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Abstract  

Dr. James Underwood, Education is Key-Community College, #EC-A-L-2013-047 

 
Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Dr. James Underwood grew up on a 

small farm ten miles south of Clarinda, Iowa. He earned an Associate of Arts degree from Central 

Community College in Columbus, Nebraska, a BS degree from University of Nebraska in 

Kearney, and an MBA and Doctorate from the University of Arkansas. He has been in 

Community College education for forty-three years, including Central Community College, 

University of Arkansas at Fort Smith, Richland Community College, Northeast Community 

College (Nebraska), and at Kaskaskia College in Centralia, Illinois. His experiences include 

teaching business/economics classes, Vice President of Administrative Services, Vice President 

of Finance/Administration, Vice President Instruction, and College President at Kaskaskia 

College. He also is a retired Lieutenant Colonel from the US Army. This interview covers the 

experience of community College operations in Nebraska, Arkansas, and Illinois, along with the 

history of Kaskaskia Community College. District #501 was the first to earn Class I status 

following the Community College Act of 1965.     

 

       Subject Headings/Key Words: Kaskaskia Community College; Centralia Junior College; 

Pell Grants; Monetary Award Program (MAP) Scholarship; Illinois Community College Board; 

Kaskaskia Educational Foundation; University Alliance Model Agreements  

 

        Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve 

the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views 

expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 

COPYRIGHT 

 The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial 

purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.  

“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These 

materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial 

purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.  Telephone (217) 785-

7955 


