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Abstract  
Thomas Boaz, Veterans Remember, VRV-V-D-2015-066 

 

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Thomas Boaz was born December 

9, 1953 and grew up in Decatur, Illinois. At the time of the interview he lived in St. Joseph, 

Illinois. When he was seventeen, Boaz spent a year in Germany from 1971 to 1972 as an 

exchange student. It was in Nuremberg, where he lived, that he saw the destruction that war 

could do as Nuremburg was still recovering from World War II. He also had the opportunity 

to become friends with people of different nationalities, and he realized people were all 

basically the same. On his eighteenth birthday he was required to register for the draft. He 

went to the Consulate General of the United States in Munich and registered to be a non-

combative conscientious objector during the Vietnam War. He realized that he could never, in 

good conscience, carry a gun. Boaz discusses how he came to this decision and what it means 

to him to be a nonpolitical pacifist. His father was a veteran of World War II, and Boaz talks 

about what it was like to tell his family about his decision. His status as a non-combative 

conscientious objector offers a unique perspective of the Vietnam War, the protests, and the 

draft. 

Subject Headings/Key Words: Vietnam War; conscientious objector; pacifism; war 

protests; Germany; exchange student; Thomas Boaz; Consulate General of the United States; 

anti-war movement during Vietnam War; World War II veteran; media during the Vietnam 

War; Nuremburg, Germany after WW II; 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to 

preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 

memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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