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Abstract 

David Porter, Education is Key – Civics, ECE-A-L-2019-070 

Biographical Information/Overview of Interview: David Porter was born in Tuscola, 

Illinois in December 1964. He graduated from Tuscola High School in 1983, where he was very 

active in school news reporting through his work with radio stations at Parkland College and 

WITT and spent a semester as a government intern assigned to Lee Milner at the Illinois State 

Board of Education. David attended Southern Illinois (Carbondale) for a year before returning to 

be managing editor at the Tuscola Review in 1986. In 1990 David became publications manager 

for the Illinois Press Association, serving from 1986-1990 and again from 2006-2014, now 

serving as Director of Communications and Marketing. In between his stints at the Illinois Press 

Association, David was general manager for the Regional newspaper based in Tuscola), 

president of the Porter Development Corporation and the managing editor of the Mt. Vernon 

Sentinel. In 2014, he became the publisher for the Lebanon Advertiser. Soon after, he also 

became publisher of the Arcola Record-Herald and the Tuscola Review. David served on the 

Governor’s Task Force in Civics Education in 2014, is an award winning journalist, vice 

president of the Central Illinois chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists, public relations 

chair for the Illinois Newspaper in Education Association, and president of the Sparta Business 

Association. He has published a booklet on news literacy entitled News Matters.  

During the interview Dave talks about the Civics Education Task Force with the mission to 

examine the state of civics education in Illinois and nationwide. The Task Force reviewed Best 

Practices, funding sources for civics education, teacher training, and course content. The Task 

Force then made recommendations to the governor and general assembly which eventually led to 

a mandate to teach a semester of civics in Illinois’s public high schools. The semester 

requirement would include a study of government institutions, current and controversial topics, 

service learning, and simulations of democratic processes. One recommendation not accepted 

was a requirement to include a news literacy component, but the subject is included in the 

required teacher training. Porter talks his profession of journalism from the perspective of a 

publisher of three downstate newspapers. He discussed challenges journalism faces today, 

including the role of social media, lack of fact checking, cost of printing/personnel, fewer 

investigative reporters, growth of large corporations lacking journalism experiences running 

media outlets, and challenges in news literacy (bias, fact vs. opinion, personal interests over 

straight reporting, and the ability to ask questions). 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Governors Civic Task Force; Civics High School State Mandate; Illinois Press 

Association; Mt. Vernon Sentinel; Arcola Record-Herald; Tuscola Review; the state of journalism in the U.S.; 

challenges for small town newspapers;   

Notes to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a transcript of the 

spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style 

that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the 

factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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