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Abstract
George S. Marquis, Veterans Remember, VR2-A-1L.-2010-034

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: George Marquis was born on
January 27, 1925 in Des Moines, lowa, the son of a physician and a homemaker. His father
volunteered for duty in the navy soon after WW II began, and George, after one year of
college, dropped out of school to do the same. Upon induction in May of 1943, he was given
the choice of surface duty or submarines, and after rigorous testing to determine his ability to
withstand the stress of undersea duty, he was accepted; there was a shortage of submarine
crewmen at this time in the war. Marquis’s training was mainly in Idaho, but also in New
London Connecticut, Key Port, Washington and Key West, Florida. He was assigned to the
newly christened submarine USS Bergall in February of 1944. Marquis spent his entire
combat time aboard the Bergall, and participated in all five of the boat’s combat patrols,
hunting Japanese ships in the shipping lanes around Saipan and French Indo-China, and later
in the waters of the South China Sea, Java Sea and Indian Ocean. In March of 1946 Marquis
was discharged from duty in Connecticut.

Subject Headings/Key Words: WW II submarine service; USS Bergall SS320; Pacific
Theater; Acoustic Homing Torpedoes.

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.
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