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Abstract  
William Schimm, Veterans Remember–WW II, VR2-V-L-2019-094  

Biographical Information/Overview of Interview: William (Bill) Shimatowsky was 

born on January 11, 1924 in Amazonia, Missouri, and grew up in Sioux City, Iowa, the only 

son of a single mother. His mother worked as a nurse, and often took in terminally ill patients 

to help with her finances. Bill graduated from Sioux City East High School in early 1942 and 

worked a variety of jobs until he was drafted in February 1943. He did his basic training at 

Fort Knox, Kentucky, where he was trained in tanks. He soon was sent to clerical school as 

well. 

In April 1944 Shimatowsky arrived in Great Britain and spent the next couple of months 

in London doing clerical work, while also enjoying the night life of the city. In mid June he 

was shipped to France, through Utah beach, as a replacement for the 4th Infantry Division. 

For the next month he served as an infantryman with Company K, 3rd Battalion, 22nd 

Infantry of the 4th Infantry Division, which was fighting near Cherbourg at the time. 

Following the Allied breakout from the Normandy region, he traveled with the 4th Division to 

Paris. Bill was then detailed as a clerk/typist and lived in Paris for the next several months, 

once again enjoying the night life of Paris while the 4th Division fought its way through 

northern France, including in the vicious battle in the Hurtgen Forest. When the Battle of the 

Bulge began, the 4th was holding the southern shoulder of the bulge. Shortly after Christmas 

Corporal Schimm rejoined his regiment, and fought with his unit as an infantryman for the 

rest of the war. The unit was near Berchtesgaden, Germany when the war ended.  

Shimatowsky returned to the United States in July 1945 and was discharged that 

November. He attended school on the G.I. Bill, and married Doris Giggee in 1950. Bill later 

legally changed his last name to Schimm.           

Subject Headings/Key Words: 22nd Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Division; combat 

in Normandy, France; Utah Beach; wartime duty in London, England; wartime duty in Paris, 

France; Battle of the Bulge; clerical work during World War II; Berchtesgaden, Germany; 

pre-war Sioux City, Iowa 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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