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Abstract
Stephen Schnorf, Illinois Statecraft, ISG-A-L-2010-018

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Stephen Schnorf was born on
November 18, 1944 in Charleston, Illinois. His family had deep roots in Coles and
Cumberland Counties, arriving in the area shortly before the Civil War. Steve grew up in
Charleston, on the southwest side of town. He was educated at Eastern Illinois University’s
lab school and Eastern Illinois University. His younger brother was a friend and classmate of
Jim Edgar’s, although Steve did not know Edgar especially well at this point. Steve majored
in history at Eastern and graduated in 1966. After working as a teacher for several years,
Steve returned to graduate school, earning his MS in education in 1973. That was also the
year he married Jane Elmore. Following a series of jobs with non-profits focusing on mental
health and work on all of Edgar’s campaigns for state representative, Steve joined Secretary
of State Edgar’s office in 1981 as the director of the senior citizens division.

Steve worked with Edgar for the next seventeen years. He served as then-Secretary
Edgar’s director of Drivers services from 1983 to 1991. After winning the 1990 gubernatorial
race, Edgar named Schnorf director of CMS [Central Management Services]. Schnorf became
Edgar’s policy director in 1994 and served in this role until he was named budget director in
1997. He continued in this position through Gov. George Ryan’s administration. Steve passed
away on February 27, 2017.
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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