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Abstract
Jack Rooney, Family Memories, FM-A-L-2009-033

Biographical Information / Overview of Interview: John L. “Jack” Rooney was born
on January 24, 1963, at the hospital in Spring Valley, Illinois, the second of two children born
to Paul and Mary Rooney. He spent his entire youth in Cherry, Illinois, leaving when he was
eighteen to attend Illinois State University. After majoring in marketing, Rooney moved to
Springfield, where he currently works in computer marketing. His mother’s father worked in
the coal mine at Cherry and was a survivor of the 1909 disaster.

In this interview, Rooney talks about the Cherry Mine disaster, how he became interested
in the disaster as a young boy in Cherry, and his current efforts to preserve the memory of the
event and the people who lived through it.

Subject Headings/Key Words: Cherry Mine Disaster of 1909, ethnic relations in
Cherry, neighborhood life in Cherry, coal industry, industrial safety, United Mine Workers,
local history, historical memory.

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. These
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial
purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701. Telephone
(217) 785-7955



