrsonally spersglmost three months in Kuwait
leading forward to the ramp up of the invasiand | found out that time
doesndét even count towards mwayt wel ve n
from family and friends.

So,yeah my morale was a little bit deflateii you want to say. So |
can imagine what the other soldiensh o r eal | y di d mglitef have
what was going on at the bigger pictuneere suddenly toldafter sitting
around for five, six months, thdt Oyeaht hat ti me diNMowdt r ea
we shrt your timed Oh my goshyou know, lots of people were disheartened
at that point.

But afterthat,we got into the cycle of yedong deploymentsand |
think the morale picked back up agaime morale was pretty goplecause
soldiers were doing whalhey had been trained to do. Soldiers weleaise the
exampleoft he Ar my s | i;k ey oaonéfaoiy dractaihghnd t e a m
one of these days you want to play a real gasméortunately,our game has
dire consequences and the fact that peoplstggtand killed

But all those people that get in the Army, | will tell you honedtly
think that50-60%0 f t hem, t hey dondét want to go
themselvesbecause this is a very chhay | engin
want to est the fact that we keep sayingbwvehe best Army in the worldhe
most highly trainedWell, prove it.

Imeani t 6s great t hat aweCdmaplaeesst hese e»
They want to see themselyéshink, [as] soldiersactuallydoingthings that
they have been trained to,deven though it was horrendous to be shot at and
to lose friendsBut| think thage T h evgre doing their jobThatd s  wehlly t
kept the morale higleven with the bad news about the boots on the ground.

And then as | said | think a lot of the soldiers also saw some of the
positives that we were doing in Iraq. Again, | was there in 2003 to. 2005
Then,l was there again in 200Fcould tell you thatevery time | went to
Iraq, there were individual soldiers who were disgredtlith being there
But, | think, in the greagr scheme of thingghey all understood what they
were there fgrand they were happy doing their jobs. You know, they were
not happy sitting on their butts in the FOB sometinBag, when they got out
to dothe patrol, helping the people, | think they got sometbmigpf it,
because they saw how thirty years of neglectfimed by Saddam had really
reduced that country from what it had been previously.
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Deverauxx: That 6s not somet hiemewssepous thatevaré domingget fr
out of Iraq is just how beat up the country wast just from the invasigrbut
from the neglect from the regime.

Pickett: Oh na Theytalk about it and s easy to hear news people talk about it
sometimesAgain I didnot r eal ly hear a | ot about i
then,when you go thereand you see these people who have zero electricity or
have minimal electricity and the accommodatithegtw e 6 r e s.bt 6sed t o
aé.

| kept telling peopleduring myfirst invasion | have two kidsand |
would love to have had them just come over and visit and watch the children
of Irag, even in populated areas of Bagdad and some of the other cities | went
to. Theywere happy to havasoccer ball and kick it around@heyplayed in
the garbage heapsnd that washeir playground. Whereas my kids, you
know, kids here in Americare s@ T h e yspoiled. Wiisand Xboxes and
new cell phones and things like that i t §os gulsisikoeld really
appreciate what yobave,being aU.S. citizenor part of the first world
country.

Eventhe families, you knowl realizedhow lucky | had it being able
toturnon mywatertg@a n d t h e rclead drinking waeenif | wanted it
| could go and get electricity. | had electricityyaime | wanted it. It made me
deeply appreciate the things that | had here in the United States and that these
people unfortunatelyhad ndt had. $Shoentea uosfe tthheeny ohraed
the Babdath party and things |ike that

But the people in the outdying regions they were still living back
like they were in the seventeenth and eighteenth centutsag not quite as
bad as Afghanistarfut Iraq still had villages out there that the only electricity
they had was a little power generatie a little 5K generator that the village
chief had or something like thathatwas it. So they went, you know, one
light bulb in the buildingand that was all they ever had.

Deveraux: That 6s crazy.

Pickett: It really is. Then | transitionedny last deploymenn 2009 to 2010 was in
Afghanistan and

Deveraux:  And Nuristanprovinceis not downtown Afghanistans it?

Pickett: No, na Wherel went toin Afghanistan is Nuristaprovince.l t irdtke
northeast, right into the Hindu Kush Mountains. It is probabdyrtiost
aust er e eytbeenia myli@.\J went in therand | was part of what
they called the PRT, the Provincial Reconstruction Té&&mwere designed
as an intesservice organizatigrio go in and work with the State Department,
the Departmendf Agriculture, USAID and then thé).S. military to do some
reconstructiontalk about good governance and bringing in health and
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electricity and education systepvgorkingwith the Afghanministries and
governor with these things

| walked into a vilage It took us two and half hours to walk there.
This place was only two kilometers away from where we left our vehlalgs
the terrain was so rougand
wedre carry.in
But we walked into this
village. It was probably the
largest villagd 6 d s eetg
entire province. It was only
probablyabout 5,00eople
but they had no running
water, they had no electricity
they thought we were the
Russiansbecause of the
format of our helmetsThey
are so out of touch with
reality of what was goig on
it wasjust amazing. Now
they did know what cell phones wesnd they knew what radios weigut
the only people thatvenhad that was the village eldevho actually would
make the hike out of that village to go to the district cetat¢alk tothe
governorto try to get some assistance. That was the one

Pickett with elder Shir Khan in 2009 in Mashpah, Nuristan
province.

Thenl walked to other villagesvheret hey 6r e very xenoph
people. This was the last province in Afghanistan to actually embrace the
Islamic culture. If you remember the movie t 6 s an ‘olhelMan movi e
Who Would Be Kindlt] starred Sean Connery. That is actually Nuristan
province that they were talking abotiheydid some of the filminghere 1 t & s
supposed to replicate
that arealt was
phenomenal. | mean
the beautiful eeg Sag
probably fantastic for |~ £
hiking and fishing . ‘&
and huntingbut there
are no roads. When | |
got therethere was a
half a mile of paved
road in the entire
province Whenl left,
there was still a half a
mile of paved road.
There were parts of

that provincehat Pickett stands with elder Shir Khan in 2009 in Mashpah, Nuristan
we, as American,s Province. (The elders have dyed their beards with henna.)
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